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Beneath the GPN covers…

Every month over 60 volunteers ensure that a free copy of
the GPN magazine pops through 2,000 Girton letter boxes.
Time is of the essence to meet printing and distribution
deadlines.  It’s amazing that it is entirely volunteers,
invariably with full time jobs and busy lives, who are
responsible for this pretty smart village publication.
Editor Rob, aided by Carol and Michelle gather and edit the
articles and information pieces with Marion managing the
all-important, income-generating adverts. It’s then over to
one of the three volunteer typesetters who juggle the jigsaw
pieces of articles, adverts and pictures to fit the target of 32
pages.

GPN is keen to recruit and train additional typesetters… if
anyone is interested? The GPN’s next stop, to be scoured
meticulously for typos and ‘little slip-ups’, is with the proof-
readers; then it’s back up the line to be signed off for
printing.

A well-oiled distribution machine comes into play on a given
Thursday as the new month dawns. Andrew, our printer,
delivers 2,000 freshly minted magazines to the four ‘round
managers’ responsible for the final stage of the GPNs’
journey: delivering varying sized bundles to the 50
distributors. If you’d like to get your steps in or take a walk
with a purpose by taking on a round or offering holiday
relief, please contact Karen: gpndist@gmail.com.

Like to know more about the village magazine or become a
volunteer typesetter, proof-reader or distributor? Contact the
editor or secretary whose details are in the front of the
magazine. Alternatively join the volunteers for tea and cake
at the William Collyn Centre, Saturday 16th September 2.30-
4pm.

Sheila Bowler
GPN Secretary
01223 276914

Publication Information
Editor:  Rob Neal, 101 High St., CB3 0QQ, tel.
07875 374966,
email  editorgirtonparishnews@gmail.com
Secretary: Sheila Bowler, tel. 276914
Advertising Manager and Treasurer: Marion
Fisher, 117 High St, CB3 0QQ, tel. 570866,
email gpnads@girton-cambs.org.uk

Copy should be submitted to the Editor in
electronic form, with any photos, graphics or
logos submitted as separate attachments, not
embedded in the file. Questions about submission
should be addressed to the Editor.

The editorial team reserves the right to edit, accept
or reject any material submitted for publication.
The views expressed within the magazine are
those of the contributors and do not necessarily
reflect those of the editorial team.

A copy of the magazine is available on the Girton
website at www.girton-cambs.org.uk, where you
may also find expanded versions of selected items.

Advertisements
Prices for placing advertisements in the Girton
Parish News, in black-and-white or colour, can be
had on application to the Advertising Manager.

The advertising policy of the Girton Parish News
aims to promote enterprises and activities from
within Girton. The space available for
advertisements is limited, and preference is given
to businesses founded, situated, controlled and
operated within Girton. The Girton Parish News
reserves the right to decline to publish any
advertisement which the Advertising Manager
considers not to meet the objectives of this policy.
Inclusion of an advertisement does not imply
endorsement by the Girton Parish News of the
product or service advertised.

The Girton Parish News is produced and
distributed entirely by volunteers from the
village, including the folloing:

Typesetters Sam Clift, Claire Lightley, Bill
Rothwell,
Distribution Coordinator Karen Richardson
Editors and Proofreaders Chris Bowler, Wendy
de Horsey, Mike Fay, Marion Fisher, John
Gibson, Alison Giles, Carol Huxley, Michelle
Jones, Jenny Knights, Patsy Smith, Matthew
Vernon
Puzzle Corner Sian Franklin
Webmaster Andrew Haylett

and many others. If you are interested in
becoming involved in any capacity, please contact
the Editor.

Printed by Printerbello Ltd,. Girton, Cambridge
Tel: 01223 855195
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Girton Parish Council
What a month May has been for Girton Parish Council,
with the Coronation events and Girton’s Annual Parish
Meeting taking place. Thank you to each and everyone of
you who have worked alongside us.

Annual Parish Meeting
Our Annual Parish Meeting (APM) took place on 17th May
at William Collyn Community Centre. The decision was
taken to hold the APM at the centre due to the ability to
live-stream the event. We hoped this would allow residents
who may not have been able to make the meeting in person
to join online.  Our guest speakers were Andrew Muston,
Girton’s Neighbourhood Plan and Neil Davies, HI Friends.
Council committee/working group chairs, including Cllr
Alison Giles (Environment), Cllr Nas Hayat (Sport &
Recreation) and Cllr Stuart Marshall (GPC Events Group),
gave an update on activities and plans.
The themes of all the discussions were increasing council’s
outreach and community engagement, working together to
plan and act on what residents, organisations and local
businesses can bring to Girton.
More information including a gallery of photos from the
event can be found here:
https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/annual-parish-meeting-
2023-17th-may

Coronation Events

Events for King Charles III Coronation kicked off on
Thursday 4th May with bunting up in many areas of our
village and clues for the Coronation Treasure Hunt being
placed throughout the village. It has been a pleasure for
Girton Parish Council Events Group to work with many
organisations and businesses in the village to bring these
events together. We thank all of them for the significant
effort and time that they put in to bring these events to the
village. Thank you especially to Girton College for
partnering with us for these events.
Our events culminated on Saturday 6th May and Sunday
7th May with many local groups opening up their facilities
for Girton.  It was a definite mix of ‘The Big Help Out’ and
‘The Big Lunch’. On Saturday, Wellbrook Way, William
Collyn Community Centre, Abbeyfield and Girton Bowls
Green opened their doors to create activities to allow
residents to come together and to encourage people that
they are available not just on Coronation Sunday but that
they are always there.

