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Pedal Power!
● Revamped pathway opens
for cyclists and pedestrians

Tick Tock!
● Church clock gets major rebuild
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GIRTON FEAST 2021
Musical Entertainment and
Open air Film Screening, from 6.30pm
Girton Recreation Ground
Girton Village Fete, from 12 noon
Girton Recreation Ground
Girton Open Gardens
2-5pm

Sat. 10
Sun. 18

August
Sat. 7

Girton Walking Group, Local 6 mile walk
Meet at Bar Hill, 10.00am

If you need or can offer
help or telephone social contact,
please let us know
by using the contact details on the
Girton website:

www.girton-cambs.org.uk
If you do not have access to the internet
please contact:
01223 526013,
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk
or 01223 277448,
helpinggirton@gmail.com
and a local contact will be put in touch
to provide assistance.
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Girton Parish Council
June’s Girton Parish Council meeting was held in the
Glebe School Hall. This was the first face-to-face
meeting since March 2020. We were pleased to
welcome our new County Councillor Edna Murphy and
new District Councillor Corinne Garvie.
The condition of the Oakington Road Bridge and the
complexities and high cost of providing a crossing at
Girton Road to allow easier cycle access to the
Ridgeway were discussed. Other matters discussed
included the suspension of by-laws prohibiting vehicles
and marquees on the Recreation Ground for the
duration of the Girton Feast events in July, churchyard
grass cutting and playground equipment repairs.
Good progress is being made in the appointment of a
contractor for the Pavilion refurbishment work.
Following interviews a shortlist of candidates has been
invited to submit tenders for the work.
Concerns have been raised by residents about the
safety of the junction of Oakington Road/Gatehouse
Road for pedestrians and cyclists following the
removal of the second crossing point. This was deemed
redundant by Highways as the shared use path was
widened and the build-out of the kerb on the Girton
side makes the sightlines equivalent. The matter has
been referred to Highways for further consideration.
There have been recent incidents of inconsiderate
parking at times when the Recreation Ground Car Park
is full, particularly at weekends. Motorists are
requested to respect pedestrian access around the area
by not parking on grass verges, blocking pavements.
Residents are reminded that the unpleasantness of
bonfire smoke means that neighbours can’t enjoy their
gardens in the summer weather. Please put garden
waste in green bins for recycling, or compost it, rather
than burning it. If you must have a bonfire please read
and observe the guidance here: https://www.scambs.
gov.uk/environment/pollution/smoke-and-bonfires.
The Parish Council now has four vacancies which we
would very much like to fill. If you feel you could
make a useful contribution to the life of your village
please contact the Clerk or any Parish Councillor for
information and make your interest known so that we
can co-opt at our next meeting.

Ever wondered if what you eat
really has an effect on climate
change? Yes it does!
Cambridge Sustainable Food and the Zero Carbon
communities fund from South Cambridgeshire District
Council are teaming up to run a campaign across the
district this Summer, promoting the reduction of CO2
emissions by adopting a climate diet.
The world’s food system is responsible for over one
quarter of the planet-warming greenhouse gases that
humans generate each year. That includes raising and
harvesting all the plants, animals and animal products
we eat, as well as processing, packaging and shipping
that food all over the world.
If you eat food, you’re part of this system.
What is a climate diet?
A Climate Diet will help to transform the global food
system. A planet-friendly diet embraces plants as a
source of protein, and recommends a reduction in our
consumption of meat and dairy products by placing
vegetables and pulses at the centre of the table!
A diet rich in plant-based foods and with fewer
animal-source foods offers both improved health
and environmental benefits.
What is happening?
We will challenge you to commit to eating a climate
diet. You can take part for just one week or challenge
yourself for a whole month! Don’t worry if you don’t
know how, we will support you with meal-plans,
recipes and tips!
Throughout the month-long campaign there will be
various events to take part in, including live online
cook-alongs with local chefs, film-screenings and
other exciting activities!
How to take part...
Launching on Friday 16th July. Sign up to take
part on our website from 1st July. We will keep our
website updated with news of the campaign
throughout July and August.
See what difference a climate diet can make to you
and your planet. For more information please
contact: bea@cambridgesustainablefood.org.

Next meetings
Residents are encouraged to contact Parish Councillors
directly if there are concerns they wish to raise (see the
full list of Councillors on page 30). The next in-person
meetings will be on Tuesday 20th July and Tuesday
17th August (provided Covid restrictions allow).
Girton Parish Clerk, 01223 526013
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk
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From Our Councillors
County Councillor Edna Murphy

The County Council began a consultation on proposals
which had been suggested in January 2021 but which
they would like to re-start and seek input.

It is early days at the County Council for the new Joint
Administration and we have not yet had our first
Council meetings, beyond the AGM to elect the Council
Leader (Cllr Lucy Nethsingha) and authorise a new
approach to running the Council.

This is an early stage policy document which seeks to
outline new and existing walking and cycling routes and
consider which routes should be created or improved, as
and when funding becomes available. The proposals can
be found here: https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.

The new administration aims to introduce new priorities,
supporting the environment, sustainability and the
climate emergency, education and poverty, including
‘health in all policies’ and ensuring services delivered
are efficient.

com/ccc-local-cycling-and-walking-infrastructure-planconsultation-2021.

One early initiative is ensuring that children who receive
free school meals will receive food vouchers during the
summer holidays. We were also able to introduce the
COVID support grant scheme rapidly after the election.
More information is available here
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/food-voucherscheme-for-vulnerable-families-set-to-extend-oversummer-holidays.

Cllr Edna Murphy
Email: Edna.Murphy@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Phone: 01223 577005

Also there will be more summer holidays support for
families. The County has been working with public
health bodies and has launched the application process
for the summer Holiday Activity and Food (HAF)
scheme for families dealing with disadvantage – to check
if your child is eligible visit www.cambridgeshire.
gov.uk/news/holiday-activities-and-food-programme.
Bridging to a new future?
The bridge at Oakington Road has numerous cracks and
some years ago engineer reports recommended that this
bridge be replaced, as other bridges of similar age and
design had been. More cracks have appeared recently.
The background is that this work was added last year to
a capital maintenance schedule for ‘strengthening’ as
there are ongoing issues with the north brick parapet
wall cracking and moving due to the clay soil and poor
foundations to this wall. Also it was accepted that
possible flood relief measures might be necessary. The
options to be considered may include lowering the invert
or adding a flood relief tube. However, the scheme has
yet to be formally started, designed or evaluated.
Officers report that there is a risk that the work may be
delayed slightly due to other priorities, because in their
view basically the bridge is structurally sound.
At £382,000 this is a substantial and necessary piece of
work but really we would want the bridge replaced.
However, a larger problem is that this work is the only
capital maintenance work scheduled for Girton, Dry
Drayton and Bar Hill, for the next three years.
Obviously this will have to change, but that will not be
easy, and will take time to resolve.
Local cycling and walking infrastructure plan for
Cambridgeshire – consultation
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Are the right paths identified? Do you have thoughts on
the proposals so far? The deadline for responding is
13 July 2021.

