
 

 

GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk: Mrs. Yvonne Murray The Pavilion  

Telephone (01223) 618619 Girton Recreation Ground 

Email: Clerk@girton-pc.gov.uk Cambridge Road, Girton 

Website: https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk Cambridge, CB3 0FH 

 

NOTICE of MEETING:   GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL 

MEETING   FULL COUNCIL 

DATE & TIME:   Wednesday 21st January 2026 at 7pm 

VENUE:    Girton Recreation Ground, Cambridge Road Girton 
 

Members: 12  Vacancies: 3  Quorum: 5 
 

MINUTES 
Agenda 

Item 
Item Description Action/ 

Power 

Members: [Eight] Cllr Marshall (Chair), Cllr Bajpai, Cllr Brown, Cllr Hayat, Cllr Muston, Cllr Reeves, Cllr Richards, Cllr 
Tasioulas 

Present: Yvonne Murray (GPC Clerk) 

Members of the Public:  Two plus Cllr Murphy (CCC), Cllr Garvie (SCDC) 

25FC/175 Welcome from the Chair  

Cllr Marshall welcomed everyone to the meeting. He noted that today’s meeting was 
extremely important meeting as per his Chair’s report submitted at the workshop 
held the previous week. 

 

25FC/176 To Receive Apologies and Reasons for Absence 

Cllr Carney (Vice-Chair), Cllr Dickson, Cllr Linton, Cllr Crawley, 

Noted 

25FC/177 Co-option of new Parish Councillors Not Applicable 

25FC/178 Date of next meeting(s): Wednesday, February 11th at 7pm 

Cllr Marshall asked Council to check their diaries to see if they could attend this 
meeting. Everybody confirmed they should be able to attend. GPC Clerk noted her 
disappointment that there were not more members of the public as details of the 
meeting had been sent out to many groups in the village as well as being on all 
noticeboards and village social media. 

Noted 

25FC/179 To Receive Members’ Declarations of Interest and Dispensations - None Noted 

25FC/180 Public Participation – No questions  

25FC/181 To Receive External Reports (for information only)  

25FC/182.1 County Councillor 

 

Cllr Marshall asked Cllr Murphy if she had anything specific to Girton that she 
might like to highlight?  Anything extra to raise. 

 

Cllr Murphy had a number of items to raise ranging from Potholes and a lot of 
work currently ongoing at CCC to complete this year’s budget.  

 

25FC/182.2 District Councillors 

 

Cllr Garvie noted that Girton Social Club had submitted their grant application 
for meet the deadline.   Cllr Marshall noted that Girton Social Club had submitted 

 

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/
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a bid for SCDC High Street Grant, similar to the one submitted by The George 
Inn. 

25FC/182.3 Girton Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Andrew Muston, Lead for Girton’s Neighbourhood Plan confirmed that his report 
this month was the same as that submitted for Girton Parish News. He noted 
that Girton’s Neighbourhood Plan had become a bit of a moving target due to 
the submission of the draft local plan.  He highlighted the meeting which had 
been held at the pavilion at Girton Recreation Ground on Monday 19th January 
by South Cambs Planning to answer questions on draft local plan.  
He noted this meeting had added to the feedback the NP Plan team wished to 
submit before the deadline of the draft local plan consultation of 30th January.   

 

He noted that the SCDC meeting had been attended by a number of residents 
from Fairway due to the planning permission requested by Girton Golf Club for 
the existing practice land. He gave an outline of the houses under that planning 
application.  

 

Cllr Marshall noted the amazing amount of work completed by the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  He noted the opportunity for GPC and Neighbourhood 
Plan meeting to work together to submit comments about Girton to the draft 
local plan team.  He said he found the work carried out and the collaboration on 
the local plan very helpful. 

 

GPC Clerk asked Andrew Muston if he had got to the bottom of where the 90 
houses in the draft local plan were to be situated in Girton?  Andrew Muston 
noted that GCP were not allocating any sites in the original parish of Girton. 90 
houses allocated had no specific sites confirmed.  There were sites proposed by 
landowners, but none had been directly allocated in the plan. 

 

Cllr Marshall noted that CCC owned land could be offered to ‘This Land’ for 
potential development.  Andrew Muston noted that of the HELA sites, there was 
nothing about allocation of land to any specific developer.  Cllr Murphy noted a 
review on use of CCC land. 