On Sunday, Girton Recreation Ground opened to a
wonderful day with food from five local traders including
Cakes by Lexi and Jeab’s Thai food from the George along

with three local food trucks who now have the
opportunity to trade in our village as part of Food
Trucks on Friday at Cotton Hall. We thank also
Impington Village College students who brought Food
Around the World.  Also, St John’s Ambulance, one
of whom had been in London for the Coronation the
day before.
Sunday also saw most of our key sports clubs
highlighting the facilities we have in Girton for
wellbeing of all ages.  Girton Colts, Girton Cricket
Club, Boot Camps and Girton Tennis Club were all
represented. Thanks also to all the groups and
individuals who came to the Recreation Ground to
show their presence in our village and to encourage
others to join.
More information is available here.
https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/coronation-events-
2023

Upcoming Events

�� Girton Parish Council looks forward to taking
part at Girton Feast on Saturday 8th June.
This is the second year that GPC has taken
part in this important village event.  The
theme of our stall run by the GPC Events
Group will be to understand more about what
residents would like to see in the village in-
cluding Sports Facilities, our pavilion and also
in other areas of the village including Well-
brook Way.

�� Girton Parish Council Logo Competition -
there is still plenty of time to enter our GPC
Logo Competition.  We want Girton Parish
Council’s communication both online and of-
fline to stand out.  Could your logo design
help us do that?

�� Winners of both Girton Parish Council Logo
Competition and our Coronation Treasure
Hunt will be announced at Girton Feast on 8th

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/girton-parish-
councillor-co-option-opportunities/

A Big Council Thank you!

A big Thank you to Douglas de Lacey and Gill
Cockley two members of Girton Parish Council for
many years who held a Farewell party at the North
Room of St Andrew’s Church on Saturday 20th May.
This was an event that brought many existing and
previous councillors and council staff together.  This
event highlighted just how many people and how
much time is given by so many people to do the best
for your Village.  Many thanks again to Douglas and
Gill for a wonderful afternoon tea.
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FROM OUR COUNCILLORS

District Councillors’ Report
May 2023

South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC)
News

Taxis
Taxis registered in South Cambs will be required to
have CCTV installed in their cabs. This is for the safety
of the drivers and their passengers.
SCDC Zero Carbon Communities Grants – now
open for applications
A grant scheme has opened for 2023 to encourage
community projects that reduce carbon emissions and
engage local people about climate change. Community
groups are invited to bid for a share of £125,000 with
the scheme closing on June 2nd.
Previous projects have included installation of solar
panels, heat pumps and infra-red heating, landscaping,
planting of trees and wildflowers, and raising
community awareness of sustainability techniques.
Parish councils and non-profit groups or organisations
that are based in the district can apply. Other groups,
such as social enterprises and community interest
companies can apply as part of a partnership led by a
parish council or a not-for-profit group. Those interested
can check out the scheme and start an application at:
www.scambs.gov.uk/zerocarbongrant. For further
information contact Kath Sansom in SCDC’s
communications team: kath.sansom@scambs.gov.uk
Grant award for the Planning Service
The Government has awarded Greater Cambridge
Shared Planning £290,000 to improve feedback
processes for its emerging Local Plan. Greater
Cambridge Shared Planning (GCSP) is a partnership
between South Cambridgeshire District and Cambridge
City Councils.
The funding seeks to build upon the earlier work in
producing a “digital” Local Plan, by speeding up the
processing, and the review of thousands of comments
made by communities and developers.
More Money to Decarbonise Council Houses
SCDC has successfully bid for £1.7 million of
government funding to continue work to decarbonise
council homes. It will also support other measures being
put in place to help the council achieve its own, and the
government’s net zero targets. The new funding will go
towards energy efficiency upgrades within these homes.
These measures could save tenants between £220 and
£400 a year on their energy bills.

East–West Rail route announcement due this month
SCDC Leader, Bridget Smith, recently wrote to the rail
minister with an invitation to visit the district to view
the impact the new railway would have on some

villages. A number of Parish Councils co-signed the
letter. Unfortunately, the minister declined the
invitation, claiming a previous visit. Since then, we
have had the announcement in the budget that the
government is progressing with this scheme. In the
Spring Budget policy paper, released following the
Chancellor’s budget speech, it was confirmed the
route announcement will be made in May, and that the
government will provide up to £15 million local
capacity funding to support local authorities along the
East West Rail route to maximise economic
opportunities.
Find a job: Homes for Ukraine guidance update
On 3 April, DLUHC updated the find a job: Homes
for Ukraine guidance, which includes information on
where to find work, signposting support, and how to
access skills-based training for employment. The
update includes information on working in a regulated
profession in the UK. Some professions in the UK,
such as teachers and lawyers, are regulated by law,
and individuals need to have specific professional
qualifications or experience to be able to enter and
practise these professions. For these roles,
independent regulators decide what qualifications
individuals need to have to practise, and assess
whether applicants are suitably qualified. To help
navigate this process, the UK government has
established the UK Centre for Professional
Qualifications (UK CPQ). The UK CPQ can provide
advice and guidance on the recognition of
professional qualifications and will signpost
individuals to relevant regulators, where appropriate.

Cllr Corinne Garvie 07780 932267
cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk
Cllr Richard Stobart 07950 934793
cllr.stobart@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor’s Report
May 2023

More on potholes
We are continuing to be concerned about the
condition of the roads. Obviously, potholes cause
real problems for cars, buses, ambulances, and
other vehicles; but for cyclists they are treacherous.
There is a great deal of work going on in this area
which you may be interested to know more about.

Last week there were 10k potholes recorded, and
2.7k repaired. This time last year both figures were
half this. There are problems throughout the
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country but in Cambridgeshire there are difficulties
in the South (including Girton) and Cambridge.

