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Merry Christmas everyone
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Girton Parish Council
The following are amongst items discussed at Parish
Council meetings and information received by the
Parish Office.
The copy date for this edition precedes the November
meeting, but items on the agenda include approval of
replacement lighting on the Multi-Use Games Area,
and reviewing telephony in the Parish Office. As this
item goes to press, work on the replacement MUGA
carpet is progressing well. We are also pleased to
report that the access road between the Recreation
Ground Car Park and Girton Glebe School is
scheduled to be repaired in December. Maintenance of
this road is the responsibility of Cambs Highways, and
we extend our thanks to County Councillor Lynda
Harford for her persistence in getting these works
undertaken by the County Council.
Noting the closure of the eastbound access to the
A14/M11 at the Oakington Road junction, the Council
has renewed the plea to retain this until a more
permanent arrangement can be provided via the new
local road roundabout leading to Huntingdon Road. If
there is no access to the M11 from the north of the
village we stand to see an increase in traffic cutting
through the village to reach the M11 via Eddington.
These points were reiterated in 2015 and during the
development of our ill-fated ‘Statement of Common
Ground’ when suitable provisions were promised.
Again Cllr Harford is making our case to Highways.
Our LHI application has received provisional approval
but requires the addition of speed reduction cushions
between Hicks Lane and the Pavilion. An identical
application which was approved last year but
withdrawn to allow consultation did not require such
additions. This means the projected cost to the Parish
is increased from about £3k to about £5k.
Remembrance thanks
Thank you to all village organisations and residents
who took part in the recent Remembrance services and
events in the village, and to the collectors for the Royal
British Legion Poppy Appeal. Special thanks must be
given to Wendy Ripley, Girton’s Poppy Appeal
Organiser, who has worked tirelessly again this year to
make this another very successful year for the Poppy
Appeal in Girton. Many thanks, Wendy.
Next Meetings
The next Parish Council meetings will be held at St
Vincent’s Close Community Centre at 7.00pm on
Tuesday 17th December and Tuesday 21st January,
2020. Members of the public are welcome to attend all
Parish Council meetings and to speak in the open
session at the start.
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The Chairman, Councillors and Staff of Girton
Parish Council wish all residents a happy
Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous New
Year.

From Our Councillors
County Councillor Lynda Harford
Health
In a world where stress is something we all experience,
the emphasis has changed to include the importance of
our mental health to our overall wellbeing. Encouraged
by high profile individuals like the Dukes of
Cambridge and Sussex, it is becoming more acceptable
to talk about how we feel, to say when we feel anxious
or depressed. To support individuals to take care of
their mental health, Public Health England and the
NHS have launched ‘Every Mind Matters’. This is a
free online resource that shows people the simple steps
they can take to be better prepared for life’s ups and
downs. The platform allows you to create a
personalised action plan recommending a set of selfcare actions to deal with stress, improve sleep and help
you feel more in control: www.nhs.uk/oneyou/everymind-matters/
And on the subject of health, a reminder: please, if you
are aged 40–74 and you haven’t yet had a free NHS
health check, do make an appointment. These are
funded by the County Council and appointments
should be made through your GP. Further information:
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/be-well/resources-andcampaigns/nhs-health-checks-programme/
Roads
Those of you who use the car park at the pavilion or
take your children into school via the side entrance will
be pleased to hear that I now have confirmation from
the County Council’s assets team that the road serving
both locations will be repaired after the school closes
for the Christmas holidays.
The adoption process for the roads on the Wellbrook
Way development progresses slowly. Following recent
positive news I was frustrated to learn that the original
contractor appointed by Taylor Wimpey had pulled
out. It now seems TW has completed the process to
appoint a replacement. I have asked the Highways
Adoption Officer to ensure that the ‘missing’ section
of footpath outside the care home opposite the William
Collyn Centre is installed. This is the responsibility of
the developer that built the care home but it makes
sense (well, to me anyway) to try and get the work
done at the same time as the pre-adoption work is done
to the roads.
Many of you have complained to me about the parking
on Thornton Road particularly at its junction with
5
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…continued from page 5
Huntingdon Road. I am renewing my efforts to get
some resolution to this as there is no doubt that it has
got even worse recently.
Energy
The first joint Cambridgeshire & Peterborough
Corporate Energy Strategy has now been approved by
both councils. The vision is to secure renewable and
resilient energy supplies and infrastructure that can
support local needs whilst maximising commercial
benefit for both councils and their communities, and
making best use of their combined assets to reduce
carbon emissions and environmental impacts:
www.mlei.co.uk/climate&environment/corporateenergy-strategy/
Budget Priorities Consultation
The Council is consulting on priorities for its
forthcoming budget setting process. 1,100 residents
matching the demographic profile of the county have
been selected to participate in a face to face survey.
This will investigate their appetite for such things as
community involvement and their views on council
tax. The survey has been published on the council’s
website at:
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/finance-andbudget/business-plans/ [Closing date 08.12.2019]
Please do continue to contact me about the things that
matter to you. Thank you to everyone who has been in
touch recently. Your views and questions are very
important.
Lynda
lyndaharford@icloud.com;
01954 251775/07889 131022;
Follow me on Twitter: @2whit2whoo

A View From the District
Much of this past month has found me out of action
with a troubling cold, but before it struck I spent a
pleasant morning opening the refurbished kitchen of
the Phoenix Trust, a Milton-based charity which helps
people with learning difficulties by giving them a
meaningful experience of work and helping them to
develop social and life skills, and then helping them
into employment outside the Trust. It was humbling to
see what they could achieve with the support of willing
helpers, and to enjoy the food they were able to
produce in their new kitchen.
Our panel of architects who are invited to examine
schemes at the pre-application stage have looked at
several schemes, including the early proposals for
Darwin Green Phases 2 and 3. Joining them has given
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me a valuable insight into the minds of the developers
and their team and will help me as I chair meetings of
our JDCC to assess them. The architects picked up a
number of weaknesses in the Darwin Green proposals
which I hope to see amended.
A 600 page Scrutiny agenda made for a very long
meeting with some tricky issues. We had been asked to
recommend gating Setchel Drove in Cottenham to
prevent fly tipping. Local farmers were vehemently
against, fearing problems as they had to leave their
vehicles to open and close the gate. The Parish Council
was for it. The Neighbourhood policing team sent a
careful letter outlining the pros and cons and
recommending caution. We were able to suggest some
options to be tried before a permanent barrier.
The major issue for Scrutiny was the Local Plan: the
first stage will soon go out to consultation. This is a
hugely significant step as the lack of useful public
input was a major weakness in the current Plan. It was
disappointing that the opposition members (apart from
me) staged a walk-out. The rest of us looked carefully
through the proposals, highlighting among other things
the importance of using plain English; the accessibility
of the web-based information; the need to involve
people who work but do not live in the District; the
vital role of transport (a factor outside our control); and
the importance of water, both provision and handling
of waste. If approved by Cabinet this will go out to
consultation on 13 January. At present the document
focuses on:
• Responding to climate change
• Increasing biodiversity and green spaces
• Promoting wellbeing and equality
• Delivering quality places.
Please have your say!
The meeting ended at 8.30pm, a five-and-a-half-hour
marathon. Perhaps I need not feel too guilty that after
that I was out of action for the rest of the month.
At a recent conference I was told about the police
webchat, which can now be used as an alternative
means of contact even for reporting a crime. Within the
week I had cause to use it and can report that it seems
to work very well; so well that I have set up an
alias: tinyurl.com/cambspolice will take you to it.
If you would like a fuller monthly report emailed to
you please contact me at scdc@de-lacey.org and I shall
add you to the list of recipients. If you have any
District Council issues you would like to discuss
please don't hesitate to ask me.
Douglas de Lacey
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

