
GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk:  Mrs. Yvonne Murray The Pavilion  

Telephone (01223) 618619 Girton Recreation Ground 

Email: Clerk@girton-pc.gov.uk Cambridge Road, Girton 

Website: https://www.girton -cambs.org.uk Cambridge, CB3 0FH 

 

NOTICE of MEETING:   GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING   FULL COUNCIL 

DATE & TIME:   Wednesday 9th October 2024 at 7pm 

VENUE:    Girton Recreation Ground, Cambridge Road Girton 

 

All Members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purposes of resolving Council Business 
to be transacted at the meeting, as set out below. Members of the public and press are invited to address 
the Council under the Public Participation item. Advance notice of questions and/or issues would be 
appreciated. 
 

Members:  12 Vacancies: 3  Quorum:  5 
 

Members:  Cllr Carney (Chair), Cllr Muston (Vice-Chair), Cllr Bajpai, Cllr Brown, Cllr Clare, Cllr Crawley, Cllr Hayat, Cllr 

Lampe, Cllr Linton, Cllr Marshall, Cllr Reeves, Cllr Wright. 

 

Mrs. Yvonne Murray ς Clerk to Girton Parish Council  

8th November 2024 

 

AGENDA 
Agenda 

Item 
Item Description Action/ 

Power 

24FC/104 Welcome from the Chair   

24FC/105 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Absence For Decision 

24FC/106 ¢ƻ wŜŎŜƛǾŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ Declarations of Interest and Dispensations To Note 

24FC/107 Public Participation 

To allow a total of 15 minutes for any members of the public to address the meeting in 
relation to any matter on the agenda. Individual presentations to be limited to 5 
minutes on any single issue 

15 Mins 

24FC/108 To Receive Reports (for information only) 10 Mins 

24FC/108.1 County Councillor  

24FC/108.2 District Councillors   

24FC/108.3 Girton Town Charity (No Report this month)  

24FC/108.4 Girton Neighbourhood Plan  

24FC/108.5 /ƭŜǊƪΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  

24FC/108.6 /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ  

24FC/109 To Approve Minutes of Girton Parish Council Full Council Meetings:  9th October 2024   For Decision 

24FC/110 Matters arising from Previous Meetings (for information only) To Note 

24FC/110.1 Action List   

24FC/110.2 Any other Matters arising ς A chance to raise any comments/concerns on 
previous agenda items 

 

24FC/111 To Receive update from GPC Committees & Working Groups (For information only) To Note 

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/


Agenda 
Item 

Item Description Action/ 

Power 

24FC/ 111.1 Environment Committee   

24FC/ 111.2 Local Nature Recovery Working Group  

24FC/ 111.3 Footpath hŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ   

24FC/ 111.4 Water Management Report  

24FC/ 111.5 Finance & Resource Management Committee   

24FC/ 111.6 HR Committee (to include CAPALC Report)  

24FC/ 111.7 Planning Committee   

24FC/ 111.8 Sport & Recreation Committee   

24FC/ 111.9 Events Working Group  

24FC/ 111.10 Wellbrook Way Facilities Task & Finish Group  

24FC/ 111.11 Pavilion Refurbishment Task & Finish Group  

24FC/ 112 To Approve Finance and Resource Management For Decision 

24FC/ 112.1 To note payment of accounts under delegated approval To Note 

24FC/ 112.2 To Approve payment of outstanding accounts due For Decision 

24FC/ 112.3 To Receive a report from Facilities Manager on Amounts paid in  To Note 

24FC/ 113 Business items requiring a decision, or consideration by the Council  For Decision 

24FC/113.1 Council to consider and agree response to letter from Histon & Impington Green 
Spaces 

For Decision 

24FC/113.2 Council to note challenges with Parking and Traffic in Girton raised by residents 
and agree next steps 

For Decision 

24FC.113.3 Council to consider and approve letter drop and possible door knock to gather 
Community Feedback for current Local Highways Initiative Scheme. 

For Decision 

24FC/113.4 Council to note ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ tƭŀƴ 

See DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ tƭŀƴ нлнп ς Girton Village 

To Note 

24FC/113.5 Council to consider and approve two additional meetings on 27th November & 
мм 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ .ǳŘƎŜǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ tƭŀƴ 

For Decision 

24FC/ 113.6 Council to consider and approve work on Wellbrook Way balancing pond/s. 

 

The Wildlife Trust are facilitating the government District Level Licensing Scheme 
for Great Crested Newts. This is basically an offset scheme so that when ponds 
are lost through development they are created or restored elsewhere. In short, 
it means the Wellbrook Way ponds can be restored fully funded, including 25 
years of aftercare. The money will not pay for works other than the ponds though 
(e.g. bramble clearance, fences, benches etc.). 

 

The above work including aftercare would be carried out at no cost to Girton 
Parish Council. 

 

Here is a short film made by Natural England explaining a bit about the District 
Level Licensing Pond Scheme. 

District Level Licensing for great crested newts ς our story - YouTube 

For Decision 

24FC/113.7 Council to consider and approve work on Wellbrook Way Green spaces 
surrounding the balancing pond/s. 

For Decision 

24FC/ 113.8 Council to consider and approve next stage of work on Trim Trail. For Decision 

24FC/113.9 Council to consider and approve purchase of Topsy Bins and bins requested by 
Girton Bowls Club for the Bowling Green 

For Decision 

24FC/113.10 Council to consider and approve increasing Parish Ranger Hours by 10 hours per 
month 

For Decision 

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/2024/11/12/girtons-great-plan-2024/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNc8_OJKiLw


Agenda 
Item 

Item Description Action/ 

Power 

24FC/113.11 Council to consider and approve amount of money to redecoration of Parish 
Office to allow it to be used more productively 

To Note 

24FC/113.12 Council to consider and approve appointment of legal advice for Girton Parish 
Council for Heads of Terms to be submitted by UK Power Networks for 
underground cables to be placed on 10-Acre Field 

For Decision 

24FC/113.13 Council to consider and approve purchase of 4 x Online Planning Training Videos For Decision 

24FC/113.14 Council to consider and approve £50.00 to take part in the two-day Seasonal 
Fayre at the George and the William Collyn Christmas Fayre 

For Decision 

24FC/113.15 Council to note pay award granted by Local Government Association/NALC for 
staff members 

For Decision 

24FC/113.16 Councillors & Staff are invited to volunteer to take part in serving Christmas meal 
to Club 55 members on December 13th as requested by Sam Clift.  Wearing of 
tƛƴƴȅΩǎ ƛǎ a key requirement. 

For Decision 

24FC/113.17 Councillors to consider & approve change to Cotton Hall constitution. For Decision 

24FC/ 114 To Approve Communication of items from this Agenda   

This item is designed to ensure that Council can approve key items of communication 
from this meeting on Council Website, Facebook, and X (formerly known as Twitter). 

For Decision 

24FC/ 115 Date of next meeting(s): To be confirmed To Note 

 

  



Cllr Edna Murphy  

M O N T H L Y R E P O R T N O V E M B E R 20 2 4  

FULL COUNCIL  
Motions agreed   
The council debated four motions proposed by councillors, and agreed them all unanimously.  

One motion sought to influence planning processes in cases where schemes are delivered over many years yet 

planning designs and decisions are not able to be changed to accommodate new situations. Members identified 

many examples where anachronistic planning requirements undermined designs for cycle paths and other amenities 

which were wanted but thwarted by the current system that did not allow flexibility.  

One was a call for fairer police funding and awareness of domestic abuse. Cambridgeshire is the fourth lowest funded 
police force in the country, and local taxpayers fund around half of /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ policing budget. The picture is 
similar for all public services ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ΨƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ experiencing faster population growth than 
anticipated by the national funding formula. The Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue service for example is the second 
lowest funded fire service in the country. While still managing to be effective it is hugely challenging to do so.  

Another was put forward about the safety risks from lithium-ion batteries in items such as e-bikes and e-scooters, for 
householders and for waste collection and disposal crews. It endorses the work being done by Lord Foster and the 
charity Electrical Safety First to seek to ensure third party independent approval testing for these items entering the 
UK market, regulations for safe disposal of used lithiumion batteries, and controls to address specific fire concerns 
such as charging points. I endorsed the motion on behalf of the Fire Authority, which has done a great deal in terms 
of lobbying (as the fundamental issue is the need for legislation and regulation in this area) as well as education (in 
schools, encouraging safe disposal of batteries).   

I proposed a motion to conduct a proper review of the aftermath of National IƛƎƘǿŀȅǎΩ project on the A14 so that 

issues are clear and can be fully documented, and calling for National Highways to be more responsive and to begin 

to work to resolve outstanding matters. Many of the problems were to do with poor construction and delivery of 

defective infrastructure ς for example the sinking A14 overbridge, and various parts of the A1307 where the road is 

not in a good enough condition for the county to adopt it without further work, and much more. Other the 

outstanding matters currently identified are:   

Å Problems were left behind with no solution eg local roads in S Cambs were left in poor condition due to 

damage from the construction work itself but without a long term plan for proper maintenance, the 

landlocked derelict buildings in Bar Hill will remain in situ unless there is some sort of intervention  

Å Girton residents were left with excessive motorway noise which residents raised and reported on properly 

but which has been consistently ignored by National Highways  

Å Promises which were reneged upon eg a dozen villages including Dry Drayton were told they would have 

cyclepaths but the promise was dropped during the project lifetime with no explanation  

Å There were numerous other problems. For example in Girton PROW were lost and not compensated for, and 

noise levels from the new road ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘƛƎƘ ōǳǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ have been dismissed. In Histon a 

pedestrian crossing which was lost and an active travel design for a roundabout which needs to be re-done. 

There are problems all over the projectΩǎ area of operation.   

Å A major issue is that there was supposed to be biodiversity net gain but not only has this  

promise been abandoned, it seems it was never intended in the first place. Much was made initially of the 

ǎŎƘŜƳŜΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƴŜǘ ƎŀƛƴΣ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ услƪ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ a significant part. But many 

trees have died, it is not clear their revised tree strategy is working, and there is no evidence made public on 

the biodiversity impact. Residents need to have the full facts on this.  

The intention is that the County council will be proactive in engaging national bodies ς National Highways, 

the Minister and MPs ς to start to get more information and support, to start to address these issues. The council 

also needed to capture all examples of problematic legacy issues, and try to consider whether there was any way in 

which these problems could be avoided in future.  Other business  



The council also agreed to:  

Å Apply to Government for a Transport & Works Act Order to progress the Cambridge South East Transport 
project for a busway between a new travel hub near the A1307 / A11 and the Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus, connecting with Granta Park, and the villages in between. The law requires the support of a 
majority of the whole council to proceed, regardless of how many are present, so a minimum of 31 votes; 
the proposal passed with 33 votes in favour and fifteen against.  

Å Establish a new Shareholder Sub-Committee of the ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Assets & Procurement Committee, to improve 
governance and accountability where the council is a shareholder with a significant holding.  

  

STRATEGY, POLICY & RESOURCES  
Quality of Life Survey  
Most Cambridgeshire residents continue to feel happy and safe in the county, well connected to their local 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ place to raise children, according to the County /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ second annual Quality 
of Life survey.  

However, cost of living remains the issue of most concern, with almost half of residents using less heating, and a 

quarter cutting back on nutritious food in the past twelve months.  

The survey was commissioned from national independent market research agency Think Insights. This year the 
council carried out this work in partnership with Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority, South 
Cambridgeshire District Council, and Cambridge Ahead. 5,500 residents took part in the surveyτ1,100 in each of 
/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ǾƛŜǿ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ county.  

In addition to the survey, this year the council engaged with some specific groups including those with lived experience 
of homelessness, the criminal justice system and drug or alcohol dependency as well as those under the age of 18. A 
general online public survey allowed any resident to take part.  

The council will use the survey to increase its understanding of what is important to local residents and to inform 

council decisions. In numbers:  

Å 72% of residents have high or very high levels of happiness. The average happiness score was  

7.21, higher than the national average 7.0.  