The winter weather has had a big part to play, but the
real problem is the legacy of long-term
underinvestment in road repairs. The current
economic conditions, and inflationary cost increases
(running at 20-25% for road repairs) across the

highways maintenance industry, mean that we have a
lot more to do with a lot less.

The picture since Christmas:

The County’s officers have worked intensively with
our delivery partners, Milestone, and secured
additional resources relatively quickly to help
manage the situation more effectively. They have
also worked with the supply chain to secure
resources for Cambridgeshire and have requested
funding from government. We have more teams
working on this namely:

�� Eight teams deployed fixing potholes –
double the normal of four.

�� More than double the use of Dragon Patchers
(fast pothole fixing machine) – there are five
now, up from two, previously.

It’s clear that one of the problems is that the supplier
contract we have inherited, particularly quality
monitoring of work delivered by the contractor,
needs significant improvement with a new quality
focus and resource as part of a new approach. We
are not going to be very effective at road
maintenance if we can’t measure what contractors
deliver for us.

One of the ways to get ahead for next winter is to
use Gaist video survey information, this will identify
clusters of defects that we may be able to fix before
they become fully fledged potholes – not only is this
pre-emptive intervention is less expensive than a full
repair, but it also presents fewer difficulties and
disruptions for road users.

Thank you to everyone who has highlighted issues,
and please keep logging the faults in the County’s
reporting system as this really helps officers to
organise their work.
https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/

What’s happening in the next few months…
�� Announcement by the Government of

the East West Rail route (imminent).
�� Publication of the detailed findings

from the consultation on the
Sustainable Travel Zone (imminent).

�� Outcome of Local Highways
Improvement applications.

�� The Environment Agency will be
proposing options for improvements to
flood risk around the Oakington Road
Bridge.

Please don’t hesitate to get back to me with any
issues or queries:
edna.murphy@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Angela Walker
Angela Walker, former co-owner of Walkers
Newsagents, sadly passed away on 10 April 2023.
Her family would like to thank everyone who
attended the funeral and for the many well wishes
received

Codeword solution (see page 15)
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Music at Girton College
May Week Concert

Tuesday 20 June at 3.30 pm (until 5.00 pm),

Great Hall, Girton College.

Girton College’s celebratory end-of-year concert,
featuring various ensembles and soloists in a
programme designed to cater to all tastes.

Admission: £10 / £4 (students), to include wine and
strawberries and cream; tickets on sale at the door.

Open Gardens 2023

Open Gardens will be held on
Sunday 18 June 2023, 2-5 p.m.

Gardens will be open throughout the village, look for
the yellow sign and pick up a list at your first garden.
Donations to keep the flowering phone box full for
another year will be welcomed.
Teas available at some gardens.
Enjoy the gardens: get to meet some of your
neighbours, talk ‘plants’ with fellow enthusiasts, all
combined with a lovely walk, cycle, or drive round
Girton. We look forward to seeing you.
More information from: mary.rodger32@gmail.com
01223 277316

Wild Girton
This month we have been working on
following up all the ideas from the
village meeting in March - many
thanks to everyone who has
contributed! We are in the process of
creating a ten-year plan, with lots of
detail for the first couple of years, and

then more general ideas for further into the future. We’ll share
that as soon as we have it and there will be another public
meeting sometime in the autumn to discuss how people can get
more involved.

Events: Thank you to everyone who joined us for the wildlife
walk on the 6 May and our wildlife gardening event on the 21
May. You can find us at these events over the next few months:

Town End Close open evening Thursday 15 June 7-9pm: find
out more about Girton’s only nature reserve! Join the local nature
recovery planning group and members of Girton Green Team to
find out more about this valuable habitat.

Girton Feast Saturday 8 July: we’ll have a stand at the feast
with information about simple actions you can take to help nature
in our village. We’ll also be showcasing your wildlife sightings in
our photography competition - see below for more details.

What you can do this month: If you’ve done “No Mow May,”
then you can keep the lawnmower in the shed with a clear
conscience - it’s better to leave the grass to keep growing at this
time of year because it’s such a rich habitat for all sorts of
wildlife. Because of the long evenings June is also a great time to
enjoy exploring nature. Maybe you could earmark one evening a
week for a “wild walk” and see how many insects, birds, animals,
and plants you can spot as you go!

We need your sightings: Could you help us to showcase the
wonderful wildlife of Girton?

The Local Nature Recovery Plan will have a stand at Girton Feast
in July, and we want to use it to show off all the wonderful plant,
insect, and animal life we have in our village. We need your help
- can you send us your photographs of wild things spotted in
Girton? It’s also important that wildlife sightings are recorded, so
we will need some information to go with your photograph. There
will be a small prize for the photo which we think best sums up
the wildlife of Girton.

You can send your photos to us at: lnrp@girton-pc.gov.uk.. Each
photograph will need:

● Your name.
● What you have taken a photograph of (we can help you with

this if you’re not sure).
● Where you saw it.
● When you saw it (date and time).

We won’t display this information at the feast, but we will share it
with the records centre (www.cperc.org.uk) to contribute to
wildlife records in our area. Your photograph must have been
taken in Girton and be of a wild plant, insect, or animal - no pets
or houseplants allowed!

Further Reading: One of the things that was highlighted at the
public meeting was that people often forget about insects when
they think about wildlife. If you’ve spotted something and want
to know what it is, then there’s a great guide at
https://www.buglife.org.uk/bugs/identify-a-bug/.

 Local Nature Recovery Plan Group: lnrp@girton-pc.gov.uk
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Girton Cottontails
Preschool

We’ve been busy doing spring jobs at
preschool over the last few weeks, we’ve
had a garden centre and have been
planting seeds. The children took charge
and chose which seeds they were putting
into the pots, so hopefully we’ll have

some lovely surprises growing soon! We also set up a car wash for
the little tykes cars. The children loved washing the cars and did a
great job, they even took extra care to make sure the number plates
were clean!