District Councillor Corinne Garvie
Girton news
The Girton Road crossing has been put forward for the
feasibility of funding. Edna Murphy, the County
Councillor, and the Parish Council will be monitoring this
project.
A resident has offered to run a village post office if
premises can be found. I have not heard back from the Post
Office about a mobile Post Office van so watch this space.
A resident was worried about families crossing at the
Thornton Road crossing instead of the light-controlled
pedestrian crossing further down the road in order to get
to the school in Eddington. I observed one morning that
most people crossed safely at the light-controlled
crossing and all the unaccompanied children did. I was
told all children in years 5 and 6 can travel to school
independently. I reported this to Edna Murphy who is the
County Councillor responsible for Highways.
Good news!
After nearly a year of campaigning, fundraising and
negotiating, a group of Histon residents have secured 15
acres of meadow and natural habitat that is a refuge for
nationally important and endangered biodiversity. The
area has been enjoyed for walking and nature for decades
by the local community, although on private land. When
the whole estate went up for sale, massive community
support and pledges led to the land being purchased for
£360,000. The wild, green space on our doorstep can
now continue to be enjoyed for years to come.
Speeding Cars
Speeding cars continue to be a huge concern to many
residents, particularly along the Huntingdon Road where
some drivers ignore the 30mph signs when entering from
the A14. There is the speed camera lower down the road
and I have seen the police with speed cameras further
down the road. I would encourage you to report on the
police website the number plates of cars you see speeding.
Girton Parish News

Covid
Infection rates continue to be low in South Cambs but
we cannot be complacent. Please do be careful. HandsFace-Space is still very much the rule.
Regular rapid testing is a key way that we can all keep
ourselves as well as our friends and family safe as
restrictions continue to ease. Anyone who does not have
symptoms can now get regular rapid lateral flow tests to
check for COVID-19. You can get the test or collect home
kits at The Hub in Cambourne or order online
www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests.
If you know anyone who is hesitant to have the vaccine,
please try to persuade them to get vaccinated or suggest
they ring their surgery to get more advice.
Your Councillors are here to help you. Please do feel
free to contact us with comments, questions, problems or
complaints. We hope we can help but if we can’t we are
likely to know someone who can! Please do not hesitate
to contact me.
Corinne Garvie
Cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk
07780 932267 or 01223 276184

District Councillor Tom Bygott
Houses to be built on the Cambourne Business Park
When Cambourne was being planned in the 1990s, one
of its key principles was that it would be a place where
people could live, work, shop and enjoy their spare time
without necessarily having to travel to other towns or
cities to do so. The idea of new planned settlements
containing a mixture of houses, workplaces and shops,
goes back all the way through the New Town Movement
to the Garden Cities first proposed by Ebenezer Howard
in 1898. The plan for Cambourne was that there would
be a Business Park providing local employment and a
High Street containing a range of shops to cater for a
range of different products and services.
Cambourne was never intended to be a dormitory
suburb, with most residents commuting to Cambridge or
London for work.
In theory, the role of South Cambridgeshire District
Council as the planning authority should be to restrain
businesses from building offices where houses are
planned, during times when building offices makes more
profit, and to restrain developers from building houses
where the offices and other workplaces should be, at
times when housebuilding is more profitable, in order to
maintain a balanced mix. It is more environmentally
sustainable for houses, shops and offices to be located
near one another, as large scale long distance commuting
generates a lot of traffic and uses considerable energy.
When the pandemic is over and travel gets back to
normal, the environmental effects of not reserving space
for local employment will become more apparent.
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In my opinion the current leadership of the District
Council has not only abandoned its proper role in keeping
space for jobs in Cambourne, but has formed a 50:50
Investment Partnership (SCIP) with a major housebuilder,
Hill Group, in order to profit from the project. While the
press release praises the fact that 40% of the 275
dwellings will be "affordable housing", it fails to mention
that 40% is the expected minimum that any developer
would have to provide under the current Local Plan.
My group at the Council opposed this decision as we
believe the District Council is behaving as a developer for
profit while at the same time policing itself as the planning
authority. In our view that is clearly a conflict of interest.
If South Cambridgeshire’s new towns are in fact nothing
more than dormitory suburbs for Cambridge and London,
why are we building over our beautiful countryside when
it would be more environmentally sustainable for these
houses to be built in Cambridge or London?
Replacement of Milton Household Recycling Centre
Plans have been announced for the household recycling
centre (HRC) at Milton to be replaced. The existing
HRC, off Butt Lane at Milton, must close by 2026 under
its current planning consent. Cambridgeshire County
Council is proposing an upgraded, permanent facility at
the site which will offer increased capacity
To find out more about the proposals, residents can visit
a virtual exhibition where information and site plans can
be viewed, questions asked and comments made. The
exhibition opened in mid June and closes at 11.55pm on
Tuesday 27 July.
The proposals include changes to traffic management on
site to reduce queuing, and the separation of public and
operational traffic on site to improve safety. Additional
facilities would include an enclosed reuse shop, access
and parking for cyclists and the provision to allow small
businesses to deposit waste for a small charge. The site
would also be split-level, enabling residents to dispose of
their waste without needing to climb steps to access the
containers.
During the construction phase, local residents will have
to travel to other Household Recycling Centres in
Cambridgeshire, such as Bluntisham, Thriplow and
Witchford. If approved, the works are expected to take
place between May and December 2022, with the site
reopening in January 2023.
More information about the proposals can be found at
the virtual exhibition www.miltonhrc.info, or questions
can be asked by emailing consultation@miltonhrc.info
or telephoning 0800 156 0114.
There is a survey that can be taken at:
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/miltonhrc.
Cllr Tom Bygott
cllr@bygott.net, 07765 475513
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A Reflection on the District:
Planning
Planning is probably the most important thing a Council
does, whether District or Parish, and perhaps the most
difficult to understand. The rules come in a bewildering
range of documents, sometimes contradictory, and some
of the rules seem quite subjective. The basic principle is
that people are free to develop their own property just
as they want, but subject to certain restrictions which
we can think of as the planning rules. And, to
complicate the picture, the Queen’s Speech contains
promise of major changes in the law.
When it receives a planning application, the District
Council must advertise the fact, normally on the nearest
lamppost, and must request feedback from a number of
bodies, including the Parish Council. It is also open to
anyone else to comment: you don’t need to live nearby
or have any connection to the site. There is usually a
period of 21 days in which comments may be received.
Your Parish Council takes planning seriously: it
recently spent an hour and a half discussing the Hotel
Felix application. The District Council must take note
of all responses, but must assess the application
according to the planning rules. These are contained in
the following documents:
●

●

●

The primary source is the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF), which embodies the various
Town and Country Planning Acts.
The major secondary rules are in the Local Plan (LP)
produced by the District Council and approved by the
Government. This covers a wide range of issues from
the identity of Green Belt land and areas where we
would expect development to happen, to the
minimum size of a house’s rooms. The Local Plan
contains a number of other planning documents for
specific issues.
Then there are supplementary planning documents
(SPDs) for specific sites such as Eddington or
Darwin Green, and Neighbourhood Plans which
when approved by the District Council count as
relevant conditions.

That looks complicated (and it is) but the above is
actually something of a simplification!
Development can be opposed on the grounds of
‘material considerations’. I’ll list a few in a moment,
but there are a number of concerns which are not
material:

●

This is the thin edge of the wedge: the applicant will
want even more development later.

●

The developer is a crook.

●

It would be be much better if the developer changed
the plans in some way.

●

The noise and disruption of the building works will
be intolerable.

●

The developer has already started work without
permission.