MUSIC AT GIRTON
SUNDAY 1 DECEMBER
at 6.00 pm (until 7.15 pm)
Chapel, Girton College, Cambridge
Advent Carol Service
Please note that this is a service rather than a concert;
however, all members of the public are welcome.
You are advised to arrive early to secure a seat
Admission free; retiring collection
8
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Bobtails Christmas Party

Carol Singing

The Bobtails Christmas parties will be at the Girton
Pavilion on Monday 16th and Thursday 19th
December from 9.30–11.30am. We will have the
brilliant Kreepie Krawlies soft play joining us and
festive themed snacks. It's £3.50 for your first child
and 50p per additional child.
Email: girton.bobtails@gmail.com
Facebook: facebook.com/BobtailsGirton

in aid of Jimmy's Night Shelter and ‘Singing
for Breathing’
Girton Carol Singers are taking to the streets for
three nights before Christmas, to enjoy singing
carols and raise money for two worthwhile causes.
Please join us to help sing, or collect! Please wrap
up warmly, and bring a torch! Children are very
welcome, but should be accompanied by an adult.
Carol singing is a great way to get into the
Christmas spirit – carol sheets are provided, and we
sing a mix of old favourites, ‘folk’ carols and a few
more recent ones. We usually aim to finish singing
by around 9.30, but you are welcome to join later
and leave earlier if you wish! Route maps will be on
the website: girtoncarolsingers.org.uk and on our
Facebook page.
This year we are singing on the following nights
(please note the change to the usual first night
meeting place!):
Saturday 21st: Meet outside the Old Crown at
6.30pm, and then singing to Fairway, Northfield and
Dodford Lane, and High Street if there is time.

GIRTON WALKING GROUP
14th

Saturday
December: Clayhithe riverside
circular walk, via Bottisham Lode. A shorter walk
of 4 miles, followed by a ‘bring and share’
Christmas meal. Meet at 10am at Clayhithe, at the
Bridge pub. Note that this is a week later than usual,
to enable people to go to the Mill Road Christmas
Fair.

Monday 23rd: Meet at the Thornton Road lamppost nearest to Girton Road at 6.30pm, singing to
Thornton Road, Thornton Way, etc
Tuesday 24th: Meet at the Sensory Garden at
6.30pm, singing to Wellbrook Way and Weavers’
Field.

The Girton Walking Group will be taking a break in
January and will resume on 1st February 2020.
For details, contact Gina Lane, ginaklane@aol.com

COFFEE MORNING
at 2b St Margaret’s Road
In aid of St Andrew’s – Action Abroad
Saturday 7th December
10.30am–12 noon
Bring and Buy – Cakes – Raffle
Please come and support
All donations welcome
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GIRTON GARDEN SOCIETY
Thursday 12th December at 7.30pm
William Collyn Community Centre
A Cottager’s Christmas
By Andrew Sankey
Competitions
A Christmas table arrangement
Six Brussels sprouts or three leeks
9
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Low cost car parking in
Cambridge City

Appeal for Sleeping Bags for
Jimmy’s Night Shelter

Rotary will again be opening three central University
sites to raise much needed funds for good causes and
to contribute to the festive season. Cash donations of
£7 (or more) are welcome and this covers parking for
the rest of the day until the site closes.

Jimmy’s are asking for sleeping bags, blankets, rugs,
new underwear, warm winter clothing and toiletries to
hand out to their rough sleepers over the winter
months. If you can help by donating any of those that
would be marvellous. Last year we were able to pass
on 48 blankets and 15 sleeping bags from Girton –
let’s see if we can do as well this year!

The Downing and Chemistry sites are open for
business on these days:
Saturday 23rd & 30th Nov. 7th, 14th, 21st, 28th Dec.
Sunday 24th Nov. 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th Dec.
Friday 27th and Monday 30th Dec.
The Cambridge Assessment site is NOT open on
Sundays but will open for the other days shown above.
Details of site addresses and opening times are given
below:
Downing Site, Tennis Court Road, CB2 1GA
Entry from 8.30am, except on Sundays when it is
10am
Exit by 7pm
Cambridge Assessment, Harvey Road, CB1 2ET
Entry from 9.30am
Exit by 5pm
Department of Chemistry, Lensfield Road, CB2 1EW
Entry from 10am, except on Sundays when it is 11am
Exit by 5pm

N.B. They can’t take in pillows or duvets unfortunately, because of fire regulations.
Please contact me and I am happy to come and collect
your donations from you. If you are unable to get hold
of me then please leave your donations in the back of
St Andrew’s Church and I will collect them from
there. Arlington Manor have also kindly offered to
take in any donations, so if that is easier for you,
please leave them there.
If you are interested in doing any volunteering I can
chat to you about who to speak to at Jimmy’s.
Jenny Knights
47 Fairway
01223, 276405
jenny.knights@virginmedia.com

Please check our website for latest information about
parking and other Rotary activities:
www.cambridge-southrotary.org.uk
Thank you for supporting us – we raised over £33,000
last year from parking donations and this really helps
many charities.

December 2019
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News from
Girton Glebe Primary School
The second half of the autumn term is now in full
swing and there have been many exciting things
happening at Girton Glebe Primary School over the
last month. Please read on for a round-up of our latest
news…
Remembrance
Girton Glebe was proud to support the Royal British
Legion’s Poppy Appeal in the lead up to
Remembrance Day and would like to thank all
children, parents and carers who supported us in
raising money on the 100th anniversary of Armistice
Day. On Monday 11 November, our Year 6 children
attended the Cenotaph to pay their respects and
observe a minute’s silence on behalf of all pupils at
Girton Glebe. A wreath was laid on Sunday 10
November by the school’s governing body and we are
very proud to have been both invited and represented
at such a poignant service.

group are working hard in the lead up to our Christmas
concert which promises to be an exciting programme.
This event will take place on 16 December.
Our choir and guitar group will also be visiting
Abbeyfield on 12 December to perform a range of
festive pieces for the residents in the lead up to
Christmas.
Children in Need
On Friday 15 November our staff and pupils came to
school in non-uniform in order to raise money for the
BBC’s Children in Need appeal. It was lovely to see so
many children supporting this great cause and we
thank all parents and carers for their kind donations.
Mr Andrew Simpson
Headteacher
@GirtonGlebePS