Å Residents continue to feel positively about their local community; 85% feel safe and 75% feel they belong.  

Å Fewer residents report struggling with mental health this year (37% down to 29%) and a lower proportion 

report issues with physical health (40% down to 31%).  

Å Significant numbers of young people (43% of 25ς34-year-olds and 40% of 18ς24-year-olds) continue to be 

more likely to report mental health struggles.  

Å The proportion of residents reporting that they often feel lonely remains higher than national data, at 31% 

of residents.  

Å Younger residents are again more likely to report loneliness (53% of 18-24 year olds).  

Å Cost of living remains ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ highest concern, with 87% of residents concerned this year.  

The budget  
¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘǎ ŀƴ overspend of £9.6M for the current financial yearτǘƘŀǘΩǎ н% of its 

ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƎŀǇ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ όнлнрκнсύ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ £23.5M to more than 

£39M, largely due to a combination of increasing demand for services, inflationary pressures, and uncertainty over 

future funding from Government.  

hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ тл% in real terms. Combined with 

more steep rises in inflation and a surge in demand for services supporting some of our most vulnerable residents, 

this has added further cost pressures to the council.  

  



BE WINTER WISE  
Be Winter Wise returns for the winter season, helping Cambridgeshire residents keep warm, safe and healthy 

throughout the colder months.  

The focus of the campaign is on preventing winter illnesses, coping with the cost of living, and staying safe during 
the winter weather. It will provide practical help and guidance with the issues that face so many people at this time 
of year.  

The Cambridgeshire County Council led campaign will have advice on:  

Å Help with the cost of living such as warm hubs and Pension Credit  

Å Ways to protect your health, including vaccinations  

Å Tips on how to heat your home efficiently  

Å Where to find free physical activities for all the family  

Å Advice on preparing for extreme weather, such as freezing and flooding  

Å Winter gritting schedules and staying safe on our roads  

Supermarket vouchers will once again be available for children eligible for free school meals during the school 

holidays, and the council will be signposting to partner organisations who provide essential winter support. Social 

media posts will feature campaign motif Olly the Owl.  

  

ADULTS & HEALTH  
Health scrutiny  
¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ !Řǳƭǘǎ ϧ IŜŀƭǘƘ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŘǊǳƎ ŀƴŘ alcohol 

treatment and wellness checks to vaccinationsτ but it also scrutinises NHS health care.  

The Rosie  
At their recent meeting, the committee received a report on maternity services at the Rosie in  

/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǊŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ό/v/ύ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ΨŘƻƳŀƛƴǎΩ (Safe and Well Led) at the  

Rosie in May 2023. Safe care was rated as ΨwŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩΣ with Well Led receiving ΨDƻƻŘΩΦ The CQC issued 

one ΨƳǳǎǘ ŘƻΩ and ΨмоΩ should do actions.  

The report covered developments in training, staffing, wait ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /v/Ωǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ that ΨaŀǘŜǊƴƛǘȅ staff felt 

respected, but did not always feel supported ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŜŘΩΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǳǎŜǊ feedback was 

encouraged and used to influence improvement, and how the Rosie benefits from and shares learning.  

Hinchingbrooke redevelopment  
The committee also heard an update on plans to provide a new hospital on the existing  

Hinchingbrooke Hospital site by 2030. Work has begun to develop an outline business case and the programme 

currently remains on track to open the new hospital in late autumn 2030.  

  

ASSETS & PROCUREMENT  
The ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ Assets and Procurement Committee has voted to close five county council offices and invest in other 

council office accommodation.  

The plans will generate capital savings of nearly £11M over the next two years, with much of that reinvested in 

council buildings including community facilities. This decision will help continue to shrink the council's carbon 

footprint, and deliver around £2M in annual savings.  

These closures are the first phase in ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ !ŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƻƴ Improvement Programme. This project has 

reviewed under-used council offices throughout the county where the average occupancy is less than 25% across the 

working weekτǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Wƻƛƴǘ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ  



  

COMMUNITIES, SOCIAL MOBILITY & INCLUSION  
Poverty Strategy Commission  
A new commission involving organisations from across Cambridgeshire has been launched to tackle poverty in the 

county.  

The Cambridgeshire Poverty Strategy Commission will work independently to make recommendations to partners 

across the county who are supporting people currently in, or at risk of, poverty.  

Å A group of eleven independent commissioners with extensive professional experience supporting residents 

will:  

Å look at data and evidence relating to poverty in Cambridgeshire and how the system currently responds to 

this  

Å hear from residents who have personally experienced poverty  

Å produce a series of recommendations for local organisations to consider as an approach to recognising and 

tackling poverty.  

The commission will meet regularly and determine what it will focus on within the timescales. It will deliver a 
report in early 2025 which will include a review of the evidence submitted and a set of recommendations.  

Pension Credit  
A campaign has been launched to make sure everyone who is eligible for Pension Credit in Cambridgeshire is 

claiming it.  

Pension Credit is extra money to help with living costs for those over State Pension age and on a low income. It could 

mean an extra £186 per month for the average household.  

In Cambridgeshire as many as one in three people who are eligible for Pension Credit may not be claiming it. 

Cambridgeshire County Council is appealing to everyone who may be eligible to check.  

Claiming Pension Credit can also unlock other benefits, such as the Winter Fuel Payment, a free TV licence for those 

aged over 75, help with NHS dental treatment, glasses and hospital transport costs and other benefits depending on 

circumstances.  

Pensioners can get a Winter Fuel Payment this year if they are entitled to Pension Credit at any point between 16 

and 22 September 2024.  

To be eligible for Pension Credit, you must:  

Å live in the UK  

Å be over State Pension age  

Å have a weekly income below £218.15 if you're single, or £332.95 if ȅƻǳΩǊŜ part of a couple.  

The county council has set up a dedicated webpage with advice, guidance, and links to Government websites where 

people can check if they are eligible and apply for Pension Credit https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/pension-credit  

  

ENVIRONMENT & GREEN INVESTMENT  
East West Rail consultation  
East West Rail (EWR) have announced that their Non-Statutory Consultation will begin on 14 November 2024, closing 
on 24 January 2025. More information, including details of consultation events, can be found at 
https://eastwestrail.co.uk/consultation2024  

  

LOCAL NEWS  

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/pension-credit
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/pension-credit
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/pension-credit
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/pension-credit


Surveys  
We are hoping to encourage as many residents as possible to complete our ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ currently live 

throughout Bar Hill Division, which will provide us with valuable information about issues and concerns on a wide 

range ƻŦ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ƭƛƴŜ ƛŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

complete it:   

www.sclibdems.org.uk / surveys / bar-hill  

Wands on Huntingdon Road  
They are now in place and showing up very well especially when dark. There is work ongoing to consider the options 

for the other side of the road. There have been concerns expressed about that as well but the road geography was 

not as adverse as the southbound side, however the cycling team is looking into what can be done. The cycling space 

is a little tight but it was a close run thing with the available space on the road to make it work and this was the best 

that could be done.  

Crossing on Girton Road  

The planned delivery of the work is January 2025 and there are no problems with this reported.   

Resurfacing High Street pavements  
As everyone knows the pavements are in very serious condition. The plan is to remediate the hazard with a 

temporary fix in the short term in parallel with ensuring the full resurfacing the pavements gains a place on the 

capital programme for larger projects. The latter is being developed now and provides an opportunity for Parish 

engagement. This is a new initiative involving gathering all major projects transparently together, evaluating them 

against objective factors, being transparent with residents about what is planned, and developing a 5 year rolling 

programme of work which is reviewed and updated every year through this cyclical process. There are 

communications directly from the county to parishes to help facilitate the process.   

Needless to say introducing such a major change for planning major works ς away from a chaotic system we 

inherited in 2021 where it was impossible to ensure a rational allocation of resources for highways, or indeed to rule 

out factors such as undue influence or even corruption ς and towards a more evidence-based system, requires 

significant changes in data, systems, people and processes and will take time to get right. It is not helped that the 

major contract for engineering works (we inherited a system whereby the County outsources almost all of its 

highways maintenance) was audited recently and found to be defective in ways that had to be addressed. The 

subsequent fixes to the process have significantly increased the administrative burden on staff who are finding it 

difficult to get orders through the system, to everyoneΩs frustration. The contract is not one that can be ditched or 

easily changed without incurring even more cost and risk, so while it is a very challenging issue that we have had to 

grapple with, there does seem to be a way forward and changes are expected within the normal term of review for 

the contract.   

Dangerous / inconsiderate parking near Huntingdon Road  
There have been many reports of inconsiderate and dangerous parking within the Thornton Road and St Margarets 

Road areas. I have reported it to the Parking Control team within the County which responds to requests for civil 

parking enforcement. They say they have allocated patrols where there are double yellow line restrictions (which are 

limited just now) but where there is dangerous and obstructive parking it is appropriate to call police (via 101) as this 

would be outside of civil parking enforcement and a police matter. I have reported the incidents to the police and 

await their response.  

  

  

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with me on: edna.murphy@hotmail.co.uk   

  

Cllr Edna Murphy  County Councillor for the Bar Hill division  

http://www.sclibdems.org.uk/
http://www.sclibdems.org.uk/


District Councillors ôReport for Girton Parish Council,  November 2024 

Cllr Corinne Garvie  07780 932267, cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk  

Cllr Richard Stobart  07950 934793, cllr.stobart@scambs.gov.uk   
 

Grant For a Girton Company 

On 15th October under the title ñMore than Ã360,000 in grants to boost rural life in South Cambridgeshireò. 

SCDC announced that Jackôs Gelato would receive a grant of Ã40k towards the cost of a specialised waffle cone 

making machine.  This is excellent news for a company that will manufacture its products at Manor Farm in 

Girton.   You can check the BBCôs coverage of the story at: https://tinyurl.com/4bjaecnu  
Connect and collaborate at a free business workspace in South Cambridgeshire! 

Regional businesses, entrepreneurs, community groups and charities are being invited to Cambourne to try a new 
collaborative working space - free of charge until the new year! 

South Cambridgeshire District Council (SCDC) has redesigned its head office ground floor with a vibrant, collaborative 
workspace for use by business professionals.  

The area, called South Cambs Connect, has comfortable workstations, high-speed Wi-Fi, meeting pods and 
bookable meeting rooms which offer a productive spot to work, a meeting venue, and a chance to network with 
other local professionals. Read more about our facilities and how to book. For more details 
email: southcambsconnect@scambs.gov.uk 

Local Climate Action Conference encourages everyone to do their bit to tackle climate change   

Creating a cleaner district for South Cambridgeshire residents is on the agenda at a climate conference in 
Cambourne celebrating net zero action locally.  

SCDC is holding its second Local Climate Action Conference in November to tie in with the global COP29 event ς 12 
days of worldwide talks to determine ambition and responsibilities in addressing climate issues.  The local event is 
being held on Tuesday 19 November from 11-3 at The Hub in High Street, Cambourne. Booking is now closed for the 
ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜΦ   ²Ŝ 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ - ōǳǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀǎƪ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀƭŦΦ  

In spite of the conference being fully booked, anyone  can walk in and enjoy the Local Climate Action Fair on Tuesday 
19 November from 5:30pm to 8pm at the Hub in Cambourne. All ages are welcome at this casual, marketplace style 
event: 

Å Meet local eco groups and charities (including The Wildlife Trust, Cambridge Carbon Footprint, Recycling 

Champions and Cambourne Menôs Shed!) 

Å Young people will share their schoolôs work to meet the climate challenge (Cambourne and Comberton Village 

College) 

Å Arts, crafts and activities 

Å Local vendors and food truck (Taste of Cambridge, Dancing Barefoot) 

Come along and explore whatΩs happening in the district to tackle climate change and to protect and enhance 
nature. If you can help promote the Fair,  please get in touch at ZCC@scambs.gov.uk and colleagues will be able to 
share promotional materials such as the poster attached. 

