
GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs. Yvonne Murray The Pavilion  

Telephone (01223) 618619 Girton Recreation Ground 

Email: Clerk@girton-pc.gov.uk Cambridge Road, Girton 

Website: https://www.girton -cambs.org.uk Cambridge, CB3 0FH 

 

NOTICE of MEETING:   GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING   FULL COUNCIL 

DATE & TIME:   Wednesday 8th November at 7.30pm 

VENUE:    Girton Recreation Ground, Cambridge Road Girton 

 

All Members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purposes of resolving Council Business 
to be transacted at the meeting, as set out below. Members of the public and press are invited to address 
the Council under the Public Participation item. Advance notice of questions and/or issues would be 
appreciated. 
 

Members:  13 Vacancies: 2  Quorum:  5 
 

Members:  Cllr Carney (Chair), Cllr Muston (Vice-Chair) Cllr Betts, Cllr Brown, Cllr Clare, Cllr Giles, Cllr Hayat, Cllr 

Lampe, Cllr Linton, Cllr Marshall, Cllr Reeves, Cllr Williams, Cllr Wright. 

 

Mrs. Yvonne Murray ς Clerk to Girton Parish Council  

2nd November 2023 
 

AGENDA 

Agenda 
Item 

Item Description Action/ 

Power 

23FC/119 Welcome from the Chair   

23FC/120 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Absence For Decision 

23FC/122 ¢ƻ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ Declarations of Interest and Dispensations To Note 

23FC/123 Public Participation 

To allow a total of 15 minutes for any members of the public to address the meeting 
in relation to any matter on the agenda. Individual presentations to be limited to 5 
minutes on any single issue 

15 Mins 

23FC/124 To Receive Reports (for information only) 10 Mins 

23FC/124.1 County Councillor  

23FC/124.2 District Councillors   

23FC/124.3 Girton Town Charity  (No Report this month)  

23FC/124.4 Girton Neighbourhood Plan  

23FC/124.5 /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  

23FC/124.6 /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  

23FC/125 To Approve Minutes of Girton Parish Council Full Council Meetings:  11th October 
2023 

For Decision 

23FC/126 Matters arising from Previous Meetings (for information only) For Information 

23FC/126.1 Action List (See 23FC/129.7)  

23FC/126.2 Any other Matters arising ς A chance to raise any comments/concerns on 
previous agenda items 

 

23FC/127 To Receive update from GPC Committees & Working Groups (For information only) To Note 

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/


Agenda 
Item 

Item Description Action/ 

Power 

23FC/127.1 Environment Committee   

23FC/127.2 Local Nature Recovery Working Group (See Environment Committee Report)  

23FC/127.3 CƻƻǘǇŀǘƘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ό{ŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘύ  

23FC/127.4 Water Management Report (No Report this month)  

23FC/127.5 Finance & Resource Management Committee   

23FC/127.6 HR Committee (to include CAPALC Report)  

23FC/127.7 Planning Committee (No Report This month)  

23FC/127.8 Sport & Recreation Committee  

23FC/127.9 Events Working Group  

23FC/127.10 Wellbrook Way Facilities Task & Finish Group  

23FC/127.11 Pavilion Refurbishment Task & Finish Group  

23FC/128 To Approve Finance and Resource Management 

 

For Decision 

23FC/128.1 To note payment of accounts under delegated approval To Note 

23FC/128.2 To Approve payment of outstanding accounts due For Decision 

23FC/128.3 To Receive a report from Facilities Manager on Amounts paid in  To Note 

23FC/129 Business items requiring a decision, or consideration by the Council  For Decision 

23FC/129.1 Council to receive update on meetings that took place on 02/11/2023 with: 

-  Hope CIC (Plans for land behind Girton College Recreation Ground) 
- CCC Highways & Girton College (Plans for Girton Rd/Huntington Rd junction 

To Note 

23FC/129.2 Council to note latest update on Local Government Pay Award with decision to 
pay staff in December 2023 payroll on 2nd December 2023 (ahead of December 
Full Council payment schedule) so that money is available in time for Christmas. 

For Decision 

23FC/129.3 Council to consider and approve spend of £2,000 for Events Committee including 
Christmas Lights 

For Decision 

23FC/129.4 Council to approve recommended quote for installation of Fire Alarm in Girton 
Pavilion  

For Decision 

23FC/129.5 Council to introduce following policies which will be brought for approval in 
December 2023 Full Council 

- Tree Policy 
- No Mow Summer 

To Note 

23FC/129.6 Council to consider and approve spend of for Tree work at: 

- Weavers Field 
- Recreation Ground 

For Decision 

23FC/129.7 Council to review and approve current version of all Committee and Working 
Group 3-year plans ahead of 2024/2025 precept setting (LNRP 10-year Plan) 

For Decision 

23FC/129.8 Council to consider and approve following Survey Content: 
- Local Highway Initiative 2024/2025 
- Precept Survey 2024/2025 

For Decision 

23FC/130 To Receive Correspondence addressed to the Council. 

- Tree Issues at Recreation Ground (See 23FC/129.6) 

To Note 

23FC/131 To Approve Communication of items from this Agenda   

This item is designed to ensure that Council can approve key items of communication 
from this meeting on Council Website, Facebook, and Twitter. 

For Decision 

23FC/132 Date of next meeting(s): 13th December 2023 at 7.30pm To Note 



Guidance For Visitors to Girton Parish Council  

The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge CB3 0FH. 

Tel: 01223 618619 
 

NOTICES FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
 

Parish Council Agenda 

A full copy of this agenda with appendices and reports may be found on the Parish website at 
https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/girton-parish-council/ or requested from the Clerk. Our Village 
Noticeboards will include a copy of the agenda only including this guidance page. Webpage QR Code below. 

 
Public Participation 

Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting and any other Girton Parish Council public meeting. If you 
wish to raise a question or topic at the meeting it will help us if you contact the clerk, who will be pleased to explain 

the procedure. Clerk email: clerk@girton-pc.gov.uk. Members of the public may address the Council within 
an allotted time of 15 minutes during Public Participation on the agenda. 
 

Exclusion of Press and Public  

The press and public are likely to be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the following item 
in accordance with the provisions of Section 100(A)4 of the Local Government Act 1972, exempt information 
as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1, Schedule 12A of the Act, as amended. 

Items to be confirmed here/ 
 

First Aid 

If you feel unwell or need first aid, please alert a member of staff. 
 

Toilets  

Public toilets are available on the ground floor of the Pavilion in the corridor through the double doors in the 
Community Hall. These include facilities for disabled people. 

 

Recording of Business and Use of Mobile Phones  

Girton Parish Council are open and transparent about how we make decisions. The Council may record public 
meetings. Recording, filming and photography at Council, Committee and other meetings is allowed where 
members of the public can attend, so long as proceedings at the meeting are not disrupted. Members of the 

public may not speak during Council proceedings. We also allow the use of social media during meetings to bring 
Council issues to the attention of a wider audience. To minimise disturbance to others attending the 
meeting, please switch your phone or other mobile device to silent/ vibrate mode. 

 

Smoking  

No one can smoke at any time within the Pavilion or at any Council meeting. 

  

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/girton-parish-council/
mailto:clerk@girton-pc.gov.uk


Cllr Edna Murphy ï MONTHLY REPORT NOVEMBER 2023 

  

STRATEGY RESOURCES & PERFORMANCE  
  

Mind the [budget] gap   
  

/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƎŀǇ ŦƻǊ нлнпκнр Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ϻмсƳ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ 

than £23m, largely due to increases in demand for services and inflationary pressure. Without action being taken 

this gap will grow, and is predicted to be more than £20m in the following year, and a further £19m and more the 

year after that.  

  

Cambridgeshire is not alone. The Local Government Association currently reports that councils across the country 

ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴ ΨƛƴŦƭŀǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǎǘƻǊƳΨ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŜŘ ϻпōƴ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƎŀǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ !ƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ 

Network recently reported on a ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƻŦ пм Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛǘŀǊȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 

ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƻǾŜǊǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳŘƎŜǘǎ ōȅ ƻǾŜǊ ϻсллƳ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀǎ ΨǳƴŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŀōƭŜΩ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜǎ 

drive up the cost of delivering services to vulnerable children. They warn councils are running out of options to 

avoid severe financial problems, with a projected total funding deficit of £4bn for these councils over three years 

up to 2026.  According to the analysis, these overspends, combined with future funding shortfalls, mean that one 

ƛƴ мл ƻŦ ǘƘŜ пм ΨǿŜƭƭ-ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘΩ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǎǳǊŜ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ς a 

legal requirement ς with this increasing to four in 10 next year and six in 10 by 2025. This is despite councils 

planƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǾŜǊ ϻнōƴ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ΨŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΩ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ Ŏǳǘǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ-year period to prevent 

issuing Section 114 Notices.  

  

The analysis suggests that the cause of this financial pressure is a combination of stubbornly high inflation, rising 

ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ΨōǊƻƪŜƴΩ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ŎŀǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ƻǾŜǊǎǇŜƴŘǎΦ   

  

! ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ aƻƛǊ ŀƴŘ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ CƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ 

Hudson says:  

  

ñIn 2023-24, pressures on our budget have arisen principally due to several very highcost childrenôs social 

care placements and a delay in receiving income from a newly constructed solar farm (which requires 

connection to the electricity grid). In addition, we are seeing that demand for bed-based care for older 

people is also rising, following a period of reduction in demand and then stability stretching back for some 

time, to the beginning of the pandemic.ñ  
  

¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǿƛŘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜǎτ

such as interest rates which the Bank of England has said are likely to remain above 5% until 2026. This will affect all 

goods and services the council buys, the cost of borrowing, and pay award costs for council workers as well as for a 

large externally commissioned workforce which includes staff working in residential care for vulnerable adults and 

children.  

  

The report highlights how all services in the Council have been the subject of a comprehensive exercise to find 

efficiencies, alongside a number of specific reviews into particularly high cost areas such as home to school 

ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎŀǊŜ placements, and high levels of historic adult social care debt. Proposals to set the 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ нлнпκр ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΣ 

including an opportunity for residents to comment on the plans.  

  

Quality of life survey for Cambridgeshire shows mixed picture   
  



Most Cambridgeshire residents feel happy and safe in the county, well connected to their local communities, and 

ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  

  

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рΣрлл 

residents. But the news is less good for some specific groups, with a stark finding that loneliness in Cambridgeshire is 

far higher than the national average. Loneliness was most likely to be reported by those aged 18 to 25, who also 

reported more struggles with their mental health. This is deeply concerning.  

  

The County Council commissioned the report from national independent market research agency Thinks Insight and 

Strategy, and plans to use the results to help councillors set business plan and budget priorities for the coming five 

years. The survey will also be used to inform the Public Health Joint Needs Assessment, a mandatory document 

which local organisations use to identify the health and wellbeing needs of a local population.  

  

¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǾŜǊ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 

ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΦ wŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǾƛŜǿǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ 

for money were in line with Local Government Association averages for England. Satisfaction with council services 

was mixedτhighest across library, waste management, street lighting, and registration services, and lowest in road 

and pavement maintenance.  

  

Residents reported high concerns about the cost of living and many said they were changing their behaviour because 
of it. 48% have cut back on heating use, 27% have cut back on nutritious food, 8% have used a foodbank and 9%have 
stopped using prescription medicines. The Council intends to run the survey again next year.  

  

84%  feel safe in their local community  

72%  report high or very high levels of happiness  

52%  of 18-24s feel lonelyτcompared to only 18% of those aged 55+  

37%  have struggled with mental health (61% of 18-24s, 59% of 25-34s)  

52%  trust the council to make decisions about services  

44%  think the council delivers value for money (national benchmark 42%)  

86%  are concerned about cost of living increases  

48%  have cut back on heating use  

  

  

FLOODING  
  

Storm Babet   
  

Storm Babet hit Cambridgeshire on Friday 20 October, leaving some households with external or even internal 

flooding to their homes, or without flushing toilets, as well as seeing a number of roads closed. County Council 

highways officers have been working through the various incidents logged, and the Flood & Water team is pulling 

together an overall picture of events.  

  



If you were affected by flooding, and have not yet reported it to the County Council, please do so, as it is really 

important to build up a full picture of what happened.  

  

You can report flood issues affecting your home or property at 

cambridgeshireself.achieveservice.com/service/Flood_reporting (Note this is not the place to report flooding in an 

emergency.)  

You can report highways-related flooding (blocked road drains, sewers, gullies, for example) at 

highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk  

  

FULL COUNCIL  
  

Going through the motions   
  

Five motions for debate as usual generated more heat than light at the Full Council meeting on 17 October 2023.  

  

! Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ /ƘƛŜŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜƴŜ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǊƻŀŘ ŎƘŀǊƎƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǾƻǘŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǾƻƛŘ ƻŦ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
transport problems.  
  

!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛǾŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǿŀǊ ƻƴ ƳƻǘƻǊƛǎǘǎΩ ǘƻ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ 

ǿŀȅǎ ƻŦ ΨǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜΩ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŀǊǎΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ 

seeking to avoid developments leading to congested roads and lack of public transport options. This was also 

defeated.  

  

! ǘƘƛǊŘ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ όŜȅŜ-wateringly expensive) 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ Ψǎƻƛƭ- ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘΩ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦ !ƴ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ōȅ 
the mover, and it was agreed unanimously.  
  

A fourth motion was again altered to accommodate an amendment, and was also agreed unanimously. This asks 
officers to bring forward a report on what can be done to stop lorries rat-running along the A1421 from Haddenham 
crossroads to Witcham Toll.  
  

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀ Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻƴ ǿŜŜŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǿŀǎ ŀƳŜƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

review had already been scheduled for January 2024.  

   

ADULTS & HEALTH  
  

óBe Winter Wiseô campaign  
  

The County Council has launched its Be Winter Wise campaign to help residents with information and advice 

throughout the winter. Its aim is to draw together a range of services, activities and offers, keeping communities 

across Cambridgeshire informed and prepared to stay safe and healthy during the winter months of 2023/24τand 

to signpost to services offered by partners.  

  

The campaign links together everything from winter gritting and road safety activities  



to falls prevention, flu vaccination support, and the Household Support Fund which helps people with urgent 
expenses, or by issuing vouchers to every child eligible for free school meals in the half term and Christmas holidays, 
under a single Be Winter Wise banner.  

  

Activities include;  

Å ²ƻǊƪ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊƻŀŘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƎǊƛǘǘƛƴƎΣ ƎǳƭƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƛƴ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 

getting ahead of expected impacts of bad weather.  

