
Girton Parish Council
Susan Cumming The Pavilion
Clerk to the Parish Council Girton Recreation Ground
Telephone: (01223) 472181 Cambridge Road, Girton
Email: clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk Cambridge CB3 0FH

The next meeting of Girton Parish Council
will be held at Girton Glebe School (tbc)
on Tuesday 15th June, 2021, at 7.00 p.m.

(or following the conclusion of the Planning Committee Meeting,
whichever is earlier)

Residents are invited to attend the meeting and to speak in the public open session at item 21/61.1

AGENDA

21/58  Welcome from the Chairman

21/59  Apologies and Reasons for Absence

21/60  Members declarations for items on the agenda

21/61  Public Participation session on agenda items and matters of mutual interest:
1. Members of the Public..
2. County Councillor’s Report
3. District Councillors’ Reports (Appendix A)
4. Police Report

21/62 To confirm the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 4th May, 2021.

21/63 Matters arising from the Minutes (for information only) and review of action points
21/53.8  An accountant has been approached regarding compilation of the Annual Return but it is not yet
known if she will agree to undertake this for the Parish Council.
21/53.9  Cambridgeshire Fire Services have been consulted regarding fire risk in woodland around the
recreation ground.

21/64  Business items requiring a decision, or consideration by the Council.
1.   To co-opt a new member of Girton Parish Council.
2.   To approve that by-laws prohibiting use of vehicles and marquees on the Recreation Ground be
suspended for Girton Feast events on 9th-11th July, 2021.
3.   To review historical charges to the Church for graveyard grass mowing and approve future policy.



4.   To approve the fitting of replacement boards on the rainbow play equipment at Girton Recreation
Ground.
5.   To approve repairs to Pavilion playground seesaw.
6.   To approve the repair of  rope walk equipment on the Trim Trail in 10 Acre Field.

21/65  Finance and Resource Management
1. To approve the payments schedule to date this month (to be circulated).
2. To note any significant variance from usual levels of monthly income/expenditure.

21/66  Correspondence (to be received)

21/67  To receive reports
1.  Chairman’s Report (Appendix B)
2.  Girton Town Charity Report
3.  Water Management Report

4.  Pavilion Refurbishment Report
5.  Online Banking Report
6.  Pavilion Telephony Report

21/68  Items which the Council need to discuss at the next meeting.

Susan Cumming (Parish Clerk)
9th June, 2021

APPENDIX A
A view from the District by Cllr Corinne Garvie

I became District Councillor on the South Cambridge District Council on the 6th May and replaced
Douglas De Lacey who retired early.  He is a hard act to follow.  My patch covers Girton, Dry Drayton
and Madingley. The district buildings are in Cambourne.

I would like to thank everyone who voted for me and I will endeavour to live up to the role and the trust
you put in me.

I have not been to a council meeting yet; the first one is on the 20th May. The Government has said all
councils must meet in person, so it is being held in a hangar in Duxford in order to maintain social
distance.

What do the District and County councils do?

District Councils provide core local services including economic development, planning, housing, leisure
and environmental services for local communities.



County councils have the roles of providing schools, social services public transport, highways, waste
disposal and trading standards.

Green to the Core

One of the main priorities for the present administration at SCDC was a commitment to being ‘Green to
the Core’. This is important to me so I will recount some of the initiatives the District council is doing.

All SCDC street lighting is being replaced with low energy LED lights.  This is nearing completion and
should give a reduction of 60% of energy usage and a commensurate saving in street lighting energy bills.

SCDC has completed an audit of the energy efficiency of council housing stock and will soon begin a
campaign of improvement beginning with insulation of the poorest performing properties.

The ‘greening’ of South Cambs Hall has been delayed by Covid but should be finished in the coming
year. This will retrofit renewable energy generation and saving measures with the objective of reducing
by up to 50% the amount of CO2 associated with its heating and lighting (with cost savings too).