The rising 5’s had a first aid lesson and were brilliant, proving you
are never too young to learn the basics. They learnt how to phone

for emergency help, how to help stop bleeding, bandaging, and
how to put someone in the recovery position. We had a great
time celebrating both the May day, with some traditional
maypole dancing (making excellent use of a coat stand!), and
the king’s coronation with a lovely street party lunch hosted by
Girton Glebe.

At Forest School, we’ve been noticing the seasonal changes too.
We’ve been looking at the buds, leaves, and blossom growing,
and have enjoyed listening to the bird song.

We are a community interest company, so non-profit making
and we greatly appreciate any support you can give. Please take
a look at our gofundme page and our Amazon wish list:
http://www.gofundme.com/f/emma-amp-laura-are-reopening-
cottontails-preschool
https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/JJP8OJALIV2I?ref_=w
l_share

We welcome children from the age of two years and upwards.
Please contact us using the contact information below to apply
for a place or for further information about our preschool. Laura
Norman and Emma Pell
(Girton Cottontails Preschool Managing Directors)

Email: info@girtoncottontailspreschool.com
Phone: 07368 180771
Web: https://www.girtoncottontailspreschool.com

Girton Glebe - Street Party Fun!
On Friday 5 May, Girton Glebe celebrated the
Coronation of King Charles III. With a whole-
school street party, complete with fish and chips,
ice-cream, and our very own biscuit baking
competition! Despite
the rain, our spirits

weren’t dampened, and the entire
school enjoyed an indoor picnic lunch
with a red, white, and blue theme;
followed by a visit from an ice-cream
van kindly funded by our Friends of
Girton Glebe. Whilst our street party
became a corridor party, the
playground looked beautiful, decorated
in Union Jack colours with our
recycled Jubilee bunting made by the
children of Girton Glebe last year!

It was great to see so many children and
staff embracing the red, white, and blue
theme. The school was a hive of colour
and excitement as each class learnt about
the importance of the coronation. We
enjoyed creating pieces of writing and
artwork on this theme throughout the day.
Check out Maple Class’ collage stamps
which were designed by the children,
carefully selecting colours and using
collaging techniques to represent the
monarchy.

Well done to all of our baking competition winners! The wonderful
biscuits, cookies and cakes baked by Girton Glebe children, not
only looked beautiful, but were all
tasted and judged by Mr Butler and
Mrs Knowler who agreed they were
delicious, too! These were sold after
school, following a beautiful
performance of some of our favourite
songs by our school choir, raising a
total of £98.50 for FOGG! Thank you
to all children who participated in this
competition, and to everybody who
bought a treat at the end of the day.
We hope you all had fun celebrating
the Coronation, too!

Girton Walking Group
On Coronation Day, Saturday 6 May, a small group met at
Oakington rec for a delightful walk anticlockwise around the
fringes of Longstanton and Northstowe. Two members turned up
late and set off in a clockwise direction, but happily we all met
up at the halfway point!
Our next walks are:

Saturday 3rd June: Chesterton – Baits Bite Lock – Fen Ditton
– Chesterton

Approx. 4.4 miles taking 1.5–2 hours.
Meet at 10am in Chesterton where Water Street meets Fen Road,
beside the river Cam. There are some off road parking spaces
here and you can also park on the road. From the small parking
area we head left following the towpath. We pass under the
railway bridge and the new footbridge, and Fen Ditton will come
into sight on the other bank before we walk under the A14
bridge. At Baits Bite Lock the towpath carries on, but we cross
over here and move away from the river as we make our way to
Fen Ditton. Once through the village we head back towards the
river walking through Ditton Meadows and Stourbridge
Common, before crossing back over the river to Chesterton to
complete our circular walk. Many opportunities present
themselves to stop and watch the world go by.
The walk is led by Karen Richardson, email:
k.m.richardson.1157@gmail.com

Saturday 1st July: Houghton Meadows
An old favourite, the Houghton Meadows, should be a lovely
sight in July. The walk is approximately six miles mostly on
good paths. We will meet at 10am in St Ives at the large car park
by the Leisure Activity Centre (now called One Leisure) at the
end of Westwood Road PE27 6WU. Please park at the lower end
away from the Centre. We will take a break so please bring a
drink and a snack. Toilet facilities are available at the halfway
point.
This walk is led by Ann and Ian Jerram: ann.jerram@gmail.com
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CODEWORDS

Each number 1-26 represents a different letter of the alphabet. Can you work out which is which? Use
your word skills and the clues included. Note that Codewords can include names or well-known
phrases. Answers are on page 9.

WORDSEARCH –
GIRTON FEAST
EVENTS  7TH + 8TH

JULY – SEE YOU
THERE ?
Can you find all these
words in the grid ? They
can read left to right,
right to left, Up or Down
or Diagonally. Tick them
off as you go.
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Girton Tennis Club
The tennis club ran an Open Court session
on the 7 May as part of the Coronation
weekend celebrations. Despite forecasts of
rain and thunderstorms, the weather was

warm and sunny – perfect conditions for tennis. Our
gazebo went up by mid-morning and a steady stream of
people came along throughout the day to chat, play
tennis, and take part in a quiz about wildlife in the UK.
The quiz was organised by committee family members
and any money raised was donated to Cambridgeshire
Wildlife Rescue. The photo shows the main quiz
organisers and their friends.