Quality of life survey: South Cambridgeshire summary 

You may have picked-up in the news that Cambridgeshire County Council last week reported on the high-level 

findings of their latest quality of life survey. This year, the County Council carried out this survey in partnership 

with SCDC, the Combined Authority and Cambridge Ahead. The initial results for our district are very positive. 

South Cambridgeshire reports most positively about happiness, and personal health. South Cambs also reports less 

change in behaviour due to cost-of-living; residents are less concerned about cost-of-living, climate change, and 

investment and jobs than elsewhere in the County. There is a lot to digest and a more detailed report for our area 

to follow. But for now, the County Council have provided us with the following summary of results for South 

Cambridgeshire: 

 
Å 86% of respondents are happy (Cambridgeshire average 82%) 
Å 64% see family and friends as often as they would like (Cambridgeshire average 64%) 
Å 61% feel they have enough free time (Cambridgeshire average 64%) 

mailto:cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.stobart@scambs.gov.uk
https://tinyurl.com/4bjaecnu
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/south-cambs-connect/about-south-cambs-connect
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/south-cambs-connect/about-south-cambs-connect
mailto:southcambsconnect@scambs.gov.uk
https://unfccc.int/cop29#:~:text=Is%2520this%2520your%2520first%2520COP?%2520Are
mailto:ZCC@scambs.gov.uk
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/quality-of-life-survey-shows-that-cambridgeshire-residents-have-high-levels-of-happiness-but-the-issue-of-most-concern-is-the-cost-of-living


Å 27% often feel lonely (Cambridgeshire average 31%) 
Å 23% have struggled with their mental health in the last year (Cambridgeshire average 29%) 
Å 31% of parents say their child has experienced mental health problems this year (Cambridgeshire average 

31%) 
Å 87% of parents feel their child has good relationships with their peers (Cambridgeshire average 89%) 
Å 29% report struggling with their physical health this year (Cambridgeshire average 31%) 
Å 85% concerned by cost-of-living increases (Cambridgeshire average 87%) 
Å 79% concerned by climate change (Cambridgeshire average 79%) 
Å 56% concerned by investment and jobs (Cambridgeshire average 59%) 
Å 54% have taken action due to cost-of-living increases (Cambridgeshire average 59%) 
Å 57% report having a problem with their home (Cambridgeshire average 58%) 
Å 85% agree people from different backgrounds get on well together (Cambridgeshire average 78%) 
Å 88% feel safe (Cambridgeshire average 85%) 
Å 79% feel like they belong (Cambridgeshire average 75%) 
Å 77% know where to go to find out how to get involved e.g. volunteering (Cambridgeshire average 71%) 

   

You can read more and get the Cambridgeshire-wide figures in the County Councilôs news release. 

East West Rail 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ .ǳŘƎŜǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ǿŜ ƴƻǿ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ 
section of EWR will be funded with a view to opening in 2030.  Between Cambridge and Bedford, the route will use a 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ άŘƛǎŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƻǿŜǊǎ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘŜǎ Ǿƛǎǳŀƭ ƛƳǇŀŎǘΦ  

Check the news here:  

https://eastwestrail.co.uk/news/latest-stories/plans-for-powering-trains-and-details-of-our-upcoming-

consultation 

¢ƘŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƴƻƴ-ǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅέ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴ-person 
meetings: 

https://eastwestrail.co.uk/consultation2024  

Cambridge 2050 - The Case for Cambridge 

This is a short extract of a letter written last week by Matthew Pennycook, the Local Government Minister to 

Council leaders in the Greater Cambridge area.   
άΧΦ It is also vital that we take a collaborative approach to addressing the costs that have come with success, 
including housing affordability pressures, traffic and congestion, and air pollution. We all know what can be achieved 
when local authorities, central government and public bodies work in partnership to overcome these challenges and I 
want to sustain the constructive relationship we have established over recent months. I am therefore very pleased 
that todayΩs Budget confirms £10 million of new funding to enable the Cambridge Growth Company to work with 
local partners to develop an ambitious plan for housing, transport, water, and wider infrastructure. Local leadership 
is critical to developing a plan that is right for Cambridge, and I am determined that we work together on this shared 
ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴΦέ 

The £10 million will be deployed to set up the Growth Co organisation that by March 2025 will be delivering 
significant economic and housing growth in our area. An initial briefing with Peter Freeman, revealed that the money 
will be spent recruiting a staff of about 50, setting up the Water Credit Scheme, commissioning the evidence base (to 
include transport) and working up the site specific options. 

Cambridgeshire County Council review of Resident Parking Policy 

The County Councilôs Parking Policy team is in the process of reviewing the Resident Parking Scheme (RPS) 

policy. This Policy provides a framework for the introduction, amendment and extension of formalised Resident 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/quality-of-life-survey-shows-that-cambridgeshire-residents-have-high-levels-of-happiness-but-the-issue-of-most-concern-is-the-cost-of-living
https://eastwestrail.co.uk/news/latest-stories/plans-for-powering-trains-and-details-of-our-upcoming-consultation
https://eastwestrail.co.uk/news/latest-stories/plans-for-powering-trains-and-details-of-our-upcoming-consultation
https://eastwestrail.co.uk/consultation2024


Parking Schemes across the county and sets out the principles for the administration of those schemes.   The 

purpose of the policy review is to ensure that the County Council has a fair and transparent resident parking 

policy in place that supports the rollout of Civil Parking Enforcement (CPE) for residents, visitors and businesses 

alike. The last policy review was undertaken in 2017.   An online survey is now open until 12 December 2024. 

The survey will ask for feedback on the five policy areas where more significant operational changes are being 

proposed. You, and your communities, can take part on the County Councilôs consultation platform. 

This survey will offer residents, businesses, stakeholders and those with an interest in the delivery and 

administration of Resident Parking Schemes, the opportunity to help develop and shape the final policy before it 

is considered by the Highways and Transport Committee.  The County Council is sending letters to households 

within existing Resident Parking Schemes but please help publicise this in your areas.  The proposed revised 

policy is expected to be presented and considered by the Highway and Transport committees in March 2025.  If 

you have any issues relating to the policy review or public engagement, please email: 

ParkingPolicy@cambridgeshire.gov.uk Electric Vehicle Charging 

The grant scheme for the installation of EV charging in Parishes will be kept open until further notice. The 

maximum award has been increased to from £5k to £12k.  

The scheme description is here:  https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-emergency-and-nature/grants-funding-and-

community-support/electric-vehicle-charge-point-grant 

Net Zero Villages 

SCDC has been allocated over £400k from CPCA for their Net Zero Villages programme. We have received more 

money than other districts on the region due to the number of villages in the District. Between £25k - £100k is 

available per application. The scheme was approved by the SCDC Grants Advisory Committee at their October 

meeting and will be open from 11th December 2024 to 31st January 2025, and projects need to be complete by 

31st March 2026. Funds will be available for projects that fall into the following categories: 

Å Tackling energy use and/or supporting energy efficiency or generation retrofit to community buildings. 

Å Enabling access to public transport or access to local services through low carbon transport. 

Å Nature based solutions to tackle overheating of community buildings. 

The announcement of the scheme will take place in the coming weeks, and it would pay to reflect on whether 

there are projects that would benefit from this funding stream. 

Impact Assessment Supplementary Planning Document 
SCDC will be making decisions soon on whether to adopt planning guidance that embeds Health and Wellbeing into 
all new developments. New town and new housing developments can, if well designed, really make a positive 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭōeing. Northstowe New Town, for example, includes out door fitness 
equipment, lots of cycle and walks ways and well-designed green and blue spaces. 

Empty Properties 
SCDC will soon agree a new policy on Council Tax Charges for empty properties. This is to encourage owners to get 
empty homes back into use. Homes empty up to 2 years will pay 100%  Council Tax; empty up to 5 years it result in a 
200% levy and up to and over 10 years it will be 300%. 
hƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ олл ŜƳǇǘȅ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎΤ уп ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
have been empty over 10 years. 

Improving the High Street 

A new £200,000 grant scheme is available to support projects that boost the heart of communities  

across South Cambridgeshire. The ñImproving the High Streetò grants of between Ã5,000 to Ã20,000 

per project are available to rural businesses, community groups and Parish Councils and the scheme aims to 

improve the look of local high streets, promote rejuvenation, encourage residents to shop locally and attract more 

local businesses to the area. The grant can cover a wide range of projects such as renovating shop fronts, street art, 

new benches, hanging baskets, interactive family fun trails, street cleaning, local maps or new signs.  Please 

check: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/uk-shared-prosperity-fund/improving-the-high-street-grant for 

details of the scheme.  

https://consultcambs.uk.engagementhq.com/residents-parking-scheme-policy-review
mailto:ParkingPolicy@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/business/uk-shared-prosperity-fund/improving-the-high-street-grant


Ending Period Poverty 

SCDC is joining the fight to end period poverty by providing free menstrual products for up to 700 residents. 

Councillors have agreed to champion the cause, to ensure dignity for all, by offering free sanitary products which 

are also kind to the environment. A funding pot of £12,000 has been agreed  

for the year-long innovative project. HeyGirls, a UK-wide social  enterprise, will be distributing the packs. Please 

check: https://www.scambs.gov.uk/news/tackling-period-poverty-with -environmentally-friendly -menstrual-

products  

Christmas Market 

SCDC is once again hosting the South Cambridgeshire Christmas Market this winter! The event will be held 
at Cambourne Village College on Saturday 7th December 2024, and will be open to the public 11:00am ς 3:00pm.  
More details to follow.  
 

²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƻǳŎƘ 
with us by email or phone.  

Corinne Garvie, 07780 932267, cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk ,  

Richard Stobart,  07950 934793, cllr.stobart@scambs.gov.uk 
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Girton Parish Council 

/ƭŜǊƪΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 

October has felt like an extremely busy month with many activities underway.  I note below briefly some of the 
headlines for this month 

 

Community Engagement 

¶ Bus & Precept Survey are now available on-line and in November Girton Parish News. 

¶ Cambridgeshire County Council have asked for our input on the design of the most recent Local Highways 
initiative. 

¶ Remembrance Day ς It was an absolute privilege for Girton Parish Council to make repairs to the War 
Memorial ahead of this important day for this and every village. 

¶ The results of the Neighbourhood Plan Survey have been analysed by enventure research and a public 
meeting was held in the pavilion on the 20th November to present the results. 

 

Girton Recreation Ground 

¶ As part of the Master Planning exercise a workshop was held on 23rd October for Councillors and Pavilion 
Refurbishment members to review the latest drawings from Wilby & Burnett. 

¶ Our Annual Play inspection was held and action has been taken to repair the play equipment 

¶ Online Playground undertook the work to remove the Trim Trail equipment that was no longer fit for 
purpose. 

¶ GPC Clerk and Facilities Manager met with Girton Colts and discussed their Committees next steps in 
confirming their aspirations for the future of Girton Recreation Ground. 

¶ GPC Clerk had a similar meeting with Girton Cricket Club and they have asked their members to review the 
aŀǎǘŜǊ tƭŀƴ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊŜŎŜǇǘ {ǳǊǾŜȅΦ 

¶ The GPC Bowls Working Group met in Girton Bowls Club-house to initiate discussion on Terms & Conditions 
for Girton Bowls Club going forward. 

¶ Our Cricket Square preparation for next year has been initiated by our Groundsman 

 

In the Village 

¶ Our Parish Ranger has been busy with work at Wellbrook Way and at Girton Recreation Ground working to 
make sure that Girton Parish Council assets are well maintained. 

¶ GPC have been supporting some of the local businesses as they prepare to host Christmas Fayres. 