The zero-carbon Communities Grant scheme has been very successful and so it will be extended.  This is
to help local communities with carbon reduction and energy efficiency measures.

I am very pleased to see in the Parish Council’s minutes that the Girton Green Team are re-wilding areas,
aided by the Parish Council.

The results of talking to people on their doorstep during the election campaign

I enjoyed visiting people on their doorstep before the election to find out what their concerns were. There
were potholes and broken pavements reported in Woody Green, the High street, Bandon Road and
Cambridge Road. There were concerns about the need for a crossing on Girton Road so that families,
mostly on bikes, can safely get to the pedestrian crossing on Huntingdon Road and then to Eddington. I
have spoken to the County Council and Edna Murphy, our County Councillor ,about this and will send
them the data I have collected. There was concern about the fate of Hotel Felix and about the old bridge in
Oakington Road. We discussed a Post Office for Girton and where to site it. I have found out that some
villages use a mobile Post Office so I will investigate this. It may be our best option.

I was alarmed about a tall wooden fence leaning over on Bunkers Hill, which looked about to break and
presented a hazard to people cycling past. Andy Griffiths from the Parish Council kindly got on the case
and now the fence posts have been replaced and the fence is upright again.

It has been a steep learning curve!

You can contact me on 01223 276184 or 07780 932267 or at cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk.

APPENDIX B

Chairman's Report

9th June 2021

The Pavilion refurbishment project continues to progress. The County Council Grant contract has been
signed and returned with the proposed payment schedule prepared by LXA. Some 16 applicants to the
tender process have been screened and Cllr Mitchell and I attended interviews with a shortlist of 6 with a

mailto:cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk


view to selection of 4 to be taken forward to the first stage of tender. Good progress has been made in
clearing unwanted items from pavilion storage. The most energy efficient means of providing heating and
hot water are being explored and costed with a view to a SCDC Zero Carbon Fund Grant application.

Cllrs. Dashwood and Mitchell and I attended the East West Rail consultation and were disappointed that
no assurances could be given that the choice of route into Cambridge would not change in the face of
vociferous ‘noise’ from southern approach villages. I have submitted the Council’s response as agreed last
month with the addition of a request that any move to reconsider the route must be subject to a further full
consultation with all stakeholders. The SCDC Parishes meeting was a disappointing exercise in trumpet
blowing. The proposed response to the rail consultation is to do little more than question the rigour of the
route selection process.

I have also submitted our agreed response to the A428 DCO enquiry.

Having discovered that the deadline for this year’s LHI applications is now in September we advertised
for more input in this month’s GPN. Responses have included an impassioned plea for a crossing at
Girton road short of Girton Corner, on which I have requested a view from Highways, and speed
restrictions along Oakington road which will probably need supporting speed information following
completion of the current cycle lane road works. Complaints have also been received about removal of the
second crossing point along New Road. Highways solution of narrowing the entrance to New Road to
improve visibility seems not to have satisfied users.

Little progress has been made on the appointment of a new accountant. Attempts to set up a meeting with
a very suitable candidate have foundered for various reasons but are still being pursued.

The trim trail log lift has at last been replaced and costs for replacement of other items and of play area
equipment and surfacing are being obtained. Replacement platforms for the climbing frame are being
vigorously sought!

I met the County Highways Health and Safety Officer to review the alternatives for improving safety of
the car park footpath. He felt that the likelihood of a serious incident was remote and that either of our
proposed solutions of bollards or wheel stops would be acceptable. Preference would be for bollards but
whatever ‘obstacles’ are employed must have reflective strips to ensure visibility at night. I will
endeavour to obtain precise details of the position of all underground ‘beams’ and plan positioning of
bollards accordingly.

The commemorative bench in Washpit lane seems to have finally fallen apart. I have rescued the
dedication plaque and am searching for a suitable replacement bench as agreed by the Council many
months ago!

Haydn Williams