 

Andrew Muston noted it would be really useful if any CCC land could be notified 
to the Parish Council if it was available for development. 

 

Cllr Hayat asked Cllr Murphy about CCC budget and cost-savings.  He noted that 
in the previous meeting it had been stated that perhaps debt would be handed 
down to the Parish Council.  Cllr Murphy noted that it would be hoped that CCC 
could call on their reserves rather than pass on debt to Parish Council.  CCC noted 
that the budget this year was the most complex it had ever been due to Local 
Government Reorganisation.  Cllr Hayat noted the worry that debt may be 
passed to Paish Level.  Cllr Murphy noted there should not be any unreasonable 
amounts passed time. 

 

Cllr Hayat also noted the programme to roll out 40,000 streetlights.  He noted 
for the last few years the light quality had not been fit for purpose, not bright 
enough with dark patches.  Cllr Murphy asked for feedback to confirm if the 
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lights were not bright enough in particular areas.  Cllr Hayat noted the light 
quality in Woodlands Park was poor and Cllr Muston noted Thornton Road.  Cllr 
Muston noted the case of a neighbour who was no longer happy walking down 
the road in the evening at Girton.  She noted many parts of Girton do not feel 
safe. 

 

Cllr Marshall noted GPC should provide feedback on any poor-quality lighting. 

 

GPC Clerk asked if the lights could be monitored for quality ahead of feedback 
being required.  Cllr Reeves noted they had already been put in place, and they 
could not confirm the quality until post implementation. 

 

She also noted the weight of the comments received from the teams of Girton 
Parish Council and Neighbourhood Plan team working together to submit 
comments on the draft Local Plan. 

 
Cllr Muston noted she was shocked to hear the Bell Language School had closed 
down. She asked if CCC had considered the effect on smaller local businesses 
and local economy.   In education generally, she noted the extra funding that 
CCC needed to include funding for SEND especially as state schools did not have 
the funding. 

 

Cllr Marshall noted some interesting items had been raised on the external 
reports.  

25FC/183 To Approve Minutes of Girton Parish Council Full Council Meetings: 18th December 
2025 

 

Approval: Proposed: Cllr Muston. Seconded: 6 in Favour. 4 Abstentions. 

Approved 

25FC/184 Matters arising from Previous Meetings (for information only) To Note 

25FC/184.1 Action List   

25FC/184.2 Any other Matters arising – A chance to raise any comments/concerns on 
previous agenda items 

 

25FC/185 To Approve Finance and Resource Management For Decision 

25FC/185.1 To note payment of accounts under delegated approval.  Noted 

25FC/185.2 To Approve payment of outstanding accounts due 

 

GPC noted that all payments had been made.  She highlighted the significant 
amounts paid to Print-Out for Council’s attention.  This included requests for 
payments submitted late including prints for Feast, Annual Parish Meeting 2025.  
She also noted a very high gas bill due to issues with floor in hall rising. Survey 
for Groundsman Compound.  APP for weekly/monthly Playground inspections.  
Work on Legionella.  

 

Approval: Cllr Marshall proposed. Cllr Brown seconded. Unanimous Approval. 

Approved 

25FC/185.3 To Receive a report from Facilities Manager on Amounts paid in 
 
GPC Clerk noted that Angie Vidler, Facilities Manager could not attend this 
evening.  She noted her report (first one) on the Income report. She noted this 
report would be included for us going forward. She noted that maintenance and 

Noted 
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regular monitoring of the MUGA was now underway and the significant increase 
in hall bookings due to one-to-one tutor sessions. This type of letting would be 
supported by proposal of Pavilion extension/refurbishment. Also, the Christmas 
lights and contribution to the village benchmarks by families who had sponsored 
benches in the first place and were requesting and then sponsoring village 
benches. Cllr Marshall thanked Angie for her report. 

 

GPC Clerk also noted the new report of items over £500 were now being 
published as per guidelines. The first report published on the website held items 
back to 1st April 2025. This was an improvement in Governance for GPC. GPC 
Clerk noted that she would also be talking to Cllr Muston about tightening the 
process for approving invoices from next month. 

25FC/186 Business items requiring a decision, or consideration by the Council  For Decision 

25FC/186.1 2026-2027 Precept: Girton Parish Council to consider and approve 
recommendation to request precept for 2026-2027 from South Cambridgeshire 
District Council at £266,111 (Band D £114.24), representing the ~19% increase 
scenario, an increase of £18.24 on a Band D house. 