The District Council is obliged to ignore objections
based on grounds like these. So what considerations are
material? Well, if the development conflicts with a
policy in the NPPF or the LP that is clearly material.
Others include:
●

Harm to the community in terms of noise or nuisance
of the proposed use (excluding the act of building it).

●

Overlooking a neighbour in a way that results in loss
of privacy.

●

Significant loss of daylight to neighbours.

●

The bulk of the development, leading to an
overbearing effect and being out of character with the
surrounds.

Objecting to a development on these grounds needs
clear evidence, and you may for instance request
daylight mapping to be done to show loss of light.
If it approves a development the Council may set
conditions, so if there could be a problem of
overlooking it might request that obscured glass be used
in some windows. This may be better than the all-ornothing approach of rejection.
If the District Council refuses an application, the
applicant can appeal to the Secretary of State.
Defending a case costs the Council a lot of money, and,
if the Secretary of State approves the development, the
conditions are not applied; one reason why qualified
approval is often better than outright refusal.
If given permission a planner may yet not be able to
exercise it. There may for instance be land access
issues: if it needs to have scaffolding in your garden
you can refuse permission for that (or charge for it).
And there is another raft of rules called building
regulations which must be kept to: the District or a
competent private company must examine the
development to ensure it keeps to all the rules.

●

I don’t like it.

Councillor Corinne Garvie has inherited the task of
looking at all the applications in Girton Ward on our
behalf. I wish her well.

●

It will spoil my beautiful view.

Douglas de Lacey

●

It will reduce property values.

●

The applicant doesn’t own the land.

July 2021
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Girton Feast 2021
We are looking forward to seeing you at our two events on 9th and 10th July 2021. These will be able to go ahead
even if restrictions are not lifted on 21st June. To keep you safe, we have been taking advice from South Cambs
District Council so that all the necessary precautions will be in place. We will have hand gel stations and a hand
wash unit by the toilets (which include a disabled toilet).

Friday 9th July
Musical entertainment and outdoor cinema

Saturday 10th July
Girton Village Fete

This is an evening with musical entertainment and
screening of the film The School of Rock (PG), showing
on a large screen on the Recreation Ground. The film is
about Dewey Finn, a hell-raising guitarist with delusions
of grandeur. Kicked out of his band and desperate for
work, Dewey impersonates a substitute teacher and
turns a class of fifth grade high-achievers into highvoltage rock and rollers.

Girton Village Fete will start at midday and run until
9pm, entry is free. There will be the usual mix of
entertainment, food stalls, children’s rides and games,
beat the goalie competition and the beer tent selling
local real ales.

The musical entertainment will be provided by Woody
Marcus and Simply Reeds. Woody is a musician and
guitarist who can often be found busking in Cambridge.
He plays a range of popular music. Simply Reeds are
saxophonists who play a mix of classical and well-known
music. They have been well-appreciated performers at
our Girton Feast Friday Evening concerts in previous
years. This entertainment will be ideal background
music for eating and drinking before the film starts.

This is the entertainment schedule:
12:00-12:30 Billy Banana, children’s entertainer
12:30-14:00 Will Robert, beautifully crafted lyrics,
a fascinating array of guitar
techniques
14:15-16:00 Gravy Train, a high energy jazz, funk,
soul organ trio, hailing from Cambridge
16:00-16:30 Billy Banana, children’s entertainer
16.30-16.50 FOGG summer raffle prize draw

The doors open at 7.30pm but some food will be available
from 6.30pm onwards. The film will start at about 9.15pm.
Tickets are available online at: www.ticketsource
.co.uk/girtonfeast or on the door, priced at £7.50 per
adult and £1 for children under 16yrs. Food stalls
available: Fish and Chips, Pizza Passione, Hot potatoes,
Teas, coffee and cakes, Popcorn and candy floss.
Please bring your own chairs, blankets and a torch.

17.00-18:45 The Suits, a Cambridge event band
playing covers across a range of styles
19:00-close

The Remnants, a local covers band with
years of gigging experience to their
name

Food available: BBQ, Thai food, Fish and Chips,
Strawberries and cream, Hot potatoes, Tea, coffee and
cakes, Popcorn and candy floss.

We have a very large Recreation Ground and there will be plenty of room for everyone. At both
these events, there will be a mix of cash-less and cash payments, recognising that many of us no
longer use cash. Please use our website keep up to date on the plans being put in place by
visiting: www.girtonfeast.org.uk and watch out for posters around the village.
We hope that as many of you as possible will be able to join us and help us celebrate being able
to socialise once again. If you have any queries, please contact rowena@girtonfeast.org.uk.
With best wishes from the Girton Feast Committee
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Open Gardens 2021

Girton Walking Group

Sunday 18th July
2-5 pm

Saturday 7th August
10 am

Around eight gardens will be open in the
village: Bandon Road, Weavers Field,
Church Lane, Fairway, and more.

A walk of six miles, touching on the villages
of Dry Drayton and Madingley.

Look out for the yellow signs and posters.
Donation boxes will be available for visitors,
instead of tickets, to raise money to keep the
floral telephone kiosk going for another year.
Sadly we will not be able to offer teas this year,
but many gardeners will invite visitors to sit
in the gardens with their own drinks and snacks.
We hope to see you! Contact
mary.rodger32@gmail.com for more details.

Friends of Rosie
We hope that all our customers
have managed to avoid the
coronavirus and that their families
are all in good health and looking
forward to returning to the new
normal for summer 2021.
The Friends of the Rosie are
enthusiastic volunteers whose aim
is to improve the services the
hospital provides by raising money
for items that the NHS does not buy. We are selling
new items on our www.rosieinstitches.org.uk website
and Facebook marketplaces and second-hand items in
our rosieinstitches2010 charity store on eBay.
We participated in our first on line craft festival on 5th
June. A very enjoyable day showing our products from
the comfort of our sofa! We are taking part in two more
online events on 3rd July and 4th September.

We will meet at Bar Hill at 10am.
You will find parking in Viking Way, CB23 8EL.
This is reached by not turning into the
Tesco car park at the roundabout,
but taking the next left afterwards.
It is largely empty on a Saturday.
We will take a break,
so do bring a drink and snack.
This walk will be led by
Ann and Ian Jerram.

appointment to deliver your donation. We are still
unable to run our Friends of the Rosie tea bar in Clinic
21 due to Covid19. We are unable to say when our tea
bar will be able to open again as most of our
volunteers are of retirement age or older. We will
provide you with regular updates when we know
more. We would be able to open sooner if our
volunteers were younger.
We also need more volunteers. If you know of anyone
who might be interested, please contact Ann Laskey
annlaskey@icloud.com for more details of what
would be involved.
New members are always welcome, whether to
contribute financially, to join our team of knitters,
provide transport for our volunteers, display a small
selection of our wares or to help on the Rosie tea bar.
Contact Mary Sanders on 01223 356615.
Further details are given on our website:
www.rosieinstitches.org.uk.

If you have been tidying another cupboard, we are still
welcoming donations of craft materials. One donor’s
cupboard tidying has already raised £23 through our
sales on eBay. We need to find alternative storage
space for the items we have for sale. If you have a
garage or a shed that you are not making full use of,
would you consider letting it out to our charity.
The Rosie Hospital are able to accept donations of
knitwear please call 01223 217617 to make an

July 2021
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So what can be done to improve the situation with our
small size bridge?