  



Girton Parish Council  
Chairôs Report ï November 2024  

Cllr Daniel Carney 

! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ hŎǘƻōŜǊΦ 

Following our successful LHI application for the addition of double yellow lines to improve the safety around a 

number of key junctions in the village, it was very pleasing to get early engagement from the CCC Highways team. A 

pair of onsite meetings, held with Project Manager Ross Lewis, allowed the specific issues and needs for each 

junction in question to be discussed in person, at the point where they are be delivered. This was extremely 

constructive, particularly when some of the issues of dangerous parking could be shown as they occurred! It was also 

very useful for the GPC team to be able to highlight additional Highways issues that we would like to solve in 

partnership with CCC in the future. Thanks to Cllrs Garvie, Brown, Reeves, Hayat, and Marshall, as well as the Clerk, 

for their work in clearly articulating the issues we are trying to solve with this scheme, and thanks to Ross for 

instigating these visits right at the beginning of this project. This way of working across tiers should be hugely 

beneficial to all, and I hope that we are able to continue in this vein in the future. 

The site visit regarding the double yellow lines scheme, as well as some recent correspondence, reminds us that 

parking remains a contentious issue. The application to the scheme was to solve issues of safety, rather than parking. 

It is likely that certain streets are regularly used as parking spots for commuters taking the bus into Cambridge or 

working in Eddington. The addition of double yellow lines may slightly shift the spots where it is believed that this 

happens. This pattern of parking is perfectly legal but does frustrate residents. Applying for parking restrictions is 

something that could be considered at some point, but this would only be successful if it lines up with current CCC 

policy.   

We also have a site visit scheduled for the installation of traffic calming measures on Oakington Road. The purpose 

here is to understand the specifics of typical vehicle movements in this stretch of road and to try and ensure that 

speed cushions are located such that they effectively force motorists to obey the speed limit but without creating 

hazards when large vehicles are turning into and off the road in this specific stretch.  I appreciate that there are still 

some concerns regarding speed cushions in general. No method of speed reduction will be perfect, but this has been 

the proposal throughout and the one that, in my opinion, both meets the criteria set out by CCC and ensures the 

new speed limit will be obeyed by the greatest number of motorists, significantly lessening the chances of further 

incidents of drivers leaving the road, with tragic consequences. 

I am pleased to see that the short stretch of wands has now been installed on the southbound cycle lane of 

Huntingdon Road. Hopefully this will stop the issue of motorists driving in the cycle lane, which has previously led to 

cyclists (including children) being knocked off their bikes on what is a very busy route. We have previously raised the 

issue of motorists encroaching on the cycle lane on the opposite side of the road at this point. Whilst we were told 

that this was not part of the scheme, recent communication from CCC informs us that a solution to this problem is 

being considered. I hope that we hear something soon about this and will relay on any further developments. 

We have recently been informed that work on the pedestrian/cycle crossing at the southern end of Girton Road is 

due to commence some time in January. This is a year later than originally scheduled, and a long-overdue wish for 

many residents, so I am very hopeful that this does come to pass at the beginning of next. Do note that the work will 

require Girton Road to be closed in both directions at some times, and we must try and ensure that residents are 

informed as well, and as far in advance, as we can. 

The bus usage survey we are running in conjunction with our neighbours in Oakington & Westwick is up & running. 

At time of writing, we have had a good amount of feedback, but please do encourage your friends and neighbours to 

contribute. We hope to have as many residents as possible give clear views on how the current bus service can 

ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǳƛǘ ƻǳǊ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǘƻ {ǘŀƎŜŎƻŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ōŀŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ōȅ ǎƻƭƛŘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΦ 

For later this month I have set up an initial meeting of representatives of Girton and those from Histon & Impington 

to consider establishing a collaboration between the two on a decent active transport link between the villages. I 

believe that there is an available and obvious option that with a combined effort could bring together a really great 



proposal that could attract funding. I hope to be able to report on progress and a proposal for consideration in due 

course. 

Finally, I am very pleased to see the ongoing value of employing a Parish Ranger around Girton. Kevin has been doing 

some great work on maintaining sites around the village, improving appearances and, hopefully, extending the 

lifetime of many of our amenities.  

  



Events Committee Report 

Stuart Marshall ς November Full Council 
 

 

The George Seasonal Market 

Girton Parish Council have been participating with the first ever Seasonal Market to be held by The George 
over the weekend of 15th/16th November.  There is an opportunity for a GPC stall to raise money for local 
charity via a tombola and to share details on the Master Planning Exercise and encourage residents to 
complete both the Bus Survey and the Precept Survey. 

 

Christmas Lights for Girton 

We have been in contact with the man who fits the lights at Histon and also Rowena Barnes and some of 
the Feast committee who are working with us to procure and install Christmas Lights for Girton.   

Red and green  lights have been purchased for decorating the Pavilion.  The Cotton Hall will be decorated 
as usual by Girton Parish Council and in addition the George has agreed to join in the Red/Green theme so 
that we bring a Christmas Feel to Girton.  Cost of lights purchased is £86.36 including VAT. 

We have also purchased some lights from the George which will continue the Red/Green team.  The 
estimated cost of these is £100.00. 

Rowena and the Feast team have gained permission to put the lights on the Yew trees by the Church.  They 
have purchased the lights with 50% off at a total cost of £150.00.  These lights will be purchased by Girton 
Town Charity. 

We have also purchased red and green film which we will aim to put up on the uplights at the church. 

We will meet with Rowena next week to discuss a switch on for the village. 

 

Club 55 Christmas Singalong ς December 13th 

We are delighted to have been invited to volunteer for the above occasion on December 13th at William 
Collyn Community Centre. Sam Clift has requested that Parish Councillors wear pinnies and help with the 
serving and clearing of the food for that event.  They would be pleased if Parish Council would join them 
for a meal.  One of the members will be playing Christmas tunes to aid the singalong.  This would be a 
lovely way to celebrate an organisation and an organiser who make such a difference to the wellbeing of 
many of the Girton Residents. 

Club 55 have been in contact with Girton Memory Café and are planning a joint singalong. 

 

Christmas Fayre at William Collyn Community Centre 

We have also been working alongside Cakes by Lexi and Tom Lee at WCCC to put on the Christmas Fayre 
on Saturday 22nd December.   

 

Poppy Selling 

It was great to meet residents at Eddington and see many old faces from Girton as we spent some time 
volunteering on the Poppy Appeal.  There was also a very well attended Quiz held on 11th November to 
raise money for the Poppy Appeal. 

Many Thanks to Wendy Ripley and the Royal British Legion for such a well run two weeks of fundraising for 
this important cause. 

 

It is great that Girton Parish Council are celebrating the festive season in Girton with many local businesses 
and organisations.  One of the precept survey responses invited GPC to do more to support local businesses 
so the above shows this collaboration is growing.  

  



Pavilion Refurbishment Group 

Stuart Marshall 
 

It is great to have such a comprehensive set of drawings from our master planner, Wilby & Burnett 
showing realistic opportunities for: 

¶ Making the most of our current assets 

¶ Potentially creating further assets for Girton 

 

The reconfiguration of Girton Recreation and the potential Pavilion Refurbishment is an opportunity to 
ensure our assets serve a required purpose in Girton. 

 

The work on Community Engagement by Wilby & Burnett has gone a long way to ensuring we are working 
to the requirements of our community.   

 

There is more to do and the precept survey is key to collecting more feedback. 

 

5ƻǾŜǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ bŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊƘƻƻŘ tƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ΨDƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ tƭŀƴΩ ōȅ ²ƛƭōȅ ϧ .ǳǊƴŜǘǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ 
vision and projects/policies for Girton to build for the future. 
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Status Supplier Invoice Number 
Invoice  
Date Gross VAT Net Description 

For Approval Avocet : GB636810535 19131 31/10/2024 548.40 91.40 457.00 Cleaning 
For Approval Binder Loams : GB109 0823 33 35109 15/10/2024 550.73 73.31 477.42 Cricket Square Maintenance 
For Approval Binder Loams : GB109 0823 33 35109 15/10/2024 550.73 73.31 477.42 Cricket Square Maintenance 
For Approval Brookfield Contracting Ltd : GB985186274 3100 25/10/2024 456.00 76.00 380.00 Grass Verge Cutting 
For Approval Fenland Leisure Products Ltd : GB711206293 SIN062039 31/10/2024 2,509.44 418.24 2,091.20 Trim Trail Maintenance 
For Approval Girton Parish News 4133 09/10/2024 200.00 0.00 200.00 Survy in Girton Parish News 
For Approval MAINS2POWER ELECTRICAL LTD: 885 4277 78 20197 28/10/2024 1,080.00 180.00 900.00 Electrical Load Test - W&B 
For Approval MC Garden Maintenance INV-0463 21/10/2024 1,242.00 207.00 1,035.00 Grass Cutting Rec/10 Acre 
For Approval Mythic Beasts Ltd : GB890086605 219112 11/11/2024 28.06 4.68 23.38 Web Services 
For Approval Pender T Smith INV816 30/10/2024 180.00 0.00 180.00 Skip Hire 
For Approval Peter Graves Florist Ltd : GB214933473 SI-14775 22/10/2024 1,565.17 260.86 1,304.31 Village Planters - Replant 
For Approval Purple Flowers Gardens & Mosiacs 241103AS PC 03/11/2024 1,145.00 0.00 1,145.00 LNRP - Hibbert Ware Mgmt 
For Approval Salary and Payroll Salary & Payroll 01/11/2024 4,658.59 8.00 4,650.59 Salary & Payroll 
For Approval St John's College 1/30567 30/09/2024 134.74 0.00 134.74 St John's Field Rent 
For Approval The Play Inspection Ltd: GB 845 1840 23 73143 31/10/2024 509.40 84.90 424.50 Play Inspection 
For Approval TotalEnerges Gas & Power Ltd: GB 689638949 355607092/24 09/10/2024 103.05 5.15 97.90 Street Lights 
Paid A to Z Supplies : GB125688644 30626885 08/10/2024 101.23 16.87 84.36 Toilet/Hand Roll 

Paid Amazon : GB387310585 

INV-GB-
1528672385-
2024-53266 03/11/2024 6.99 1.17 5.82 Mounting tape 

Paid Amazon : GB387310585 GB47MFZZPAEUI 02/11/2024 26.95 4.50 22.45 Warning Tape 
Paid Amazon : GB387310585 GB47LUO34AEUI 01/11/2024 15.40 2.56 12.84 Hazard Tape 

Paid B&Q: GB232555575 
Tradepoint 
04112024 04/11/2024 49.51 8.25 41.26 Materials: Soffit/Facia 

Paid B&Q: GB232555575 
Tradepoint 
01112024 01/11/2024 44.65 7.44 37.21 Wellbrook Way Maintenance 

Paid B&Q: GB232555575 
Tradepoint 
30102024 30/10/2024 17.10 2.85 14.25 Wellbrook Way Maintenance 
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Status Supplier Invoice Number 
Invoice  
Date Gross VAT Net Description 

Paid British Gas : GB684966762 803507573 22/10/2024 1,001.97 166.99 834.98 Gas - Pavilion Sept/Nov 
Paid BT M035 E6 09/10/2024 72.36 12.06 60.30 Phone & Broadband 
Paid eBay (UK) Ltd: GB 365 6085 76 GBI-215803675 01/11/2024 15.58 2.60 12.98 Traffic Cone Sleeves 
Paid eBay (UK) Ltd: GB 365 6085 76 GBI-215803014 01/11/2024 15.25 2.54 12.71 Traffic Cone Sleeves 
Paid EE Ltd : GB V02278022266 18/10/2024 13.48 2.25 11.23 Groundsman Phone 
Paid EverFlow Ltd: 3702389 17/10/2024 48.57 0.00 48.57 Water Bowling Green 
Paid Kingfisher Direct Ltd: GB120941249 0010046563 23/10/2024 598.54 99.76 498.78 Bench 

Paid KSF Home & Garden Services 
KSF Petrol 
Oct/Nov 29/10/2024 50.00 8.33 41.67 Petrol 

Paid KSF Home & Garden Services 
Tradepoint 
281020214 28/10/2024 116.85 19.48 97.37 Wellbrook Way Maintenance 

Paid KSF Home & Garden Services 
B&Q Ear 
Defender 10/10/2024 13.30 2.22 11.08 Browgard & Ear Defender 