 

This appears to be the first financially sustainable option that fully funds existing & 
new recurring duties without reliance on reserves. 

 

For simplicity and clarity for residents, this may be rounded to Band D £115.00, which 
would increase the total yield to approximately £267,881 (an uplift of about £1,770 
versus £266,111) & does not change the sustainability assessment or the 
recommendation. 

 

Approval of Amendment: Cllr Reeves proposed. Cllr Marshall seconded. Unanimous 
Approval. 

 

Amendment Approval: Cllr Reeves proposed. Cllr Marshall seconded. 6 in Favour.  1 
in Abstention. 1 Against. 

 

*Amendment: to request a 2026-2027 from South Cambridgeshire District Council 
at £268,346.88 (Band D £115.20), representing the ~20% increase scenario, an 
increase of £19.20 on a Band D house. 

 

 

Debate Highlights: 

Cllr Marshall noted that Cllr Muston’s Finance report was helpful and asked if she 
would read it out for Council’s understanding. This report included the precept yield 
at both ~19% increase scenario and ~50% increase scenario. She noted that the 50% 
raise was a bold but rationale step to allow GPC to support the village. 

 

Cllr Muston noted that many residents were not aware of the meaning of the 
precept. She read the entire report which can be found here: https://www.girton-
cambs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Finance-and-HR-Committee-Report.pdf 

She also noted in her report details of the Parish Council elections in 2026 and how 
important involvement of the wider community was to our village. 

 

Approved 

https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Finance-and-HR-Committee-Report.pdf
https://www.girton-cambs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Finance-and-HR-Committee-Report.pdf
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She noted she was open to the decision about what happened in the precept raise 
this evening. Cllr Marshall thanked Cllr Muston for her consistent submission of 
reports. He noted the ambitious workload targets that GPC had for our village and he 
highlighted that a 19% rise in the precept worked out at a rise of £2.20 per household 
per week. To go to 50% takes the raise up to £2.77 per household per week. An extra 
57p per week. He asked Council to bear in mind the extremely ambitious targets that 
GPC had and how did we choose the right amount. He asked if GPC were the right 
council to use any additional money to the optimum. He asked if we were up to the 
task. He felt that the quality of the work that Girton received was outstanding and 
noted the long-term vision of the council. He believed that Girton already received 
exceptional value for money. He then moved to consider the rise for 2026/2027 
Financial year. 

 

He asked GPC Clerk to run through the possibilities. 

 

GPC Clerk presented the slides from the workshop and further improvements made 
in the last week. She noted that the Full Council meeting had been moved back one 
week to allow a workshop to be held on the previous Wednesday which the 
community could hear.  

 

She noted the concerns in that meeting that more transparency was needed on plans 
by GPC. She also noted that information on the proposed precept rise had been sent 
to Rec Users and many other organisations in the village. She had hoped as a result 
there would be more people attending this evening. 

 

She also noted that the Village Facebook group with GPC support had increased from 
484 people on 21st October 2021 to 4,150 people at this point in time. This allowed 
much more transparency of information shared in this forum. 
She presented the infographic from last year compiled by Chris Gooch to highlight 
the additional £3.87 per annum per household for 2025/2026 Financial year. 
She also noted the work in the village over the last year including the recruitment of 
the Parish Ranger to support both the REC and the Village of Girton. 
She compared the decision to be made at Girton with other villages including Histon 
& Impington who had frozen their reserves and Cottenham who had decreased their 
precept per Band D house by £4.60 and Shelford who were raising their precept per 
Band D house by 9%. 

 

She then ran through the options for Girton for the 2026/2027 Financial year. Freeze, 
5%, 19% (5% for existing operations, 14% for continuous improvement) and finally 
50%, which covered items on our wish list for 26/27. She noted that Girton did not 
have a strategic plan, did not have the General Power of Competency, and did not 
have a CILCA qualified clerk. The list of items on which we would spend money is 
available. She asked whether we should move to 50% or to take a year to involve the 
community in what and how improvements of the scale of Girton’s Great Plan should 
be moved forward (or not) should be made whilst we trained for CILCA, aimed for 
General Power of Competency. She noted that her recommendation as Clerk/RFO 
was 19% to pay for the phased wish list and to train and to work with the community 
to drive improvement. She noted the risk of Local Government Reorganisation 
requiring Parish Councils to have more money to support their community. She also 
noted the need for community engagement like you had never seen before. Finally, 
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she gave an outline of the work required to consider 2027/2028 precept rise with the 
community during this year.  