Dear Girton Parish News
As a pedestrian of senior years, I have enjoyed the
opportunity of exercise during the recent year but I find
it irritating and indeed dangerous, that cyclists overtake
without any indication. They do not ring a bell but even
an alternative “Look out” or “I’m just behind you”
would be helpful. It is downright discourteous to whizz
past, missing one's shoulder by inches, and never any
apology. Perhaps they are so engrossed in the music
inside their helmet to be aware, so a polite request:
Please think! An injured walker could delay your
pursuit, perhaps even spoil your day.
Name and address supplied
*********
Dear Girton Parish News
Would you like to play badminton in Girton?
At present there are no plans to mark a badminton court
or provide nets as part of the pavilion upgrade. I am told
that there could be if enough interest can be
demonstrated. Would you use a court if provided?
Please let me know if so and I will pass on the collated
response to the Parish Council.
Kate Hawksworth
katehawksworth1@gmail.com
*********
Dear Girton Parish News
We have all seen and wondered at the new wide
combined cycleway and pedestrian path that has been
created between the T junction of the road to Histon and
our dear old 87-year-old bridge over Beck Brook at the
low end of Girton Village. Cyclists and pedestrians
should be safer speeding to and fro, kept apart from
cars, buses and lorries. Thanks are due to the workers
who laboured through the summer heat and earlier the
April cold to finish it all last month.
But what do cyclists and pedestrians do when they get
to the bridge itself? A narrow pavement on one side of
the roadway over the bridge has to serve all pedallers
and walkers as well as people with pushchairs and dogs.
This is a serious, dangerous bottleneck where cyclists
are shoved onto the roadway, even if they dismount and
push their bikes into the path of following or oncoming
traffic. IVC students, university lecturers, office workers
and all are put at risk.
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As we all know we need a new bridge because it was
built in 1934 when there were arable fields to drain, not
built-up areas with faster rain run-off from roofs, drives
and roads now. The increased volume of the runoff
added to the onset of heavier storm rain events due to
climate change has meant serious, recurring flooding of
houses built on the floodplain upstream of the bridge.
The aperture of the bridge is too small to take the
combined flood flow of Beck Brook with Wash Pit
Brook which joins it some metres upstream.
If you add together the area of the aperture of each of
two bridges further upstream over each of these becks,
the combined area is greater than the space under
Oakington Road Bridge. Consequently, flood waters
back up with inundation of the roadway either side of
the Oakington Road Bridge as well as into properties people’s homes. Two other bridges elsewhere built in
the 1930s by Cambridgeshire County Council have
been replaced so why not ours?
Christine Bromwich
Address supplied
Response from the County Council
With regard to the current bridge we do have a
forthcoming scheme with our designers to repair the
brick wingwall as it has started to crack and settle. As
part of this work we were also going to look at the
inverts to see if further work to improve the flow
without causing downstream flooding is possible. This
would of course be subject to drainage consent from
others (Environment Agency or our Flood and Water
Team).
Although this sounds a lot of work for the current
structure, it would be a lesser amount than replacing the
whole bridge because the arches do have 40 tonne load
capacity and the bridge now carries many services that
could prove expensive to divert. Plus there would be
the disruption to close the route to all for a considerable
period. The other bridges that were replaced did not
meet the 40 tonne load capacity.
I certainly believe we could look into keeping the
current bridge but investigate some form of cantilever
widening to accommodate a wider cycleway and
footway should the adjacent landowners and site
conditions allow. Another possible alternative would be
to build a cycle/footway bridge alongside, again subject
to landowner consent, etc.
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scurrying along with prams, trolleys and bags. Convert this
to our members’ hurrying to and from the pumps, with cans,
barrows and other containers. “Lowry! Thou shouldst be
living at this hour”.

I took an extensive walk around the allotment site this
morning (Monday 14th June) in preparation for writing
my bi-monthly article.
Bright robes of gold the fields adorn,
The hills with joy are ringing.
The valleys stand so thick with corn
That even they are singing.
Well, that’s grandiloquent exaggeration. But it was a
pleasure to realise the amount of work that has been going
on over recent weeks, and the resulting amount of
planting, growth and diversity all over our 6½ acres. And
this has happened despite the severely adverse conditions
during the early weeks of the season: the weeks of cold
and wet when it was difficult to get seeds to germinate, or
seedlings remained static, refusing to put on growth. Then
recent days of baking hot temperatures and lack of rain.
But as I saw on my morning tour, the vegetables, fruits
and flowers are out there on our plots, established and
growing. With the chore of watering, and (hopefully)
eventual rains, things look promising for a productive year.

Van Gogh’s ‘Figures in a Field’

In fact, some overwintered and early-sown crops are
already being enjoyed: chard and spinach, lettuce for
example, and I have heard of the freezing of 6½ lbs of
broad beans (my evening meal tonight is broad bean
frittata). Last evening I was given two freshly picked
strawberries. Bad news is that one member dug his first
potatoes and found the whole lot were rotten. Worrying!
My knowledge of plant science is terribly sketchy, but I
have come to believe in the resilience of plants. As I have
said, the enduring cold conditions of April and May brought
a halt to the healthy growth of our young plants. If they
germinated, they pushed up a little way, and then stayed
static, appearing weak, yellowish, sorry for themselves. But
the time came and passed when they should have been
planted out. I decided to go for it. I was ashamed of a lot of
the tomatoes I planted out … and almost threw them away.
But after a week or so, they had greened up and
strengthened, so here’s hoping for our usual home-grown
taste quality. Other plants such as sweetcorn, courgettes and
marrows went out far smaller and weaker than I like, but
they are holding their own. Not 100% but on the whole
other members report the same. One member who has been
growing since Noah’s flood receded has had terrible trouble
with climbing beans. He had to resort to purchasing plants
from a garden centre … no satisfaction in that.
And then has come the scorching hot weather and drought.
During the heat of the day, as I survey the site from my
study, often there is absolutely no-one out there.
Sometimes there are one or two lonely toilers. I think of
Van Gogh’s Figures in a Field. As the heat cools in the
evening, I can half close my eyes and imagine a L S
Lowry canvas of a northern street with matchstick figures
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Lowry’s ‘Going to Work’

The Allotment Society is much involved in supporting the
natural environment … wildlife, flowers, insects. Therefore
I feel I can finish with the following paragraph. Over the
last week, a song thrush has established territory in the tall
trees on the allotment’s Cherry Bounds border. Every
evening till after dark he perches high up and sings
gloriously. You can hear the song thrush’s song in this
YouTube clip: www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNxz-A9CUtk. I
opened my window and played this clip, hoping for a battle
for supremacy, but I think our resident bird was overawed
by the power of the recorded thrush.
At once a voice arose among
The bleak twigs overhead
In a full-hearted evensong
Of joy illimited;
An aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small,
In blast-beruffled plume,
Had chosen thus to fling his soul
Upon the growing gloom.
(Thomas Hardy)
Graham Jones
Girton Allotment Society
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CODEWORDS
Each number 1–26 represents
a different letter of the alphabet
Can you work out which is
which? Use your word skills
and the clues included. Note
that Codewords can include
names or well-known phrases.
The solution is on page 27.