Å Road safety activities and advice, such as encouraging pedestrians, cyclists and motorists to wear reflective 
clothing, check lights and brakes, and always travel according to road conditions.  

Å Information to help residents stay warm and well through the colder months, with an emphasis on activities 
to reduce loneliness and support mental as well as physical health.  

Å CǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ IƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ CǳƴŘΣ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

affected by the cost of living crisis.  

Å Supporting NHS colleagues by promoting flu, COVID and MMR jabs to eligible groups.  

  

For more information, search on social media for #BeWinterWise  

  

Care quality initiative   
  

A new initiative to improve the quality of care and support for Cambridgeshire residents has been approved by the 

ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ !Řǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  

  

The new initiative for the adult social care workforce, supported by investment of over £1m, seeks to address 

problems of recruitment and retention in the sector, support skills development, and drive up quality of services.  

  

The County Council already requires care providers with whom it contracts to pay the Real Living Wage. The Council 

will now also seek to embed the new approach to build skills in the workforce into future contracts with care 

providers. A high quality Care Certificate will be offered by the Council at low cost to care providers and to care 

workers themselves.  

   

CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE  
  

Supermarket vouchers continue   
  

The supermarket voucher scheme will continue to operate in the October half term for all eligible families in 

Cambridgeshire.  

  

Cambridgeshire County Council will run the scheme until the February 2024 half term using the Household Support 

Fund from the Department for Work & Pensions and additional funding provided by the Council. Eligible families 

were automatically sent a £15 voucher via email or text on Saturday 21 October. The voucher can be used at a 

choice of ten supermarkets.  

  

The voucher scheme has been a huge success since it was introduced and appreciated keenly by families struggling 

in the current financial climate. A survey revealed that over seventy per cent of families said the vouchers had 

helped them cope with the rising cost of living.  

  

Appeal volunteers needed   
  



Volunteers are urgently needed to hear appeals when children are not offered a place at their preferred school.  

  

All parents or carers have the right to make an appeal to an independent appeal panel if their child is not offered a 
place at their preferred school. The role of the panel is to decide whether a child who has been refused a place by the 
County Council should be given a place.  
  

All parties involved must be given an appeal hearing that is transparent, accessible, independent and impartial. The 

appeal panel is independent of the local authority and its decisions are binding on all parties, unless overturned by 

the courts.  

  

Volunteers will sit on the independent admission appeal panels and ensure that parents feel they have had a fair and 
independent hearing and have been given every opportunity to put their case and have been taken seriously.  
  

Panel members must be able to listen to two sides of a case and weigh up evidence objectively and impartially. They 

must also be able to:  

  

Å Communicate effectively with a wide range of people  

Å Read and assess information and identify key points  

Å Listen to key information  

Å Ask questions to obtain information and clarify points being made  

Å Analyse information and use it to form opinions and conclusions  

Å Obtain and weigh up evidence to reach a decision  

Å Work as part of a team, take advice and develop their own skills  

  

All volunteer Panel Members receive initial and annual refresher training and will be fully supported by the Appeals 
Service. The time commitment depends on how much time volunteers are willing to give. While appeals are held 
throughout the year, the peak months are between April and July. The appeals are arranged either for half a day or a 
full day. Hearings are currently held online using Microsoft Teams.  

  

Anyone interested in applying or who would like an informal chat about the role should contact 

clare.cronk@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  

  

  

ENVIRONMENT & GREEN INVESTMENT  
  

Swaffham Prior Community Heat Network   
  

The anniversary of the first connections to the new renewable energy centre were celebrated recently.  

  

100 external connections are now completed, and by November 65 properties will be fully connected to the heat 

network. Connections will recommence in Spring. The Council is keen to complete these in batches to ensure works 

are carried out effectively and efficiently and disruption is minimised. Further testing of the heat network will take 

place over the winter to optimise the system.  

  

Climate scorecard   
  

The campaigning organisation Climate Emergency UK once again published a  

ΨǎŎƻǊŜŎŀǊŘΩ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǘƻ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘƻƭƻƎȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
year it is not possible to compare present against past scores.  



  

Cambridgeshire was ranked 5th ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŎƻǊŜŎŀǊŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎƻƭŘ ǎǘŀǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ 

decarbonising buildings and heating. We scored lower than average on biodiversity, and on waste reduction and 

food. This is perhaps unsurprising, given that Cambridgeshire is the most biodiversity-deprived county in the 

country, and that the Waterbeach waste facility is out of action while the council and its contractor Thalia seek to 

resolve compliance issues. https://councilclimatescorecards.uk/scoring/county/  

  

  

HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT  
  

Getting Cambridgeshireôs roads winter ready  
  

/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ƎǊƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŎǊŜǿ ǎǇŜƴǘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƴƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ƳƛŘ-October carrying out a trial run ahead of winter. Gritters 

including Buzz Ice Year and David Grittenborough were on the roads, along with quad bikes on cycle routes in 

Cambridge.  

  

The salt domes and barns have already been filled with 10,000 tonnes of rock salt ready for the start of the cold 

season.  

  

Last year gritting crews went out 51 times, many of them working throughout the night and early hours. Anyone 

interested in volunteering to help the council grit  

/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ 

community can get involved.  

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/help-with-gritting/  

  

20mph schemes ðthe next round   
  

The Council plans to reopen the window for new applications for 20mph funding from Monday 15 January 2024, 
and close it on Friday 15 March 2024 at 5:00pm. There was intense interest from parish councils in this opportunity, 
showing how much popular support there is for road safety and speed reduction initiatives.  
  

In the meantime, the council plans to review and update its 20mph website pages to provide additional information 

and assistance to applicants.  

  

HS2: will there be winners?  

  

The sudden announcement by the Government in October of the scrapping of HS2 to Manchester was followed by 
a list of transport schemes across the country that would receive a share of the funding instead. This list was then 
withdrawn from the  
DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ΨƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ 
money there will be to reinvest in genuinely new transport projects but we need to keep the pressure up so that there 
is some benefit to the public.  
  

  

Cllr Edna Murphy   

County Councillor for the Bar Hill division  
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Cllr Corinne Garvie  07780 932267, cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk  
Cllr Richard Stobart  07950 934793, cllr.stobart@scambs.gov.uk   

 

Cost of living support winter comms campaign 

SCDC is launching a campaign to encourage residents to claim all the cost-of-living support they are entitled to. 

The campaign will include sponsorship of the Cambridge Independent newspaper, Facebook adverts, and adverts 

on Guided Busway stops in South Cambridgeshire. The campaign will run from this week (commencing 6th 

November 2023) until Christmas and will direct people to www.scambs.gov.uk/cost-of-living  to see what they 

can claim. 

Update on bin collection changes 

We wanted to pass on a short update from SCDC on bin collections following the recent changes. Thanks to the 

hard work or our crews (and the preparation from colleagues based at the depot), the changes do appear to have 

gone smoothly so far. For every week that we have confirmed figures up to this point ï since we made the switch 

to 4 day collections we have emptied more than 99% of bins. That covers the weeks of 18 September / 25 

September / 2 October / 9 October / 16 October and 23 October. Collections of course continue this week so we 

do not have final figures for the current week yet. For further context ï during the first 4 weeks of the new 

collection arrangements, we were due to empty 717,488 bins. We emptied 715,383 of them. For the ones we did 

not empty ï the main reasons were bin not out, contamination or wrong bin out. We of course automatically 

make arrangements to promptly return to empty any bins that we know missed, as we always have ï and if any 

resident is concerned about their bin being missed, they can simply report it to us on our website and we will 

return to empty it promptly. The rate of phone calls that weôve had ï that relates to the bin changes ï has been 

significantly lower than last time we did a route optimisation exercise. We continue to monitor performance in 

this key area. 

Green Grants for Cambridgeshire Businesses 

This programme has been created in partnership with South Cambridgeshire District Council, Cambridge City 

Council, Huntingdonshire District Council, the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Growth Hub and the 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority and is funded by the UK Government through the 

Shared Prosperity Fund. 

The 18-month programme aims to support 223 small to medium businesses based in Cambridge, Huntingdon and 

South Cambridgeshire and will also deliver grant funding of up to £5,000 to 75 of these businesses to help them 

implement energy efficiency-related improvements. 

More information can be found here: Green Grants for Cambridgeshire businesses (scambs.gov.uk) 

Green jobs training available 

The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero has announced a series of discounted training spaces on low-

carbon heating and insulation installation to help support the green jobs sector.  

Up to 8,000 people ï including current installers and those who are new to the industry ï will be able to develop 

the skills and knowledge needed to retrofit homes and install insulation through the Home Decarbonisation Skills 

Training scheme. A further 4,000 people will able to get £500 towards training to install and maintain heat 

networks through the Heat Training Grant. 

The Low Carbon Heating Technician Apprenticeship will provide people with the chance to learn how to install 

low-carbon heating systems on the job. 

Becoming a Carbon literate business 

South Cambridgeshire District Council has recently been accredited as a Carbon Literate Organisation by national 

charity The Carbon Literacy Trust, joining a growing number of national and local public sector organisations 

and businesses that have received the accreditation. This means we are now better equipped to share knowledge 

in this field with  local communities and businesses.  

Carbon Literacy describes an individualôs or organisationôs awareness of climate change, the climate impacts of 

everyday actions, and the ability and motivation to reduce carbon emissions. 

If you are aware of a local business that wants to get better informed about carbon emissions and sustainability, 

please advise they check out the Trustôs website to find out more about Carbon Literacy training. 

Flooding advice and sandbags 

mailto:cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk
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Following recent heavy rain, we wanted to remind residents about the importance of being prepared for possible 

flooding, before significant rainfall occurs. This is especially the case for residents whose properties have flooded 

before. The most effective time to act is in advance of rainfall ï rather than during or after it.  

¶ On the flooding page of our website there is a useful list of things residents can do in advance of rainfall 

under the óBe prepared for floodingô section. This includes signing-up for Flood Warnings, using the 

Governmentôs Flood Information Service to check if a property is at risk of flooding and preparing a flood 

plan. We realise it can be confusing to work out who deals with what when it comes to flooding. So if 

you again visit the flooding page of our website, there is a list which residents can refer to, to ascertain 

what would need to be reported where in the event of a flood. 

¶ There is also a specific section about the provision of sandbags (summarised immediately below) on the 

flooding page of our website. 

As a reminder, the Council does not provide a sandbag service to residents. Generally, it is the responsibility of 

residents to protect their own properties from flooding. This is why it is important that any residents who think 

they may need sandbags source them in advance of bad weather. However, we do have a limited supply of 

sandbags that can be delivered to domestic properties that are at imminent risk of flooding only, and not as a 

preventative measure days or hours in advance of potential flooding. As youôd expect, this is aimed at our most 

vulnerable residents and only intended for people who have no friends, family or neighbours who can assist them 

fast enough or in advance. Bearing this in mind, residents requesting sandbags during normal office hours should 

call us on 01954 713 000 or email streets@scambs.gov.uk - If it is outside of normal office hours and an 

emergency they can contact our out of hours number for Environmental Health Emergencies on 01253 501 055. 

Where we are able to provide sandbags in line with the above policy, we can provide a maximum of 5 per 

household to ensure fairness of provision. 

Build Back Better is a government scheme which can offer up to £10,000 extra to enable property flood resilience 

measures to be installed following a flood insurance claim. Not all insurers are signed up to this scheme, residents 

will need to ask them and if not, shop around for an insurance company which does. 

Volunteer Cambs - Website 

Support Cambridgeshire have recently unveiled a new resource for all your volunteer recruitment needsð

Volunteer Cambs, www.volunteercambs,org.uk - a website that empowers members of the public to explore 

various ways they can contribute to their community. It serves as a unified hub for non-profit organisations to 

showcase their initiatives and engage with local communities. 

It connects organisations with eager volunteers and helps the public find meaningful ways to support their 

community. 

Charities and community groups in Cambridgeshire that would like to find out how Volunteer Cambs can help 

them find and communicate with volunteers, are welcome to attend a workshop on November 22nd. 

Councils support national campaign to tackle  ñzombie batteryò fires 

 Greater Cambridge Shared Waste Service, a strategic partnership between Cambridge City Council and South 

Cambridgeshire District Council, is supporting the national Take Charge campaign, which aims to tackle the 

serious problem of recycling and waste fires caused by carelessly discarded ñzombie batteriesò. 

The campaign urges people across the UK to Recycle Batteries Responsibly by using specialist battery and 

electrical device recycling services, which will help reduce the growing number of serious fires started by 

carelessly discarded batteries. 

 When they are thrown away with the general rubbish, or mixed with other recycling, hidden ñzombie batteriesò 

can easily return from the dead and cause serious fires once collected ï particularly higher-powered lithium-ion 

batteries which are now common across a wide range of household devices from phones and laptops, to power 

tools, childrenôs toys, e-bikes and scooters, and even vape devices. 

 Dead batteries thrown away with other waste and recycling are likely to be crushed or punctured once the waste 

is collected and processed. Some battery types can ignite or even explode when theyôre damaged in waste 

collection and treatment processes. Once this happens, the batteries can set fire to other materials present in the 

waste, like paper and card, leading  

Dead batteries thrown away with other waste and recycling are likely to be crushed or punctured once the waste 

is collected and processed. Some battery types can ignite or even explode when theyôre damaged in waste 

collection and treatment processes. Once this happens, the batteries can set fire to other materials present in the 
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waste, like paper and card, leading to serious incidents that, in some cases, put lives at risk and disrupt vital waste 

services. 

An independent report published in 2021 found that nearly 50% of all recycling and waste fires in the UK 

(hundreds each year) are started by lithium-ion batteries alone and that the total annual cost of these fires 

exceeds £150 million. 

Although safe to use normally, lithium-ion batteries are particularly prone to causing fires or explosions if they 

are not recycled properly. These batteries are most commonly found in products like laptops, tablets, mobile 

phones, radio-controlled toys, Bluetooth devices, shavers, electric toothbrushes, power tools, scooters and even e-

cigarettes. 

 

 

Corinne Garvie 
Richard Stobart 
 
5th November 2023 
 
  

https://www.eunomia.co.uk/reports-tools/cutting-lithium-ion-battery-fires-in-the-waste-industry/


NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN: REPORT 9  

FOR GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Current areas of work 

1) Continuing to gather evidence from various sources. Still awaiting the outcome of the Housing Needs 

survey done by Cambridgeshire Acre in the Summer. Is there any date for its appearance? 