Christmas Festivities
We are looking forward to an equally busy December;
we will be enjoying a whole Key Stage 2 theatre trip to
The Wind in the Willows, whilst Key Stage 1 will host
an experience day, where they will learn about ‘Toys
from the Past’ presented by History Off the Page.
We will also welcome back another Girton Glebe
alumna, Gytha Lodge, a playwright and Top 10 fiction
author of ‘She Lies in Wait’ and the upcoming ‘She
Watches from the Dark’, who will be talking to the
children about her journey to becoming a published
author.
Our Key Stage 1 pupils are currently rehearsing for
their performance of Hey Ewe! which presents the
Christmas story from the perspective of a sheep, whilst
our Foundation Stage pupils are preparing for their
Nativity which will be performed on 13 December.
Tuning Up
The musicians of Girton Glebe are incredibly busy
rehearsing for a number of upcoming concerts and
events within the school calendar. Our instrumentalists
on piano, violin, brass and guitars, along with our
school choir, orchestra, guitar orchestra and ukulele
12
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Well Done, Girton Glebe School!
All of us at Girton Parish News would like to thank
the pupils at Girton Glebe School who contributed
designs for our Christmas front cover this month!
We had lots of entries and it was really hard to
choose between them. Thanks to Grace (Birch
class) for her winning design and special
commendations to Kirsty (Birch), Hannah (Birch),
Iris (Willow) and Ella (Birch), who were close
runners-up. And congratulations to everybody for a
wonderful set of imaginative and colourful pictures
which we so much enjoyed.

Girton Musical Theatre celebrates
30 years!
It was just over thirty years ago that the advert below
was posted in the GPN. After the publication of that
announcement, the group that would become Girton
Operatic (and more recently Girton Musical Theatre)
was formed, and since then has performed a fully
staged operetta every year in the school hall.

De
To the left: Winning
design by Grace (Birch
Class)

Merry Christmas everyone

Below: Runners-up from
top left clockwise;
Kirsty (Birch), Hannah
(Birch), Ella (Birch)
and Iris (Willow)

To celebrate this milestone the committee organised a
celebration in the school hall, with a four course buffet
and music from most of their shows! The photo below
shows the committee preparing to serve the buffet
wearing their ‘Great Girton Bake Off’ aprons, which
some readers might remember from the Sorcerer a few
years ago, which had a bake-off theme, including an
audience cookery competition!
The evening was a
great success with
several former
members returning to
Girton for the party,
and joining in with
the musical
entertainment.
The society is now
looking forward to
its 31st show: The Pirates of Penzance on 27th–29th
February in Girton Glebe School Hall, tickets from
www.ticketsource.co.uk/girtonmusicaltheatre.
More information about GMT can be found on our
website www.girtonmusicaltheatre.org.uk or on our
Facebook page.
Helen Wilson

December 2019
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WORDSEARCH – Season’s Greetings!
Can you find all these words in the grid? They can read Left to Right, Right to Left, Up or Down or
Diagonally. Tick them off as you go.

CODEWORDS
Each number 1–26 represents a different letter of the alphabet. Can you work out which is which? Use your word
skills and the clues included. Note that Codewords can include names or well-known phrases. Answers on Page 38.

December 2019
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Girton WI
News
The festive season was
upon us for our November
Meeting. After few words
from our president, one of
our members, Jill Sparks, took over and explained our
festive activity for the evening. We had all come along
prepared with four fat quarters of material, some with
Christmas patterns, like holly, stars, bells, etc., and
some in Christmas colours. Members had also brought
with them ribbons, bells and a varying assortment of
things to adorn the finished article. What were we
making? I hear you ask. At each table there was a large
double metal ring, and the challenge was to make a rag
wreath. Examples were shown and there was a lot of
admiration for the creations that had already been
made. We were also told how simple it was to make
these lovely decorations for our own homes this
Christmas. There was a hubbub of chatter at each table
as we proceeded to start
our wreaths. Jill was
right, it was simply a
matter of tying our cut
strips of material to the
metal ring, in whichever
design or pattern we
chose. Outer ring first,
then the middle, with
ribbons of gold, silver,
red and green in between
if we so chose. Halfway
through the evening we
stopped for refreshments,
tea, coffee and wonderful cakes made by Jenny
Knights and Janet Thom which everyone enjoyed. A
few more notices from Susie (president) about our
future meetings this year. On Wednesday 4th
December Ciara Towney is coming to talk to us about
the process of making fused glass and bringing along
some of her Christmas glass gifts to sell. Then on
Wednesday 11th December we are having our
Christmas meal at The Old Crown, Girton. Members
are looking forward to both these events. The raffle
was then drawn, with some lovely festive prizes. We
then continued to finish or attempt to finish our
wreaths. At the end of the evening, each table stood up
and displayed their wreaths to the other tables. They all
looked spectacular and it was agreed that everyone had
very much enjoyed the evening.

Dear Girton Parish News
We would like to post a sincere thank-you to all the
residents of Girton who decorated their gardens, carved
pumpkins, and offered treats to our little ones for the
Halloween celebration.
Along with some of our friends and neighbours, we
went Trick-or-Treating around the area with our sevenyear-old child on 31st October. The residents of Girton
make such an effort for the children every Halloween.
Indeed, I had a text all the way from Kenya, from a
family who lived in Cambridge last year, mentioning
the ‘super-spooky’ house on Girton Road … which got
a whole lot spookier this year!
Thanks again for your kindness; it makes this exciting
night even more special for the children.
Best wishes, is mise le meas, E. Harrington

Dear Girton Parish News,
It is one hundred years ago this year that the two
minutes’ silence was begun on 11th November in
memory of all those who had died in World War I (the
War to end all Wars). Sadly after World War II and the
huge loss of life, more names had to be added to the
War Memorial.
Grateful thanks to Dr Douglas de Lacey for leading the
gathering and the 2 minutes’ silence at the Girton War
Memorial this year once again on 11th November.
Yours sincerely,
Mrs Margaret Sharpe

Wendy Hall

December 2019
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As we approach the end of the year, I have been reviewing
the successes and failures in my own garden. The most
surprising disappointment was the death of the springflowering shrub Kerria japonica. Truth to tell, it shouldn’t
really have been a surprise because, when pruning in the
summer, for a few years I had been finding increasing
numbers of stems either dead or covered with brown
lesions. This is a plant that has until recently been
considered disease-free, indeed so easy to grow that it
could become invasive. However, since 2014 kerria twig
and leaf blight has been spreading across the UK. It is
caused by a fungus which had been recorded in America
but not previously in this country. It is difficult to control
but fortunately it is specific to kerria, so should not affect
other garden plants. I shall look at this in a positive light as
an opportunity to grow something new!
That new plant might be a shrub to add dramatic autumn
colour to the pale yellow of the cherry and the dull pinkish
red of the viburnums in the garden now. I have recently
read articles praising the deciduous species of euonymus.
The common spindle Euonymus europaeus is good and the
variety ‘Red Cascade’ is particularly recommended for its
vivid scarlet foliage and bright pink berries. However, this
grows to three metres, so perhaps for a small garden the
dwarf variety of winged spindle, Euonymus alatus
‘Compactus’, which grows to only 1.5 metres, would be
better. Its leaves turn rose-crimson and its purplish-red
fruits split open to reveal orange seeds – very eye-catching!
Now the modest success. In the spring I partly replanted a
south-facing bed and was pleased with the result.
Following a recommendation of one of the Garden
Society’s speakers, I tried the hardy geranium ‘Brookside’,
a hybrid from the collection formed at Cambridge Botanic
Garden, and I can wholeheartedly endorse the
recommendation. It has abundant bright blue flowers and
will reliably rebloom after being cut back. Equally
successful was a tradescantia with deep purplish-blue
flowers, a plant which had been vulnerable to pest damage
in another part of the garden. In its new position it bloomed
continuously throughout the summer and into October.
Both of these were extremely attractive to bees. I had read
that bees prefer blue flowers and I wondered whether this
was really true and, if so, why. As I understand it, bees’
sight is very different from ours in perception of colour and
they can most easily see colours in the blue to ultraviolet
part of the spectrum. However, recent research has
revealed a fascinating fact: many plants which cannot
produce blue pigments have evolved to develop irregular
December 2019