 

She highlighted the requirement to round up to £115 per annum and noted before 
finishing that Girton Parish Council was a council that debated and she knew their 
debate would be robust in deciding the precept options for 2026/2027. 

 

Cllr Marshall noted Thanks to the Clerk and the Council for the volume of work carried 
out this year to present the precept options for Girton. 

 

Cllr Muston noted that she wants to hear what all other Councillors feel.  

 

Cllr Hayat noted he had given lot of thought to the precept options post last week’s 
workshop focusing on the 19% rise or the 50%. He confirmed his view was there were 
a number of things that needed to be taken into consideration. He noted the 
possibility of being brave and raising the amount of precept by 50%. His view is that 
when anyone looks at a Council tax increase, he felt they would look at the % and 
compared that with inflation. From his perspective, GPC should consider carefully the 
19% recommendation made by the Clerk/RFO and the clear items of expenditure for 
that increase. He did not feel we had robust information to support an additional rise 
of 50%. 

 

He noted the amount of work that Clerk/RFO had put into this exercise especially this 
year which may be a stepping stone for next year with an even more robust fully 
costed plan which had been shared with our community throughout 2026. He felt 
that the 50% was ‘too braver’ a step without a costed plan. 

 

Cllr Marshall thanked everyone for being prepared to challenge and debate the 
options this year. He asked if anyone else had anything to share. 

 

Cllr Muston asked Cllr Marshall if he would like to suspend the meeting and ask the 
audience if they had any comments.  

 

Cllr Hayat asked SCDC and CCC if they had any information on their budget that might 
assist Girton Parish Council in setting their precept. Cllr Richard Stobart said there 
was nothing official to share but could take the question away for consideration by 
SCDC. Cllr Muston noted the difficulty and some frustration regarding Parish Council’s 
making informed decisions when other levels of Local Government did not share their 
bigger picture information. 

 

Cllr Marshall noted that he felt that GPC went 100% out of our way to communicate 
information to all residents. He noted that he had asked residents to attend this 
important Full Council, but no one had attended. He noted that Community 
Engagement was incredibly challenging. However, the open and transparent 
approach would remain. There was a discussion on importance of information from 
SCDC on their precept raise. Cllr Muston asked our Local Councillors to take back the 
request for a joined-up precept process to their leaders. 

 

Cllr Reeves asked if we could round up the 19% increase to 20%. He noted that 
personally everyone he had spoken to about GPC plans had been quite enthusiastic. 
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He personally felt GPC could support a 50% increase and that we had been proactive 
in presenting the plans at many different events. He felt that the plan had been 
consistently presented and funding was needed for that. He did, however, think that 
to bring ‘everyone’ with us in the village and we were not yet at that point. Therefore, 
he would be happier to go to with a raise of closer to the 19%. 

 

*Amendment proposed by Cllr Reeves to round up precept to 20% taking into 
account Cllr Hayat’s point about %.  

 

Cllr Marshall noted this was less than the cost of a bar of chocolate or 1/3 pint of 
beer. Cllr Brown noted you get what you pay for. She also referred to discussion on 
Local Government raises and noted the importance of having transparency around 
that as Parish Councils made their decisions. Cllr Brown felt that she would support 
20% raise. She noted the importance of local government working together.Cllr 
Stobart read out some detail available on SCDC budget.  

 

Cllr Marshall noted he would appreciate a more joined up approach on budget setting 
with other levels of Local Government. Cllr Murphy noted that ideas on working 
together across levels of local government around finance strategy would be 
welcomed.  

 

Cllr Marshall asked Council to make final points:  

Cllr Hayat noted the importance of a fully costed plan 

Andrew Muston noted  

• danger of comparison  

• stress on people with lower income of a large raise. 

• Need for community engagement. 

 

He gave final word to GPC Clerk who noted her agreement with Cllr Brown that we 
should be transparent.  However, she noted that three years ago we would not be 
able to put together such a comprehensive budget as we did not have the data and 
understanding.  She noted that now we are working with Local Government and 
there are many items on the agenda to prove that.  (Pavements are for People, Active 
Travel, High Street Grant).  Debating with people with respect leads to better results. 