Paid Madingley Mulch 35504 01/11/2024 85.00 0.00 85.00 Wellbrook Way Maintenance 
Paid Madingley Mulch 34507 22/10/2024 255.00 0.00 255.00 Wellbrook Way Maintenance 
Paid Microsoft G065205329 05/11/2024 141.12 23.52 117.60 MS365 Basic 
Paid Microsoft G064400937 05/11/2024 24.72 4.12 20.60 MS365 Standard 
Paid O.S Gawthrop 31238 07/10/2024 594.00 99.00 495.00 Town End Close Cutting 
Paid Pender T Smith INV816 04/10/2024 180.00 0.00 180.00 Skip Hire 
Paid Pettit Sports : GB159878929 3740 04/10/2024 100.44 16.74 83.70 Pitchmarker 

Paid South Cambridgeshire District Council 
3030115017 Nov 
2024 01/11/2024 586.00 0.00 586.00 Business Rates 

Paid Zoom: GB373142903 INV277892785 21/10/2024 15.59 2.60 12.99 Zoom 
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GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Income Report October 2024 

 

Village Bench      £498.78 

Planters       £180.00 

Football Pitches       £1,173.50 

MUGA        £118.75 

Netball       £202.98 

Pavilion Hall       £982.75 

Tennis Courts       £1,350.00 

Bowls Clubhouse     £2,600.00 

 

Total Turnover       £7,106.76 
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67 High St 
Girton 

Cambridge 
CB3 0QD 

The Chair 
Girton Parish Council 
 

6th November 2024 

Dear Sir 

Re: Access to the Rectory Site, Gretton School, Girton 

We are writing to see if the Parish Council can help regarding the narrow access road alongside our house, 67 High 

St, Girton, to the car park and service space behind the Rectory site, Gretton School, formerly the Cambridge 

Academy of English. 

When the premises were used for the Language School, there was very little traffic along the small access road 

between the side of our house and the school grounds. If fact, we can only remember one incident when our wall was 

damaged by a vehicle using the access in the first 20 years that we have lived here. Other accidents did occur on the 

highway at this dangerous corner whilst we have lived here, but the Council has gone a long way in trying to make this 

corner safer, with the introduction of the 20mph speed limit, the chevon sign outside the school, and the resurfacing to 

the road itself, for which we are thankful. 

Since the site was taken over by Gretton School, the amount of traffic down this small access road has multiplied 

significantly. The requirement for many of the students to be picked up and dropped off at the school has impacted 

this greatly, along with various transports between the Rectory site and the main school site, further up the village. In 

fact, the traffic is so bad at this entrance, that the school provides traffic ócontrollersô at busy times to help regulate the 

access. 

At the time of planning permission, we did point this out as a potential problem. 

Unfortunately, we must report that this has become a problem. Not only because of the traffic increase, but also 

because our wall adjacent to the small access road has been repeatedly damaged, at least 3 times (that we know of) 

and possibly more, by vehicles accessing and leaving the Rectory school site in the past 2 years. The wall had been 

previously damaged by persons unknown and repaired by our insurance in 2020. Following that there were at least 2 

episodes of further minor damage in the same area, although we have no idea who caused this as it was unreported. 

The entrance is narrow and restricted, and vehicles are often misjudging the angles needed to exit the entrance and 

clear our wall, on turning left towards Oakington. 

Our house is Grade 2 listed, so there is little we can do to alter the wall and remain with in the listed regulations. The 

constant damage is likely to become a problem for our house insurance premium, and for mandatory disclosure, 

should we wish to sell the house in future. 

We are in discussions with the Gretton School, who reply they are aware of the more recent various episodes of 

damage, after we have contacted them, although they have not always contacted us first.  

The purpose of this letter is that we are asking if the Parish Council can help with anything to increase the safety of 

the corner and the access to so many vehicles, so that our wall is not in a constant state of repair. 

With thanks for your consideration, 

 

Christopher and Aileen Hickling 
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Committee Full Council 

Name of project Local Highways Initiative ς Letter Drop & Door Knock 

Primary Reason for project Girton Parish Council has secured funding for the Local Highways Initiative scheme 
to implement yellow lines on various junctions in Girton.  See details on Girton 
Village website here. Item 5 of the article 
Girton Local Highway Bid ς progress update ς Girton Village 
 
For the first time Cambridgeshire County Council met with Girton Parish Council on 
site at the beginning of the project to receive their feedback.  In addition to 
feedback from Parish Councillors the project manager asked GPC to seek feedback 
from Girton Residents that they will take into account as part of the project 
specification. 
 

Description of project Letter Drop and Door Knock to seek feedback on the LHI Scheme from Residents. 
 
1. Girton Parish Clerk to identify properties immediately impacted by the LHI 

Scheme/s. 
2. Girton Parish Clerk to create letters to those properties for delivery seeking 

feedback on the projects.   
3. Volunteer Councillors to deliver letters. 
4. Volunteer Councillors to knock on doors of immediately impacted houses. 
5. Feedback to be sought for the project and sent to Cambridgeshire County 

Council Highways project team.   

Capital sum requested None 

Ongoing revenue (if any) per 
year 

None 

Ongoing costs per year None 

Status of Project Request to be presented to Full Council on 13th November 2024 

Other comments/information Girton Parish Council welcome the increased communication and collaboration 
from CCC Highways.  The ability for people on the ground to give their feedback as 
a Local Highway initiative is considered and designed should enable a greater 
understanding of the needs of our residents. 

Presented by Cllr Stuart Marshall 

 

  

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/2024/10/17/girton-local-highway-bid-progress-update/
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24FC/113.4 - DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ tƭŀƴ 
 

¢ƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ tƭŀƴ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ tƭŀƴ нлнп ς Girton 
Village. 

 

The above post includes drawings of the current layout of the Recreation Ground and the latest proposed 
layout which takes into account feedback from the group of Councillors who attended the recent workshop.  
It also includes the options for Girton Pavilion. 

 

Also, included is the Site Analysis and Masterplan for Girton compiled by Wilby and Burnett. 

 

Since February 2024 when Wilby & Burnett were appointed they have spoken to 33 village groups about 
their requirements for the village. Versions of these documents and drawings were on display at Girton Feast 
and at open sessions throughout the summer holidays in the Pavilion. 

 
Many residents ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊŜŎŜǇǘ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎ-term 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ DƛǊǘƻƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨŘƻ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΩ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
importance of a stage and larger hall to accommodate such facilities at Girton Recreation. 

 

Currently, Girton Parish Council are seeking feedback on the plan via the precept survey to understand the 
requirements of Girton so Council can consider next steps in the project. 

 

Wilby & Burnett have provided the below statement of the next steps if Girton Parish Council approve 
moving forward with any of the options provided as part of the initial brief: 

 

Develop the pavilion modification proposals and other rec ground and ten-acre field proposals to planning 
stage (RIBA Stage 3), with further consultation with the Parish Council to ensure compliance with the brief, 
but using the latest layout as the basis of the design development. We would recommend a pre-app meeting 
with the planners to establish the level of support and if anything specific needs to be accommodated/ 
modified prior to submitting a planning application. We could also work with the Parish Council to help 
support fundraising and funding applications if needed. 

 

! ŦŜŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ōȅ ²ƛƭōȅ ϧ .ǳǊƴŜǘǘ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ 

  

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/2024/11/12/girtons-great-plan-2024/
https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/2024/11/12/girtons-great-plan-2024/
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Committee Full Council 

Name of project 24FC/113.6 Wellbrook Way:  Work on Balancing Ponds 

Primary Reason for project !ƴƎƭƛŀƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ Ǿƛŀ .ƛǊƪŜǘǘΩǎ ǎƻƭƛŎƛǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Balancing Pond at the bottom of Wellbrook Way.  Work is also needed to maintain 
the bond on the green area opposite Girton Bowling Green. 
 
Both Areas have been reviewed by South Cambridgeshire District Council, 
Environment Officer, Wildlife Trust, LNRP Group and GPC Clerk.  
 

Description of project The Wildlife Trust are facilitating the government District Level Licensing Scheme 
for Great Crested Newts. This is basically an offset scheme so that when ponds are 
lost through development they are created or restored elsewhere. In short, it means 
the Wellbrook Way ponds can be restored fully funded, including 25 years of 
aftercare.  
 
Here is a short film made by Natural England explaining a bit about the District Level 
Licensing Pond Scheme. 
District Level Licensing for great crested newts ς our story - YouTube  
 
A contractor recommended by the Wildlife Trust will carry out the work.  

Capital sum requested The above work including aftercare would be carried out funded by the Wildlife 
Trust at no cost to Girton Parish Council.  
 
The Wildlife Trust funding will not pay for works other than the ponds though (e.g. 
bramble clearance, fences, benches etc.).   See Agenda Item 24FC/113.7. 
 

Ongoing revenue (if any) per 
year 

None 

Ongoing costs per year None 

Status of Project Request to be presented to Full Council on 13th November 2024 

Other comments/information TƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ 
collaborative led by Wildlife Trust including Girton Parish Council, Local Nature 
Recovery Group keeping South Cambridgeshire District Council and Girton 
residents updated as the project progresses. 

Presented by GPC Clerk/Local Nature Recovery Group 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNc8_OJKiLw


 

Full Council  Page 38 13th October 2024 

 

Committee Full Council 

Name of project 24FC/113.7 Council to consider and approve work on Wellbrook Way Green 
spaces surrounding the balancing pond/s. 

Primary Reason for project The areas at the bottom of Wellbrook Way and opposite the Bowls Green were 
adopted by Girton Parish Council in 2013.  The work to register these areas with 
Land Registry is currently underway supported by Birketts. 
 
Following the work on the Balancing ponds and after having received many 
comments from residents about the poor state of these areas a project is proposed 
to improve the maintenance of this area. 
 

Description of project !ƴ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊŜŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ōȅ DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ [bwt ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
presented in Parish Council meetings since June.  See following pages to review that 
project. 
 
Further discussion on requirements post a visit to the area by a Contractor 
recommended by Wildlife Trust who met with Lucy Wilson of LNRP will be needed 
between GPC, LNRP and Girton Residents to confirm the work to be completed. 
 
Lucy notes that the Contractor  thinks the best approach would be to get a flail arm 
on the Bramble to reduce it down to nothing (this would be a parish council 
expense) and then to dig out the ponds dumping the spoil on the banks (this would 
be covered by the pond funding).  
 
There is a need to be able to get his digger from one site to the other along the 
boundary path as it will be on metal tracks which would damage the main road 
surface. For this to happen there would need to be another patch of Bramble to be 
removed - the alternative is to pay a low-loader to come to move the digger from 
one end of the road to the other, but that would incur more expense. 
 
It makes sense to carry out the work under 24FC/113.6 and 24FC/113.7 together as 
there is an overlap on the removal of spoil and redefining the Balancing pond. 
 

Capital sum requested To be confirmed 
 

Ongoing revenue (if any) per 
year 

None 

Ongoing costs per year To be confirmed  

Status of Project Request to be presented to Full Council on 13th November 2024 

Other comments/information ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ DƛǊǘƻƴΩǎ DǊŜŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ 
collaborative led by Wildlife Trust including Girton Parish Council, Local Nature 
Recovery Group keeping South Cambridgeshire District Council and Girton 
residents updated as the project progresses. 

Presented by GPC Clerk/Local Nature Recovery Group 
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Report on possible biodiversity enhancements at Wellbrook Way - July 2024   

   

Context  

During the exercise to identify key sites of biodiversity value for the 1st version of the Local Nature Recovery 

Plan in 2023, Wellbrook Way was noted as a site of interest.  