microscopic ridges on their petals which scatter light
particles, creating a “blue halo” in the centre of the flower
that helps bees to find the flowers.
After two slight frosts, perhaps worse by the time you read
this, I’m sure careful gardeners will have taken precautions
against freezing as far as outdoor taps, hoses, watering
cans, pots and tender plants are concerned. There are many
gardening tasks that can be done during the winter in
milder spells; the RHS gives helpful monthly lists in the
Advice section of its website.
However, at least in mid-December many of us will be
busy with preparations for Christmas. With Christmas
presents in mind, I have looked on the internet for recently
published books which might be appreciated by gardening
friends. Below is a very small selection, most, or all
(depending on where you buy them) costing under £15. I
must emphasize that I have not seen the books, so this is
not a personal recommendation.
The Half-Hour Allotment: Timely Tips for the Most
Productive Plot Ever. By Lia Leendertz & RHS. White
Lion Publishing. First published in 2005, this edition has
hundreds of new photographs. Half an hour’s work a day
with weekends off? Allotment holders may be sceptical!
RHS Gardener’s Quiz and Puzzle Book: 100 Brainteasers
for Gardeners Who Know Their Onions. By Simon
Akeroyd. Octopus Publishing.
50 Plants That You Can’t Kill. By Jamie Butterworth. (An
RHS book.) Mitchell Beazley. Another over-confident
title!
William Morris’s Flowers. By Rowan Bain. Thames &
Hudson. A lavishly illustrated ‘gift book’. The text traces
the origins of Morris’s flower-based designs: his own
gardens, herbals, manuscripts, tapestries and the objects
that he studied at the South Kensington Museum.
Where the Hornbeam Grows: A Journey in Search of a
Garden. By Beth Lynch. Weidenfeld and Nicholson. From
one review: “I loved Where The Hornbeam Grows not just
because, as a gardener myself, I can’t imagine not being
able to tend and nurture plants, but also because it provides
a fascinating insight into the challenges people can face
when moving to a new country. It’s also beautifully written
with lovely descriptions of plants and the natural world.”
Happy Christmas and may 2020 be a good gardening year.
Valerie Hall, Girton Garden Society
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Girton Bowls Club
As the clocks go back and the
nights draw in, our Indoor Bowls
players appear to be going from
strength to strength. Their winning
start to the season has continued
with their latest victory, a convincing win against Lt Shelford of 6–0.

Our AGM was held on 25th November at Abbeyfield and
a report of this meeting will be in next month’s article.
Discussions are still ongoing regarding the usage by
the Bowls Club of the William Collyn Community
Centre. Due to our unique requirements, whereby we
are unable to block book the Centre ahead of time, due
to match fixtures not being agreed until the beginning
of each new season, many other users who are able to
block book are naturally taking priority over the Bowls
Club. This is nobody’s fault, it just raises the question
as to whether the WCCC is going to suit the needs of
the Club long term, as the Centre becomes more and
more popular. Hopefully we will find a solution which
suits all parties.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very
Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.
Please contact our Secretary Margaret McCall by email
at margaret.mccall@ntlworld.com for more details or
visit our website at www.girtonbowlsclub.weebly.com
to catch up with all our results and view photos of our
activities to date.
Lynne McGill

Girton v Lt Shelford Indoor/Outdoor League
The short mat bowls being played at Cottenham Bowls Club
is proving to be very popular. We have not won any matches
yet, but it is only our second season in this discipline and I
am sure all the hard work will start to pay off soon.

Malcolm Creek and
Janet Graaff with their
‘Hot Shot’ trophies

The Girton Bowlers’ October ramble was a beautiful
walk around the back of Wimpole Hall grounds and up
to the Folly. From this panoramic vantage point we
were able to see for miles and enjoy the beautiful trees
displaying their stunning Autumn colours. We then
continued on a 5 mile circular route finishing back at
Arrington for a great Pub lunch.
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Girton Netball Club
Adult Friendly Netball League
(AFNL) – Winter League 2019
Girton have taken part in our first
three league matches this season
with a win, a close loss and a more
convincing loss under our belts.
Before Christmas we will play 2
more matches and hope to include some new team
members who have joined the club through our
successful Back-to-netball sessions.
Training Sessions
Monday evening training sessions at the Recreation
ground in Girton (6.30–7.45pm, cost £5) are
continuing until 2nd December 2019. The Back-tonetball course has proved to be popular and there are a
few new members of our club, but we are always
looking for more people to play so please do contact
Mel using girton.village.netball@gmail.com for any
further information and feel welcome to come and join
us. Training sessions will commence again early in
January 2020.
Mel Gulston
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Girton Colts Football
Club
The club’s Christmas present has
come early this year. Not only do
we have a new surface on our
MUGA pitch, but we have also been
selected as one of the local organisations that the Co-op
supports. Every time you spend in our Girton Co-op 1%
goes towards local organisations. So I urge as many of
you as possible to get a Co-op membership card and select
Girton Colts as your chosen organisation to fund. All
funds raised by the club go back into making football
more accessible in our village, which is offered to all
under 18s. Learning new skills, keeping fit, having fun
and making friends as part of a team is what this money
will support.
We are desperately seeking more boys and girls for
our Under 5 and Under 6 team as well as any girls
between 7–11 years old. Please contact our team
secretary by email for more information:
teamsec@girtoncolts.co.uk
GCFC Member News
Under 5&6 team: The teams are gathering numbers
now and you can see the enjoyment on all the players’
faces. The Under 6 has a great management structure
in place and we are trying to build the Under 5s
structure now … If you’re interested in leading this
team to Colts glory, please do get in touch!
Girls’ Development: Our technique is improving, and
we are looking to start playing some friendly matches
against some other local teams. Watch this space!
Under 7 Team: The U7s have been scoring lots of
goals, and saving lots too! If the ball does ever
manage to get past Romeo, it’s been David and
Andrew making great saves, Ethan also had all the
moves of a FIFA goalkeeper in our last away match
and after 2 previous away games coming close to the
wire the boys had their first away match win!
Under 8 Team: Girton Under 8s have continued to
improve under the guidance of the new management
team. We have been learning the importance of
working hard without the ball and positional play,
which has been paying off on match day. The team are
looking forward to remaining games before the
Christmas break.
Under 9 Team: The Colts U9s have welcomed many
new players to the team this season, and they have all
shown great spirit and resilience! We’ve had some
tough games, but we’re improving week on week,
with some great goals over the last few matches
coming from Lucas, Denford, Fred and Ewan.