 

2) The grant application to Locality (the NGO handling the grants) for £600 to cover costs of obtaining 

HM Land Registry ownership details for non-residential land we cannot identify free by other means 

was successful with the money is now in GPC account. Any unused funds will be returned at year end. 

The NP Team will spend the money and then claim back from the Clerk.  

 

3) A draft Parish Survey will be put together by the NP Team during November and then referred to an 

external consultant (to be identified ς and grant funded) for review and advice to iron out any 

problems and improve it overall. The survey itself will be both hard copy and online (the need for 

both was demonstrated by the SWOT Survey in July 2023). It is likely to comprise (hard copy booklet) 

8 pages plus cover, so formed from three A3 sheets with some 3000 copies required. A budget will 

be put together so a grant from Locality can be obtained.  Applying for grants always adds a month 

to any timeframe. Cllr Brown will lead the survey publicity and getting in the responses, with all others 

helping as needed. 

 

4) Council tax and business rate data being obtained by the Clerk so it can be reviewed and added to 

the Census data. 

 

5) Discussions with landowners: Girton College has responded helpfully and exploratory meetings have 

been held with NIAB and ARU. One is scheduled with the Woodland Trust on 3 November. Others 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ό{ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƭȅύΦ 

 

6) Discussions with Neighbouring Parishes: Working with adjacent parishes is going slowly. Need to 

follow up. 

 

7) Assembling contact email addresses for all organisations in the parish ς will be ongoing. 

 

8) NP page on website being populated by Yvonne Murray. The intention is to make this a real resource 

ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƘƻƳŜΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tƭŀƴ ƻƴŎŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

/ surveys etc. Cllr Brown (also on the NP Team) will be setting up a NP dedicated Facebook page 

linked to the Girton Community Facebook page to help with the Parish Survey. 

 

 

Andrew Muston              31 October 2023 

  



/ƭŜǊƪΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

November 2023 

 
This month, my team and I have been working with Council to compile a comprehensive Book of work for 
Girton Parish Council to allow us to review achievements to date and to begin to develop a program of work 
to allow us to set a considered precept to be approved over the next few months.  

 

¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ Full Council agenda is to approve required current spend requests and to focus 
on reviewing and approving our Book of work which will develop into 3-year plans for our Council and 
eventually longer- term plans.  Please note the great work completed by the Local Nature Recovery Plan 
working group who are already working on developing 10-year plans for our village.  These plans are available 
in the Full Agenda Pack. 

 

We continue to increase tƘƛǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ by asking for feedback from all of 
you about what should be our key projects. In order to do this there are GPC are asked to approve the 
content in the GPC surveys to collect your feedback on both our Local Highways Initiative bid and a second 
survey to identify where you would like to see Girton Parish Council focus spend of your precept. If the 
surveys are approved looked out for links on social media and in Girton Parish News. 

 

Headlines for communication this month include: 

 

2023 Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal/Remembrance weekend 

DƛǊǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ /ƭŜǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tƻǇǇȅ !ǇǇŜŀƭ ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǎōǳǊȅΩǎ 9ŘŘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 
Remembrance Sunday.   Thank you to Wendy Ripley for leading this appeal. 

We will also be holding a moments silence at the Recreation Ground on Saturday 11th November at 11am 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ DǊƻǳƴŘǎƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƘƛǎǘƭŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ DǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ  bƻǘƛŎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
going up this week at the Rec. 

/ƭƭǊ aǳǎǘƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŜŀǘƘ ŀǘ DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ ²ŀǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ DƛǊǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǘ {ǘ 
!ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ wŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ 5ŀȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ DƛǊǘƻƴΦ 

 

Wellbrook Way: Adoption of Green Spaces 

We continue to work with our solicitors to secure the Title Plans and Deeds for the Green spaces in Wellbrook 
Way.  The deadline for this has been extended last month by HM Land Registry from 30th September to 27th 
November 2023.   

 

Council Meetings/Updates 

Girton Parish Council has been meeting throughout this month with: 

 

¶ HOPE CIC: to hear about their discussions with CCC about the piece of land behind Girton Recreation 
DǊƻǳƴŘΦ  aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Cǳƭƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ 
 

¶ Girton College and Cambridgeshire County to hear more about the plans for Cambridge Road under 
Planning Application  
 

¶ Wellbrook Way Working Group will be meeting to discuss progress and dependencies on Toilets and 
Club House for Bowling Green (See Wellbrook Way Working Group Report ς Agenda Item 
23FC/127.10) 

 



See our Planning Agenda for November 2023 which includes an update on  

o 12 The Brambles 
o 2 Duck End 

 

Village Planters 

Thank you to Philip Graves who has carried out the winter planting for all sponsored tubs in the village.  
Thank you also to our sponsors and to our Facilities manager for ensuring these planters are funded every 
year to brighten our village.  This year sponsorship has fully covered the cost of all planters with some 
contingency for replacement tubs if needed in the future. 

 

Girton Glebe School Assembly ς regular Parish Council attendance 

Plans are afoot to make Girton Parish Council a regular feature of these assemblies throughout the year.  
Thank you to Chris Butler and all the students for this much appreciated invitation. 

 

Park Dad ς Review of Wellbrook Way Play Park 

Thank you to Park Dad who is a regular feature on Facebook Social media with all his interesting posts on 
Play parks in our village.  Look out for his review on our park at Wellbrook Way, Girton on Facebook. 

For those of you on Facebook, scroll down to find Girton:  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094906442642 

 

Look out for more information on all of the above on Girton Village Community website and Girton Village 
Community Facebook page. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100094906442642


Girton Parish Council:  
Chairôs report November 2023 

Cllr Daniel Carney 

Over the past month most of my time has been taken up with work and personal matters, so there are perhaps fewer 

updates than usual.  

 

A consequence of this has been a delay in attending to some issues of hedgerow growth onto footpaths, though I am 

ƛƴǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ Cǳƭƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ hŦŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛǎǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ 

of Bunkers Hill. The collapsing fence alongside this shared use path is being replaced by the landowners, the University 

of Cambridge. The contractors doing this work have also fully cleared the pathway of overgrowing weeds. We may 

wish to ask the University to investigate the solar studs on this path which have looked somewhat feeble of late, but 

perhaps this clearing work will help. It should be noted that further down the Ridgeway there is now motion-activated 

lighting, which should make this a much safer route between Eddington and Girton Corner. A final Active Travel item 

to note is that the opening up of the main roadway and cycle path on Franklin Garden and the Greenway at Darwin 

Green Plaza means that there are now two much safer and more suitable links between the Thorntons and Histon 

Road. 

 

It was very pleasing to see the team from CCC Highways out recently to address the dire state of many of the 

pavements in the village. However, we are still a very long way away from having a set of footways on the main routes 

in the village to a standard that is acceptable and, more importantly, navigable for those members of our community 

who struggle with their mobility. I am of the understanding that further work is scheduled, and we need to ensure 

that Highways deliver a footway surface that is fit for purpose sooner rather than later.  

 

The project to improve the facilities at Wellbrook Way is continuing. Whilst our partners in this project are, 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘŀōƭȅ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 

responsibility to proceed by the book. As a council we have experienced problems where other parties have 

progressed with building works before the appropriate planning permissions have been obtained. A submission for a 

Certificate of Lawfulness has been submitted by the Clerk and we cannot, and will not, start any works before this is 

granted. 

 

Regarding planning issues, I would like to thank resident Juliette Atkinson for highlighting that the enforcement of the 

notice to undo some of the development that took place without planning permission has still not taken place. South 

Cambs DC have informed that a staff shortage has led to insufficient resources being available to properly follow this 

up and that a new enforcement order now needs to be put in place. This is frustrating and disappointing, but we do 

intend to ensure that follow-up continues until the decision has been appropriately enforced. A re-application has 

been made for development of 12 The Brambles, which was previously withdrawn. Whilst there are issues of a 

restrictive covenant here, this falls outside the remit of Planning. However, near neighbours were concerned about 

the original plans, and I have asked the Clerk to contact said neighbours, along with the applicant, in order to help 

inform Parish Councillors about the planned development and any possible impact. 

 

Two useful meetings were very recently held. The first was with Hope CIC, a Community Interest Company based in 

Cambourne who currently run a number of community support services, including a food hub and a mobile food hub. 

They are interested in developing a plot of County Council owned land into a small Community Farm, similar to the 

CoFarm project running at Barnwell Road in Cambridge. The company have the backing of South Cambs DC and have 

been approved to lease the land by CCC. They sought to consult with the Parish Council and the wider community to 

gain local support for their activities. The aims of the company are laudable and I believe that their presence in the 

village could be a real community asset. We have invited them to present the project to the Full Council and intend to 

put a motion to support this project in 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ Girton Parish Council will also be seeking greater input 

from residents and other groups in the community on this matter.  

 



The other meeting held was with representatives of Girton College and the CCC Active Travel team regarding the 

potential removal of hedgerow at Girton Corner as part of works to improve the pedestrian and cycling facilities at this 

junction. Whilst improved facilities here are very welcome, we noted that consultation from CCC on this scheme has 

been poor. Possible ways to allow this scheme to progress that will keep the ecological and security benefits of the 

existing hedgerow were explored, and CCC will come back to the Parish Council and the College with some 

amendments. It was also useful to get some input from the College regarding the general safety issues for their staff 

and students and see if alleviating these issues could form part of any future LHI application.  

 

 

 

 

 

-  

 

 
 

 

  



GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs. Yvonne Murray The Pavilion  

Telephone (01223) 618619 Girton Recreation Ground 

Email: Clerk@girton-pc.gov.uk Cambridge Road, Girton 

Website: https://www.girton -cambs.org.uk Cambridge, CB3 0FH 

 

NOTICE of MEETING:   GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING   FULL COUNCIL 

DATE & TIME:   Wednesday 11th October at 7.30pm 

VENUE:    Girton Recreation Ground, Cambridge Road Girton 

 

Members:  13 Vacancies: 2  Quorum:  5 
 

MINUTES 

Agenda 
Item 

Item Description Action/ 

Power 

Members: [Six] Cllr Muston (Vice-Chair), Cllr Clare, Cllr Giles, Cllr Hayat, Cllr Linton, Cllr Reeves 

Present:  GPC Clerk (Yvonne Murray), Facilities Manager (Angie Vidler) 

Members of the Public: [Six] including Cllr Murphy (CCC), Cllr Stobbart (SCDC), Cllr Garvie (SCDC) 

23FC/105 Welcome from the Chair  

Cllr Muston introduced herself to the Council and members of the public and thanked 
everyone for attending the ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƭƭǊ /ŀǊƴŜȅΩǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΦ 

 

She also wished to raise to Council a thought for everyone suffering in Israel or Gaza 
and wanted to note that we are likely all of the same mind that any behaviour towards 
anyone that is not civil is not acceptable. 

 

23FC/106 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Absence 

Cllr Betts, Cllr Brown, Cllr Carney (Chair), Cllr Lampe, Cllr Marshall, Cllr Williams, Cllr 
Wright 

Noted 

23FC/107 Council to Approve co-option of new Councillor/s. 

Cllr Muston noted that three people had expressed their interest in being co-opted to 
Girton Parish Council.  As there were only two vacancies so this would be deferred 
until next month. 

Deferred 

23FC/108 ¢ƻ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ Declarations of Interest and Dispensations - None Noted 

23FC/109 Public Participation 

 

Dr George Crawley, Darwin Green Residents Association (Secretary) 

George introduced himself and noted that he was resident number 6 to join Darwin 
Green in December 2019.  He had started a WhatsApp group which now includes 250 
people from Darwin Green.  The group has a really comfortable chatty atmosphere 
and is moderated by George with a light touch.  This group also includes people from 
Eddington and from Richmond Road.  It is a great example of people coming together.  
George also noted that most people in the group knew each other in the street by first 
names.  They issue a welcome pack on arrival, so people get to know about Darwin 
Green and the community.  He also introduced Abe, also in attendance who is a 
Committee member of DG Residents Association. 

 

One of the achievements of DG Residents Association is the opening of the DG 
Greenway on Friday 6th October which provides a cycling cut through to Windsor Road.  

 

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/
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It is a quick route to the shops, making it easy to cycle to Histon Road on weekends 
and in the evenings. 

 

The opening of the Greenway was managed through massive community action, 
which had been pushed for over four years.  The community group worked with 
Barratts senior leadership team to implement the project.  George noted that once 
the requirements for the Greenway were agreed, it was opened within 6 weeks.  One 
of the insights from this initiative is that people often ask for a 150% solution, which 
was often not required or possible. In DG people need to acknowledge that the area 
is still a live construction site during the week. Soon to be live demolition site.   The 
Greenway is now open outside construction hours.  Another important insight was 
that residents need to be included in the conversation.  Views of only DG Steering 
group would not allow the rigƘǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ψǎƪƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜ 
ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦΩ 

 

hƴŜ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ŀǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƻǊƴǘƻƴǎ 
to visit DG food trucks.  He stated the number one thing missing from DG was a 
Community market.  He would like to see Sunday mornings at DG being similar to 
Northstowe and the resulting money being invested back into DG. The idea would be 
for people to see DG as a destination.  He noted that the Coffee Truck would be in the 
playground this weekend and he is hoping to build on that. 

 

Cllr Muston thanked George for attending and noted her attendance at the opening 
of the Greenway and would like George to contact someone from GPC Events 
committee.  She asked GPC Clerk to send details to DG WhatsApp group. 

23FC/110 To Receive Reports (for information only) 10 Mins 

23FC/110.1 County Councillor 

 

Cllr Murphy had been chasing up a couple of things in particular post submitting 
her report.  She noted the project at the top of Huntingdon Road where are to go 
next to the floating bus-stops.  She expects to receive more information as to 
when they wish to introduce them.  She has come across no problems or barriers 
and is hopeful about this initiative going ahead. 

 

Cllr Murphy noted the disgraceful and long-standing problems with pavements in 
Girton, which were in fact dangerous.  She confirmed that finally there is some 
movement with the new Local Highways Officer (LHO)in place.  The LHO had made 
about 30 different requests to fix the issue and is going to put Girton pavements 
in the slurry sealing program.  He will be revisiting this when he returns from 
annual leave in a couple of weeks. 

 

Cllr Muston noted she was pleased about the free vehicle check noted in Cllr 
aǳǊǇƘȅΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Dt/Ωǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ 
markings of the T-junction at the end of Thornton Road were not clear.  She 
highlighted this issue as another accident waiting to happen. 

 

Cllr Clare noted that he felt that Cambridge Road pavement is the worst one and 
asked if that was one of the paths on the list to be fixed.  Cllr Murphy stated this 
team were ripping through the existing backlog. 