Our supervised
session for
junior members
is now fully
operational from
6.30pm every
Friday evening.
We are delighted
to report that
several parents
and committee
members are
helping to make
these popular

sessions run so smoothly. It is always nice to see so many
of our younger players enjoying and developing their
tennis skills.
The tennis club has use of the recreation ground courts,
and members who purchase a key and have a confirmed
booking have court access during most daylight hours.
Club members meet and play from 7.30pm to 9pm on
Friday evenings. Potential new members are very
welcome to come along to our Friday club nights for one
or two free sessions to check it all out.
Details about our activities can be found on our website:
www.girtontennisclub.uk  or by contacting our
Membership Secretary by email:
info@girtontennisclub.uk.

Girton Bowls Club
Despite the dreadful weather on Coronation
Day, the Bowls Club managed to celebrate in
style with a drive event that was open to bowl-
ers and visitors alike. We were joined by some
members of the Parish Council and a family

with young children, all of whom were able to try their hand at
bowling with the guidance of our chairman.

After the drive, in true
British style, sheltering
from the rain, we enjoyed a
selection of homemade
cakes provided by our gen-
erous volunteers.

We have played our first
game of the season: a
friendly against Newnham,
which was a four rink tri-
ples. We achieved a good
result, setting us up for a
good start.

This year the season has
had a mixed start, in part due to the inclement weather, which
has made bowling difficult on very wet grass. In fact, when the
team arrived for our scheduled match away to Trumpington, it
was considered too risky to play in the downpour, with thun-
der and lightning all around. This match has been rescheduled
for later in the season.

As usual we have
had some very close-
ly fought games, one
was a recent game
against a team from
Soham. One of our
rinks were down 14-
3 at one stage but
managed to fight
their way back to
15-15 on the penulti-
mate end, to lose by
only 1 point on the
final end, their close
result contributing to
a 5-1 win for Girton.

Many of our bowlers
have entered various
external competi-
tions this season which will start this month. Good luck to all
our competitors. The internal competitions will also be taking
place in the next few months, and as usual we’re hoping for a
great response from our members.

We now have a full complement of 18 teams for our annual
Open Triples competition to be held on 25 June. We welcome
spectators as it should be a great day of bowling.

Girton have entered a new Ladies Ely & District knockout
competition this season which is in quite a different format
from usual. The team is made up of six players, three who
will play at their home ground and three who will play at the
away team’s ground, simultaneously.

Club nights are now on a Thursday evening at 6pm. We are
always pleased to welcome new members. If you are interest-
ed in joining Girton Bowls Club, please see our website:
www.girtonbowlsclub.weebly.com or please contact our Sec-
retary, Carey Horton: carey@horton.uk.net

Lynne McGill
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Girton Colts Football Club
Another season draws to an end and the
teams are now entering tournaments, awards
and summer break.

Our award ceremony will be held at the Girton Feast in the
morning before it officially opens and I can’t wait to see
you all receive your trophies and have fun at the feast!

We need players!
We are currently looking for players to join us next season
for the following teams:
U16, who are current Year 9 and 10
U15 Girls, who are current Year 8 and 9
U13 Girls, who are current Year 6 and 7
If you’re interested please do get in touch with
chair@girtoncolts.co.uk
We are running some taster sessions for these three teams
on Saturday 10 June at the Girton Rec, so please do come
along, meet the teams and have a go.
10-11am U13
10-11am U16
11-12pm U15
Well done everyone for getting through all your fixtures.
For some teams it’s been easy, others you’ve had to endure
lots of midweek fixtures to get everything completed… but
you did it!
Look forward to seeing you at the Feast!

Team news

Under 6s
The Under 6s have been working hard in training and
playing together with great team spirit. We have had two
friendlies at home, a draw and an epic win, so proud of the
team! We are attending two tournaments before the season
ends so good luck to the players!

Under 11s
The team won at the Isleham Football Tournament earlier
in May. Congratulations!

Under 12
Despite the weather leading to the cancellation of our two
last matches, the U12s have had a good 2023 season with
wins away at Burwell and Cherry Hinton, a home win
against Saffron Walden, a draw with Lakenheath, and only
two defeats against Coton and Royston Town. However,
sadly the U12s team will not be continuing next season.

In the five years since the team was set up, we have played
some great football, had the highs of victory and the lows
of defeat, all the time learning and developing together.
Above all we have had great fun. The team would like to
say a huge thanks to all those who have helped to run the
club, Chris the grounds keeper, Kevin the manager, Sean
the assistant coach and all the parents who have helped out.
Most of all the children who have been part of the team for
their hard work, camaraderie and team spirit!

Andrew Hawkes
Chairman

Girton Golf Club

Thirteen-year-old Aryan Alwala won
our Shearline Trophy (see photo) - a
great future in golf awaits this young
man and no doubt he will be entering

our Junior Open in August, he will certainly be one to
beat, although his younger brother Ronak may have a say
in that!

Our ladies played the
first round of the Grace
Norman away at The
Links, Newmarket. It
was very exciting as after
playing all three matches
we were all square as we
lost the first match,
halved the second match
and won the final match.
So, to get a result the sec-
ond team had to play
down the 19th. After

their 2 handicapper played a blinder down the fairway and
our player went into the trees on the right so it was not
looking in our favour but somehow we managed to get
back in play and managed a super putt to win the hole and
the match 2/1. Well done to Clare Tonner and Anne Lock-
wood, Pam O’Grady and Paula Aitken and Pat Douglas
and Elaine Taylor. What a brilliant result. (see photo)

Our very active
Seniors section
hosted a team
from Royston and
Won 3 1/2 : 2 1/2.
Once again there
were a lot of very
close matches with
all but one of them
being decided on
the 17th or 18th
holes. This win for the Girton team of Paul Jobson and
Jim Naisbett, Vernon Dudley and Greg Peck, Alan Hend-
erson-Smith and Chris Bowler, Charles Webb and Steve
Butcher, Stuart Spink and Chris Stanton, Phil Vasey and
Roger Thomas followed our tie against Royston in the
away match last month.