Under 10 Team: The Colts U10s have had a busy
month and continue to develop in training and
especially in matches. A fine away win in Saffron
Walden was followed up with a well deserved draw
away at Comberton in wet and windy conditions. This
past weekend saw our first home game for a while and
the boys played exceptionally well to register a win
against Cambourne. Everyone is making individual
and team contributions leading to six different scorers
of those 8 goals and others making assists, goal saving
tackles or saves.
Under 12 Team: The U12s have had 3 matches in the
last month; all of them comfortable wins. First they
beat Longstanton 8–1 in a friendly with goals from
James, Ethan and Alex A. Next up was a league match
against a Stretham team that had never lost to Girton.
However this time Colts prevailed 5–1 with James,
Yusuf and Cosmo all getting on the score sheet.
Finally there was a 9–2 win against Burwell in the
Cup. Finley, James, Maison, Martino, Alex S, Charlie
and William all scored. That made it 11 different
goalscorers in the month.
Andrew Hawkes

Girton Golf Club
This is the last report for 2019 from
Girton Golf Club and the final month
of our Captain Brian Pettengell’s year.
A year that has seen a number of real
achievements which have included a
phenomenal £7000 plus raised for Arthur Rank Hospice,
funds raised from members for the erection of a new clock
above the club house and the development of a wonderfully
successful catering and bar department delivering excellent
food and service throughout the year, to the delight of
members and visitors.
The Annual Dinner Dance was held in early November,
the room was dressed beautifully and the food was out of
this world. We were regally entertained by Cecil Farayi, a
brilliant Soul and Tamla Motown singer. The 72 attendees
had a great evening to the point that we booked Cecil for
Captain’s Day evening in June 2020.
Our Burns Night Dinner is on Saturday 25th January.
Tickets are on sale now and seating is limited, so if you
would like to toast the Haggis and have a great evening
with excellent bagpipes played by Linda Carpenter and
fabulous traditional Burns Night food, you had better book
now at only £25 for members and £30 for non-members.
Other January events are a Fish and Chip supper on 10th
January and a Sunday Lunch on the 19th. Call the Catering Department for more details, timings and costs for
these events and to book your place.
Continued on page 23…
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Girton Tennis Club

…continued from page 21
Our brilliant team of PGA professionals led by Alan
Fletcher has significantly expanded its reach, taking on another site at Kingsway near Melbourne increasing their capabilities to offer coaching and training to players of all
ages, and giving a onward path for the Juniors at Kingsway
to move to a full 18-hole golf course and club at Girton.
This also gives Alan a much greater retail area and therefore better buying power and thus even more competitive
pricing and a greater range of products. This brings our
team of professionals to 9, a great wealth and breadth of
skills and abilities to draw on for all our playing members.
As we move into winter golf, additional work is being
performed on the course with our 3rd and 4th holes being
altered and in some areas remodelled to ensure Girton
remains an interesting and challenging course for golfers of
all abilities.
Early November saw our AGM being held to a packed
club house lounge, where a lively discussion on a wide
cross-section of subjects ensued. Being a Members Club
with 600 playing members, everyone has a view and the
right to air it at this meeting and the Council and Committees are held to account for their past actions and plans for
the future. A new President was voted in and we are delighted to have Geoff Moody as our President for 2020 and
2021. Our grateful thanks go to Michael Douglas who has
filled that role admirably for the past 2 years. A new Club
Captain and Vice-captain were also voted in and for 2020
they will be Alan Henderson-Smith as Captain and John
Creighton as Vice-captain. Brian Pettengell will stand
aside as Captain at the end of the year, having worked tirelessly, and effectively, throughout his year, and it would
seem he enjoyed every minute.

The tennis club would like to wish
all readers a very Happy Christmas.
The committee are working on
plans for 2020 and we have entered
both a Men’s and Mixed team for
the Summer League. If you are interested in playing in
either of our teams, please get in touch (details below).
Our Christmas dinner will be held this year at the Old
Crown on Saturday 7th December. Members will have
received an email about this earlier in November and
we hope all attendees have a pleasant evening. Thanks
to Kevin for making all the arrangements for us.
Although our Friday sessions for Junior members have
finished for the Winter, adult members continue to
meet from 7.30pm every Friday. We play on the Girton
Recreation Ground courts and members who purchase
a key have court access during most daylight hours.
Potential new members are very welcome to come
along to our Friday club nights for one or two free
sessions to check it all out.
Details about our activities can be found on our
website www.girtontennisclub.uk or by contacting our
Membership Secretary Kevin Keeves on 276660 or by
email info@girtontennisclub.uk.
Alan Franklin

On a Wednesday morning from 9.30am we still welcome
the over 55s to join us, and each other, for a light breakfast
and lots of chatter. Just £4 gets you a bacon roll, or equivalent, and as much tea and coffee as you can drink. Just turn
up and join in the conversation, no need to book or commit. Remember you can enjoy coffee and cake, and really
attractively priced lunches every day, so come along and
enjoy your local golf club. Social membership is also available at a very low cost, so join the other 270 plus locals
who are Girton Golf Club Social members. We look forward to seeing many of you at our Christmas lunches and
dinners throughout December.
Can we take this opportunity to say Merry Christmas to all
of our members and visitors who have enjoyed the facilities at Girton Golf Club in 2019 and a Happy and Peaceful
New Year to you all for 2020. Come down and see just
what we have to offer.
Alan Henderson-Smith
Tel: 01223 276169
www.girtongolf.co.uk
December 2019
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Girton Garden
Society
At the Girton Garden
Society meeting at William
Collyn Hall at 7.30pm,
Thursday 14th November
Geoff Hodge talked about
‘Winter Colour in the Garden’.
The first priority for a garden is to change with the
seasons. For a winter display there is a wide selection
of plants to brighten up those cold days. Some of the
most popular are winter pansies and violas. However,
these need to have been planted while the weather is
still comparatively warm in order to form their flower
buds. For primroses – which come in indoor and
outdoor varieties – there is the Primrose Alaska series.
Shrubs are a great source of colour, such as Viburnum
bodnantense with the yellow Mahonia media ‘Charity’
being another. As shrubs flower best on young wood,
keeping them pruned is important. Many of them are
highly scented in order to attract the few pollinating
insects around in winter, Daphne mezereum being one
such. Jasminum nudiflorum is popular and likes to
grow on a wall or fence. It is possible to grow witch
hazel on alkaline soil if there is plenty of organic
matter in the soil to prevent it drying out in summer.
Not to be omitted are the red berries of shrubs such as
cotoneaster, pyracantha and holly berries.
Helleborus niger brightens up the short days. It is so
called as the roots are black. It is necessary to cut the
old leaves back to prevent disease. For a carpet of
white, what better than snowdrops – Galanthus
‘Dionysius’? For a spectacular display, ornamental
cabbages are hard to beat.
Geoff showed us that, with a bit of planning, our
winter gardens can be a real joy.
Felicia Moor

Garden Tip of the Month – December
December is a month of short days, with only limited
opportunities for gardening, but the rate at which
things develop is usually slow, so it really doesn’t
matter. If you have nest boxes it’s a good idea to clean
them out well before the next nesting season starts, and
if you don’t have any why not get one or two and put
them up. Two specialised types of nest box for swifts
(like an enlarged letter box) and house sparrows (three
in a row for social living) are available for these
species that have struggled recently and could do with
some help.