 

Cllr Marshall noted that the most important thing is that GPC can have an open 
debate about important items like we did tonight to come to a conclusion that best 
serves our community.  He noted it had been a great debate. 

 

Cllr Marshall reinstated the meeting.  

 

GPC Clerk read out the amendment raised by Cllr Reeves (See motion above). 

25FC/186.2 Girton Parish Council to considers & approves in principle drawing from reserves 
for Phase 1 & Phase 2 Major Community Projects (Groundsman Compound and 
Cricket Relocation), subject to compliance with JPAG proper practices, alignment to 
the Strategic Plan and SAPPP lens, & returning to Full Council for final approval once 
firm costs, funding sources, delivery plan, risk mitigations and procurement route are 
confirmed. No reserve drawdown will occur until that final decision. 

 

Approved 
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Approval: Cllr Marshall proposed. Cllr Brown seconded. Unanimous Approval 

 

 

Debate Highlights: 

GPC Clerk noted the reason this consideration is in principle because GPC would look 
at as many grants, crowd funding etc so that money was not withdrawn from reserves 
if possible. She highlighted the Health & Safety needs as the primary reason for 
moving these two phases of Girton’s Great Plan forward. 

Cllr Marshall highlighted the need to get these two phases underway so that this 
project progresses. 

Cllr Hayat noted the risk of wiping out existing ear-marked reserves. He felt these 
reserves were put aside for the pavilion.  In principle he agreed with the move of the 
cricket and the groundsman’s compound.  He was concerned by funding via reserves 
and would like to consider an amendment in phase 1 to undertake this work it should 
be done without eating into the reserves. 

GPC noted that Cricket Relocation needed to be approved by February for it to 
happen this year as spring was the best timing for this project.   

Cllr Muston felt that if Council kept delaying then we would continue to do this.  
However, she felt our community would see these phases as much needed.  She felt 
we had a good proposal but how much more could be done to improve these phases 
of the projects. 

Cllr Marshall noted that he was the chair of the Pavilion Refurbishment Task and 
Finish Group.  He noted that the pavilion had been turned into storage for the 
outdoor sport and groundsman equipment.  The longer we defer emptying the 
Pavilion of these items, the amount of refurbishment that can be done on the pavilion 
will be minimal.  At the moment the Pavilion and the huge amount of storage are 
interlinked.  The Compound allows us to move away from that.  The Compound 
should be seen as part of the process. 

Cllr Hayat agree the phases and the orders.  He noted and appreciated the need for 
improvements in Health & Safety for both these phases.  In principle he was happy 
to dip into the Reserves but noted the important need to replenish these reserves. 

Cllr Muston noted that GPC were losing money as we delayed with costs going up all 
the time.  She noted Girton’s Great Plan is out there and initial feedback is that it had 
been well received.  She agreed that grants and additional methods of funding was a 
priority. The new role approved under the precept rise would help secure such 
funding. She noted that these phases supported the following phases. 

Cllr Bajpai asked where the costs for Girton’s Great Plan was coming from?  GPC Clerk 
noted that the costs provided by Wilby & Burnett were coming from the BCIS 
database.  She noted that we would be looking to go out to tender and lower the 
costs as well as identify additional areas of funding.  She noted that if GPC wished to 
delay, she would be fine to defer and tighten the Business case if Council required.  
This would not put the timeline at risk.  She had been reaching out to ECB and 
Cambridgeshire Cricket for the funding support and would continue to do so.  This 
project could be delayed a month however that would be the limit if we wished to 
start this year. 

 

Key Items to note: 

• Cllr Hayat noted that he was happy to proceed as long as GPC intended to 
replenish the reserves. 
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• Cllr Marshall noted that the Cricket Relocation and Groundsman Compound are 
vital parts of the Pavilion Refurbishment. 

• GPC Clerk noted that extensive Community Engagement would be needed and 
a tight plan with a significant precept rise or community fund-raising to 
replenish the Ear-marked reserves.   

• GPC committed to replenish the reserves as a priority. 

 

GPC Clerk noted the importance of the decisions being taken in this meeting. 

 

Cllr Marshall asked the Councillors if they approved extending the meeting for an 
additional 30 minutes.  A show of hands confirmed they were happy to extend.  