 

Cllr Hayat noted that the High Street issues had been logged back in April and only 
now had a response been received that it would be resolved.  He stated he felt 

 



Agenda 
Item 

Item Description Action/ 

Power 

that the situation was completely unacceptable and asked if there was a Service 
Level Agreement (SLA) as to when pavements should be fixed.  Cllr Murphy stated 
there was an SLA with Milestone and the work was done in line with the Highway 
Operational Standards (HOS), see link below. 

A4 Portrait-blue (cmis.uk.com) 

 

Cllr Hayat also asked about the Bus Service and how it was going to be funded? 
Cllr Murphy noted that the current sources of funding being considered would 
not generate as much income as the sustainable travel would have done. Cllr 
Hayat noted funding was not the only issue, apparently there was previously 
funding available, but bus drivers could not be found.  Cllr Murphy noted that she 
believed the situation with bus drivers was now much better. 

 

Cllr Linton also wanted to know if any alternative commercial operator has come 
forward.  Would a new commercial operator mean higher costs? 

 

Cllr Muston stated that this issue was likely to be a long-term initiative.  She noted 
that the new bus from Eddington to Girton Corner is very positive.  

23FC/110.2 District Councillors  

 

Cllr Stobart confirmed that Community Hubs (formerly called Warm Hubs) had 
not gone away, and that Cambridgeshire Acre were continuing to fund.  They are 
currently recruiting village agents and there is funding available.  Anybody is 
welcome to apply, and the role might give a focus for running a Community Hub 
in Girton.   

 

Cllr Hayat confirmed as last year that he felt the key was identifying the need. 

 

Cllr Stobart also confirmed that following the Fly Tipping incident in Girton last 
year at Washpit Lane, the Environmental group would be happy to come along 
and talk about this topic.  If the Council wish to hear more about it, then let him 
or Cllr Garvie know.  He noted that the question around security cameras was still 
outstanding. 

 

Cllr Stobart also noted it was great to hear from George Crawley in the public 
participation about the aspiration for a market and asked GPC to let George know 
about the funding. 

 

23FC/110.3 Girton Town Charity ς No report this month.  

23FC/110.4 Girton Neighbourhood Plan ς No questions on this report.  

23FC/110.5 /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

 

GPC Clerk thanked everyone for their input to the agenda and noted that if we 
could all submit our reports received a week ahead of each Full Council it would 
give Council to review the agenda and consider the decisions required.  

 

23FC/110.6 /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

 

Cllr Muston thanked Cllr Carney for all the work that he was doing.  She noted 
that she felt GPC was getting much more involved in the community.  She noted 
her visit with Andrew Muston to Dry Drayton Parish Council meeting and her visit 
to Girton Glebe School with GPC Clerk.  

 

https://cambridgeshire.cmis.uk.com/CCC_live/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=Uo7WRXQPzRm0%2bKg6LX5RTZXH60HQPSyO1HhqoAQ%2bSHwFhicrHgSYRA%3d%3d&rUzwRPf%2bZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3d%3d=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ%2fLUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3d%3d&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&kCx1AnS9%2fpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3d%3d=hFflUdN3100%3d&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2bAJvYtyA%3d%3d=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&FgPlIEJYlotS%2bYGoBi5olA%3d%3d=NHdURQburHA%3d&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3d&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3d
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23FC/111 To Approve Minutes of Girton Parish Council Full Council Meetings:  13th September 
2023 

 

Approval:  Cllr Hayat proposed.  Cllr Reeves seconded. Four in favour, two 
abstentions due to absence at last meeting. 

Approved 

23FC/112 Matters arising from Previous Meetings (for information only) For Information 

23FC/112.1 Action List ς Action list noted and described by GPC Clerk. Noted 

23FC/112.2 Any other Matters arising ς A chance to raise any comments/concerns on 
previous agenda items ς No items raised. 

Not Applicable 

23FC/113 To Receive update from GPC Committees & Working Groups (For information only) To Note 

23FC/113.1 Environment Committee - Cllr Giles had nothing to add to her report and there 
were no questions. 

 

23FC/113.2 Local Nature Recovery Working Group ς No questions on the report. 

Cllr Muston noted the interesting LNRP meeting at Girton Pavilion on 4th October 
and encouraged people to get involved. 

 

23FC/113.3 CƻƻǘǇŀǘƘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ ς No report this month.  

23FC/113.4 Water Management Report ς No report this month.  

23FC/113.5 Finance & Resource Management Committee 

 

Cllr Muston noted she was pleased with progress in Finance and that 
management of finance was now so much easier. 

 

She encouraged all Committee Chairs to focus on setting the budgets for next 
month.  She asked Council to bear with Finance & Resource Management 
Committee as we moved to next level with Finance, see the Finance Report. 

 

GPC Clerk confirmed that the project lists for each community would be sent out 
ahead of November Full Council. 

 

23FC/113.6 HR Committee (to include CAPALC Report) 

 

Cllr Muston encouraged Councillors to delve into the videos from the Scribe 
Conference.  She noted there were many topics which may be of interest to 
Council.  

 

23FC/113.7 Planning Committee ς No report this month  

23FC/113.8 Sport & Recreation Committee  

 

Cllr Hayat noted there were Ƴŀƴȅ {ǇƻǊǘ ϧ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 
agenda. He had nothing to add to the report. 

 

Cllr Clare asked about the progress of the Heads of Terms to be agreed for the 
approved Toilets and Club house for Girton Bowling Green. 

 

Cllr Hayat and GPC Clerk confirmed Heads of Terms were yet to be agreed. Only 
one initial meeting had been held with GBC to date. 

 

23FC/113.9 Events Working Group ς No questions on this report.  

23FC/113.10 Wellbrook Way Facilities Task & Finish Group 

Cllr Muston confirmed that Heads of Terms were to be discussed for these 
facilities. 

 

23FC/113.11 Pavilion Refurbishment Task & Finish Group  
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GPC Clerk noted that requirements were to be further discussed within group. 

23FC/114 To Approve Finance and Resource Management 

 

For Decision 

23FC/114.1 To note payment of accounts under delegated approval 

GPC Clerk noted that five Topsy Bins had now been installed in the village 
increasing our capacity for litter.  She thanked SCDC for funding one of these bins 
which was on Cambridge Road, a main route through the village.  GPC already 
have approval for fitting three more bins. 

Noted 

23FC/114.2 To Approve payment of outstanding accounts due 

 

Approval:  Cllr Linton proposed.  Cllr Reeves seconded. Unanimous Approval. 

Approval for an additional payment of £1,000 to Birketts for work that was not 
commissioned, yet to be invoiced. 

 

Note: Council to discuss £1,000 payment for work carried out by Birketts 
regarding Wellbrook Way, not yet invoiced.  

 

Approval:  Cllr Linton proposed.  Cllr Reeves seconded. Unanimous Approval. 

Approval for payment of outstanding accounts this month. 

 

Debate Highlights: 

Cllr Muston noted that GPC had been unaware of the significance of the work that 
Birketts was undertaking.  One of the solicitors from Birketts attended November 
2022 Full Council to speak to Agenda item 22/177.1 but was not given time to 
answer any questions.  Find agenda using link below: 

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/uploads/2023/01/Girton-Parish-Council-
Approved-Minutes-9th-November-2022-at-7.3pm-Minutes-Only.pdf 

 

Cllr Muston noted that she felt if GPC did not go through due diligence on this 
matter, then GPC may find difficulties later. 

 

Cllr Clare highlighted that work should not be carried out without asking 
permission of the client, in this case GPC.  GPC Clerk noted she had spoken about 
this with Birketts and confirmed she would take this to GPC Full Council for 
consideration. This should not happen again.  

For Decision 

23FC/114.3 To Receive a report from Facilities Manager on Amounts paid in  

 

GPC Facilities Manager highlighted the second payment of precept had been 
received in September.  It was nice to see income from Cricket and Football as 
cricket ended and football season beginning. 

  

Cllr Hayat asked if people were coming back to hire the pavilion and GPC Facilities 
Clerk highlighted many of the previous regular customers had found other homes. 

She noted that there was spare capacity of the Pavilion in the daytime, but 
evenings/weekend are full. 

 

Cllr Muston highlighted that it might bring additional revenue if the space was 
rented out to allow a café to be in place during the day. 

 

Noted 

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/uploads/2023/01/Girton-Parish-Council-Approved-Minutes-9th-November-2022-at-7.3pm-Minutes-Only.pdf
https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/uploads/2023/01/Girton-Parish-Council-Approved-Minutes-9th-November-2022-at-7.3pm-Minutes-Only.pdf
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Cllr Muston also thanked GPC Facilities Manager for all the work she was doing to 
encourage more customers. 

23FC/115 Business items requiring a decision, or consideration by the Council  For Decision 

23FC/115.1 Council to Agree to purchase wreath and donation for Remembrance Sunday, 
spend up to £100 in accordance with powers under S137 of Local Government Act 
1972. 
 
Approval:  Cllr Reeves proposed.  Cllr Hayat seconded. Unanimous Approval. 

Approved 

23FC/115.2 To consider and approve work on green spaces at Mayfield Road and Wellbrook 
Way at a cost of £750.00. 
 
Approval:  Cllr Muston proposed.  Cllr Linton seconded. Unanimous Approval. 
 
Debate Highlights: 
GPC Clerk noted that this Agenda item had been brought to Council as it was work 
that had not been carried out for a while and outside current Ψbusiness as usualΩ 
work carried out by our contractors.  The work is to be carried out by our existing 
contractor.  GPC Clerk noted the possible Health & Safety issues of cutting back 
the Garrya. 
 
Cllr Hayat noted if Health and Safety did it need to come to Council?  GPC Clerk 
noted the Health and Safety issue was only when plan was being cut back.  It was 
ōŀŎƪƭƻƎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ōƛƭƭΣ ǎƻ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƭƻǊǎ 
to be aware. 

Approved 

23FC/115.3 To consider and approve installation of Fire Alarm Panel to meet requirements 
of recent Fire Assessment  
 
Approval:  Cllr Giles proposed.  Cllr Hayat seconded. Unanimous Approval. 
 
Debate Highlights: 
GPC Clerk noted the task here was to approve obtaining of quotes and to highlight 
the work that needed done.  Based on the latest quote received the likely final 
amount for Council to consider would be in the range of £5,500. 
Cllr Hayat noted this was a Health & Safety item. 

Approved 

23FC/115.4 To consider and approve 10 metres by 8 metres base/playing area for 2 x Table 
Tennis Tables  
 
Approval:  Cllr Hayat proposed.  Cllr Giles seconded. Unanimous Approval. 
 
Debate Highlights: 
Cllr Muston noted that GPC had historically had to spend additional money due to 
not doing things properly. She noted the fact the base would be a lot more 
expensive.  GPC Clerk noted there was a reserve available for playing surfaces and 
the additional amount for this extended base was approximately £4,500.  This was 
an additional decision. 
 
Cllr Clare noted that he may not have approved the Item on September Full 
Council agenda if he had known an extended base was to be raised at the next 
meeting.  Cllr Hayat confirmed this had been discussed with contractors and all 
the contractors had raised issues about safety on playing on muddy area which 
could be slippery in bad weather. 
 
Cllr Muston noted with the improved playing area due to the base, she felt it was 
money well spent to ensure long-term use of this area. 

Approved 

https://www.lalc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/31-Section-137-of-the-Local-Government-Act-1972-revised-April-2015.pdf#:~:text=Section%20137%20of%20the%20Local%20Government%20Act%201972,is%20however%2C%20limited%20in%20a%20number%20of%20ways.
https://www.lalc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/31-Section-137-of-the-Local-Government-Act-1972-revised-April-2015.pdf#:~:text=Section%20137%20of%20the%20Local%20Government%20Act%201972,is%20however%2C%20limited%20in%20a%20number%20of%20ways.


Agenda 
Item 

Item Description Action/ 

Power 

23FC/115.5 To consider and approve improving markings in Girton Recreation Ground Car-
Park at a maximum cost of £1,100.  
 
Note:  County and District Councillors left the meeting at this point. 
 
Approval:  Cllr Hayat proposed.  Cllr Muston seconded. Unanimous Approval. 
 
Debate Highlights: 
GPC Clerk gave background based on the paper provided, noting the cost was £950 
excluding VAT and that the spending on the car park to complete all the work was 
under £10K. 
 
Cllr Giles noted that if there was to be further work on drainage for the car park 
that we may consider delaying.  GPC Clerk confirmed any drainage work was likely 
to be longer-term. 
 
/ƭƭǊ wŜŜǾŜǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ¢Ωǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƪŜǊō ƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ōŀȅ 
markings.  GPC Facilities manager confirmed full bay markings which had been 
approved by a number of residents. 

Approved 

23FC/115.6 To review, consider and approve Mission and Vision Statements for all 
Committees. (Councillors please see Girton Parish Council OneDrive) 
 
Approval:  Cllr Giles proposed.  Cllr Linton seconded. Unanimous Approval. 
 
Debate Highlights: 
Cllr Muston gave background on Agenda Items  

¶ 23FC/115.6 

¶ 23FC/115.7 

¶ 23FC/115.8 
She confirmed that all Councillors had been asked to review these items. 
 
She asked all Councillors who had not had a chance to look at these documents to 
familiarize themselves with them going forward. 
 
{ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ΨǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǇǳǘΩ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ Dt/ 
to test and learn what edits/improvements needed to be made and it was the job 
of the clerk to make sure that all future edits are considered and in place.   
 
She also noted that the next review for all documents approved today was 
30/06/2024 post the next 2024 AGM meeting but GPC Clerk would bring any policy 
back to Full Council if there were significant changes. 
 
She asked Council to consider approving the documents this evening as they stand 
to allow Council to start working with them.  She noted that one of these 
documents had already been useful in draft state.  If these governance items keep 
being deferred, we are delaying action to use them for consistent Council policy 
and process. 
Cllr Clare asked if all edits made by Councillors for the policies would be taken into 
account.  GPC Clerk confirmed these edits would be considered and put in place.  
She had reviewed all edits, and the main issues were tidying up: text, format, and 
language.  It appeared that the Anti-Harassment and Bullying policy had been 
superseded with the Dignity at Work policy.  Once the edits were made, they 
would be loaded to Girton Village Community Website. 

Approved 



Agenda 
Item 

Item Description Action/ 

Power 

23FC/115.7 To review, consider and approve Terms of Reference for all Committees 
(Councillors please see Girton Parish Council OneDrive) 

 

Approval:  Cllr Reeves proposed.  Cllr Linton seconded. Unanimous Approval. 
 