December 2019

In the past many people would bring holly shoots with
berries and trails of ivy into the house for Christmas
decoration, but nowadays few do. None-the-less
pulling ivy out of other plants, trees, the edges of
hedges and generally all round is worth doing when the
leaves are off and you can see into murky corners. I’m
fairly confident that the amount of ivy needed as a
food source or niche for wildlife will not be much
reduced in total in Girton because there is so much of it
around, but if you fail to round it up annually it will
gradually take over a widening margin of your garden;
so give it a firm chop!
Remember to check any fruit or veg you are storing, to
remove any rotten apples, spuds etc. before they spread
the disease. Happy Christmas!
George Thorpe

2019 Poppy Appeal
The 6th June 2019 saw the 75th anniversary of
‘Operation Overlord’, the date the allied forces
landed on the beaches of Normandy and changed
the course of the 2nd World War in Europe.
In the years since that historic day the Royal British
Legion has continued to provide assistance to our
Service Personnel when in need of support
following further conflicts throughout the world.
This year Girton raised the sum of:

£7373.87
Although fewer people stepped forward to assist
with the campaign this year, I would like to thank
everyone who did support this worthwhile cause.
From businesses who had collecting boxes on
display in the village, to the house to house
collectors, the volunteers who sat in Sainsbury’s
foyer and those who donated money.
Wendy Ripley
Poppy Appeal Organiser Girton

27

28

Girton Parish News

A14 Update
The 12-mile bypass to the south of Huntingdon in
Cambridgeshire – part of the UK’s biggest road
upgrade – will open to traffic on Monday 9 December,
a full year ahead of schedule. The new bypass will run
between Ellington and Swavesey and is part of a £1.5
billion project to upgrade 21 miles of the A14 between
Cambridge and Huntingdon.

All A14 junctions east of and including Girton, as well
as the A1 junctions, will maintain their existing
junction numbers.
You can view a map of the new bypass
at www.highwaysengland.co.uk/A14C2H
Work on the rest of the project, between Swavesey and
Milton, continues and is on schedule to completed as
planned by December 2020.
Angela Harrison
Communications Manager
A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon improvement
improvemen scheme

From 9 December, drivers travelling eastbound on the
new bypass will still have to join a section of 40mph
narrow lanes roadworks from the Swavesey junction,
so should look out for the signs when they approach
the area.
The new A14 was designed with safety as the number
one priority and its design is simple and intuitive.
Variable mandatory speed limits will help to manage
traffic to reduce congestion and ensure safety. As with
any major road, the main things to remember are to
keep left unless overtaking, not to drive under a Red X,
stick within the speed limit and know what to do if you
break down. A red roundel around a speed limit means
it is mandatory.
Slow moving vehicles will be prohibited from the new
bypass and will be directed to use alternative local
access roads. Each junction has specific possible
vehicle movements and it is not always possible to join
or leave the new road in all directions, to ensure that
A14 traffic uses the most appropriate junction for its
destination, avoiding smaller roads through local
communities.
The junction numbers on the A14 between Ellington
and Bar Hill will change when the bypass opens, as
there will be fewer junctions than on the old A14. New
A14 junction numbers will be as follows:
• New Ellington, junction 21
• Brampton interchange, junction 22
• Godmanchester and A1198, junction 23
• Swavesey, junction 24
• Bar Hill, junction 25
December 2019

Get involved in the Big Conversation
about how we shape our NHS
Local residents are being encouraged to have their say
on the future of local NHS services as part of The Big
Conversation.
Funding for healthcare across Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough is under pressure. More people are using
NHS services locally, and resources are limited. At the
moment, the local NHS is buying more than it can
afford which means that some difficult decisions need
to be made about the services it can afford to provide
in the future.
The Big Conversation has been created to help
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical
Commissioning Group (CCG), who buy the healthcare
services in the local area, to understand what is most
important to the local community. Feedback received
will be used to create a set of principles that will
inform our future plans and help shape our local NHS.
Local residents can give their feedback by attending
one of the events taking place across Cambridgeshire
and Peterborough during October and November. Or,
by completing a short survey online at
bit.ly/NHSBigConversation
Find out more about The Big Conversation and local
events online bit.ly/NHSBigConversation
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Prime Time Fitness Renovation
The Barn, Primetime Fitness or Revolution Health
and Fitness is still here in Girton. Those of you who
remember it as the Barn will have had a long
standing relationship with the club. It’s been here for
a long time and was in need of an upgrade, so in
September Revolution took over Primetime Fitness
to take the club forward and reenergise it. On 31st
October the doors were closed and the refurbishment
began, and as you can see from the picture the
transformation is great. We still have work to do but
if you feel that you would like to pop in and have a
tour please feel free to do so.
Simon Stringer
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Beat Car Thieves and Crooks –
Keep your belongings safe

theft resistant number plates which will make your
plates less attractive to thieves. You can also get antitheft number plate bolts.

Hi everyone, I am one of your neighbourhood officers
that covers Girton. Over the last nine months we have had
an unusual increase in vehicle crime in our area.
Therefore I have decided to put together some crime
prevention tips on how to keep your vehicle and
belongings safe.

If you witness a crime or even if you just see something
suspicious – let us know! Call 101, report it online at
www.cambs.police.uk or contact Crime Stoppers. The
information that you provide is invaluable to us and we
greatly appreciate your time and effort.

1. Security measures. Criminals will avoid vehicles
that have visible devices and deterrents such as
steering locks, gearstick and handbrake locks and
internal front and rear dash cam with sensors. These
are all relatively cheap to buy, but in general, the more
you pay, the better the security.

PCSO Tony Martin

2. Hide any valuables. Never leave expensive goodies
out on display. They are all fair game and just too
tempting for the opportunistic thief.
3. Untidy vehicles attract car thieves. Remember
portable sat navs leave a circular mark on the screen
and if you don’t wipe the screen it’s obvious that you
could have one in the car.
4. Lock your car. Try and get into the habit of
checking the door handles every time you leave the car.
Even if you are only leaving your car for a short while
your vehicle or any valuables left on a seat are at risk of
theft.
5. Keep your keys secure. Remember to take the keys
out of your car and don’t leave them on a table near your
front door. Keyless cars are vulnerable to a ‘relay attack’,
where criminals use an electronic signal relay device to
intercept a key fob signal from within the victim’s home.
The relay device then sends the signal to the car which
unlocks the vehicle. Some simple steps can be taken to
avoid this, e.g. putting your keys into a metal container
such as a biscuit tin or microwave. There are also
metalised signal blocking pouches available.
6. Don’t leave the engine running. That’s just making
a car thief’s job too easy. Also remember if you do this and
your vehicle is taken you are not insured. In addition,
leaving your engine running while your motor is stationary
on the road is an offence under section 42 of the Road
Traffic Act 1988, which means you could be given a fixed
fine.
7. Parking your car. How and where you park your
car can deter thieves. Cars parked off the street are far
less likely to be stolen than those parked on the road. If
you have a garage or driveway, use it. Always drive in
rather than reverse in as the thief has to come closer to
you to take the car and they don’t like to do that. If you
have to park on the street, do so in a busy, well-lit area,
and if possible beneath the gaze of a CCTV camera.