¢ƘŜ Ψ Context, Aims and ObjectivesΩ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ  ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нлно ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΥ ΨSeveral habitats 

are present and were added during construction of the houses. A scrub-lined path runs along the northern edge 

of the site and connects two meadow areas which both contain ponds. Some mature trees along the scrub belt 

show that it is an old field boundary, predating the development. At the south-eastern end of the estate is a 

woodland which has developed naturally in the last century, this shades a shallow stream which is always in 

flow running along the fenceline with Thorton Way.Ω όǎŜŜ pg. 11)  

The first edition of the Plan itself (also dated October 2023 and signed off by the Parish Council in November 

2023) ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ΨTo investigate how to reinstate the two ponds for amphibians, engaging with all 

stakeholders within the estate.Ω during our Planning Year 24/25 (which runs from October to September).  

With this in mind the Group arranged for a preliminary survey site visit on Friday 26th June. This has been 

followed up by a number of subsequent site visits, including  one in the company of Helen Bailey, Land Advisor 

at the BCN Wildlife Trust. This is a summary of our findings and thoughts on possible management measures for 

the site.  

Site 1 ï Ponds Area  

We started our survey at the area between Nos 1-

32 Wellbrook Way and the Arlington Manor Care 

home complex.   

This area has also been identified as a potential 

ΨƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŀǊŜŀΩ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨDǊŜŀǘ tƭŀƴΩ exercise 

for the Parish Council by Wilby and Burnett.  

An immediate issue is that the pond nearest the 

road is densely overgrown with vegetation.   

¢ƘŜ ΨtƻƴŘΩ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎǘŜŜǇ slope, 

which would need addressing if the area was to 

be opened up.   

Even in its overgrown state, the pond will have 

some biodiversity significance. But for community 

utility and to improve biodiversity the pond does 

require digging out to restore the water level.  

The Wildlife Trust has access to funding for pond 

restoration and maintenance, primarily in support 

of  

Fig 1: Map showing Site 1 ς ΨtƻƴŘǎ ŀǊŜŀΩ όŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ ²ƛƭōȅ ϧ  the Great Crested Newt.  Helen Bailey, Land Advisor at  

Burnett)  the BCN Wildlife Trust, confirms this pond would  

qualify for that funding.   
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 LƳŀƎŜ мΥ ±ƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨtƻƴŘǎ ŀǊŜŀΩ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŜƭƭōǊƻƻƪ ²ŀȅ     

  

The surrounding area is covered by Himalayan bramble which, though it has some wildlife value could be 

removed. This is a job for a contractor as the area would need scraping once the bramble is removed.  

If the intention is to open up community access then a path could be laid around the area (at present a path 

runs alongside the eastern and northern edge of the area). Because of the aforementioned steep bank down to 

the pond, the pond itself would need to be fenced and a safety ring provided too. One a path was laid, two or 

more benches could be installed, overlooking the pond. An Interpretation Board would add to the educational 

value of the space   

In the centre of the area is a bank that used to be a meadow area when the complex was first developed. Again 

it is covered by Himalayan Bramble. Scraping this back and sowing a wildflower mix could restore it and provide 

more attraction for pollinators such as bees and butterflies.  

Further along this path there is a group of Willows that would benefit from some maintenance. We would 

recommend them being coppiced on rotation  - a third of the trees every three years.  

The second pond still has water in it but is almost inaccessible due to the thick vegetation surrounding it. As a 

pond it will undoubtedly have biodiversity significance.   With community access to the first (larger) pond, our 

recommendation is that this pond is left undisturbed as a habitat for wildlife.  
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 LƳŀƎŜ нΥ ±ƛŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŦƻƻǘǇŀǘƘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ΨaŜŀŘƻǿ ƳƻǳƴŘΩ     

  

  

Summary of Recommendations for Area 1 ς Ponds Area  

1. Apply to BCN Wildlife Trust for funding and maintenance work on Pond 1  

2. Dig out Pond 1 to restore water levels   

3. Remove Bramble and scrape back surface   

4. /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ΨƭƻƻǇΩ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǎƛŘŜ όǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǘƘύ  

5. Install benches and an Interpretation Board to enhance community utility   

6. Fence Pond 1 and install safety lifebelt  for Health and Safety requirements   

7. wŜŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ΨƳŜŀŘƻǿ ƳƻǳƴŘΩ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǎƛǘŜ  

8. Coppice willows on eastern path on a 1/3rd every 3-year rotation cycle   

9. Leave Pond 2 untouched as a nature area   

  

    

  

Site 2 ï óNorthern Boundary Pathô  

This is the Ψǎcrub ƭƛƴŜŘΩ ǇŀǘƘ referred to in our Plan documentation that runs behind the Arlington Manor Care 

Home and dwelling  nos. 219 to 159. It ends at a woodland/meadow area  in the south eastern corner of 

Wellbrook Way to be discussed ŀǎ Ψ{ƛǘŜ оΩΦ  
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Fig 2: Map of Site 2 ς Northern Boundary Path (Source: Google Maps)    
  

The path is bounded by a mature hedge with some large well-established trees, and a grass edge in part. This 

has value both as a habitat in  ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƎǊŜŜƴ ŎƻǊǊƛŘƻǊΩ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ƛǘŜs 1 and Site 3.  A singing 

Yellowhammer, possibly the last one in the village has been heard now on two visits demonstrating its 

significance for wildlife. Some trees may merit some maintenance once a tree officer is in post, and the hedge 

would need occasional work to prevent it becoming  a line of trees.  

Beyond the mature hedge is the land earmarked for development as part of Darwin Green. This land appears to 

be fairly  flower-rich meadow with some scrub, so it would be worthwhile engaging with the developers at 

Dawin Green to prevent any unnecessary  degradation to preserve its wildlife value   

The other side of the path for a 100 yards behind the Arlington Manor Care Home is primarily grass land of 

some benefit to wildlife if left unmown and with leavings removed when it is finally mowed. It could be 

improved and turned into a proper wildflower meadow, improving its attractiveness for pollinators.  

Further along the path is hedge planted at the time of the Wellbrook Way development. It is not wide enough 

to be of significant  wildlife value but is a useful boundary for the path, nevertheless.   
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Image 3: Boundary Path behind Arlington Manor 
Care Home looking  south east    

  

Summary of Recommendations for Site 2 ς ΨbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ tŀǘƘΩ  

1. Carry out some maintenance on mature trees in the boundary hedge.   

2. tǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŘƎŜ ǎƘǊǳōǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ΨǘǊŜŜǎΩ  

3. Engage the Darwin Green developers to prevent any degradation of the meadows beyond the mature 

hedge  

4. Support pollinators by leaving grass verges unmown during óNo Mow Summerô 
and collecting leavings one finally mowed  

5. Establish a wildflower meadow bank behind the Care Home  
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Site 3 ς Woodland/meadow area  

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ tŀǘƘΩ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀŘƻǿ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ 

northeast to southwest in orientation.  There are several established paths through this area.   

  

Fig 3: Map of Area 3 ς Woodland/meadow Area (Source: Google Maps)    

  

The meadow area here is well established, rich in wild plants,  and on our visit hosted many butterflies. It 

appears some maintenance is being carried out presumably by the local community (?). The main maintenance 

measure needed here would be to knock back the brambles  periodically to prevent them encroaching on the 

meadow (though not to remove them entirely).  

Similarly the woodland is well established and hosts singing (and probably breeding) birds such as Chiffchaff and 

Blackcap. Some trees would benefit from some maintenance (including a rather splendid Willow).  

There is a stream running through the woodland area, but unfortunately on our visit this had dried to a trickle. 

This merits  further investigation as according to Wellbrook Way resident, Bill Lankford this is the first year the 

stream had not flowed. Given the wet winter and  the consequent full aquifers, this situation should not be 

occurring. Streams act as ΨōƭǳŜ corridorsΩ for wildlife and it is possible this is a chalk stream fed tributary. The 

source of this stream needs further research.   
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Image 4: Site 3  - Woodland/meadow area looking south west (woodland  on left; meadow on   

right)  

  

  

Another area to consider is the Balancing Pond owned by Anglia Water. This appears to have  become 

completely overgrown and dried out. According to Bill Lankford the area around the Pond used to host many 

toads and frogs in Spring. It barely has any now. Helen Bailey, Land Advisor at the BCN Wildlife Trust confirms 

that removing the vegetation and digging out the pond would restore its wildlife value.   

The Balancing Pond is subject to a Deed of Grant to Anglia Water from the Parish Council, which comes with a 

set of covenants which appear to restrict  the opportunities to make any material  changes  to the pond and 

surrounding land to benefit wildlife. This needs further exploration.   
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Summary of Recommendations for Site 3 ς 

Woodland/meadow area  

1. Establish management routine to 

knock back brambles near meadow area to 

maintain wildlife value of the meadow   

2. Carry our routine maintenance on 

mature trees in woodland area (including a 

large Willow) 3.  Investigate source of 

stream and reason for loss of flow this year  

4.  Establish wildlife value of Anglia 

Water balancing pond and whether Deed of 

Grant allows for any improvements   

  

  

  

  

Fig 4: Map showing Balancing Pond area ((Source:  

  

Taylor-Wimpey)   

  

Final Considerations  

The three areas under consideration already hold significant biodiversity value for the Parish. However, our 

recommendations could further enhance these areas, benefiting both nature and the community.  

Initial work will require contractors but longer term the local community should be encouraged to take 

responsibility for some upkeep through a network of volunteers similar to this involved in the  Hibbert-Ware 

Garden and the Town End Close reserve. However note that if an application is made to the Wildlife Trust to 

restore any of the ponds, that comes with a 25 year maintenance commitment by the Trust; there is some 

funding within that timeframe for maintenance work such as desilting or clearance of scrub/ vegetation in and 

around the pond which may cause the pond to fail as a suitable habitat for Great Crested Newt.  

To fund the initial work that would not be covered by the Wildlife Trust grant for the ponds improvement, the 

Parish  

Council could consider making an application to the Green Spaces - Shared Prosperity Fund Year 2 being offered 

by South Cambridgeshire Council. The application questionnaire https://tinyurl.com/2dkrh2r6) is relatively 

simple to complete, but to note the application window closes on 1st August.  Our ballpark guesstimate for the 

work needed is around £15,000, which (conveniently) is the amount on offer for each site under the fund.   

Another consideration is the needs of dog walkers. We  note that some dog walkers have made complaints 

about the impact ƻŦ ΨNo aƻǿ {ǳƳƳŜǊΩ ƛƴ Wellbrook  Way. When and where to allow dogs off-lead and where 

they should be kept under close control to protect wildlife is a balance that needs to be managed, and guidance 

https://tinyurl.com/2dkrh2r6
https://tinyurl.com/2dkrh2r6
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provided. But one possible  solution is to assess whether the area between the play area and the car park at the 

William Collyn Centre could be made into a dog exercise park (similar to those that are provided in American 

cities where opportunities to let dogs off leads are few.)  

Local Nature Recovery Plan Group  
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Committee Full Council 

Name of project 24FC/113.8:  Future work on the Trim Trail 

Primary Reason for project Girton Parish Council has had Online Playgrounds provide an inspection and quote 
for maintenance work from Online Playgrounds and also a more detailed annual 
inspection carried out by the Play Inspection. 
 
As expected as maintenance has not been carried out for some time by Girton 
Parish Council issues have been identified on the state of the Trim Trail equipment 
which need to be investigated. 
 

Description of project ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ Dt/ ŀǘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΩǎ Cǳƭƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ 
by Online Playgrounds. This work removed items of the Trim Trail that was not fit 
for purposes at this time.   
 
Council are now asked to approve replacement of Trim Trail equipment.  See table 
on following page. 
 
Note:  Wilby & Burnett will confirm today any Trim Trail equipment that may need 
to be moved if GPC decide to reconfigure Girton Recreation Ground in line with the 
latest drawing which would include repositioning the cricket pitch.   

Capital sum requested Repairs: 6,677.90 including VAT. 
Replacements: 7,190.00 including VAT. 

Ongoing revenue (if any) per 
year 

None 

Ongoing costs per year Trim Trails Inspection and Maintenance Regimes to be improved with Parish Ranger 
role in place.  