Debate Highlights: 
See Agenda items 23FC/115.6. 

Approved 

23FC/115.8 To review, consider and approve first set of Policies prepared to support Girton 
Parish Council. (Councillors please see Girton Parish Council OneDrive) 

 

Approval:  Cllr Reeves proposed.  Cllr Linton seconded. Unanimous Approval. 
 
Debate Highlights: 
See Agenda items 23FC/115.6. 

GPC Clerk thanked Council for the impressive and thorough work reviewing all 
documents.  These documents were a critical part of our Governance, and their 
input and interest were great to see. 

Approved 

23FC/115.9 To consider and approve in principle a legal retainer relationship with a Solicitors 
to support work being carried out by Girton Parish Council (See summary and 
separate supporting paper) 

 

Approval:  Cllr Reeves proposed.  Cllr Giles seconded. Unanimous Approval. 
 
Debate Highlights: 
Cllr Muston gave background on the work to be approved under this motion.  She 
confirmed that work such as transfer of land, buildings for Wellbrook Way and 
terms and conditions would benefit from legal advice. 

 

GPC Clerk confirmed this was a different approach for Girton Parish Council and 
that this would give GPC access to legal support as needed.  The work to be done 
post this approval was to obtain quotes and confirm what services any resulting 
retainer would include. 

 

Cllr Clare asked if Histon & Impington Parish Council had such a relationship.  GPC 
Clerk confirmed that this was the case.   Cllr Clare noted it might be asking that 
firm for information and a quote. 

 

/ƭƭǊ [ƛƴŘƻƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ .ƛǊƪŜǘǘΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƳŜŀƴǘ .ƛǊƪŜǘǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪΦ  
GPC Clerk confirmed it was just an example. 

Approved 

23FC/115.10 To review Project List for Girton Parish Council as basis for three-year plans (List 
to be reviewed in Full Council Meeting) ς Project List status was described and 
ŘŜƳƻΩŘ ǘƻ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ 

Noted 

23FC/115.11 To delegate to Clerk and appropriate Committee Chair/s:  

¶ Survey for LHI Bid 2024/2025 

¶ Survey to get input from Girton Residents regarding 2024/2025 precept. 

 

Approval:  Cllr Linton proposed.  Cllr Reeves seconded. Unanimous Approval. 
 
Debate Highlights: 

Approved 



Agenda 
Item 

Item Description Action/ 

Power 

GPC Clerk confirmed that this Agenda item had been brought early to Council to 
ask for the go ahead on designing these surveys. 
She gave a summary of what questions the survey may contain. 
The Surveys would be circulated and not sent out unless delegated group were 
happy with the final copy. 

23FC/116 To Receive Correspondence addressed to the Council. 

- Tree Issues at Weavers Field, Recreation Ground, Woodlands Park 
- Noise Pollution from Luton Airport, A14 
- NEW: Thornton Road/Thornton Way junction 
- NEW: Girton Glebe Newsletter 

 

/ƭƭǊ aǳǎǘƻƴ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǎŜƴǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƭŜǊƪ ǘƻ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ Ψ¢ƘŜ wƻƭŜ 
of the Modern /ƭŜǊƪΩ ŦǊƻƳ DǊŜŀǘ {ƘŜƭŦƻǊŘ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΦ  {ƘŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
discussed at the CAPALC Annual conference.  GPC Clerk stated this was not about 
individuals but a change in the industry/sector. 

https://www.greatshelfordparishcouncil.gov.uk/2023/08/6911/ 

 

Councillors discussed the emails on noise and noted many of them were unaware 
although the A14 did affect all of them and appeared to have got worse over the years.  
GPC Clerk noted the effect on a very small number of residents in Histon and 
Impington and the fact that HIPC had sent a letter to Luton Airport Consultation about 
the significant effect the change of flight path had on their residents.   HIPC had also 
endorsed a paper from RELAS and confirmed this endorsement to the Luton Airport 
consultation. 

Noted 

23FC/117 To Approve Communication of items from this Agenda   

 
Approval:  Cllr Reeves proposed.  Cllr Hayat seconded. Unanimous Approval. 

Approved 

23FC/118 Date of next meeting(s): 8th November 2023 at 7.30pm Noted 

Meeting Ended: 20:52 

 
 

  



Environment Committee Report 

November 2023 
 

 

This month the environment committee has been working on:  

¶ The local nature recovery plan - the 10-year plan has now been drafted and a public meeting held to 
introduce it, an appeal has been set up to raise funds for the refurbishment of the Hibbert-Ware 
Memorial garden and the working group is working with others to help create the Neighbourhood 
plan survey. The next LNRP event is a talk about recording local wildlife at the Pavilion on Wed 
22nd November.  

¶ The repainting of the lines in the recreation ground car park (despite some very challenging 
weather!)  

¶ Working with advisors to find out more about trees in the village and to try and solve some ongoing 
issues with individual trees . 

¶ Reminding people of their responsibilities to keep hedges safely trimmed to avoid causing an 
obstruction. 

 

Our current priorities are: 

¶ Working on the next LHI bid, starting with a survey to find out what people's priorities are in terms 
of a project to add new double yellow lines and possibly other street painting. 

¶ Working on policies on No Mow May and tree planting for consideration by full council when they 
are ready. 

¶ Continuing to work with the LNRP on projects around the village. 

 

Cllr Alison Giles 
Environment Committee Chair 

  



Finance & Resource Management Committee Report 

 

The months of October through to January are important on a Parish Council Financial Calendar.  The setting of our 
Precept is one of the most significant in our financial year.  I list below the definition of a Parish Council precept: 

 

Note:  The precept is the parish councilõs share of the council tax. It is calculated as part of the parish councilõs 

budget and is the amount of council tax that the billing authority collects on behalf of a parish council. The precept 

demand goes to the billing authority, which collects the tax for the Parish Council. The 'Precept' is converted into an 

amount per Council Tax Band that is added onto the Council Tax bill. 

 

Girton's precept is currently £74.51 for a band D house and is currently ranked 66 in terms of size out of 103 Parish 

Councils in SCDC.  The precept was raised by £0.92 by Girton Parish Council last year and has seen a rise of £7.03 

over the past 5 years.  For more information on this see Girton Village Community Website.  Girton is also very 

close to the bottom of the scale in terms of Band D charges compared to other local villages with a similar precept. 

 

Since the October meeting Girton Parish Council have been working on defining, approving and prioritising our Full 
Ψ.ƻƻƪ ƻŦ ²ƻǊƪΩΦ    ¢ƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŀƎŜƴŘŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлнм ǘƻ 
allow us to create a baseline of all activities which have been completed, are a work in progress and those still to 
action.   

 

You will see Agenda Item 23FC/129.7 asks Council to approve that draft book of work and the score assigned.  The 

next task is to apply all financial information to this list so that we can aim to create an itemised budget for 2024/2025 

and beyond.  We will then ensure that Business Cases documenting all projects will be prepared. 

 

As discussed by our Finance Committee on 5th July 2023 (Agenda Item: 23FRM/021.1) our budget items will be 

categorized as a) Mandatory b) Asset Management and c) New Projects. We will aim to provide the Top 20 priority 

items in each of category in our December report to Girton Parish News. 

 

All Committees and Working groups have been given the opportunity to recommend their 3-year plan this year. Going 
forward Girton Parish Council will be working on a longer-term plan to share with Girton residents.  With a baseline 
book of work in place, we will be able to highlight items provided over the last months and at what cost. 

 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ǇŜǊ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ǳƴŘŜǊ !ƎŜƴŘŀ LǘŜƳ ϝϝϝϝ ŀǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ 
meeting we will be surveying Girton to check what they want to see from Girton Parish Council going forward. 

 

Following our important preparation work about Girton Parish Council will set our precept taking into account your 
input from our Precept Survey in January 2024. 

 

Note:  Girton Parish Council has begun work on some important projects over the last couple of months, some of 
which have been outstanding in Girton for some while.  Examples are the Bollards and Line-markings at Girton 
Recreation Ground Carpark, two new Table Tennis Tables, Resurfacing and marking of the Tennis Courts and planning 
for the long-awaited refurbishment of our Pavilion.  These projects include approvals for Wellbrook Way facilities 
including toilets and clubhouse at our Bowling Green.  We are making sure that we balance the costs of the project 
with governance such as planning permissions and potential funding to make sure we get the best resolution for all 
our residents. 

 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ DƛǊǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǇǊŜŎŜǇǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƛǊǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нлноκнлнп CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

 

Ann Muston ς Finance Committee Chair 

Yvonne Murray ς Responsible Financial Office 



PROFIT & LOSS/BALANCE SHEET FOR 2023/2024 

 

¢ƻ ōŜ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘΧΦΦ 
  



 



 

 



HR Committee 

November 2023 
 

Training has been booked for the Clerk/RFO for the following two CAPALC courses at a cost of £80.00 for the following 
two courses: 

¶ Managing Projects (& Major Programmes), 10th November 2023 

¶ Developing Effective Action Plans, 28th November 2023 

GPC Clerk will also attend the CAPALC in-person meeting on Friday 17th November and the 14th December CAPALC 
AGM.  Both of these meetings are free of charge. 

 

Appraisal dates may have been confirmed by the time of November Full Council for the Staff team and feedback will 
be provided at the next HR Meeting on 29th November.   It is expected that both the Clerk and the Facilities Manager 
will sign up to for the CILCA award in Spring 2024.  There is a feedback form available on request for residents to make 
relevant comments if they so wish on the performance of Girton Parish Council.  

 

Until it has been fully approved at the HR Meeting it is proposed that each appraisee requests feedback from three 
Councillors.  An online form will be made available to capture this information. 

 

There will also be a proposal that individual councillors are appraised.  This is recommended as good practice and will 
help to identify and support time constraints of councillors, responsibilities and what training may be useful.  The 
Quality Award of the Local Council Award Scheme (LCAS) states there should be a training policy and record for all 
staff and councillors.  https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/our-work/1855-lcas-guide/file 

 

In-house Team Training and Planning Training has been approved but as yet we have been unable to find a time when 
most people can attend.  We highlight the importance of this half-day training for all and are considering inviting 
prospective councillors to these training sessions.  See LCAS Award Scheme. 

 

I believe that there is potential to increase collaboration and mentoring within both our own council and other local 
councils so we are better informed and able to identify best practice across our sector. 

 

As with all other Committees, the HR Committee is reviewing and confirming its three-year plan and this will include 
items such as training, website, people policy and procedures. 

 

The review of the revised contracts, people specification and job descriptions is ongoing.  I am happy to report that 
the engagement of the Maintenance person is likely commence from 2nd January 2024.  This will free up time currently 
occupied by the clerk on maintenance issues and site visits. 

 

There is a proposal that this Council aims to achieve the LCAS Foundation award during 2024 and then proceeds if the 
office team are successful with their CILCA to Quality and Gold Award status. 

 

Ann Muston ς HR Committee Chair. 

 

  

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/our-work/1855-lcas-guide/file


Events Working Group 

November 2023 

 
Christmas Fayre, William Collyn Centre 

Girton Parish Council is working with Lexi Green (Cakes by Lexis) and Tom Lee (Manager of the William Collyn 
Community Centre to support a Christmas Fayre at William Collyn Centre which will run from 11am to 3pm 
on Saturday 16th December 2023.   

The Fayre will bring together a number of local organisations and businesses together at WCCC to celebrate 
Christmas and provide a chance for some Christmas shopping with lots of fun for the children. 

There will also be a wonderful raffle to raise money for and support the funding request for Hibbert-Ware 
DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

 

 
Christmas Lights 

The current lights owned by Girton Parish Council are pretty poor and so Cllr Marshall has been working on 
behalf of the Events group to identify some good quality lights that will do credit to the area from Cotton 
IŀƭƭΣ {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ DƛǊǘƻƴ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ DǊƻǳƴŘΣ IƛōōŜǊǘ-Ware Garden and Smithy Fen opposite the 
Church.  See Agenda item:  which asks Council to consider approval for these lights. 

 

Skittles at the Kingston Arms inspired by Girton 

Girton Social Club was kind enough to bring their skittles table to Girton Pavilion ŦƻǊ DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ /ƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
Celebrations.  This was not an easy task and there were concerns about the weather if the Skittles table was 
to be placed outside.  Permission was sought from Cambridgeshire & District Skittles league to allow the 
table to be brought to the Recreation Ground.  As a result of this event, the Kingston Arms now has a 
dedicated area for a skittles table and has requested to join the league. 

 

Food Trucks 

After discussions with local businesses the first Food Truck invited to Girton Recreation Ground car park 
attended on 14th October 2023 and apparently there was a queue on their arrival.  The same Food Truck 
attended on 31st October 2023 to serve residents who were out celebrating Halloween and they will return 
on November 4th 2023.   We now have Food Trucks on every Saturday evening up to 23rd December 2023 
and are hoping to get varied and regular food trucks throughout 2024.  See our 2023 Saturday night 
programme below: 

  



 

 

# Date Food Truck 

1 14/10/2023 No 35 

2 28/10/2023 Not Available 

3 31/10/2023 No 35 

4 04/11/2023 No 35 

5 11/11/2023 Wandering Yak 

6 18/11/2023 Guerilla Kitchen 

7 25/11/2023 Pimp My Fish 

8 02/12/2023 Pizza Passione 

9 09/12/2023 No 35 

10 16/12/2023 Pimp My Fish 

 

 

 

Other items to note: 

Girton Parish Council are proud to support the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal and are volunteering to 
sell poǇǇƛŜǎ ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǎōǳǊȅΩǎ 9ŘŘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ς Hope to see you there. 

Also, hope to hear from residents wishing to volunteer for Speedwatch, Hedge trimming and litter picking   



 

Sport and Recreation Committee Report   

November 2023 
 

The committee last met on Thursday 31st August 2023. 

 

As already indicated last month, there is still a lot of work to do on getting the processes and procedures in 
place for all committees but as with other committees it was agreed to look the Mission, Vision and Terms 
online with the view that we can finalise this at the next meeting so that they can be taken forward to full 
ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΦ ¸ǾƻƴƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǿƛŀ ǎƘŀǊŜǇƻƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴǇǳǘΦ 

 

Discussions with the bowls club continue as the project needs a Certificate of Lawfulness to be completed 
before moving forward. 

 

The Suppliers have been contacted and have confirmed they will hold the price of the current quotes if they 
can.   

 

A workshop is being planned for later this month to look at the project list and some of the documents being 
updated online. 

 

The above report was written by Nas Hayat. 