Ten Sing
Autumn term has started well for Ten Sing, it’s great to
be back for the new year and get into a routine. We
have a couple of new joiners who have taken
advantage of us allowing young people to join us in the
academic term they turn 11, and it is lovely to have
some new blood as well as the regular loyal Ten
Singers. We would still love to have some more Girton
members, and I think joining us in Year 6 when you
have just turned 11 allows you time to get used to the
Ten Sing routine before secondary school, as well as
getting to know a few faces you may see around at
your next school.
We have a busy timetable planned for the autumn, and
into the New Year, with some key dates as follows:
Friday 6th December 2019: Guest appearance at Choir
2000 Advent Concert at Histon Baptist Church
Thursday 19th December 2019: Christmas Party –
Bring A Friend! All welcome, come and try Ten Sing
for an evening!
Saturday 8th February 2020: Fundraising Dinner –
The theme this year is Greek, details will follow!
And of course, the big date of 28th March 2020
which will be our showcase annual concert, put the
date in your diary now!
Please get in contact if you need any more information.
Terry King, Ten Sing Administrator
Jking47@aol.com Tel: 07880 697230

8. Vehicle number plates. Theft of number plates has
been on the increase. You can stop this by using secure
December 2019
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News for Older Residents
The Warden Scheme
Fiona is our Community Warden. She runs a flexible
service providing Monday to Friday contact with either
a phone call or a visit. She can bring a few essential
shopping items, collect prescriptions, post your letters
or make telephone calls on your behalf. For further
information speak to Fiona directly on 07979 333 963
or ask me. There is a trial period of two weeks for this
service and then a small weekly charge, payable to
Fiona.
Breakfast Club at the Golf Club
Just turn up on Wednesdays from 9.30am onwards for
a bacon or sausage bap, unlimited tea or coffee and a
leisurely chat with whoever else is there. The charge is
£4.50.
Please note that the Club will be closed on 25th
December and 1st January.
Talking Together (from the comfort of your home)
COPE ie Cambridgeshire Older People’s Enterprise is
offering an exciting new initiative called Talking
Together. During January 2020 you can participate in a
stimulating telephone discussion on a subject of mutual
interest. Each of the four groups will be facilitated by a
skilled leader and the conversation will last for 45
minutes. The Monday topics are at 1pm Wicken Fen,

led by Peter Green and at 2.15pm The Poet’s Corner
led by Liz Williams. On Thursdays Mike Petty will
lead at 1pm on Looking at Cambridge and at 2.15pm
the museum staff will lead on Kettle’s Yard
including the Ede house.
I cannot give all the relevant and important
information here. I can email you or give you a
paper copy, otherwise contact COPE.
Places must be booked by Friday 20th December at
the COPE office on 01223 364303 or by emailing
them at cambridgecope@hotmail.com. Numbers are
limited so it is on a first come, first served basis.
The Christmas Party
is on Thursday 19th December from 12–3.30pm in
the William Collyn Hall and includes a buffet,
carols, a musical and plenty of festive fun. Book
your place, for only £5, with me or with Club 55.
After this party I will be on leave. The week after
Christmas I will check my emails and phone
messages and respond to them then.
Last but not least, Happy Christmas.
Patricia Johnston Older Residents’ Co-ordinator
Tel : 07469 660 866
Email : patricia.johnston@ageukcap.org.uk

Assistant to the Parish Clerk
A vacancy has arisen for an Assistant to the Parish
Clerk.

Benefits include statutory paid holidays and pension
scheme enrolment.

Duties include assisting the Parish Clerk, with
emphasis on bookings for the parish amenities and
ensuring payment from customers, maintaining the
office filing system, keeping parish notice boards up
to date, dealing with Council contractors, and
deputising for the Clerk in her absence.

For further details please contact:
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk
or to apply please write with a CV to the same address
or by post to:

The appointee will be encouraged to undertake
suitable SLCC training in the duties of a Parish Clerk.

Susie Cumming
Girton Parish Council Clerk
The Pavilion
Girton Recreation Ground
Cambridge Road
Girton
Cambridge, CB3 0FH

Hours are to be agreed but will be of the order of 10
hours per week.

as soon as possible as we intend to interview in early
December 2019.

Applicants should have good office and computer
skills, a friendly nature and the ability to work both
independently and as part of a team.

34

Girton Parish News

infant’s parents had to go to Bethlehem ‘to be taxed’.
And that might have been it, but for who that baby was
and what he grew up to be.

It’s all relative
SE830220 is the grid reference of what is apparently
the most uninteresting square on the UK Ordnance
Survey Landranger 1:50,000 scale maps. Apart from a
little stretch of overhead cables crossing one corner of
the square supported by one pylon, the rest of the
square is empty – no trees, no roads, no houses, no
contours, no streams. It’s by Ousefleet near Goole,
East Yorkshire. More specifically, it’s a wheat, barley
or sugar beet field that has been in one family for over
100 years. But look more closely at a larger scale map
and you’ll see watercourses and field boundaries. Go
there and you might meet people working there. It all
depends on what cartographers wish to record.
And 11th April 1954 was supposedly the most
uninteresting day in recent history. This day is denoted
as the ‘most boring day’ in the 20th century by True
Knowledge, an answer engine developed by William
Tunstall-Pedoe. No significant newsworthy events,
births, or deaths are known to have happened on this
day. Nobody great was born, or died, nothing
important happened on the world stage. It all depends
on what historians or the media wish to record.
I would argue that someone born on that day in April
1954, and who is still alive, could still achieve
something newsworthy. However, every day people
are born, get married and die. That is highly significant
for them and their families, and for those life events to
go unrecorded does not devalue them in any way. But I
wonder what 11th April 1954 was like near Ousefleet!
Perhaps it was quiet, possibly sunny and warm as
summer approached. And indeed, people might have
been seen working, tending the barley, wheat or sugar
beet.
Judea, about 6–4 BCE. A small troublesome country
on the fringes of the Roman Empire. The country was
useful for providing taxes, labour and food, and for
being located on major near-eastern trade routes. Apart
from these, the country might have been more trouble
than it was worth: the people were a bit of a pain,
being rather restless with all their religious tensions.