We travelled up to the picturesque woodland course at
Ryston Park for our fourth match of the year but we were
beaten 4:2.

A team of 16 players from Girton travelled to the chal-
lenging course at Brampton and Lost 6 : 2. Some very
good golf was played with quite a few birdies scored
throughout the day, but the home team proved to be much
too strong. Congratulations to Barry Franklin and Roger
Thomas, Garth Hanlon and Kevin Julian for winning their
matches.
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Ah….
“Ah…you’re the person who
writes the GPN articles!”

“Ah…so it’s you who’s behind
the Listening Lantern Facebook
page – and the Food Hut too!”

The Girton Big Lunch in May gave me the
opportunity to meet so many people from in and
around the village. We shared in the music, food, and
community spirit on what turned out to be a welcome
sunny day. And it also provided the chance for some
readers of the GPN and
www.facebook.com/listeninglantern.julietadloune to
put a face to my name.

I started my morning by introducing myself to the St
John’s Ambulance volunteers. We were mutually
thrilled to be able to provide both physical and mental
health first aid support to the event. Through
conversation in groups and with individuals, I listened
to stories, experiences, and feelings on several topics
including financial worries, relationship issues,
parenting challenges, living with a mental health
condition and work stress. As a Mental Health First
Aider, I was not there to diagnose, or to offer my
opinion and recommend treatment; I was there to
listen non-judgementally and to signpost on to further
support.

Signposting

In 2022 research found that 4.7% of the population in
England/Wales provided 20 hours or more of care per
week. Carers UK provide information, advice, and
support for anyone who is a carer (this is not limited
to mental health). Contact them on: 08008087777

Who is this training for?

If you’d like to join an open MHFA course on 8/9
June in Cambridge, or an open SFA lite course on 4
July online, please do contact me via my email
address below. This training may be something which
would benefit your work colleagues if you are in
employment. It will also impact how you support
friends, family, and your community. And it will most
definitely be training which you will benefit from
yourself.

Juliet Adloune, a longstanding Girton resident, is a
fully qualified and accredited Adult Mental Health
First Aid Instructor and Suicide First Aid Associate
Tutor, experienced in delivering the full suite of
MHFA and SFA courses and committed to supporting
mental health within her local community. Contact her
via: www.facebook.com/listeninglantern.julietadloune
or mhfa.julietadloune@gmail.com

News For
Older
Residents

Celebrating Summer!
Join us for singing and playing percussion
instruments on Tuesday 20 June from 2 to 4pm in
the William Collyn Community Centre. Tea and
coffee will be served and there is no charge for this
event.

Community Coffee Mornings
Everyone is welcome on Wednesday mornings
between 9 and 11am in the Cotton Hall, a donation
of £2 is suggested. This is a very good opportunity
to see friends and meet younger residents and
preschool children.

Arlington Manor
Lookout for the new group starting this month on a
Thursday morning at Arlington Manor.

HIG Community Car Scheme
This is for residents of Histon, Impington and Girton
who do not have a car and find public transport hard
to use. Contact the Coordinator on 01223 297881 or
email: hig.car.scheme@gmail.com giving, if
possible, a week’s notice.

Summer Fair in Cambridge
Following on from the success of the Winter Fair, a
Summer Fair will be taking place from 10am to 1pm
on Wednesday 12 July at the Abbey Stadium,
Newmarket Road, Cambridge. There will be free
drinks and ice creams along with a variety of stalls
and activities. More details next month.

I will be taking leave in the second half of July so
please contact me in June for matters that may take a
little time. I still have incontinence items to pass on
and items specifically for men.

Patricia Johnston
Older Residents’ Coordinator
Tel: 07469 660 866
Email: patricia.johnston@ageukcap.org.uk
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A little bit of news
I suspect that many of our members
will be wondering about two of our
well known ladies who have not
been so well over the last few
months. For those of you who know

Christine Gray I have learned
that she is alright, comfortable
and eats well and now that
spring is here she enjoys
spending time sitting in the
garden. Her great friend Joan
Taylor who spent a few weeks
in hospital just recently is now
home and although still
struggling with an injury after
an accident is quite well in

herself. Two wonderful
ladies who in 2008 were
founder members of our
little club and to whom we
send our very best wishes.
We also send our best
wishes to Winifred Wicks
and Mary Parker both of
whom have not been so
well of late.

Unfortunately Covid has, over the last few years, brought
many of our activities to a halt and a number of our older
members have passed away or have moved into
residential homes and are too ill or immobile to be able
to attend. However, our computer group seems to be
gaining popularity with several people dropping in for
help with their computers, tablets and mobile phones and
some come along to just enjoy a chat with friends. You
are welcome to join us on Monday mornings  between
10am and 12md  (except on bank holidays) at Abbeyfield
for coffee, IT help or just a chat.

It was in June 2008 that an access point to the internet at
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre was threatened
with closure unless it could be opened to villagers. Every
Monday morning we opened up that small access point
and Club 55 - Girton grew from that small acorn and
now celebrates its 15th birthday. We expanded our
activities and the group grew with Cambridgeshire
County Council taking an interest in them eventually
asking us to entertain an international group of over 40
people who they had brought along to see what we were
doing. We also entertained the then Digital Minister Matt
Hancock who was there to promote a national help
scheme for people using the internet. Fantastic
developments over those years leave me wondering -
where next?
Sam Clift
Tel: 07850740721 or Email: samclift@ntlwold.com

June wine selection
With Welsh Wine Week (2-11 June) and English Wine
Week (17-25 June) this month, I’ve included a couple of my
favourite wines from this sceptred Isle to tempt your palate.
Iechyd da! Cheers!