WORDSEARCH – Girton Feast – See you there!
Can you find all these words in the grid? They can read left to right, right to left, up or down or diagonally.
Tick them off as you go.
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Girton Bowls Club
With the bowls season well
underway, the better weather has
arrived just at the right time. The
green is looking exceptional and
thanks as always go to our wonderful
volunteer maintenance team.
In addition to all the League matches being played at
the moment, many of our bowlers are involved in
external competitions, including Cambridge and
District/Business Houses men’s and ladies’ pairs and
singles, mixed pairs and also triples. To date the results
have been seven wins out of seven matches, with all our
players going through to their next round. Well done to
everyone and good luck in the next round.

Lynne McGill and Joan Slater, winners of the
bowls drive
Anyone interested in finding out more about the game of
bowls is also very welcome to attend any of our club
nights, held on Thursday evenings at 6pm, at Wellbrook
Way, when you can see bowls in action and members will
be on hand to explain what bowls is all about.
We are planning to have two stalls this year at the Girton
Feast, Government Guidelines permitting – our usual
Bowls Competition will be taking place and we hope to
have a Treasure Hunt stall with a raffle. Please come
along and join in the fun.
If you are interested in finding out more about joining
Girton Bowls Club, we are always pleased to welcome
new members. Please contact our Secretary Lynne
McGill at lynnemcgill63@hotmail.com. You can also
visit our website www.girtonbowlsclub.com to view the
latest results and photos.
Lynne McGill

Girton Golf Club

Dave Fryer and Alan Benton – a win against Milton
In the Ely and District League Division 1, Girton has so
far played five matches and we are lying fourth out of
twelve teams. In the Cambridge and District League
Division 4, we have played five games and are in third
position out of nine teams. In the Cambridge Business
Houses League Division 1, we have played three games
and are in third position out of nine teams. In the
Meldreth League we have played three games and are in
ninth position.
We recently held a very successful bowls drive for
members on a Saturday afternoon, in which 24 players
took part. There are two further drives scheduled for 3rd
July and 7th August and spectators are always welcome.
18

So much sunshine and heat – what an
amazing change to the weather in the
past couple of weeks in mid-June.
Great for playing golf but you do tend
to end up looking like a chess board
with clearly defined squares of tanned
and non-tanned skin.
Despite our hopes, lockdown, which should have ended
on 21st June, will now be extended for another 4 weeks.
This is disappointing but our bar and catering staff
continue to provide a great service both inside and on the
patio. Table service, of course, with a great range of drink
and food available to both members and visitors. So come
down and sit in the sunshine, or the shelter, and enjoy
what we have to offer.
All our teams have been busy with matches and have
enjoyed mixed successes this past month. Visits to other
clubs in the area have reinforced our belief that Girton
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Golf Club course is currently in better condition than
most others in the vicinity, plus it looks just beautiful.
Incidentally, when you join Girton as a 5- or 7-day
member you get access to over 60 other courses to play
for free. These courses range from our region to the
midlands, the west country and across to the South East
so you are getting great value for money. Just ask at the
office or Pro shop for more information on
memberships.
If you fancy joining Girton as a playing or a social
member just pop down and have a chat during the week
with the office or go into the Pro shop and have a chat
with Sam or Fin, or even call in at the bar and talk to
one of our great staff about joining options and what we
have to offer. Membership at Girton Golf Club makes a
great present for a young relative and our Junior section
would love to see you.
Enjoy the summer and we look forward to seeing you
soon on our course or in the clubhouse.
Alan Henderson-Smith
Tel: 01223 276169
www.girtongolf.co.uk

Girton Tennis Club
This month we have lots of
tennis-related topics to
celebrate. Many of the great
tennis competitions have been
running again, albeit with extra
Covid restrictions. The French
Open in Paris started when the local area had a curfew
from 9pm and spectators were limited to 1,000. By the
time Nadal and Djokovic met for their epic evening
semi-final, spectator limits were increased to 5,000 and
even the extended 11pm curfew got a special extension
from the President to allow the lucky crowd to watch
the conclusion.

The tennis club has use of the Recreation Ground
courts and members who purchase a key and have a
confirmed booking have court access during most
daylight hours. Club members meet and play from
around 7.30pm to 9pm on Friday evenings. Potential
new members are very welcome to come along to our
Friday club nights for one or two free sessions to check
it all out.
Details about our activities can be found on our website
www.girtontennisclub.uk or by contacting our
Membership Secretary Kevin Keeves by email at
info@girtontennisclub.uk.
Alan Franklin

Girton Netball Club
Netball always brightens up a
Monday evening, especially with
the lovely weather. We’ve
definitely needed our visors on
court as the sun drops low behind
the pavilion. We’ve been working
on our defending skills, swapping our traditional oneon-one marking for a channel-marking approach. This
more sophisticated strategy requires strong teamwork,
good spatial awareness and mental agility, but is less
physically tiring as players hold tighter to their space
on court. It’s been great to try something new and we
look forward to putting it into practice in a competitive
match sometime soon.

The competition at Queen’s Club in London started
soon after the French Open and saw the return of Andy
Murray. The Eastbourne competition will run towards
the end of June, and by the time this is published, we
should be very close to seeing the start of Wimbledon.
Both players and spectators have to live with extra
restrictions and tests but it is wonderful to see live,
high-quality tennis being played again.
Nearer to home, our club is delighted to have received
so much interest for our free ladies-only coaching
sessions. Around 40 applications were received and
both courses filled up quickly. Those who could not get
onto the courses have gone onto a waiting list. Even if
you are not lucky enough to be getting coaching at the
moment, the weather is generally good and playing
tennis outdoors is a brilliant way to get some exercise.
The courts should be open for the afternoon of the
Saturday 10th July, during the Village Fete, for anyone
who wants to try out hitting a few tennis balls.
July 2021

Steady on the gin, now
… continued on page 20
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school role-play, stories, and the children going to
Girton Glebe have had online and outside face-to-face
visits.
Some recent activities that the children have been
taking part in are:

… continued from page 19

Girton Netball Club
Training with Helen continues on
Mondays at Girton Recreation
Ground, 6.30–7.45pm. New
members are always welcome. For
more information, please email
girton.village.netball@gmail.com
or see Facebook: Girton Netball Club.
Emma-Louise Longden

Girton Colts Football Club
It’s now the end of our disjointed
season. Thank you to all for
helping us to push through and
make it fun for all to enjoy. We’re
all looking forward to our
presentation event on 10th July and then of course a
well-earned break from football.
Do come and have fun at our stand at the Feast. All
money raised goes into reducing the membership fees
for our players, so spend a £1 and try your luck!
If you would like to get involved as a player, coach,
manager, referee, tuck shop assistant or committee
member, please do get in contact at
info@girtoncolts.co.uk.
Andrew Hawkes
Chairman

Girton
Cottontails
Preschool
We are busy with end of
year events at preschool
and can’t believe we are
coming to the end of our
first year. It has gone so
quickly! In a strange and
uncertain year, we are very grateful that we’ve
managed to all keep safe and well, and that we’ve
been able to stay open to provide the children with the
care, education and social interaction that they need.
The children have all coped so well and we are very
proud of them all.

●

●

●

puppet shows with animal puppets and this has been
excellent for developing the children’s social and
language skills;
playing music with instruments – the children made
up their own songs to the music they were creating!
we had a pretend swimming pool in the garden and
practised diving and swimming!