In Bethelehem in Judea, around 6 BCE, a child was
born; God came to earth in the person of Jesus Christ.
And he grew up and walked among us, showing us
what God was like. He was a teacher, a healer. In fact,
he was – he is – the ‘Wonderful Counsellor, Prince of
Peace, Mighty God’. Jesus came to be our Saviour, to
restore our relationship with God, our heavenly father,
and this could only be won through his death on the
cross at Easter.
From humble beginnings, in a corner of the Roman
empire, humanity is saved. What might be small and
insignificant in human eyes, can be of cosmic
importance in God’s eyes. It’s all relative.
There is a joke about Einstein’s Theory of Relativity,
saying that ‘time goes more slowly when you are with
your relatives’! May this Christmas Season be a joyful
and peaceful time spent with your relatives and loved
ones.
Dugald Wilson, LLM St Andrew’s, Girton

St Andrew’s Christmas Services
Tue. 24th
3.30pm
11.00pm

Christmas Eve
Christingle
Midnight Mass
(Revd Chris Barter)

Wed. 25th
8.00am

Christmas Day
Holy Communion (BCP)

10.00am

(Revd Christine Barrow)
Holy Communion (CW)
(Archdeacon Revd Alex Hughes)

NOTICES
With the interregnum and the impending reordering
of the church, during which the church building
will not be usable, please consult the church
website for up to date information about any
changes to listed services (www.girton.church).

Bethlehem, a small town, 10km from Jerusalem in this
troublesome region. It was probably not much of a
place at the time, yet it had been mentioned in the Old
Testament prophecies: from there was to come
someone great, a ruler, a liberator. So sometime around
6 BCE, a baby was born to a young woman in a stable,
‘because there was no room for them in the inn’. The
birth might possibly have been recorded since the
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Our Neighbourhood Matters
– Can you help?
Girton Neighbourhood Watch (GNHW) would like
to invite members of our community to join us in
leading the group forwards into a new phase of
activity. We are seeking enthusiastic Girton
residents to help run our successful group by joining
the committee and bringing new ideas to the fore.
If you are enthusiastic about keeping our village
safe and you have some time to spare, do please get
in touch and have a chat about how you might be
able to contribute.
Please email Sandy Couch at the following address
to find out more:
sandy_couch@hotmail.com
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Rector: Vacancy
For general enquiries, email:
b.hunter3@ntlworld.com
Website: www.girton.church
Associate Priest: The Revd Christine Barrow
Tel: 575089 Email: mcbarrow@me.com
Licensed Lay Ministers:
Mr Dugald Wilson
Tel: 276940
Mrs Christina Deacon Tel: 525337
Churchwardens:
Mr Bruce & Mrs Wendy Hunter
Tel: 503958

Minister: Revd Nick Lowe
219 Wellbrook Way, Girton CB3 0GL
Tel: 279289

Sunday Services: December

All services are led by Revd Nick Lowe, unless
otherwise stated.

1st

10.00am
6.00pm
7.45pm

8th

10.00am

6.00pm
15th 10.00am
6.00pm
22nd 8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm
24th & 25th
29th 10.00am

Holy Communion (CW)
(Archdeacon Revd Alex Hughes)
Girton College Advent Service
(in College Chapel)
Taizé Worship (at Girton
College Chapel)
Holy Communion (CW)
(Revd Jenny Hill)
Advent Readings
Nativity Service
Evensong (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP)
(Revd Tom Ambrose)
Morning Prayer (CW)
Carol Service
See page 35
Holy Communion (CW)
(Revd Gordon Mansfield)

January 2020
5th

10.00am
7.45pm

Holy Communion (CW)
(Revd Chris Barter)
Taizé Worship (at Girton
College Chapel)

Weekday Services: December
Tues. 10th
Tues. 17th
Thur. 19th

2.30pm Service of Holy
Communion at Abbeyfield
11.00am Service of Holy
Communion at Arlington Manor
11.00am Service of Holy
Communion (BCP) at Gretton
Court

Secretary: Mrs Virginia Rootham-Smith
Tel: 926807
Website: www.girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk

Sunday Services: December
We welcome families with children of whatever age.
Classes with interactive activities are available for
children each week during the morning service. Tea
and coffee are served after the service.

1st

10.30am
4.00pm
6.30pm

Morning Worship
led by Revd Graeme Ross
Christmas Songs of Praise at
Abbeyfield
Evening Worship
with Communion

8th

9.00am
10.30am

Prayer Breakfast
Morning Service

15th

10.30am

Morning Worship
with Communion
Evening Worship
led by John Searle

6.30pm
22nd

10.30am
4.00pm

Morning Worship
Carols by Candlelight

24th

6.30pm

Christmas Eve Service

25th

10.30am

Christmas Morning Service

29th

10.30am

Morning Worship

January 2020
5th

10.30am

Morning Worship

6.30pm

Evening Worship
with Communion

Wednesdays 4th, 11th, 18th Dec., 1st, 8th Jan.
10.15am Silent Prayer in the North Room
See page 35 for Christmas Services.
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If you would like to discuss any Parish Council
issues, please contact the following:
Chairman
Haydn Williams, 40 Church Lane, Tel: 474667
chairman@girton-cambs.org.uk
Vice–Chairman
Andy Griffin, 1 Churchfield Court, Tel: 07956 447674
Councillors
Jane Buckler, 28 Girton Road, Tel: 277636
Gill Cockley, 73 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276703
Julie Dashwood, 36 High Street, Tel: 276590
Douglas de Lacey, 9 Woodlands Park, Tel: 565219
Val Godby, 38 Woodlands Park, Tel: 276372.
Roger Hickford, Manor Farm, Manor Farm Road, Tel:
07985 770082
Anne Kettle, 11 Redgate Road, Tel: 277505
Shahila Mitchell, 18 Northfield, Tel: 07519 265755
Rachel Thomason, 168 Wellbrook Way, Tel: 07896
980799
John Thorrold, 53 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276760
Mary Rodger, 11 Fairway, Tel: 277316
Formal correspondence to the Council
should be addressed to the Clerk.

District Councillors
Tom Bygott, Tel: 232966
cllr@bygott.net
Douglas de Lacey, Tel: 565219
scdc@de-lacey.org
County Councillor
Lynda Harford, Tel: 01954 251775/07889 131022
lyndaharford@icloud.com
Parish Clerk and Acting Finance Officer
Susie Cumming, Tel: 472181
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk
Recreation Centre Bookings Administrator
Linda Miller, Tel: 472182
admin@girton-cambs.org.uk
Website: www.girton-cambs.org.uk/council.html
Postal address: Girton Parish Council
The Pavilion, Girton Recreation Ground
Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0FH

Contact numbers for bookings

Advice about equipment for deafness is available to
all; in addition NHS hearing aid wearers can
exchange batteries and have hearing aids re-tubed.
Sessions are from 2pm to 4pm on the third
Wednesday of each month at Girton Baptist
Church. These are free sessions and no
appointment is necessary. Should you require a
home visit please telephone 416141 between
9.30am and 12.30 pm Monday to Friday.
More information can be found on our website
www.cambridgeshhirehearinghelp.org.uk

Cotton Hall
Orchard Close
Pavilion
St Vincent’s Close
William Collyn Hall

07759 983420
01223 277164
01223 472182
01223 276447
01353 865029

Mobile Library
There will be no Mobile Library visit in
December.
Next visit: 23 January 2021

Rubbish Collection
Thursday 5 December
Thursday 12 December
Thursday 19 December
Saturday 28 December
Saturday 4 January 2020
Friday 10 January 2020

Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue bin
Black bin

Answers to this months
CODEWORDS puzzle (p.15).
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