  



Wellbrook Way Task & Finish Group 

November 2023 
 

Significant progress has been made in procuring the Wellbrook ²ŀȅ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ DƛǊǘƻƴ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
Bowling Green as below: 

 

1. Applications have been made for Certificate of Lawfulness for both  
o Toilets 
o Clubhouse 

The cost of the Clubhouse application was £284.33 net of VAT.  There was no cost for the Toilet 
application.  There was an additional cost of £17.50 net of VAT for provision of a digital site plan of 
the Bowling Green required for the application. 

Dave Fryer and GPC Clerk have been working with SCDC Planning Officers to confirm whether the 
Certificate of Lawfulness must be in place before ordering the Toilets and Clubhouse.  The final 
email from SCDC appears to confirm that is the case. 

The estimated time to provide the Certificate of Lawfulness is 2 months from the date of 
submission.  So the expected completion date is the first week of January 2024. 

Dave Fryer confirms that installation of the Toilets and Clubhouse should be able to be completed 
by the beginning of the 2024 Bowls Season but timing will be tight. 

 

2. GPC Clerk has rung the suppliers to ask if they will keep the quotes at the same price for the 2 
months above.  The Clubhouse supplier has confirmed they will.  The Toilets supplier confirm it is a 
volatile market but they will do their best. 

 

3. It appears that the CCC Funding will not be valid for the Clubhouse due to timing.  CCC confirm that 
the grant is not applicable if money has been spent before the grant application has been 
confirmed. 
 

4. Girton Parish Council and Girton Bowls Club are to meet on Monday 6th November to agree next 
steps.  Update on this meeting will be given in Full Council on 9th November. 
 

Yvonne Murray 

03/11/2023 

 

  



Pavilion Refurbishment Working Group 

November 2023 

 
The Pavilion Refurbishment Working Group is expected to meet on 15th November 2023. 

 

The aim of the meeting will be to identify: 

 

1. NEW PROJECT: Pavilion Refurbishment 
Whether a Master Planner should be recommended to identify the scope, direction and tl quickly 
sketch out the requirements of the projects 

 

2. Asset Management: Pavilion Refurbishment 
To review the quotes put together by our Facilities Manager and GPC Clerk for tasks that need to be 
completed as quickly as possible. 

 

3. Maintenance 
To identify areas of Maintenance that need to be regularly completed. 

 

All the above will then feed into the costed budget to be presented at December Full Council. 

 

 



November 2023 ς Invoices for Authorisation/Delegated Approval 

 

Status Contact Name Invoice Number Invoice Date Gross VAT Net Description 

Draft Argenta Tree Surveys INV-0832 20/10/2023 360 60 300 Weavers Field Tree Survey

Draft Avocet 18109 31/10/2023 548.4 91.4 457 Cleaning Pavilion

Draft Binder Loams 32524 12/10/2023 739.06 104.7 634.36Ongar Loam - Bulk Bag

Draft Birketts 909003 13/10/2023 1228.8 204.8 1024 Wellbrook Way Green Spaces

Draft Brookfield Contracting Ltd 2381 31/10/2023 456 76 380 Grass Verge Cutting

Draft CAPALC Ltd 4385 27/10/2023 80 0 80 Clerk Training

Draft Fenland Leisure Products Ltd SIN055391 19/10/2023 82 13.67 68.33 Gate Spring replacement

Draft Gog Magog Mower Services 2230798 23/10/2023 226.56 37.76 188.8 Atco Mover Service

Draft MC Garden Maintenance 0169 31/10/2023 864 144 720 Grass Cutting: Recreation Ground

Draft O.S Gawthrop 31154 13/10/2023 798 133 665 Hedge Flailing: Town End Close

Draft Peter Graves Florist Ltd SI-13856 17/10/2023 1376 229.19 1146.81Winter Tubs planting

Draft Pettit Sports 3486 29/10/2023 100.44 16.74 83.7 Pitchmarker

Draft Pettit Sports 3465 29/09/2023 12 2 10 Pitchmarker

Draft Safesite Facilities Ltd 81231 11/10/2023 97.92 0 97.92 Damage to Barriers

Draft St John's College 1/29063 01/11/2023 400 0 400 St John's Field Rent

Draft Venues4hire Ltd 2986 09/10/2023 30 0 30 12 Months Suscription

Draft Wicksteed Leisure Ltd 0000823388 17/10/2023 9171.6 1528.6 7643 Play Surfaces: Wellbrook Way

Draft Payroll Nov-23 11/10/2023 4793.19 7.5 4785.69Payroll Nov 2023

Paid British Gas 812869972 03/10/2023 35.74 1.7 34.04 Gas: Bowling Green

Paid EE Ltd V02147504015 18/09/2023 12.49 2.08 10.41 Groundsman Phone

Paid EverFlow Ltd 2600452 17/10/2023 61.92 0 61.92 Water: Bowling Green

Paid EverFlow Ltd 2600451 17/10/2023 140.53 0 140.53Water: Pavilion

Paid EverFlow Ltd 2600450 17/09/2023 39.1 0 39.1 Water: Nature Reserve

Paid Microsoft E0400PFQZ2 27/10/2023 22.56 3.76 18.8 MS365 Standard

Paid Microsoft E0400PFM71 27/10/2023 116.46 19.41 97.05 MS365 Basic

Paid PortalPlanQuest Limited PP12557124v1AHE 25/10/2023 295 10.67 284.33Planning App - Bowling Green Club Room

Paid Source for Business - Nature ReserveDirect Debit 23/10/2023 8 0 8 Water: Townend Nature Reserv

Paid TerraQuest Solutions Limited TQRQMP2329812200557625/10/2023 21 3.5 17.5 Water: Bowling Green

Paid Zoom: GB373142903 INV224151127 21/10/2023 15.59 2.6 12.99 Zoom



 

GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Income Report November 2023  

 

Neighbourhood Plan     £600.00 

Food trucks      £30.00 

Football Pitches       £1,065.96 

MUGA        £297.33 

Pavilion Hall       £500.00 

Recreation Ground      £212.50 

Tennis Courts       £82.50 

Tennis Courts Membership    £1,266.00 

 

Total Turnover       £4,054.29 

  



 

Hope CIC Meeting ς 2nd November 2023 

Summary 

 
Present:   

GPC Councillors: Daniel Carney, Alison Giles, Nas Hayat 

GPC Clerk: Yvonne Murray 

Neighbourhood Plan: Andrew Muston,  

Hope CIC: Mahesh, Jess 

SCDC: Chris Riches 

 

1. Introduction ς Attendees introduced themselves. 

 

2. Mahesh provided some background on the purpose of Hope CIC and why they wished to acquire the 
land at the back of the Recreation ground.  See website:  Hope Against Poverty- Reg No.13003252 
 

3. SCDC ς Chris Riches highlighted possible funding that could help current efforts around Food Banks 
in Girton.  He would be pleased to help. 
 

4. Next Steps 
- HOPE CIC Site visit to be arranged as soon as possible. 
- HOPE CIC to bring presentation to December Full Council 
- Brief update of meeting to be taken to November Full Council  
 
 

 

 

 

https://hopeagainst.org/


 

Girton Recreation Ground ς HOPE CIC interest (See 39049647 - HM Land Registry Inspire ID) 

 

 
 



 

  

Hope CIC Community Farm Project  

Hope Against Poverty Community Interest Company (CIC) is excited to propose a new Community  

Farm project in partnership with Cambridgeshire County Council, with the support of South Cambridgeshire District 

Council. This project aims to bring communities together, create a positive impact in their lives, and provide healthy, 

locally-sourced meals to our community and find solutions for social isolation. Additionally, it will enhance the 

profitability of our Hope In a Box business, ensuring the sustainability of Hope CIC. The Community Farm will be 

established on a generously provided 4.5-acre land (under negotiations), which will serve as the foundation for a 

variety of sustainable agricultural activities. This project aligns with our commitment to poverty alleviation and 

community empowerment by fostering self-reliance and food security.  

  

1. Partnership with Cambridgeshire County Council  
We are grateful to Cambridgeshire County Council for their generous offer of land for our Community Farm project. 

This partnership reflects a shared commitment to community development and the betterment of the lives of local 

residents. The land is currently being offered for 1 year, which we are in discussions to have this secured for a longer 

term. The support of the Parish Council in our project will help us in these discussions.  

  

2. Project Objectives  

 To create a community-focused, sustainable agricultural hub.  

 To supply healthy, locally-sourced meals to the community.  

 To engage and empower community members in farm activities.  

 To enhance the financial sustainability of Hope CIC through increased profits.  

  

3. Expected Outcomes  

 Increased community cohesion and a sense of ownership.  

 Access to fresh, healthy, and affordable produce for local residents.  

 Training and skill development opportunities for community members.  

 A positive impact on the profitability of Hope In a Box (fruit and vegetable box).  

  

4. Benefits to the Community  
The Community Farm will bring several benefits to the community:  

 Access to fresh, locally-grown, and affordable produce.  

 Educational opportunities for community members on sustainable farming practices.  

 Job creation and training in agriculture.  

 A stronger sense of community and belonging.  

Community Involvement  

ǒ Meaningful Engagement: Local residents will be actively involved in the entire farming process, from planting 

to harvesting. This engagement goes beyond traditional farming; it  fosters a sense of community ownership 

and pride as individuals contribute to the development and sustenance of the farm.  



 

ǒ Skill Development and Education: Workshops and training programmes will be offered to community 

members, providing valuable skills in agriculture, fostering entrepreneurship, and enhancing employability, 

with the possibility of offering funded apprenticeships, which ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΦ  

  

Key Activities  
 Developing partnerships and exploring further opportunities for collaboration  

 Advanced educational programmes, workshops, and accredited courses  

 Community gardens and expanded ecotherapy initiatives  

 Advocacy and outreach  

 Assess and optimise operations   

  

5. Sustainability and Profit Margin Enhancement  
The Community Farm project will contribute to the sustainability of Hope CIC through several means:  

 Increased supply of locally-sourced produce for Hope In a Box, reducing procurement costs.  

 Revenue generation through the sale of surplus produce to local markets and restaurants.  

 Diversification of income sources to support other Hope CIC initiatives - Food Project in Cambourne and 

mobile food hub (Hope on the Go).   

 Implement sustainable farming practices, including permaculture, reducing environmental impact. This 

includes organic farming techniques, water conservation, and the use of renewable energy sources, setting a 

standard for responsible agriculture in the region.  

 Serve as a model for sustainable, small-scale farming in the region, demonstrating that it is not only possible 

but also economically viable. This aligns with global efforts to promote sustainable practices and combat 

climate change.  

  

6. Project Implementation   

 Establish a Hope CIC Community Farm team for oversight and management.  

 Develop a farm business plan, including crop selection and production timelines.  

 Engage the community in farm planning and encourage participation.  

 Secure necessary resources, such as seeds, equipment, and infrastructure.  

 Implement sustainable farming practices, including organic and permaculture techniques.  

 Establish marketing and distribution channels for produce.  

  

7. Resource Requirements  
To successfully implement the Community Farm project, we will require resources such as:  

 Seeds, equipment, and infrastructure (temporary) for farming.  

 Skilled farm staff and volunteers.  

 Funding for initial setup and operational costs.  

  

 Marketing and distribution resources.  Sustainable power and water.   

  

8. Timeline  
The project is expected to be implemented over the course of 5 years, with ongoing management and development 

thereafter.  

  



 

9. Monitoring and Evaluation  
Regular monitoring and evaluation will be carried out to assess the progress and impact of the project. Key 

performance indicators will include crop yield, community engagement, and financial sustainability.  

  

10. Conclusion   
The Community Farm project, established in partnership with Cambridgeshire County Council and supported by South 

Cambridgeshire District Council, represents an exciting opportunity to engage our community, provide healthy meals, 

and enhance the profitability of Hope CIC. We are committed to working collaboratively to bring this project to create 

lasting, positive change in our community. Together, we will cultivate a brighter future.  

 

  



 

Meeting ς Girton Parish Council, Girton College, Cambridgeshire County 
Council 

 

Present: 

Girton Parish Councillor: Daniel Carney 

Girton Parish Council Clerk: Yvonne Murray 

Cambridgeshire County Council: Daniel Crawshaw 

Girton College: John Gant 

 

Discussion Points 

 

1. Girton Corner/Girton Road Crossing and Junction 

 

2. Removal of 140m of Hedge along Girton Road 
 

3. Consultation around project 
 

4. See details on map on next page. 

 

 



 



 

 

Local Government Pay Award 2023/2024 

See links below: 

NJC "Green Book" Noticeboard | GMB Union 

SLCC | Local Government Pay Claim 2023/24 

 

 

  

https://www.gmb.org.uk/public-services/local-government/njc-green-book-noticeboard
https://www.slcc.co.uk/local-government-pay-claim-2023-24/


 

Committee Full Council 

Name of project Council to consider and approve spend of £2,000 for Events Committee including 
Christmas Lights 

Primary Reason for project To increase lights in Girton over the Christmas period with a goal to create a village 
focus around the Church, Cotton Hall and Girton Recreation Ground.  

Description of project Girton Parish Council have some very old Christmas Lights which have been 
consistently put up both on our Pavilion and on Cotton Hall. 

 

The decorated Halloween House showed how decorating the village can bring people 
together as a Community.  Well done to them. 

 

There is a quite a lot going on in the centre of our village with the Food Trucks at Cotton 
Hall and Girton Recreation Ground.  There always has been footfall from extensive 
sports.    There is the potential to have a switch on of lights to bring Girton together. 

 

It also should enhance the lights on the Girton Town Charity sculpture at this special 
time of year.  

 

The significant interest for the Christmas Fayre to be held at the William Collyn 
Community Centre on 16th December 2023 with Girton Parish Council supporting has 
shown the potential to bring Girton Residents and businesses together.  (See next page 
for information only). 

 

This year Girton Feast asked to borrow our lights and used them to decorate the 
marquee.  These lights could therefore become a community resource if we maintain 
them well. 

 

LED Lights will be used so that we are as Climate Friendly as possible.   

 

The lights will be put up in Cotton Hall and Girton Recreation Pavilion.  We would also 
intend to highlight Hibbert-Ware Garden and Smithy Fend. 

Capital sum requested £2,000 

Ongoing revenue (if any) per year N/A 

Ongoing costs per year Possibly small amount of maintenance on lights each year. 

What benefits 
does the project 
bring? 

Digital village N/A 

Sustainable 
community 

Yes 

Diverse & 
Inclusive 

Yes 

Heritage & 
design 

Yes  

Status of Project Recommendation to be presented at Full Council 09.11.2023.  