Following National Children’s Day, we discussed
children’s rights with the preschool children to
promote the importance of their own rights and
freedoms. The children then came up with their own
suggestions of what their rights might be and drew
pictures of them. These included ‘people being kind to
them,’ ‘having somewhere to live,’ ‘having food to eat’
and ‘having a firefighter to help us!’
After the discussions about children’s rights and
reading a book about this, we considered children who
may be less fortunate than ourselves. We decided to
raise money to send to relevant charities of the
children’s choosing, and did this by having a dressing
up/pyjama day!
We are a community interest company, so non-profit
making and we greatly appreciate any support you can
give. Please take a look at our gofundme page and our
Amazon wish list: www.gofundme.com/f/emma-amp
-laura-are-reopening-cottontails-preschool and
www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/JJP8OJALIV2I.
We welcome children from the age of two years old
upwards. We accept 2-year funded and 3- and 4-year
15- and 30-hour funded children. Please contact us if
you would like to apply for a place.
For further information about the preschool and what
we have to offer, you can visit our website, follow us
on social media and get in touch using the contact
details below.
Laura Norman and Emma Pell
Girton Cottontails Preschool Managing Directors
Email: info@girtoncottontailspreschool.com
Phone: 07368 180771
Web: www.girtoncottontailspreschool.com
Find us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter

We have just a short time left with our older children
now, who will be leaving us to start school in
September. They have been preparing for school with
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News from Girton Glebe Primary School
News from Girton
Glebe Primary School

Summer Term
Curriculum
Activities
Our pupils are now totally immersed in their summer
topics and it is so inspiring to see the work that they are
completing across the school. Topics range from Blue
Abyss and The Enchanted Woodland to Explorers and
Terrific Travel. Our children have been exploring a
range of artwork, spending time learning outdoors in
our forest area and reading an array of stories to inspire
their own writing. Our Foundation Stage pupils are
enjoying the travel agents role-play area and have been
developing their fine and gross motor skills during
Finger Gym tasks.
Our pupils continue to develop their mental and
physical wellbeing and have been taking part in
outdoor PSHE and yoga lessons. Over the coming
weeks, all of our pupils will take part in skipping
workshops and we are soon to have a class set of yoga
mats delivered so that all children can take part in these
sessions in the school hall.
We are now in the middle of our Early Years transition
and are welcoming our September 2021 intake to
school grounds, socially distanced, with their
preschools ahead of their start in the autumn term. Our
Year 6 pupils are busy rehearsing for their end-of-year
performance which will be filmed and shared with
parents in late July.
The Cavendish School
From September 2021, Girton Glebe will be operating
as a hub for The Cavendish School for one term whilst
the main building is completed on the Impington site.
The Cavendish School is a special autistic setting
supporting pupils aged Y3 – Y13. Until December
2021, 10 Year 7 pupils will receive specialist provision
on the Girton site until structural work delayed by the
pandemic is finished. Three neighbouring rooms on
our school site have been transformed into a selfcontained hub for specialist provision, with all work
being paid for from the Cavendish building budget.
This space includes a teaching base, a sensory room, a
cooking area and therapy centre.

group in the Cambridgeshire event held earlier this
year. The most recent competition saw us compete
against other schools which had won their regional
heats. Well done to all of our staff and pupils for all
of your hard work and exercise over the course of the
7 days!
Mr Andrew Spencer
Headteacher
@GirtonGlebePS

George’s Garden Tip
I expect by the time you read this the June heatwave
will be a dim and distant memory! But although it may
seem like bolting the stable door a tad late, let me share
with you the advice the RHS have about watering in
summer: reuse washing-up water, install a water butt,
water pots in trays or saucers to save waste, and only
water plants that need it. Jolly useful tips, but the last
one is rather open ended; last August when carrying
water to keep the allotment veg alive, I kept doing it,
even though some of the plants were gradually wasting
before my eyes, in the belief that if I kept it up just a
few more days rain would come and the crops be
saved. By the time it rained most of them were not fit
enough to revive, a waste of endeavour except for the
carrots which came good in the autumn. So, bear this in
mind when debating whether the plants need water.
Mid-summer is the usual month to prune evergreen
shrubs, including popular hedges such as privet,
lonicera and, if not yet clipped, bay and laurel.
Generally trimming a hedge is unlikely to expose a
bird’s nest as they are usually further in. Giving a
hedge a firm chop is a rather different matter, and
should be undertaken with a bit of caution, and close
observation.
George Thorpe

Race Across the World
We are delighted to announce that Girton Glebe pupils
and staff won the Race Across the World event
organised by Cambridge United. At the time of writing
last month’s article, we were into the final few days of
the competition which we later won, competing against
other schools from the east of England. This was the
second such event that we have won after topping the
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It’s’ very rewarding when we hear of villagers
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News for Older
Residents