25FC/186.3 Girton Parish Council to consider and approve the new items included within the 
draft 2026/27 budget, as set out in the accompanying budget papers, noting that: 

• Items have been costed using the Council’s prepared figures for 2026/27. 

• All new recurring items form part of the Council’s operational responsibilities 
for 2026/27. 

• All one-off items will be funded on a reserves-first basis where eligible, in line 
with JPAG proper practices; and 

• Implementation of each item will remain subject to procurement, capacity 
and risk-management steps as required. 

The Council further notes that any changes will return to Full Council before 
commitment. 

 

Approval: Cllr Marshall proposed. Cllr Muston seconded. Unanimous Approval 

 

Debate Highlights: 

Cllr Marshall thanked Clerk for her work on this initiative.  

GC Clerk noted that this item was for decision not to Note as originally on the agenda. 

GPC Clerk showed the budget items as had already been shared with Council showing 
recurring new spend and one-off new spend.  She also noted the 20% precept raise 
covered the phased wish-list items for 26/27.  The spreadsheets showing the budget 
had been available since Monday 19th January. 

She noted the improvement in itemisation of the budget to compare with our actual 
spend and a plan for a fully costed budget for the 27/28 Financial year.  She also noted 
that Ear-marked reserves had not been topped up for a number of years. 

Approved 

25FC/186.4 Girton Parish Council to consider and approve a 5% increase to Recreation User 
Charges (including sports pitch hire, pavilion hire, hall hire and associated fees) for 
the 2026/27 financial year, with the updated Fees & Charges Schedule to take effect 
at the start of each 2026/2027 season for each sport. 

 

The Clerk and Facilities Manager is authorised to implement and publish the revised 
schedule, maintaining concessionary and community-rate arrangements where 
previously approved. 
 
Approval: Cllr Hayat proposed. Cllr Marshall seconded. Unanimous Approval. 

 

Debate Highlights: 

GPC Clerk noted that Angie, our Facilities Manager, wished to change MUGA and 
Tennis to rise by 10% due to the cost of the expense of lights during the evening. 

Deferred 
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Cllr Marshall asked if we could raise the Sports users charge across the board by 10%.  
GPC Clerk noted that conversation with the Users had not been had yet.  However, 
she noted that these conversations should be had for next year as we advance 
Girton’s Great Plan 

Cllr Hayat raised a radical thought as to whether the Sports users should be raised by 
20% in line with the precept rise. 

GPC Clerk showed an increase under 20% using her charges spreadsheets.  A 20% rise 
would increase e.g. Cricket for Senior team from £98.70 to £118.44 (£19.74 Increase) 
price for each member of £10.77. 

Cllr Hayat noted that we were asking our community to improve facilities for our Rec 
users.  GPC Clerk noted that to put up Rec users by 20% would need a discussion with 
them, it would not be fair to do so.  Cllr Marshall noted the amount of work to 
increase our understanding of the requirements of our Rec Users. 

Cllr Reeves asked why lights were so expensive.  Were they all LED?  Could a 50% 
increase be spent on new cost-savings lights. 

Cllr Muston noted she would support a deferral.  She really liked the fact these 
discussions were being held to improve our facilities. 

Cllr Marshall asked GPC Clerk and Facilities Manager to have that discussion. 

Cllr Reeves noted a point against the 20% comparing FOGG costs which were kept 
lower to support wellbeing of our community and rec users.   

25FC/186.5 Girton Parish Council to consider and approve amendment Section 6.9 of the Girton 
Parish Council Financial Regulations (2025), increasing the Clerk/RFO delegated 
authority operational payment limit from £500 to £1,000 (excluding VAT), within an 
agreed budget. The amended text shall read: 

“The Clerk/RFO shall have delegated authority to authorise payments only in the 
following circumstances: 

• any payments of up to £1,000 excluding VAT, within an agreed budget.” 
This amendment shall take effect immediately and the published Financial 
Regulations shall be updated accordingly. 

 
Approval: Cllr Muston proposed. Cllr Bajpai seconded. Unanimous Approval. 

 

Debate Highlights: 

Cllr Muston noted she had raised this many times and this has now come back to 
Council.  She noted that costs have risen, and she believed this amount allowed GPC 
Clerk to get on with her job. 