Other comments/information  

Clerk to committee Yvonne Murray 

Chair of committee Cllr Stuart Marshall 

Vice Chair to committee Cllr Nas Hayat 



 

 



 

Committee Full Council 

Name of project Council to approve recommended quote for installation of Fire Alarm in Girton Pavilion 

Primary Reason for project The need for an Automatic Fire Alarm system in Girton Recreation Ground Pavilion was 
identified by the Fire Assessment of the building conducted by Cromwell Fire on 6th July 
2023. 

 

 
Description of project To install automatic fire alarm system as above. 

Capital sum requested Two Quotes have been received from 

Cam Alarms 

Cambridge Alarms 

A third quote from Dent Security could not be supplied. 

Ongoing revenue (if any) per year N/A 

Ongoing costs per year To be confirmed. 

What benefits 
does the 
project bring? 

Digital village N/A 

Sustainable 
community 

Yes 

Diverse & 
Inclusive 

Yes 

Heritage & 
design 

Yes  

Status of Project Recommendation to be presented at Full Council 09.11.2023.  

Other comments/information  

Clerk to committee Yvonne Murray 

Chair of committee Cllr Nas Hayat 

Vice Chair to committee Cllr Stuart Marshall 

 

  



 

Girton Parish Council 
 

Tree Policy 

 

 
 
Document No.  

Date of Policy  

Version Number 1 

Version Status  

Approved at  

Policy effect from  

Minute Number  

Next Review Date  

Policy Review Cycle Annual 

Source of Model Policy  

 

Note: Girton Parish Council Policies are living documents and may be brought back for edit and approval of change 

by Council at any Full Council 

 

Parish Council Girton Parish Council 

Address The Pavilion, Recreation Ground, Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0FH 

Email clerk@girton-pc.gov.uk 

Telephone 01223 618619 
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Introduction  
The Village of Girton has a significant number of large mature trees and many are on land which is the responsibility 

of the Parish Council. The Council is keen to ensure that as many trees and open spaces are retained for the benefit of 

all residents.  

 

This Policy outlines the actions to be taken to ensure that this remains a priority. 

 

Responsibilities  
A principle of English Common and statute Law is that land/tree owners have a duty of care to visitors, residents, 

passers-by and indeed trespassers when on their land. 

 

The Parish Council is responsible for managing or replacing all trees on land and open space 

owned by them. The Parish Council has no jurisdiction over trees that they do not own, for example in residentsΩ 

gardens, but if appropriate will advise and request that no tree is lost if possible. 

 

The Parish Council reserve the right, as described in Common Law, to prune any branches or roots that grow over a 

boundary onto Parish Council owned land. Any such works should not be performed without notifying the tree owner 

first, as a courtesy. As anything cut from such tree remains property of the tree owner, it must be offered back to the 

tree owner. 

 

Tree Management  
All trees on Parish Council land should be included on the asset register. All trees on the asset register should be 

surveyed, at a minimum, every three years by a suitably qualified arborist. The Parish council should aim, but is not 

obliged, to follow the guidance provided in the survey. Trees should be managed in a way that promotes an ecologically 

rich environment, ensures that as much of the village is safely accessible as is possible, and does not cause damage to 

any structures regardless of owner. 

 

Unless action is needed for reasons of safety (e.g. falling branches) all pruning and felling should take place outside 

bird nesting season. If, on recommendation, a tree should be felled, plans should be made to replace the felled tree 

with at least one replacement in the next, or current, tree planting season.  

 

The Parish Council should increase the total number of trees on its land each year, where feasible. New trees should 

be of species that are appropriate for the area of planting, and should consider final size, root paths, and biodiversity. 

Default consideration should be that of a species native to the area. 

 

Planning  
Local authorities have a statutory duty to consider the protection and planting of trees when granting planning 

permission for proposed development. When assessing Planning Applications consideration should be given to the 

proposed landscaping of the site with emphasis on the appropriate planting of trees. 

 

In any instances where permission is sought for felling of a tree subject to a Tree Protection Order, the Planning 

Committee should ensure that the statutory requirement of a plan for re-planting, or detailed reason for why this is 

not appropriate, is provided and followed up on. 

Out of Scope  
The Parish Council have no obligation to carry out the following tree works: 

 



 

ω Cut back branches overhanging private property. 
ω Ψ¢ƻǇΩ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƻǊ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŘŀȅƭƛƎƘǘ ƻǊ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΦ 
ω Remove branches or trees affecting views or interfering with TV reception. 
ω Remove branches or trees to prevent falling leaves, honeydew from aphids or other minor debris. 
ω Remove roots from drains or repair root damage to structures, where the tree has not been clearly 

demonstrated to be the principal cause. 
ω Remove branches or trees to prevent potential root damage to structures. 
ω Remove branches nearly touching buildings, walls, roofs, fences etc. 
ω Remove branches or trees to prevent access to squirrels or birds. 

 

 

  



 

Recommendations for No 

Mow Summer 

 

No Mow May has recently gained a lot of momentum with many individuals and wider organisations taking part. It is 

an initiative encouraged by the charity Plantlife, but its catchy title leads to people to take on a simplistic approach ς 

not mowing in May, then cutting at the start of June ς when the reality is far more nuanced. 

Recommendation #1 ς ŀŘƻǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ Ψbƻ aƻǿ {ǳƳƳŜǊΩ 

The first recommendation we make is that any changes in cutting regime with a focus on increasing biodiversity 

ŎƻƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ Ψbƻ aƻǿ {ǳƳƳŜǊΩ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŀƳōƛƎǳƛǘȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ 

than the month of May that a change of management may occur. In order to address this, Plantlife do now support a 

Ψ[Ŝǘ ƛǘ .ƭƻƻƳ ƛƴ WǳƴŜΩ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ όōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ WǳƭȅΚύΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀǎ bƻ aƻǿ 

Summer (NMS). 

Grassland types  
There are many different types of grassland. Meadows are a specific type, rich in wildflowers, buzzing with 

pollinating insects and other invertebrates and with a specific soil biota which takes years to develop. Rough 

grasslands are often less species diverse and dominated by coarser-leaved grasses, and though not as visually 

attractive, these still provide habitat for many invertebrates, excellent shelter for small mammals and forage for 

many predatory birds. Lawns are another specific habitat with a particular suite of plants, invertebrates and fungi 

which tolerate frequent mowing. However, this community takes years to develop and will only be present in older 

lawns which have not been sprayed with chemicals. 

It is often cited that we have lost 97% of our meadows since the 1970s (though the reality is probably now more) 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǘǳǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ Ψbƻ aƻǿ aŀȅΩΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōȅ ƴƻǘ ƳƻǿƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 

gardens and road verges in the ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀŘƻǿ ƘŀōƛǘŀǘΣ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ 

develop. In order to allow this to establish and maximise biodiversity, there needs to be a long-term commitment to 

a NMS regime: 

Recommendation #2 ς adopt a long-term commitment to No Mow Summer 

 (at least 5 years, with review periods) 

  



 

Principles of grassland management for biodiversity  
Depending on the feature of conservation interest and the type of grassland management practices can vary. 

Broadly: 

¶ Meadows ς our traditional meadows developed very much under human influence and the particular suite 

of wildflowers, grasses and animals which thrive there are those which have adapted to a regime of being 

cut in mid- to late-summer (for hay) and grazed during the winter months. Thus, modern management 

needs to replicate this and the important consideration is that our meadows thrive on nutrient-poor soil ς 

fertilisers should not be used and when cut in the summer the arisings need to be raked off and removed. 

That said, some small areas are ideally left long over winter to allow late-seeding plants to drop their seeds 

and animals to hibernate, and usually the approach to this is to leave one area long over winter, on rotation. 

Other areas can be mown throughout winter (without the need to rake up) though they should be mown on 

a high setting. 

¶ Rough grassland ς this needs less intensive management as one of its key features is providing not just 

summer, but winter cover for small mammals, amphibians, reptiles and hibernating insects. A whole variety 

of invertebrates make use of this environment, including some of our butterflies such as Meadow Browns, 

Ringlets, Gatekeepers and various skippers, which hibernate on grass stems in winter and the caterpillars 

feed on the newly emerging grasses in spring. Spiders, snails, springtails, crickets, grasshoppers (the list goes 

on) all benefit from the microhabitats provided by the tall grasses, and in turn many birds and bats benefit 

from the rich buffet provided by the invertebrates. Particularly thick grassy swards are excellent cover for 

many smaller mammals such as voles and shrews. However, without any management scrub will develop in 

time and so this type of grassland needs cutting at least once every two years, perhaps on a rotational basis. 

Spring is the best time to cut this once hibernating creatures have emerged. 

¶ Lawns ς established lawns which have not been subject to chemical use can provide habitat for ground-

dwelling invertebrates (bees, wasps, spiders, worms etc.) and forage for pollinating insects. The key to 

managing these areas is to cut at a high mower setting (5-10cm) to allow lovers, daisies, dandelions, self-

heal etc. to flower. Particularly old lawns may have plants such as Common Knapweed, Sorrel, Field 

Woodrush ς all of these are present in parts of the churchyard. 

 

  



 

Grassy areas in Girton  
We can broadly place the public grassy areas of Girton into one of these three categories: road verge strips between 

road and pavement, road verges adjacent to hedges or property boundaries, larger green areas. These are taken in 

turn and discussed. 

Road verges between the pavement and road  
aŀƴȅ ƻŦ DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ ǊƻŀŘ ǾŜǊƎŜǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

understood that these are the ones which have been the subject of 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ нлноΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ŀǘ bƻ aƻǿ {ǳƳƳŜǊΦ 

These include most of the verges on the north-eastern side of 

Cambridge and Girton Road, the verge in the Thorntons, Pepys Way 

and Woodlands Park. While some of these are relatively well 

established, the reality is that many of them are made up of annual 

ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ²ŀƭƭ .ŀǊƭŜȅΣ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩǎ tǳǊǎe 

and Bindweed plus Perennial Rye-grass (a typical lawn species) and 

plants such as Common Mallow which tolerate dry soils and thrive 

with extra nutrient enrichment. They are relatively isolated (from 

other habitat) and narrow strips and thus they are of low ecological 

value ς it is unlikely that many small mammals would take shelter 

there and most of the grass species are of little use to butterfly 

caterpillars.  

 

Recommendation #3 ς manage narrow road verges 

between pavement and road as lawns 

¶ Continue to mow frequently but with a higher cutting height to allow plants to flower but maintaining a 

ΨƴŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƛŘȅΩ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ 

¶ Consideration could be given to introducing a wildflower seed mix to these areas and there are specific 

mixes available for flowering lawns. Advantage should be taken of any ground works occurring in the verges 

(e.g. fibre broadband works) where the contractors could be encouraged to sow a mix specified by the parish 

council, rather than their standard species-poor mix.  

¶ If any areas are to be unmown in summer, it should be ensured that strips are still mown around any street 

furniture such as road signs, bins, planters and benches will make the initiative look more purposeful and 

tidier 

¶ Another consideration is to plant, where appropriate, more street trees. Girton has a strong history of 

orchards and fruit trees could be planted in the verges between the pavements and road in residential 

streets. In order to limit growth, dwarf rootstock varieties could be chosen and additional interest could be 

provided by choosing local heritage varieties. This will also have the benefit of reducing streetside clutter put 

out by residents to stop vehicles driving on the verges. 

Road verges with adjacent habitat  
This includes the road verges alongside Girton College, the allotments, Duck End and Washpit Lane where there is a 

grassy strip between the pavement and hedgerow, or in some instances private gardens. These have a high 

ecological value by virtue of being part of a continuum of habitat ς small mammals, including hedgehogs, will benefit 

much more from these grassy strips than the more isolated ones which lie between the pavements and roads. 

 



 

 

Taken from Google Street View 

The vegetation in these verges tends to be quite coarse with grasses such as False Oat-ƎǊŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻŎƪΩǎ-foot and 

ƳƻǊŜ ΨǿŜŜŘȅΩ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ /ƭŜŀǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ bŜǘǘƭŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ōǳǘǘŜǊŎǳǇǎ ǘƻƻΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ƴƻǘ 

particularly visually attractive, these are often of huge benefit to small mammals, birds and many invertebrates, 

including butterflies which use the grasses during the caterpillar phase. 

Recommendation #4 ς manage road verges with adjacent habitat as rough grasslands 

¶ Leave these areas long throughout the summer months, cutting in August or September and with a spring 

cut in March. During the summer/autumn cut the arisings need to be raked off. 

¶ Each year some areas should be left uncut to remain long in the winter months. This could be a in a block, 

with different blocks left on a rotational basis, or instead a 1-2m strip could be left long adjacent to the 

hedgerow while the front area is mown. This second approach would require the back strip to be cut in 

spring in order to prevent the hedgerow from growing out onto the verge. 

¶ Consideration could be given to introducing a wildflower seed mix, perhaps with the aim to create a 

wildflower meadow habitat in the long-term. For this to be successful, the nutrient levels need to be 

reduced and this can be done over time by making sure all arisings are removed. However, many of these 

verges are under the shade of trees and receive a dose of leaf litter each autumn, so meadow creation may 

not be possible in many places. Advantage should be taken of any ground works occurring in the verges (e.g. 

fibre broadband works) where the contractors could be encouraged to sow a mix specified by the parish 

council, rather than their standard species-poor mix.  

¶ It should be ensured that strips are still mown around any street furniture such as road signs, bins, planters 

and benches to make the initiative look more purposeful and tidier. The grass may also need to be mown 

shorter at road junctions. 

¶ Management of hedgerows needs to be considered, but this will not be discussed here. 

 
Larger grassy areas  

Notwithstanding the recreation ground, there are several larger grassy areas within the village which could be left 

unmown over the summer. For example, Hibbert-Ware Garden and the adjacent grassy triangle, the churchyard, the 

end of Mayfield Road, areas within Wellbrook Way (which are believed to be already managed as long grass in 



 

summer), the grass areas at the end of Woodlands Park, Weavers Field and Church Lane. Hibbert-Ware garden is 

already under a management plan carried out by the Green Team and will not be considered further here. 

 

Mayfield Road triangle - Cutting the hay after the experiment with different management in 2021 

Each of these areas will have a very different species composition, but as a broad rule of thumb, the longer they 

have been present as a grass area, the more species diverse they will be.  The triangle at the end of Mayfield Road 

was left long in an experiment in 2021 and in total 45 species of wildflower and 14 species of grass were found and 

indicated that this has potential to be a meadow rich with wildflowers and invertebrates. Some areas within the 

churchyard have also have a number of species indicative of an old, established grass area.  It is these larger grassy 

areas which will have the most success and benefit to biodiversity by being managed as mini-meadows, but the time 

it will take for them to establish a new species balance may vary. Each should be taken separately to work with other 

stakeholders to come up with an appropriate management regime for the site. 