A few months ago I had to admit that my effort to place
some slabs linking the different levels in my garden was
not successful – the slabs had become unstable and
dangerous and the family kept stepping on the grass
either side resulting in an unsightly mess. So, I had to
seek help from someone who would help ‘pave the way’
– someone who knew what to do and how to do it. And
the result is a lovely new pathway which is safe and
blends into the garden so well.
Whether it be sourcing help from someone experienced,
seeking advice from an expert or accessing support
from a professional, path-laying is no different to
therapy: we all need help sometimes to ‘pave the way.’
Signposting
As defined by Save the Children, a refugee is a person
who is seeking a safe haven after being forced to flee
violence, persecution or war. The vulnerability of this
group of people places them at a higher risk of
experiencing mental health issues.
Refugee Council works with refugees and asylum
seekers including providing specialist therapeutic
services targeted to their needs. Website:
www.refugeecouncil.org.uk.
Suicide First Aid
To add to the suite of mental health courses I offer, I am
training to become an accredited Suicide First Aid
Associate Tutor. My four days of virtual face-to-face
training has been completed and I’m almost ready to
submit a substantial NVQ level 4 assignment for
assessment. This month, sharing this information with
others has led to conversations with my hairdresser, my
builder, my family and my work colleagues, all of whom
have consequently opened up and shared their experiences.
Often, people worry that they shouldn’t ask someone
about thoughts of suicide because it will somehow prompt
or encourage ideas which the person otherwise would not
have – this is a myth. The evidence shows that asking
clearly and directly is supportive, opens up dialogue and
can help keep people safe. Contact me if you are
interested in learning more about Suicide First Aid.
Juliet Adloune, a longstanding Girton resident, is a fully
qualified and accredited Adult Mental Health First Aid
Instructor experienced in delivering the full suite of
MHFA courses and committed to supporting mental
health within her local community. Contact her via:
www.facebook.com/listeninglantern.julietadloune or
mhfa.julietadloune@gmail.com
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Coffee on Wednesdays
Those who used to
attend the Breakfast Club are meeting again on
Wednesday mornings at the Golf Club. You are
welcome to join them, anytime from 10.30am onwards.
Benches for relaxing and talking
Look out for the new three-seater benches that Girton
Town Charity is providing for the village. I hope these
seats will be well-used, not only by people wanting to
rest or to have a change of scene, but primarily as
places for people to sit and chat with each other.
University of the 3rd Age, Cambridge
U3AC is looking for new members. It is an educational
charity based in Bridge Street, Cambridge which offers
about 300 courses and lectures from October to June
each year. It is self-financing and run by the members,
for the members. There is a long list of courses
including traditional subjects – for example history,
science and languages – as well as a wide variety of
activities less associated with universities such as
bridge, board games, table tennis, walking and dancing.
Much more information can be found on their website
www.U3AC.org.uk along with the 2021/2022
programme. Their annual fee is £82, with an additional
enrolment fee of £5 for new members.
Solicitors for the Elderly
To find suitable legal advice I suggest you use this
organisation. Their website, www.sfe.legal will direct
you to local firms with experienced solicitors who are
specifically trained in older client law. Alternatively, if
you phone 08445 676173, you will be given the name
and number of an accredited local solicitor.
And now the ads…
● A white ‘Davina McCall’ exercise bike is being
offered free of charge. It is in good condition and
comes with a manual.
● A garden trampoline is also being offered free of
charge. It will need to be dismantled in its present
location before being moved.
● I have 15 (older style) 100-watt bulbs with bayonet
cap fitting to give away.
I will be taking annual leave in August. So, please get
in touch with me this month for any matters which may
take time to arrange. Many thanks.
Patricia Johnston, Older Residents’ Co-ordinator
Email: patricia.johnston@ageukcap.org.uk
Tel: 07649 660866
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News from the
Co-op
This is Sadaf Safian, your Girton
Co-op Member Pioneer with
news from your local Co-op
store. Finally some nice sunshine
is out, just what we all needed
after the long winter. As long as it's there, let's make the
most of it!
Last month we did a raffle at the store for our mental
health charity partner MIND and with your help we
managed to raise a whopping £650.73! Thank you
#Girton Community who help raise funds for such a
worthwhile cause. Our winner, Roger, was very pleased
to receive his hamper.
Big News!
Co-op is partnering with Hubbub to bring communities
together to redistribute meals. Hubbub is an awardwinning charity that inspires positive lifestyle choices
that benefit the environment. Co-op and Hubbub are
coming together to create more places where
communities can access and share healthy food and
connect with each other and it all starts with a fridge!
Community fridges are accessible to everyone, they are
a place where local food businesses donate surplus food
to the local community which can be shared and
distributed as needed.
As of now, Hubbub has the world's largest community
fridge network, with over 150 fridges. Partnering with
Co-op will add a further 100 new fridges to the network.
If you know of an organization that would like to start a
community fridge, support from Hubbub is available at
www.hubbub.org.uk/the-community-fridge.
New store manager
An update on the store manager. Sadly, Kevin has
relocated to a different store within Co-op – we all wish
him well for the future. On a more positive note, I am
pleased to announce our new Girton store manager,
Antony. I am sure you will all join in wishing him all the
very best, pop in to say hello if you get a chance, Antony
is very passionate about working for our community.
Girton Feast
Community is at the heart of Coop and we are always at
the forefront to support local events. Co-op will be there
at the Girton Feast which is taking place on 10th July. I
will be there along with the store manager Antony,
hoping to see as many faces as possible. It’s a great
opportunity to meet people and if you have anything in
mind that you wish to discuss with me and Antony
please do visit our table. We are also supporting Fogg
with their raffle by providing them with an amazing
Co-op hamper.
Local community fund
Our current causes FOGG, Girton Colts FC and BEFA
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(Cambridge Emergency meal project) have raised an
amazing £292.88, £221.62 and a whopping £710.06
respectively. Thank you to all the members without
whom this wouldn’t be possible. When you become a
Co-op member and buy selected Co-op products and
services, 2p for every £1 spent goes to your
membership account and the same amount is shared
between Local community fund and community
partnership funds. It’s a membership that rewards you
as well as supports local causes that benefits the
community. A win-win situation!
I regularly post on the Girton Coronavirus Support page
and Girton Village Community Facebook page. Find
me on twitter @Sadafsafian . If there is a community
project that you wish Co-op to support please get in
touch with me.
Till next time, keep Co-operating.
Sadaf Safian
Mobile: 07816 098778
Email: sadaf.safian@coop.co.uk

Girton care home workers raise
£2,000 for Alzheimer’s Society
Care workers at Arlington Manor Care Home in
Girton have raised over £2,100 for the Alzheimer’s
Society by taking part in the London Summer Walk
Half Marathon.
The six team members; Jack Coupar, Chris Tedstone,
Jess Turner, Emma Sewell, Hannah Goodway and
Kevin Fox raised funds for the charity which
campaigns for change, supports people living with
dementia and hopes to find a cure by walking 13.1
miles, following a scenic route around central London.
The caring team members who look after people living
with dementia took part in the challenge on Saturday.
They have already surpassed their £930 fundraising
target by raising a whopping £2,100.
Lifestyle’s Coordinator at Arlington Manor, Jack
Coupar, who organised the walk said: “We would like
to say a big thank you to all those who donated and
helped us raise over £2,100 for the Alzheimer’s
Society. The event was thoroughly enjoyed by all who
took part. During the walk we all took in the views of
the landmarks, taking photos along the way. We
managed to complete the 21.1km walk within six
hours with not a blister in sight! We are now planning
towards the next walk which will take place in January
2022.”
For further information about the walk or if you wish
to donate, please visit: www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/jack-coupar.
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Bread of Heaven
In early childhood, my mother enjoyed sitting with her
father at the supper table. Whilst always attentive to
etiquette, he partook with quiet joy, thankful to have an
appetite, and delighting in the whole sensory
experience of aroma, texture and flavour. His table was
often shared with guests who, in the inter-war years
would arrive for a weekend of fellowship, bringing
news of friends around the country. There would be
lively exchanges, banter and humour along with the
nourishment of ministry from the word of God. Thus
the true sense of communion pervaded the time and
space around the good things of God's provision.
Imagine the supper table at the home of the disciple
Peter, or at Bethany where Martha would make
everyone welcome to spend time together around the
food she had prepared. The conversation would flow
amongst the gathering, recounting the wonder of a
miracle witnessed, and the amazement and gratitude
of someone healed of disease and restored to family
life. There would be questions about the meaning of a
parable, perhaps amusement about the comments of
children, and hushed reports of encounters with the
invading forces and zealous religious authorities. What
would be on the menu? Fish, netted in the latest catch,
freshly baked bread, roasted grains, herbs, olives and
dips. There might be some honeycomb, figs, raisins
and dates or creamy cheese. In the company of Jesus,
a simple meal became a feast of nourishment for body
and for the soul.
When we sit down to a meal, we have certain
expectations. We trust the cook's good intentions to
offer a healthy repast of ingredients we normally
favour, although the occasional novel element might
challenge the status quo, and educate the palate. We
will benefit best if we have not filled up with junk food
beforehand. We set aside time to appreciate the
provision rather than bolting it down and hurrying
away, and we hope to be at peace with the host in
conversation.
Each of these aspects will have an impact on the
nourishment we gain from feeding prayerfully on the
Word of God. The abundance of junk food, the hurried
‘thought for the day’ snack, the rejection of any
challenging ingredient, will not lead to spiritual
strength and maturity. We need time to receive, to
contemplate, to absorb Heaven’s food.

a choice morsel and presenting it directly for special
enjoyment. For many people, mealtime can be a solitary
time, taken in isolation. But, as we read in the company
of Jesus, that special morsel will stand out from the
Text, his gift of grace, hope and encouragement just for
you.
“Bread of Heaven
Feed me now and evermore.”
Iris Niven

Girton Glebe Swimming Pool
60th Anniversary event cancelled
We have reluctantly taken the decision to postpone
this event. Following notification that the Cotton
Hall was unable to host us due to the extension of
Covid restrictions, an alternative plan was put into
place based at the Old Crown. Pasquale and his team
put together, at very short notice, a package that
would have enabled the event to go ahead.
Unfortunately, not enough people, many living long
distances away from Girton, could rearrange their
plans at such short notice.
It is intended that this anniversary will be marked at
a re-scheduled event later in the year. Watch this
space as they say.