Approved 

25FC/186.6 Girton Parish Council to consider and approve support of the development of the 
Community Buildings District Forum led by Cambridgeshire ACRE and agrees that 
the Girton Pavilion should take part in this local networking group. The Council 
recognises that the forum offers practical support, shared learning and stronger 
connections with neighbouring halls, which will benefit the long-term running and 
sustainability of our community building(s). The Council therefore authorises the 
Clerk and Girton Parish Council Chair to attend forum meetings and engage with the 
project. 

 

Approval: Cllr Marshall proposed. Cllr Reeves seconded. Unanimous Approval. 

 

Debate Highlights: 

Approved 
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GPC Clerk noted this new initiative led by Cambridgeshire Acre, who have been a 
great support to Crafty Folk. 

No money is required.   

Cllr Marshall noted how impressed he was with Cambridgeshire Acre. 

25FC/186.7 Girton Parish Council to consider and approve the Council’s formal response to the 
South Cambridgeshire District Council / Greater Cambridge Local Plan consultation, 
as circulated to Members. The Clerk is instructed to submit the approved response 
to SCDC by the stated deadline of 5pm on Friday 30 January 2026. 

 

Approval: Cllr Marshall proposed. Cllr Reeves seconded. Unanimous Approval. 

 

Debate Highlights: 

GPC Clerk/RFO to work with Andrew Muston, Neighbourhood Plan Team lead to 
submit comments on draft Local Plan. 

Approved 

25FC/186.8 Girton Parish Council to consider and approve next steps in the ‘Pavements are for 
People’ initiative. 

 

Approval: Cllr Reeve proposed. Cllr Brown seconded. Unanimous Approval. 

 

Debate Highlights: 

GPC Clerk gave outline of paper and the GPC support amount in budget. 

CCC Highways have given GPC approval to send letter, keep CCC informed. 

CCC Highways will enforce if needed. 

Cllr Reeves noted the need for the poster to show how wide some of the hedges were 
in the village. 

Approved 

25FC/186.9 Girton Parish Council to follow up with CCC Highways to discuss the speed bumps on 
Oakington Road and to report back at February 11th Full Council. 

 

Debate Highlights 

GPC Clerk in discussion with Oakington/Westwick Parish Council and CCC Highways 
Project Manager to initiate a meeting initially between two Parish Councils. 

Cllr Brown and Cllr Muston noted the speed decrease on Oakington Road. 

Noted 

25FC/187 To Receive Council Reports and updates from GPC Committees & Working Groups 
(For information only) 

Noted 

25FC/187.1 Clerk’s Report  

25FC/187.2 Chair’s Report  

25FC/187.3 Girton Together (Convener: Stuart Marshall)   

25FC/187.4 Local Nature Recovery Working Group (Convener: Alison Giles)  

25FC/187.5 Girton Green Spaces (Convener: To be Confirmed)  

25FC/187.6 Girton Sport & Recreation Facilities (Convener: Nas Hayat)   

25FC/187.7 Highways & Active Travel (Convener: Dan Carney)  

25FC/187.8 Planning Committee (Chair: Dan Carney)  

25FC/187.9 Finance & Resource Management Committee (Chair: Ann Muston)  

25FC/187.10 HR Committee (to include CAPALC Report) (Chair: Ann Muston)  

25FC/188 Council to receive Correspondence 

1. Weavers Field play area – when will that be back in action for the children? 
2. Can we look at replacement of all the trees in Woodlands Park 

Noted 



 

 

Agenda 
Item 

Item Description Action/ 

Power 

3. Cllr Marshall raised the issue of dog poo being put into Post Boxes as well as 
smashed lightbulbs. 

4. Discussion on poor lighting at Woodlands Park and Thornton Road. 

25FC/189 Public Participation – Not Applicable.  

25FC/190 Council to consider and approve authorisation for the Clerk to prepare and publish 
a summary of decisions and updates from this meeting, in accordance with the 
Council’s communication policy. 

This will enable timely and transparent dissemination of meeting outcomes via the 
Council’s Website, Facebook, and X (formerly Twitter), supporting public engagement 
and accountability. 

 

Approval: Cllr Reeves proposed. Cllr Marshall seconded. Unanimous Approval. 

 

Approved 

25FC/191 Date of next meeting(s): Wednesday, February 11th at 7pm Noted 

Meeting Ended: 9.25pm 

 


