
Girton Parish Council
Susan Cumming The Pavilion
Clerk to the Parish Council Girton Recreation Ground
Telephone: (01223) 472181 Cambridge Road, Girton
Email: clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk Cambridge CB3 0FH

The next meeting of Girton Parish Council will be held via video conference
on Tuesday 21st July, 2020, at 7.00 p.m.

For security this meeting will be closed to the public but residents are invited to submit written statements
on issues of concern to any Councillor or the Clerk for presentation at item 20/70.2

AGENDA

20/67 Welcome from the Chairman. Including welcoming the new Rector.

20/68 Apologies and Reasons for Absence.

20/69 Members’ declarations for items on the agenda.

20/70  Public Participation session on agenda items and matters of mutual interest:
1.  Presentation on the traffic implications for Girton resultant from the development of Northstowe.
2. Members of the Public. Written representations to be verbally presented by Councillors.
3. County Councillor’s Report
4. District Councillors’ Reports (Appendix A)
5. Police Report

20/71 To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 16th June, 2020.

20/72 Matters arising from the Minutes (for information only)

20/73  Business items requiring a decision, or consideration by the Council.
1.  In light of the Covid-19 crisis, to approve suspension of the six-month non-attendance ruling for
Councillors who do not have access to online facilities and are therefore unable to attend the Council’s
video-conferenced meetings.
2.  To approve a response to the Northstowe Phase 3A planning application
(https://www.scambs.gov.uk/northstowe-phase-3a/ )
3.  To agree support for additional links to Girton Interchange to make a four-way connection (Appendix
B).
4.  To reconsider Girton Parish Council’s response to new advisory cycle lanes (Appendix C)
5.  To agree next steps for plans for the Pavilion refurbishment.

https://www.scambs.gov.uk/northstowe-phase-3a/


6.  To agree a response to amendments  to the Council’s LHI grant application, which have been
suggested by Cambridgeshire Highways (details to be circulated).
7. To approve the adoption of land adjacent to Duck End (details to be circulated).
8.  To approve the location of replacement trees in Bandon Road.

20/74  Finance and Resource Management

1. To approve the payments schedule for the past month (to be circulated).
2. To note any significant variance from usual levels of monthly income/expenditure.
3.  To approve the end of year accounts for the 2019-20 financial year.

20/75  Correspondence (to be received)

20/76  To receive reports
1. Chairman’s Report (Appendix C)
2. Girton Town Charity Report
3. Water Management Report
4. Pavilion Re-Opening Report

20/77   Items which the Council need to discuss at the next meeting.

Susan Cumming (Parish Clerk)
15th July, 2020

APPENDIX  A
District Councillor’s Report by Cllr Douglas de Lacey

This has been a very quiet month, though with a number of briefings on various developments from the
Huawei planning application to the proposed plan for the site currently dominated by Cambridge Water's
treatment plant in Milton. Huawei's application had to be assessed in accordance with the law irrespective
of who put in the application, so it was deemed to be entirely acceptable. It will be a great consumer of
water but we could not take that into account; however we are looking at ways of addressing water
supply issues as the Local Plan progresses.

The Milton site was one issue addressed by Cabinet on 29 June. I noted my concerns last month in
commenting on Scrutiny's assessment of the plans: that more attention needs to be given to electric bikes
and scooters on the one hand and mobility scooters on the other. I tried to refine this for Cabinet by noting



the very great difference between leisure cycling and commuting by bike, and the Leader agreed this
needs more thought. When we get to the Local Plan I hope we can put down clear guidelines here.

As I have mentioned before, the Joint Development Control Committee is to be wound up because County
has decided to leave. The City and ourselves will form a new Committee, and there was an extraordinary
meeting of Civic Affairs to assess the new Terms of Reference. The initial idea was to form a new and
slimmed-down `Greater Cambridge Joint Planning Committee', with a membership of just 3 from each
Authority. However, before our meeting both Councils had had a re-think, and it is now to be called the
JDCC as before, and have 6 members from each. For us this means 4 LibDems and 2 Tories. I have been
very honoured in that the LibDems have actually asked me to take one of their seats, with the possibility if
not the likelihood of being re-elected to the chair. It is hugely tempting, but my present domestic situation
means I shall have to decline.

The agenda for our next Scrutiny Committee includes a report we commissioned on the effect of
homeworking on SCDC staff. The results need more study than I have yet given them, but a superficial
reading indicates that in general productivity has if anything increased with staff accommodating the new
regime remarkably well; but that there is a trend towards staff taking fewer breaks from their screes during
the course of the day. As we move towards re-opening South Cambs Hall it is likely that we shall
encourage a significant number of our officers to continue to work from home -- though not those who
express a preference for working in Cambourne.

Douglas de Lacey

APPENDIX B

Extract from Cllr Bygott’s Email to Chairman

The attached map is one produced by Highways England in 2015 showing some additional
proposed slip roads.This would enable cars from Oakington and the new southern link road
from Northstowe to turn south onto he M11, and might reduce the through traffic the village and
Eddington to Jn 13 on the M11. I recall it said that traffic noise from raised flyovers could be a
concern - all the slip roads would be at ground level, except for a bridge over the A428 at the
same level as the M11.