Solution to this month’s Codeword on page 15:

It was the custom, in the eastern lands, for the host to
honour a guest by scooping from the communal dishes,
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Girton Baptist Church
Rector: Revd Michael Bigg
Tel: 01223 202145 Email: rector@girton.church
Website: www.girton.church
Associate Priest: The Revd Christine Barrow
Tel: 575089 Email: mcbarrow@me.com
Licensed Lay Ministers:
Mr Dugald Wilson
Tel: 276940
Mrs Christina Deacon Tel: 525337
Churchwardens:
Mr Bruce and Mrs Wendy Hunter Tel: 503958

Sunday Services: July
4th

10.00am
7.30pm
11th 10.00am
6.00pm
18th 10.00am
6.00pm
25th 8.00am
10.00am

Holy Communion
Taizé Service (online)
All Age Communion
Evening Prayer (BCP)
Holy Communion
Choral Evensong (BCP)
Holy Communion (BCP)
Morning Prayer

Weekday Services: July
Wednesdays 9.00am
Thursdays 9.00am
Thursdays 9.00pm
Wed 14th Jul 2.00pm
Thu 29th Jul 11.00am

Morning Prayer (said) (Online)
Morning Prayer (said) (Online)
Compline (said) (Online)
Abbeyfield Holy Communion
Gretton Court Holy
Communion (BCP)

The church will be open daily for personal prayer. All
care must be taken regarding cleanliness and touching
any surfaces. There is hand sanitiser available. If there
is anyone else in the church, please respect social
distancing. And may you find peace and comfort in this
sacred space.
You are welcome to join us in person for our worship
services. We are doing everything we can to make it a
safe environment. Face masks should be worn properly
as much as possible, and social distancing is to be
maintained, even outside when we might be tempted to
discuss the sermon! For those who wish to continue to
worship remotely, Sunday morning services will
continue to be streamed on YouTube for the foreseeable
future. You may tune in at http://bit.ly/GirtonParishLive.

Minister: Revd Nick Lowe
Tel: 01223 279289
Secretary: Mrs Virginia Rootham-Smith
Tel: 01223 520442
Website: www.girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk

Sunday Services: July (all starting at
10.30am at Girton Baptist Church and on
Zoom)
4th

Communion, led by Christine Kimmitt

11th

Led by John Searle

18th

Communion, preacher Nick Lowe

25th

Led by Nick Lowe

For the link for Zoom please ring 07751 748757 or
email pastor@girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk.
Please use the church website for booking for in-person
services. Masks and social distancing are
still needed.
A Bible verse:
“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm
and secure.” (Hebrews 6:19)
Some words from a hymn:
Will your anchor hold in the storms of life,
When the clouds unfold their wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain,
Will your anchor drift or firm remain?
We have an anchor that keeps the soul
Stedfast and sure while the billows roll,
Fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
Grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love
A prayer:
We ask you, Lord, to help and defend us. Deliver
the oppressed. Pity the insignificant. Raise the
fallen. Show yourself to the needy. Heal the sick.
Bring back those of your people who have gone
astray. Feed the hungry. Lift up the weak. Take off
the prisoners’ chains. May every nation come to
know that you alone are God, that Jesus is your
Son, that we are your people, the sheep that you
pasture. Amen

The Taizé service is being held remotely using Zoom
usually on the first Sunday of each month. Anyone is
welcome. Please email Kay Barrett at singing.kay
@gmail.com and she will send the link to you in order to
join in. Any problems, please do contact us via the website.
Please check the church website for up to date
information (www.girton.church).
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If you would like to discuss any
Parish Council issues, please contact
the following:

Church clock repaired

Chairman
Haydn Williams, 40 Church Lane, Tel: 474667
chairman@girton-cambs.org.uk
Vice–Chairman
Gill Cockley, 73 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276703
Councillors
Jane Buckler, 28 Girton Road, Tel: 277636
Julie Dashwood, 36 High Street, Tel: 276590
Douglas de Lacey, 9 Woodlands Park, Tel: 565219
Val Godby, 38 Woodlands Park, Tel: 276372
Andy Griffin, 298 Wellbrook Way, Tel: 07956 447674
Anne Kettle, 11 Redgate Road, Tel: 277505
Shahila Mitchell, 18 Northfield, Tel: 07519 265755
John Thorrold, 53 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276760
Mary Rodger, 11 Fairway, Tel: 277316
Formal correspondence to the Council
should be addressed to the Clerk.

By the time you read this St Andrew’s Church clock
will hopefully be fully repaired. A planned strip-andrebuild was delayed when it was discovered that
several of the cogs were heavily worn and not turning
properly, but now everything should be back in
working order and keeping good time thanks to the
auto-winding mechanism. It has cost around £2,300 to
bring the clock back into service and the church are
very grateful for generous support from Friends of
St Andrew's and Girton Town Charity.

Mobile Library
Thursday 22 July 2021

District Councillors
Tom Bygott, Tel: 232966
cllr@bygott.net
Corinne Garvie, Tel: 276184
cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk
County Councillor
Edna Murphy, Tel: 577005
edna.murphy@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Parish Clerk and Acting Finance Officer
Susie Cumming, Tel: 472181
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk
Assistant to the Parish Clerk
Laura Lawrence, Tel: 472182
admin@girton-cambs.org.uk
Website: www.girton-cambs.org.uk/council.html

Thornton Court
Abbeyfield
Cotton Hall/Church
Orchard Close
St Vincent’s Close
Gretton Court
Churchfield Court

09.40 – 10.00
10.05 – 10.50
11.00 – 11.30
11.35 – 12.00
12.05 – 12.30
12.35 – 13.00
13.05 – 13.30

Rubbish Collection
People in Cambridge and South Cambridgeshire
are being asked to make sure disposable face
coverings and masks are put in their black wheelie
bins at home, to help control the spread of
Coronavirus.

Postal address
Girton Parish Council
The Pavilion, Girton Recreation Ground
Cambridge Road, Girton
Cambridge
CB3 0FH

The Greater Cambridge Shared Waste Service has
already seen disposable PPE such as face
coverings, masks and gloves in the blue recycling
bins, despite none of these items being recyclable.
With a rise in use expected over the coming weeks,
waste bosses are urging people to keep caring by
disposing of the items correctly, which will help
ensure recycling is not contaminated, and control
the spread of the virus.

Contact numbers for bookings

Bin collections July

Cotton Hall
Orchard Close
Pavilion
St Vincent’s Close
William Collyn Community Centre

Thursday 1 July
Thursday 8 July
Thursday 15 July
Thursday 22 July
Thursday 29 July

30

07759 983420
277164
472182
276447
279587

Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue and Green bins
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