Recommendation #5 ς manage larger grassy areas as mini-meadows 

¶ Grass should remain uncut from March through to at least mid-July but possibly into September 

¶ The summer cut would be best done by brushcutter rather than a mower and should be cut on a low setting 

in order to remove as much organic material as possible and provide some open soil space for seeds to fall 

on and germinate. Arisings must be removed, preferably off-site (in a bid for tidiness), but possibly raked up 

and piled under hedgerows, or in shady corners. (In 2021 the Mayfield Road cuttings were piled up behind 

the lime trees). 

¶ From autumn until spring the areas could be cut as per the usual regime, but with the cutting height raised. 

Consideration should be given to leaving a small area within each of these sites uncut over winter on a 

rotation basis. 

¶ For many of these sites it is not recommended to introduce seeds as they have already developed a set of 

species which are well suited to them. Survey work may identify if any of these sites are species-poor and 

consideration to applying a seed mix could then be given. 



 

¶ It is of importance that the residents adjacent to each of these areas are consulted and understand why they 

are being managed differently. Each site has its own use by residents - some for recreation by children, some 

for quiet contemplation, and others as a visual amenity ς and these need to be take into account. 

 

Other considerations  
 

Recommendation #6 ς communication 

In order for No Mow Summer to be successful, residents of Girton need to be made aware of the new approach, its 

rationale and benefits. As well as communication via the GPN, the PC website and social media, small signs could be 

strategically placed to explain and educate about the benefits to wildlife it will bring. 

Recommendation #7 ς do not use chemicals 

A cost-ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǊƛŘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǿŜŜŘǎΩ όŀƪŀ ǿƛƭŘŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ƭƻǿ ǊŜƎŀǊŘύ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 

herbicides, often sprayed relatively indiscriminately along our roadsides. South Cambs DC has recently adopted a 

herbicide-free regime and if we are to look after our grassy areas this should continue. Even if the herbicide use is 

supposedly targeted along the kerbside, inevitably some spray will drift into the wider environment. Equally, many 

of our native wildflowers require low nutrient levels in the soil in order to thrive, so fertilisers should not be applied 

to our grassy areas. 

  



 

Summary of recommendations  
1. Use the name No Mow Summer and communicate the practice clearly to village residents through the GPN, 

social media and local signs 

2. Commit to a long-term regime for maximum ecological impact (perhaps 5 or 10 years to start, though with 

some review periods) 

3. Manage the grass strip between pavement and road as a lawn, though at a higher cutting height than 

previously. Consider planting street trees. 

4. Leave road verges adjacent to other habitat unmown in summer, but make sure arisings are removed during 

late summer cut and that some areas are left long over winter 

5. Manage the larger grassy areas as mini-meadows, but consider each separately and in consultation with 

local residents 

6. Communication is the key to the success of this project, with local residents and contractors. 

7. Do not use chemicals, including herbicides, pesticides and fertilisers, on the grassy areas. 

 

Note that the recommendations in this document are very generalised but hopefully provide a framework in which to 

a consider a more nuanced approach to No Mow Summer. However, any decisions will need to be clearly 

communicated to the contractors through use of timescales and maps. Further advice can be sought from the LNRP 

Management Group. 
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1   Limitations   

1.1   Trees   

1.1.1   The tree survey has been undertaken from  adjoining land .   

1.2   Tree Law   

1.2.1   None of the trees are covered by Tree Preservation Order, and the site is not located  

within a Conservation Area.   

1.3   Wildlife   

1.3.1   Before carrying out tree works, it is necessary to observ e laws in respect of protected  

species and habitats. Various habitats and species of  animal in the UK are protected  

by the following  Statutory Instruments :   

Å   Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981(as amended)   

Å   Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NE RC Act)   

Å   Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended)   

Å   Protection of Badgers Act 1992   

Å   The Hedgerows Regulations 1997   

Å   Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000   

All tree work operations must comply with The Wildli fe and Countryside Act 1981  as  

amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act   2000 , which provide statutory  

protection to birds, bats and other species, all of which could inhabit trees. Where  

works may constitute an offence, advice will be  re qu ired from a suitably qualified  

person   before works are able to proceed. For e xample, it may be necessary to  

programme tree work outside of the bird nesting peri od, typically March through to  

August inclusive.   

1.4   Non - disclosure Notice   

1.4.1   The content and layout of this report are owned by the  author.   This report may not be  

copied or used without the author's agreement  for any purpose other than the  purpose  

indicated in this report.   



Page 2  

  

Land adjacent 35 Weavers Field   
Girton   
Cambridge   
CB3 0XB   
ATS0589   

1.5   Third Party Disclaimer   

1.5.1   The report was prepared by the author at the instruct ion of and for the use by   Girton  

Parish Counc il . The author provides   this advice without prejudice and  bases his  

opinions on knowledge, experience, qualifi cations and published research  and cannot  

be held responsible for the consequences o f a difference of opinion held  by third  

parties, for  example the Local Planning Author ity or Planning Inspector. The  author  

does not accept liability for any loss or damag e arising from reliance on the  content of  

this report .   

1.6   Status   

1.6.1   This  report considers  whether tree s   are   through root action,   a  threat to  str uctural  

damage to the fabric of   a   house   and garden wall .   

1.6.2   This document does not   address matters of  tree health and safety.   
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2   Brief   

2.1   This repor t was request ed by  the client,   Girton Parish Council   on  30 th   September   

20 23 .   T he tree inspection and site meeting   w ere carried out on  16 th   October 2023 . I  

am instructed  to   express an opinion on the potential influence tha t   tree s   may   hav e  

upon  a private   house   and wall in third party ownership,  and to make arboricultural  

recommendations   with a view to  prevent  future   structural movement   by clay shrinkage  

( indirect damage) or physical pressure of roots (direct damage ) .   

2.2   Th e house o r   wall does not   currently   appear to be  affected by trees or their roots.   
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3   Summary of findings and recommendations   

3.1   Sycamore tree T1  is dying and should be removed .   

3.2   Hawthorn tree T 2  is within influencing distance of the property. Hawthorn is a high  

water demander.   This small  tree should be removed as a precaution ary measure .   

3.3   Hawthorn tree T3  is within influencing distance of the property. Hawthorn is a high  

water demander.   Th is small tree should be removed as a precautionary measure.   

3.4   Field Maple tree T4  is w ithin influencing distance of the property , but would be unlikely  

to cause any problems with the house if its  dimensions are managed at a smaller size .  

Maple   is a  mo derate   water demander.   This tree should be reduced in overall size and  

maintained as such on a cy clical basis , such as once every 4 years.   

3.5   Pear tree T5  is within influencing distance of the property, but wou ld be unlikely to  

cause any problems with the house   at any point . Pear is a moderate water demander.   

No action is required.   

3.6   Field Maple tree T6  is within influencing distance of the property, but would be unlikely  

to cause any problems with the house if its dimensions are manage d at a smaller size.  

Maple is a moderate water demander.   This tree should be reduced in overall size and  

maintained as such on a cyclical basis, such as once every 4 years.   

3.7   LandIS  database lists the soil   as   freely draining lime - rich loamy soil . The resident of  

35  Weavers Field has stated  that the soil is a mixture of sand and clay.  This could be  

the case as the LandIS map shows a large area of clay  soil just to the west and the  

east. Soil maps are  just a guide, and do not always accurately reflect the soil in a very  

specific location.   

3.8   Clay   soils shrink and expand depending on their moisture con tent.   Trees  exert an  

influence in soil moisture content   during their growing season , removing wa ter from  

the soil  causing it to  shrink . At times of low rainfall, the soil cannot recover to  

equilib rium. As the trees grow larger they have a greater  demand for water , which  

leads to a persisten t  soil  moisture def icit, which may or may not  recover during the  
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winter. This results in foundations being inadequately supported , unless they have  

been specifically designed to withstand the influence of trees.   

Å   Table:   Tree water demand table from NHBC Chapter 4.2   
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Å   Below: LandIS soil map for CB3 0XB . Site area within red oval   

  

Å   B elow:   Tree location plan (not to scale)   
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Å   Below:   The tree s  viewed from the west . 35 Weavers Field on left   
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4   Tree survey methodology   

4.1   The tree ha s   been assessed   at ground level, using no ancillary equipment   in  

accordance with the principles of Visual Tree Assessment (VTA)  C. Mattheck, K,  

Bethge, K, Weber   (1994) .   
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6   Normative references   

6.1   The following document s are   indispensable in the application of the recommendations  

in this report:   

Å   R.G. Strouts, T.G. Winter (1994). Diagnosis of Ill - Health in Trees. DoE   

Å   D. Lonsdale (1999). Principles of Tree Hazard Assessment and Management.  

ODPM   

Å   C. Mattheck, K. Bethge, K. Weber  (1994) . The Body Language of Trees. DoE   

Å   C. Mattheck (2007). Updated Field Guide for Visual Tree Assessment.  

Forschungszentrum Karlsruhe GmBH   

Å   F.W.M.R. Schwarze, J. Engels, C. Mattheck (1999).  Fungal Strategies of  

Wood Decay in Trees. Springer   

Å   National House   Building Council  ï   Chapter 4.2 Building Near Trees   

Å   P.G. Biddle  -   Tree Root Damage to Buildings. Willowmead. 1998. Acorn Press   

Å   Common Sense Risk Management of Trees (2011). National Tree Safety  

Group / Forestry Commission   

Å   Controlling Water Use of Trees to  Alleviate Subsistence  Risk. BRE on behalf  

of the LINK Consortium   for Horticulture LINK Project No. 212   ( Final Report  

2004)   

Å   Tree Surveys: A Guide to Good Practice  ï   Guidance Note 7 (2015). The  

Arboricultural Association   

Å   British Standard BS3998: 2010  Tree Work  ï   Recommendations. BSI   
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Tree Work to consider at Girton Recreation Ground 

 

Many thanks for inviting me to comment on the problems I am encountering from the trees in the park, on 
my border. 
 
a) I have lived here for 25 years and in all that time the trees have never been tended, lopped or in any way 
cared for. Common sense will tell you that the trees have grown enormously in that time, not only height 
wise but also branch reach size. 
 
b) The Oak tree, especially, is now so far grown over my bungalow that there is a real danger of tiles being 
lifted, large branches coming down on my roof and the branches are now so intertangled with the 
telephone wires, both yours and mine, that there is a likelihood of the branches bringing down the wires. 
 
c) After every high wind and storm my garden is deposited with twigs/branches etc. 
 
I assumed that our council, although not actually responsible, worked for the good of the people they 
represent. This is causing me great anxiety and would be grateful for the council's help, not apathy. 
 
I very much look forward to speedy reply and thank you for your help and assistance in this matter. 
 
See pictures of the Recreation Ground trees in question  on next page.



 

Girton Recreation Ground ς Tree Issues 
 

 
 



 

Council to review and approve current version of all Committee and Working Group 3-
year plans ahead of 2024/2025 precept setting  

(LNRP 10-year Plan) 
 

 

Council has spent a lot of time over the last month identifying and reviewing the items to be included in 
our 3-year plans. 

 

Please note the separate documents provided by Local Nature Recovery Plan group for this section. 

 

The Book of Work for Girton Parish Council to review will be presented in Full Council on 8th November 
2023.    This was not a quick or easy list to review and the goal is that every task, every Committee 
decision and/or action raised in our Committees or Full Council will be added to this list and prioritised as 
soon as the initiative is raised for Council consideration.  We have looked at tasks from 28th September 
2021 when the present Clerk took the role.   

 

The purpose of including Completed tasks is to give Council a baseline as to the amount of work that 
Council has completed over the past years and data to feed into our budget forecast and future precepts. 

 

It will take a while to reach the final document but significant progress has been made. 

 

Prioritisation of Girton Parish Council has been carried out using the following methodology? 

 

FIRST PASS AT PRIORITISATION OF GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL TASKS 

 

Aim: The purpose of including Completed tasks is to give Council a baseline as to the amount of work 
that Council has completed over the past years and data to feed into our budget forecast and future 
precepts.  Each Councillor has been asked to do this exercise separately. 

 

1. Rate Tasks/Actions as: 
- Must Have 
- Should Have 
- Could Have 
- ²ƻƴΩǘ IŀǾŜ 
- 5ƻƴΩǘ Yƴƻǿ 

 

2. Identify perceived value of the task where 1 is low and 5 is high. 

 

3. Identify perceived capacity of the team to complete required tasks, each Councillor has been asked 
to rate the effort they perceive the task to take. 

 

Note: At this stage we have not included the cost of the tasks so council can rate the tasks/actions 
without having to consider cost at this stage. 

 

4. GPC Clerk to remove duplicates and assign Score to GPC Book of Work/Three-year plan. 
5.  Council to approve Book of Work List considering scores from above exercise. 



 

 

SECOND PASS AT PRIORITISATION OF GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL TASKS 

 

1. GPC Clerk to add Financial information to be added to the Book of work so we can identify the 
budget required for all projects.   

 

2. Re-priortise the list with Financial Information in place. 
 

3. Council to approve list at this point. 
 

ADDITIONAL WORK: Prepare Business Plans are in place for all projects where required 

NEW PROCESS: All new tasks/actions to be prioritised on initiation by Council. 

 

Additional Feedback from First Pass of Exercise 

¶ Identification and removal of duplicate items. 

¶ Ensure that recurring tasks are clearly marked. 

¶ Consider which tasks can be approved for delegation to Staff Team. 

¶ Use the Value and Effort to look at effort versus return for all task. 

¶ Identify tasks that benefit all of Girton and those that bring more localised value. 

¶ Look at areas where GPC can work more quickly to deliver. 

¶ Look at areas which GPC are not supporting well. 

¶ How much time it takes to review tasks when it is not done as part of our operational process 

¶ How difficult it is to quantify effort involved in tasks. 

¶ Where Councillors different focusses lie. 

¶ Where Third Parthy Expertise may be needed 

¶ The importance of engaging and sharing information Girton/Eddington Community. 

¶ The difference Community Engagement makes to both short-term initiatives for Girton and longer-
term planning for our village. 

 

Note: In both October and November Full Council there has been an Agenda Item to approve a survey to 
ask Girton residents to bring their feedback to the precept setting process.  If approved this survey will 
soon to be available on Social Media, Girton Village Community Website and Girton Parish News. 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