Would Girton Parish Council be happy to support the changes outlined in this map?

Highways England’s Suggestion of additional slip-roads at Girton Interchange

A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon improvement  scheme Development Consent Order Application
Response to the First Written Questions

(Report 5, Design and Engineering
Standards

Figure 1.3: Possible future layout at Girton Interchange to provide additional vehicular movements(future works
required indicated in pink)
Red slip road enhanced by Chairman to show improvement already promised by HE in 2015

APPENDIX C



Notes on the creation of advisory cycle lanes in Girton

Recently Cambridgeshire County Council created 1200mm advisory cycle lanes along the main street
through Girton. These were intended to be 1300mm and the central line was to have been removed, but
the lanes were painted the wrong side of the markers and the central line is still clearly visible. There was
no consultation with the Parish or any other interested parties (eg Camcycle). Even the proposed project
would be seriously sub-standard; Camcycle recommends a minimum of 2100mm and deprecates advisory
lanes, and the statutory guidelines state
`Facilities should be segregated as far as possible, i.e. with physical measures separating cyclists and other
traffic. Lanes indicated by road markings only are very unlikely to be sufficient to deliver the level of
change needed, especially in the longer term' <https://tinyurl.com/yantgx7b>.
Girton Parish Council deplores the imposition of these sub-standard lanes without consultation and
regards them in their present state as a danger to all modes of road users. It asks the County not to replace
them when the road is resurfaced, but to put the savings to improvements to the footway between Girton
and Oakington, and asks for consultation on the detailed plans for that improvement.
Cllr Douglas de Lacey

APPENDIX D

Chairman's Report
15th July 2020
As government measures to end the Covid-19 lockdown have been introduced the volunteer group under
‘helping Girton’ is being moved to reserve ‘standby’ status. Our fortnightly calls with our Patch
Co-ordinator at SCDC have continued but are now to be held as and when required. User groups have
been required to provide detailed protocols and risk assessments for their activities and a number of
outdoor activities have been approved for recommencement. Gel dispensers and signs are being obtained
and will hopefully be in place this week to allow reopening of our play areas in the very near future.
Replacement parts for the Trim Trail are ordered and will be fitted by Chris and myself after a detailed
assessment and record of the risks involved. Cllrs. Cockley and Rodger are developing risk assessments
and cleaning schedules to allow reopening of the Pavilion to user groups and the Parish Office to
employees. Users will be expected to develop their own Covid-safe protocols before reuse of the building.
No re- opening is anticipated in the foreseeable however.
We are pressing our Accountants for a timetable for AGAR completion but have yet to receive.
Our submission of interest in the County Council Communities Capital Fund for monies to refurbish the
Pavilion passed the initial screen and as explained by email to all Councillors we submitted the stage 2

application on July 1st. Concerns that the matched funding provision might be seen to depend on grants

not yet applied for and as such not secured, we submitted a further rider that in addition to PC reserves the
remaining sum would be provided from a Public Works Board Loan as anticipated in earlier meetings. We

https://tinyurl.com/yantgx7b


have yet to receive any response to the application but hopefully ‘no news is good news’. In anticipation
that we can go ahead with the project we are seeking a cost quotation for the planning application and
formulating the application to the Loans Board. These matters will all be presented for discussion and
approval or otherwise at our next meeting.
Cllr Lynda Harford has been working hard for us again this month and procured repairs to Washpit Lane
using the ‘Dragon Patcher’. Bandon road is also scheduled to receive similar treatment and the possibility
of obtaining reparations from the Developer of the new properties in this area are being explored.
Resurfacing of the footway at Woody Green is also being pursued. Lynda is also obtaining reassurances
on drainage provision of the new NMU road and connectivity to the footpaths at Washpit and footpath 4.
Thank you again Lynda. Following the discussions at our June meeting on the latter matters I have
checked my email archive and find that the Chairman of Madingley PC reported that we were promised
that footpaths 4 and 5 were to be improved using A14 Legacy Funding. This was stated at a meeting to
which Girton did not receive an invitation until it was too late to attend. Again Lynda is chasing this up
for us.
Changes to the temporary advisory cycle lanes, and the implementation of the 20mph speed limit zone,
our response to the latest Northstowe Planning application, (with a presentation from Oakington
Chairman) and our response to the campaign for additional connections to Girton Interchange are to be
discussed at our July meeting. I have also written to the County Cycling Projects Team requesting an
update on the timetable for the provision of the improved pedestrian/cycle way between Girton and
Oakington. Clarification on the proposals, if any, for improved safety measures at the Beck Brook bridge
has also been requested.
Following our June meeting, quotations are being obtained for crown lift of the Mayfield trees and a
suitable replacement bench for Washpit lane is being procured. The contract for provision of speed
monitoring equipment was also signed and returned to Highways.
Fly tipping continues to be a problem with a large mattress, bed and television screen along with a large
container of empty drinks cans and bottles being dumped on Washpit Lane. These were very [promptly
removed by South Cambs. Waste Dept. when reported via the website.

Haydn Williams