Gutter & Stars, Strange News from Another Star, Bacchus
2021 (Cambridge)

This is an outstanding Bacchus wine
from Gutter & Stars urban winery in
Cambridge. Produced from grapes
grown in the Crouch Valley in Essex, the
wine was awarded ‘Bacchus of the Year’
last year. And deservedly so.
A refreshing, crisp wine with aromas of
jasmine, apple and citrus fruits on the
nose, and green apple with subtle hints
of peach and minerality on the palate.

This is a well-balanced wine which can be enjoyed by itself,
with seafood, white meat, a vegetable dish, or a light risotto.
Available from Gutter & Stars (French’s Road) and Grape
Britannia (Arbury Road) (£22-£24)

White Castle Vineyard Siegerrebe 2021 (Monmouthshire)

This is a very impressive wine from
White Castle Vineyard, located near
Abergavenny in Wales. Though not a
particularly common grape variety,
Siegerrebe grows well in cooler climates
and so is very much at home in the UK,
and this outstanding wine was awarded
Silver in the 2022 WineGB Awards.

A dry wine with refreshing acidity, this has pronounced
aromas of honey, blossom and muscat on the nose, leading
to flavours of peach, lychee, and nectarine on the palate.
Smooth and elegant, it’s a fresh, well-balanced wine with a
touch of spice on the finish, and can be enjoyed by itself, or
with a fish or chicken dish.
Available from Grape Britannia (Arbury Road) (£22)

Les Hauts de Saint Martin, Saint Chinian 2021 (France)

This Saint-Chinian wine is from vineyards located at
the southern end of the Massif Central and just 20
miles from the Mediterranean coast. This enables the
grapes to benefit from long, hot summers and mild
winters, resulting in a smooth, rich, full-bodied wine.
It won a Gold Medal in the Concours des Grands
Vins de France in 2022.
A blend of Syrah, Grenache, Carignan and
Mourvèdre grapes, this is a dry wine with medium
acidity, medium tannins, and a lengthy finish. With

bramble, plum and cherry on the nose, and an array of red
and black fruits with a hint of spice on the palate, this is an
appealing wine offering very good value for money.
A very good match for a grilled or roasted meat (or
vegetable) dish.  We enjoyed it with lamb chops.
Available from Co-op (£9)

Martin Nuttall, www.itmustbewineoclock.com
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Girton WI
Girton WI’s May meeting focused on the
forthcoming King’s Coronation event. Our
president started with business as usual, and
we were asked to vote in favour of a
resolution that we would like to go forward to
the annual meeting on the 25 May regarding
“clean rivers for people and wildlife.” This

was explained to us, and members voted and were in favour of this
resolution. Following this we proceeded with a Coronation quiz. We
had fun getting together and discussing possible answers. I hasten to
add some questions were a bit tricky. Finally, when all the answers
were completed, our president collected up the sheets and we all
waited in anticipation as to which group had won.
Everyone was informed of a “best crown” competition in which
members were asked if they would like to make a crown and/or a
dress, in red, white, and blue. Members who wore crowns were
judged by our president and a small gift was presented to them.
At the end of the evening the raffle was drawn, and a delicious fruit
cake made by one of our members along with a selection of wines,
prosecco, and coffee were served to celebrate the King’s Coronation
event. Finally, our president asked us all to raise our glasses in
honour of Charles and Camilla.
As always, if you are free on the first Wednesday of the month at
7.30pm and would like to come and join us, then please do pop in.
Sue Jiggins
Press and Publicity Officer
Girton W.I.

Ris’n, Ascended, Glorified!

At the time of writing (17 May) we are getting ready to celebrate the
ascension of Jesus. This takes place 40 days after Easter Day and is
the day when we remember Jesus’ return to heaven.
However, this “return to heaven” isn’t just a case of Jesus going home
after his job was finished. The key idea of Jesus’ ascension is that he
returns to the right hand of God to take his place as “King of Kings,
and Lord of Lords.” Christian history has always sought to recognise
that all human authority ultimately comes under the authority of Jesus.
Indeed, this idea was recognised in the very first words of the
coronation service earlier this month. A child greeted King Charles III
with the words: “Your Majesty, as children of the Kingdom of God we
welcome you in the name of the King of Kings.” The King responded:
“In his name, and after his example, I come not to be served, but to
serve.”
This greeting echoes first the idea that the kingship of our temporal
king is to be understood as existing under the ultimate kingship of the
King of Kings. But it also acknowledges the idea that Jesus’ kingship
is not one of tyrannically wielding power, but of using power for
service.
Christians also celebrate the ascension of Christ because it prepares
the way for the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised his followers that he
would not leave them alone. Ten days after Ascension we celebrate
Pentecost (sometimes called Whitsun) and the promised gift of the
Holy Spirit. This is how Jesus guides, comforts, empowers, and
protects those who follow him today. In some ways, this is the climax
of the Christian story, in which Jesus’ physical presence is now
replaced by a spiritual presence and in the words attributed to Teresa
of Avila: “Christ has no hands or feet on earth but ours.” We now take
on the mantle of expressing the goodness of God to those around us.
One way we’re doing this now is through a weekly coffee morning, on
Wednesdays at the Cotton Hall (see the website for more information).
Everyone is welcome to come and share company with others as we
live our lives together!
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Minister: Revd Nick Lowe
 Tel: 01223 279289
Secretary: Mr Ken Smith
 Tel: 07860 736536 01223

Website: www.girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk

Rector: Revd Michael Bigg
 Tel: 01223 202145
 Email: rector@girton.church
 Website: www.girton.church
Associate Priest: The Revd Christine Barrow
 Tel: 575089 Email: mcbarrow@me.com
Licensed Lay Ministers:
 Mr Dugald Wilson  Tel: 276940
 Mrs Christina Deacon Tel: 525337
Children and Families Minister:

Eona Bell Tel: 07305201419
Email: cmf@girton.church

Churchwardens:
 Mr Bruce & Mrs Wendy Hunter  Tel: 503958

Sunday Services: June

4th  10:00am - Holy Communion (+StA4K)
11th   8:00am - Holy Communion (BCP)
 10:00am - All-age Communion
   6:00pm - Evening Prayer (BCP)
18th 10:00am - Holy Communion (+StA4K)
   6:00pm - Evening Prayer (BCP)
25th   8:00am - Holy Communion (BCP)
 10:00am - Morning Prayer (CW) (+StA4K in
        the Cotton Hall)
2nd Jul 10:00am - Holy Communion (+StA4K)

*  StA4K is St Andrew’s for Kids in the church North
Room unless otherwise stated.

Regular weekday Services: June
Tues 9am Morning Prayer (said)
Weds 9am Morning Prayer (said) (Online)
Thurs 9am Morning Prayer (said) (Online)

9pm Compline (said) (Online)

Other Services
8th 3:30pm - Messy Church
14th 2:00pm - Abbeyfield Holy Communion
20th 2:15pm - Arlington Manor Holy Communion
29th 11:00am - Gretton Court Holy Communion
(BCP)

For up-to-date information about all these events please
see the church website (www.girton.church). You are
welcome to join us for Sunday morning worship in per-
son or remotely at: http://bit.ly/GirtonParishLive.

O God our mystery, you bring us life, call us to freedom,
and move between us with love. May we so participate
in the dance of your trinity, that our lives may resonate
with you, now and for ever.
Janet Morley

June Services, all at Girton Baptist Church,
and on Zoom:

4th 10.30am Morning Worship, with
  Communion, led by Nick Lowe.

11th 10.30am    Morning Worship, led by Nick
  Lowe.

18th  10.30am Morning Worship, with
 Communion, led by Nick Lowe.

25th  10.30am Morning Worship, led by Christine
 Kimmitt.

Messy Church is on Thursday 8 June from
3.30pm. It is for parents or grandparents and
their children, with craft activities based on a
Biblical theme, a story, and a meal together. This
month the theme will be “Pentecost.” If you
would like to find out more, please contact us or
just come along.

All are welcome to any of the services and
events.

For further details about any of the above,
including the online link for the service, please
ring 07483 334860 or email:
pastor@girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk

Psalm 23 is a Psalm of hope. It proclaims that
despite trials and difficulties, God is still faithful
and will always provide hope. Verse four says:
“Even though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.”
God is there to be our shepherd even in difficult
times.
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Mobile Library

Thursday 8th and 22nd June 2023

Thornton Court   9.40-10.00am
Abbeyfield    10.10-10.50am
Cotton Hall/Church  11.00-11.30am
Orchard Close   11.35-11.55am
St. Vincent’s Close  12.00-12.40pm
Gretton Court   12.50-1.15pm

Bin collections June
Thursday 8 June Black bin
Thursday 15 June Blue and Green bins
Thursday 22 June Black bin
Thursday 29 June Blue and Green bins

Contact numbers for bookings

Cotton Hall                      07759 983420
Orchard Close                277164
Pavilion                        618619
St Vincent’s Close               276447
William Collyn Community Centre      279587

If you would like to discuss any Parish Council
issues, please contact the following:
Chairman
Daniel Carney, Tel:07986592507
daniel.carney@girton-pc.gov.uk

Vice–Chairman
Ann Muston, Tel:07796 430345
ann.muston@girton-pc.gov.uk

Councillors
Gary Betts, Tel:07950 526349
gary.betts@girton-pc.org.uk
Michael Blom, michael.blom@girton-pc.gov.uk
Andrew Clare, andrew.clare@girton-pc.gov.uk
Alison Giles, Tel:07855 184549
alison.giles@girton-pc.gov.uk

Nasir Hayat, Tel:07917 204126
nasir.hayat@girton-pc.gov.uk
Patrick Linton, patrick.linton@girton-pc.gov.uk
Stuart Marshall, stuart.marshall@girton-pc.gov.uk
Haydn Williams, Tel:07831 858584
haydn.williams@girton-pc.gov.uk
Carolyn Wright, carolyn.wright@girton-pc.gov.uk

Formal correspondence to the Council should be
addressed to the Parish Clerk.

District Councillors
Corinne Garvie, Tel: 07780 932267 & 01223 276184
cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk
Richard Stobart, Tel:07950 934793
cllr.stobart@scambs.gov.uk

County Councillor
Edna Murphy, Tel: 01223 577005
edna.murphy@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Parish Clerk
Yvonne Murray Tel: 01223 237173
clerk@girton-pc.gov.uk

Assistant Parish Clerk
Angie Vidler, Tel: 01223 618619
admin@girton-pc.gov.uk

Website: www.girton-cambs.org.uk/council.html

Postal address:
Girton Parish Council, The Pavilion, Girton Recreation
Ground, Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0FH
You may also use the QR codes below to contact us: The Mobile

Post Office
Opens every Friday
1.30-2.30 pm in the
car park in Orchard
Close  behind the
old Scallywags
Nursery.

 The A10 Fish & Chip Van
    Visits Girton most Thursdays

Church Yard      3.50 – 4.10
Orchard Close      4.15 – 4.30
Wellbrook Way      4.30 – 4.45
St. Vincents Close     4.45 – 5.30
Church Lane      5.30 – 5.45
Hicks Lane       5.45 – 6.00
Duck End        6.00 – 6.30
Gretton Court      6.30 – 6.45
Woodlands Park     6.45 – 7.00
Dodford Lane      7.00 – 7.15
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