Status of Project Request to be presented to Full Council on 13th November 2024 

Other comments/information A paper will be brought to GPC in January to request training of GPC members and 
possibly volunteers for Trim Trail and Recreation Ground maintenance. 

Presented by Yvonne Murray ς GPC Clerk 
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24FC/113.8: Girton Parish Council: Ten Acre Field 

Breakdown of Trim Trail Repairs & Replacement costings 

 

Note: We have placed the trim trail on the site in approximate locations. The new cricket pitch would clash with at least one piece of the existing 

equipment on the trim trail, I believe it is a balance beam (zig zag shape), this is to the left of the cricket pitch adjacenǘ ǘƻ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴŜŜŘ 

to be confirmed following a topographical survey of the site 

Required Category Product Sum of Total GBPSum of VAT Net of VAT
Required Repairs Arm Stretch fit steel post feet 826.00 165.20 660.80
Required Repairs Beam Lift Parts 3.60 0.72 2.88
Required Repairs Chin up Surfacing 864.00 172.80 691.20
Required Repairs Gate Climb fit Steel post feet 826.00 165.20 660.80
Required Repairs Leap Frog Repairs 1,543.40 308.68 1,234.72
Required Repairs Log Stack Repairs 156.40 31.28 125.12
Required Repairs Rope Climb 578.50 115.70 462.80
Required Repairs Total 4,797.90 959.58 3,838.32
Required Supporting New Circuit Sign and Indicator Signs 1,050.00 210.00 840.00
Required Supporting Site setup & preliminaries 830.00 166.00 664.00
Required Supporting Total 1,880.00 376.00 1,504.00
Required Total 6,677.90 1,335.58 5,342.32
Not Required Replacement Balance Beam 1,890.00 378.00 1,512.00
Not Required Replacement Parallel Bars 1,230.00 246.00 984.00
Not Required Replacement Replacement Bench sit up Station 2,230.00 446.00 1,784.00
Not Required Replacement Replacement Swinging Steps 1,840.00 368.00 1,472.00
Not Required Replacement Total 7,190.00 1,438.00 5,752.00
Not Required Total 7,190.00 1,438.00 5,752.00
TBC Removal Balance Beam 350.00 70.00 280.00
TBC Removal Parallel Bars 200.00 40.00 160.00
TBC Removal Replacement Bench sit up Station 250.00 50.00 200.00
TBC Removal Replacement Swinging Steps 250.00 50.00 200.00
TBC Removal Total 1,050.00 210.00 840.00
TBC Total 1,050.00 210.00 840.00
Grand Total 14,917.90 2,983.58 11,934.32
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24FC/113.9:  Girton Litter Bin Continuous Improvement 

Note: The above improvements will continue to increase both the capacity of Litter bins in Girton and increase the number of locations where litter bins are available by 

One at Oakington Road Bus Stop.  The replacement of bins at Weavers Field and Wellbrook Way should improve the capacity at these locations and also encourage 

better use of litter disposal by dog walkers using Girton Town Charity field 

# Location Action Description Installation 
Cost 

Collection 
Costs 

1 Manor Park Field Remove Dog Bin There are two bins in the same location removing the dog bin would reduce our 
litter collection fees by £208 with minimal loss of capacity and a better quality 
Topsy Bin. 

£0.00 £208.00 

2 Manor Park Road Remove current Litter Bin This is a litter bin that is hidden by the trees throughout the summer.  Initially the 
Parish Ranger looked at moving it to the location of the Do Poo bin but the quality 
of the bin would not allow the move.  The recommendation is now to remove this 
bin and replace with Topsy Bin below.  

£0.00 £208.00 

3 Manor Park Road New Topsy Bin New Topsy Bin to replace items 1 & 2 below. £417.75 £208.00 

4 Oakington Road 
Bus Stop 

New Topsy Bin New Topsy Bin in location noted by resident £417.75 £208.00 

5 Weavers Field Remove Dog Bin In poor state £0.00 £208.00 

6 Weavers Field Replace Dog Bin with 
Topsy Bin 

Replace Dog poo bin with Topsy Bin to increase capacity and also improve the 
state of our bins.  

£417.75 £208.00 

7 Wellbrook Way Remove Open Black bin Remove bin in playground. Dog poo bags are slung over fence and miss the bin. £0.00 £208.00 

8 Wellbrook Way New Topsy bin at entrance 
to playground  

The current bin in the playground is open and users of the adjacent field often 
through their dog poo bags over the fencing missing the bin.  This means that 
often that area of the play area is covered with dog poo bags. 
The Parish Ranger has recommended a new covered bin at the entrance to 
Wellbrook Way Play area to encourage users to use the bin well and supporting 
the improvements of our playground. 

£417.75 £208.00 

9 Wellbrook Way Blue/Black Bin for Bowling 
green 

As the Bowling green is non-residential payment for these bins is required.  £0.00 £847.60 

Sub-Total: Litter Bins (Items 1 to 8)  £1,671 £0.00 
Sub-Total: Bowling Green Bins (Item 9)  £847.60 

Total £1,671 £847.60 
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Committee Full Council 

Name of project 24FC/113.10:  Increase Parish Ranger Work by 10 hours per month 

Primary Reason for project The work undertaken by our Parish Ranger has made a significant difference to the 
work that we can carry out proactively in the village. 
 

Description of project He is currently working on a backlog of work throughout the village and at Girton 
Recreation Ground that was previously not undertaken due to either no resource 
being available or the work being significantly expensive and time-consuming as 
contractors were requested for specific tasks. 
 
In order to continue to with the backlog of work and to transition to allow general 
maintenance can be undertaken as needed to maintain Parish Council facilities. 
 
This will lead to cost-savings as currently the replacement costs for facilities that 
were in a state of disrepair were more than had regular maintenance been 
undertaken.  In addition the safety of our assets will be improved 
 

Capital sum requested Hours to be raised from 39 hours per month to 50 hours per month. 
 
Current costs: £15,000 per year 
New Increased hours: £19,200 
An additional £4,200 per year 

Ongoing revenue (if any) per 
year 

None but some of the costs will be offset now regular maintenance of Parish Council 
Assets are carried out. 

Ongoing costs per year £4,200 

Status of Project Request to be presented to Full Council on 13th November 2024 

Other comments/information Trim Trails Inspection and Maintenance Regimes to be improved with Parish Ranger 
role in place. A paper will be brought to GPC in January to request training of GPC 
members and possibly volunteers for Trim Trail and Recreation Ground 
maintenance. 

Presented by Yvonne Murray ς GPC Clerk 
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24FC/113.10:  Parish Ranger Tasks (Current List) 

 

# Location Action Disposal Owner 

1 Recreation Ground Move Goals by Church Wall to store on 10-Acre field. 

Refurbish the Goals including painting 

    

2 Recreation Ground Cut down Self-set Elders by Church Wall Skip at REC   

3 Recreation Ground Clear Groundsman Store Cupboard     

4 Recreation Ground Put up and take down Christmas lights     

5 Recreation Ground Awaiting new bench for the Recreation Ground   Kevin 

6 Girton Recreation Ground Pavilion A coat of paint: Office, Changing Rooms, Stair well, Hall     

7 Girton Recreation Ground Pavilion Refurbish the Showers in the Changing Room     

8 Girton Recreation Ground Pavilion Refurbish Facia Boards and Sophets to see us through Winter 2024   Kevin 

9 High Street Refurbish Bench on the Triangle at the top of Woodlands Park     

10 High Street/Church Lane Footpath Clear the Footpath of weeds     

11 Mayfield Road Refurbish Bench at Front of Mayfield, 

Weed and refurbish small Graden 

    

12 Dodford Lane/Fairway Public Footpath Clean the Footpath of weeds     

13 Thornton Road/Fairway Footpath Clean the Footpath of weeds     

14 Thornton Road Area of Hedge to cut back     

15 Wellbrook Way Noticeboard ς Create Base and remove fence to allow access to Noticeboard     
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# Location Action Disposal Owner 

16 Wellbrook Way Remove Fence on the path side of the hedge on the Green Space on corner     

17 Oakington Bridge/Oakington Road Clean-up and identify work that may be needed     

18 Across Village Asset Management ς New Software to identify and label GPC Assets     

19 Across Village Photo of each Girton Street Sign, identify signs that are broken and need replacing.  Identify 

Graffitti 

    

20 Across Village Find Volunteers to water Flower Tubs, litter pick     

21 Across Village Weekly Play Area inspections:  Weavers Field & Recreation Ground to add to Wellbrook Way     

22 Across Village Street Co-ordinator Volunteers to identify and report issues with Potholes, Graffiti, activate 

emergency plan 

    

23 Across Village May align with the above ς reinvigorate Neighbourhood Watch volunteers     

24 Deferred: Pavilion Await conclusion of Pavilion Refurbishment Suggestions     
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Committee Full Council 

Name of project 24FC/113.11 PAVILION OFFICE REFURBISHMENT 

Primary Reason for project The pavilion office is dirty, tired and dated. The furniture needs replacement. The 
printer is broken and urgently needs replacing. 
Aim to increase productivity and improve working environment. 

Description of project 1 ς Kevin to paint all walls and woodwork. 
2 ς Angie to supply and carry out carpet cleaning. 
3 ς Replace current office desk (and chairs) with a space saving adaptable large round 
meeting style table to allow daily staff use and committee meetings 
4 ς Purchase new printer (with A3/scanner)  

Capital sum requested UP TO £2,000.00 
Paint ς Up to £100 plus Parish Ranger times 
Carpet cleaning ς FREE! 
Table and Chairs ς Used: £1,254.00 (inc. VAT) / New: £1,546.80 (inc. VAT) 
Officejet Printer ς Up to £350.00 
Rental option for printer - £40/month 
Table and Chairs will be retained in any refurbished or extended office space. 

Ongoing revenue (if any) per 
year 

Rental income?  
Savings on external printing 
Part exchange of existing furniture - (£50) 
Sale of existing office chairs x2 ς (TBCD) 

Ongoing costs per year BUYING A PRINTER: (recommended): £350.00 

Ink Costs ς Up to 700 pages - £25.49/month 

Printer Care Plan - £44.35 total for 3-year plan 

LEASING A PRINTER:  

£40/MONTH (5-year lease plan) plus price per print ς mono 0.0036p per page and 
colour 3.6p per print 

Status of Project Request to be presented to Full Council on 13th November 2024 

Other comments/information The printer, table and chairs are on Black Friday offers! 
Expiring on 30th November 2024 
 
Continue to support local businesses and committees by offering printing services for 
advertisements and by offering a meeting space, available for hire. 
 
Furniture links in supporting paper. My recommendation is to purchase the second-
hand furniture package; it includes a discount and collection on existing desks. It is 
excellent quality and superior to the online shops offerings. I have been to view the 
taōƭŜ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ Ψŀǎ ƴŜǿΩ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ 

Presented by Angie Vidler ς Facilities Manager 
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24FC/113.12 Appointment of Legal Advice for Girton Parish Council for Heads of Terms to 

be submitted to UKPN.  

September 2024  Approved Minute (Extract) 

 
Note: The Full September 2024 Minutes are now approved in the subsequent October 2024 meeting and 
can be found below: 

Girton-Parish-Council-@Full-Council-Approved-Minutes-18th-September-2024-at-7pm.pdf [girton-
cambs.org.uk] 

 

Extract from Email from UKPN 
I can now draft initial Heads of Terms for the deed of easement for your review and consideration agreeing 
the equipment to be undergrounded across the Parish Council owned land.  

This will require solicitor representation on behalf of the Parish Council to deal with the legal documentation, 
so I would be grateful if you could please provide me with the details of your nominated legal representation.  

Once the HOTs are drafted, I will forward onto yourselves for review, and we can go from there. 

If you have any questions on this matter, please do let me know and I would be happy to assist.  

 

Asset Management Surveyor EPN  

Property & Consents at UK Power Networks 

 

 

Note: Quotes for Legal Work ς Not yet received. 

LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ .ƛǊƪŜǘǘΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘhis afternoon (13/11/2024) 

24FC/089.10 Council to approve request from UK Power Networks 

 

Debate Highlights: Council happy to consider and enter negotiation with UK Power 

Networks regarding having underground cables on GPC land further to request by 

email from UKPN.  This issue also affects the residents on the bungalow at the 

Recreation Ground. 

 

Approval:  Cllr Carney proposed. Cllr Brown seconded.  Unanimous Approval. 

Approved 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.girton-2Dcambs.org.uk_wp-2Dcontent_uploads_2024_10_Girton-2DParish-2DCouncil-2D-40Full-2DCouncil-2DApproved-2DMinutes-2D18th-2DSeptember-2D2024-2Dat-2D7pm.pdf&d=DwMFAg&c=dtNsJijI3wFkob4AZmdtKuktkI3weK_Sz_u9gR40gzs&r=9WSXVgMrilIgVzrbiKCZZdvbTrgp0xqhFU0ON5HPCPV-e6Xuyuf8okqN8YdyC237&m=ZdOvhy_bR5zQ7RQtCaJWJP1onkCjWBvonnVdgVpPxCRX4getg4LJHFAuec_5jDWx&s=CvipcsZoS2ghb6NIcsU-4wxzqZo2JOk_eaILqV8sVKI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.girton-2Dcambs.org.uk_wp-2Dcontent_uploads_2024_10_Girton-2DParish-2DCouncil-2D-40Full-2DCouncil-2DApproved-2DMinutes-2D18th-2DSeptember-2D2024-2Dat-2D7pm.pdf&d=DwMFAg&c=dtNsJijI3wFkob4AZmdtKuktkI3weK_Sz_u9gR40gzs&r=9WSXVgMrilIgVzrbiKCZZdvbTrgp0xqhFU0ON5HPCPV-e6Xuyuf8okqN8YdyC237&m=ZdOvhy_bR5zQ7RQtCaJWJP1onkCjWBvonnVdgVpPxCRX4getg4LJHFAuec_5jDWx&s=CvipcsZoS2ghb6NIcsU-4wxzqZo2JOk_eaILqV8sVKI&e=
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24FC/113.15: Council to note pay award granted by  

Local Government Association/NALC for Staff members 

 

See Extract of Announcement below: NALC publishes local government services pay agreement 2024/25 

See Advice note mentioned below: Local government services pay agreement 2024/25 

Note also:  NALC is concerned about costs to parish and town councils from increased employer National Insurance  

 

  

https://www.nalc.gov.uk/resource/nalc-publishes-local-government-services-pay-agreement-24-25.html
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/resource/local-government-services-pay-agreement-2024-25.html
https://www.nalc.gov.uk/resource/nalc-is-concerned-about-costs-to-parish-and-town-councils-from-increased-employer-national-insurance.html
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The Revd Michael Bigg  

Girton Rectory  

42 Church Lane  

Girton CB3 0JP michael@cottonhall.co.uk  

01223 202145 / 07380 809377  

10 September 2024  

Girton Parish Council c/o Yvonne Murray ς 

Clerk  

The Cotton Hall Foundation ï Consultation on change of charitable 
scheme  
  

Dear Yvonne,  

I write to you as Chair of Trustees for the Cotton Hall Foundation to invite comment from Girton Parish Council 

regarding some proposed changes to our Charitable Scheme. GPC are directly affected by the proposed changes and 

so the comments of the Parish Council (positive or negative) are very welcome.  

Changing our Objectives  
The most significant change is to our charitable objectives. The current objectives, which date from 1955, are:  

(1) the promotion of religious education of boys and girls living in the area of benefit [Girton] in accordance 

with the principles and doctrines of the Church of England, including the provision of a Sunday School;  

(2) the advancement of education generally of boys and girls living in the area of benefit; (3)  the 

advancement in life as set out in clause 5 below;  

The trustees may assist persons who are under the age of 25 years, living in the area of benefit, in 

need of financial assistance, and preparing for, entering or engaged in any profession, trade, 

occupation or service, by paying their fees, travelling or maintenance expenses, or by such other 

means for their advancement in life or to enable them to earn their living as the trustees think fit.  

Our proposed new objectives are:  

(1) to prioritize and contribute to the general well-being of children and young people in the area of 

benefit, including the advancement of their cultural, moral, social and religious education, including training in 

life skills; and  

(2) to facilitate activities that promote a general sense of community spirit among residents within the 

area of benefit, including, but not limited to, activities which specifically support the needs of families with 

children, young people, the elderly, people living alone, those living with a disability or with individual 

requirements, as the Trustees see fit.    

The Cotton Hall Foundation, Cambridge Road, Girton, CB3 0PN  

Registered charity no: 311356  

  

The Trustees see the present function of the Charity as essentially that of maintaining, managing and, where 

appropriate, improving the Cotton Hall, an historic building, as an attractive venue for Girton village activities, while 
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ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ άǘŀǊƎŜǘŜŘέ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ 

ŀǎ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅΩǎ ƻōƧŜŎǘǎ όŜΦƎΦ ǘƘŜ {ŎƻǳǘǎΣ tŀǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ¢ƻŘŘƭŜǊ DǊƻǳǇǎύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

Trustees in seeking to update those objects is to bring them more into line with the present function of the Charity. 

Thus, new Object (1) would preserve the general thrust of the current objects, by singling out children and young 

people as beneficiaries, including the promotion of activities that are, in some sense, educational. While new Object 

(2) is designed to bring within the scope of the Charity activities beneficial to the Girton community as a whole.  

Making our endowment expendable  
A second change is that we propose to make our original endowment expendable. Note that we have no plans to 

actually spend our endowment, but we do wish to ensure that we can be suitably flexible with the assets we have 

(and income arising from them).  

Changing the make -up of the Trustee body  
At present, Girton Parish Council have the right to nominate two people to the membership of the Cotton Hall 

trustee body. Girton PCC also has the same right of nomination. Currently we have recorded Asif Mahmood and 

Josie Harries as Parish Council nomineeǎ όŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ŀǘ ŀ tŀǊƛǎƘ 

Council meeting ς if not I would be grateful if the Parish Council could either formally endorse these appointments or 

let me know that they do not).  

A further 4 Trustees may be co-opted by the existing Trustees, and I am a Trustee ex officio because of my position 

as Rector of Girton, making a total of 9.  

hǳǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ƛǎ όŀύ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƻƻ ōƛƎ ŀƴŘ όōύ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

always find it easy to find nominees. We are therefore proposing to reduce the number of Trustees nominated by 

the two nominating bodies to one each.  

  

We are also proposing a few other administrative changes. Attached with this letter is a copy of the proposed new 

charitable scheme with changes from the existing scheme highlighted.  

Our Trustees are meeting on 24th October to formally consider this change. We would be grateful if you could 

respond with any comments by Tuesday 15th October at the latest, if possible.  

With gratitude,  

Michael Bigg  

Chair of Trustees  

The Cotton Hall Foundation, Cambridge Road, Girton, CB3 0PN  

Registered charity no: 311356  
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  Commissioners' References:  
Sealing: 214(s)/00  
Case No: 43931  

)  
SCHEME  

 1.  Definitions  

In this scheme:  

"the area of benefit" means the Parish of Girton.  
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2.  

3. 4.  

  

POWERS OF THE TRUSTEES  

5. Powers of the trustees  

In addition to any other powers which they have, the trustees may exercise the following powers in furtherance of the objects of the charity:  
Commissioners' References: Sealing: 2l4(s)/00 
Case No: 4393 I 

(1)  Power to co-operate with other charities, voluntary bodies and statutory authorities. The trustees may exchange information and advice 

with them.  

..  (2)   Power to make donations to charities whose objects are similar to those of the  
charity.  

(3) Power to raise funds. (The trustees must not undertake any permanent trading  
activity.)  
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(4) Power to insure against public liability and, if appropriate, employers' liability; and to insure the buildings of the charity to their full 

value against fire and all other usual risks (except to the extent that the buildings are insured against any of these risks by a tenant or 

short-term hirer).  

(5) Power to lease any part of the charity's property which is not required for use for the objects of the charity. The trustees must comply 

with the restrictions on disposal imposed by section 36 of the Charities Act 1993, unless the lease is excepted from these restrictions 

by section 36(9)(b) or (c) or section 36(10) of that Act.  

(6) The power to offer discounted short-term tenancy or hire rates for those activities which fall within the charityôs Objects, and further 

preferential rates for those activities which specifically involve working with children and young people, as the trustees see fit.  

(7) Power to make rules and regulations consistent with this scheme for the management of the charity.  

TRUSTEES  
  

0  
6. Trustees  

 (1)  There should be:  

1 ex officio trustee  
2 nominated trustees and 4 co-opted trustees appointed in accordance with clauses 7,8 and 9 below.  

  

Commissioners' References: Sealing: 2l4(s)/00 
Case No: 4393 I 
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7. Ex officio trustee  

(1)  The ex officio trustee will be the Rector for the time being of the benefice of St. 

Andrew, Girton.  

8. 

 

 

9. Co-opted trustees  
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(1) The appointment of a co-opted trustee must be made by the trustees at a special 

meeting called under clause 17 below.  

(2) An appointment may, but need not, be made before the date on which the term  
of office of an existing co-opted trustee comes to an end, to take effect on that date. 

In these circumstances:  

(a) the appointment may not be made more than 3 months before the date on 

which the existing co-opted trustee's term of office is due to end; and  

(b) any co-opted trustee whose term of office is about to come to an end must 

not vote in favour of their own re-appointment.  
(3) Each appointment must be for a term of 4 years.  

10. New trustees  



 

  Commissioners' References:  
Sealing: 214(s)/00  
Case No: 43931  

11.  

12.  

  

13. Termination of trusteeship  

A trustee will cease to be a trustee if he or she:  

(1) is disqualified from acting as a trustee by section 72 of the Charities Act 1993; or  

(2) is not an ex officio trustee and is absent without the permission of the trustees 

from all their meetings held within a period of 12 months and the trustees resolve 

that his or her office be vacated; or  

(3) gives not less than one month's notice in writing of his or her intention to resign 

(but only if at least 3 trustees will remain in office when the notice of resignation 

is to take effect).  

OFFICERS  

14. Chairman  
(1) At their first ordinary meeting in each year the trustees must elect one of their 

number to be chairman of their meetings.  

(2) The trustees present at a meeting must elect one of their number to chair the 

meeting if the chairman is not present or the office of chairman is vacant.  

The trustees must give each new trustee, on their first appointment:  

(1)  a copy of this scheme and any amendments made to it;  

(2)  a copy of the charity's latest report and statement of accounts.  

Register of trustees  
 
(1) The trustees must keep a register of the name and address of every trustee and the dates 

on which their terms of office begin and end. Every trustee must sign the register 

before acting as a trustee, whether on their first appointment or on any later re-
appointment.  

(2) The trustees must promptly report any vacancy in the office of nominated trustee to 
the Council entitled to appoint the trustee.  

 
Trustees not to have a personal interest  
Except with the prior written approval of the Commissioners no trustee may: 

(1)  receive any benefit in money or in kind from the charity; or  

(2) have a financial interest in the supply of goods or services to 

the charity; or  

(3) acquire or hold any interest in property of the charity (except in order to hold it 

as a trustee of the charity).  
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(3) The notice calling a special meeting must include details of:  

(a) the business to be transacted at the meeting; and  

(b) any amendment to be made to this scheme (under clause 25).  

(4) A special meeting may, but need not, be held immediately before or after an 

ordinary meeting.  
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 18.  Quorum  

(1) Except as provided in sub-clause (2) below, no business may be transacted at a meeting unless at least 3 trustees are present.  

(2) If there are fewer than 3 trustees in office, the trustees may co-opt new trustees under clause 9 to make up that number to 3, 

but they may not do any other business.  

20.  

21.  

  

  

    

    
22.   

  
"  

23.   

 (1)  The trustees must firstly apply:  

(a) the charity's income; and  

  Commissioners' References:  


