Cambridge
Growth
Company

Cambridge Growth Company
conversation with

South Cambridgeshire

Town and Parish Council Network

4 February 2026




[t1s essential that the bene

f1ts o

I growth are
felt by existing communities. Greater

Cambridge must become an exemplar tor
sustainable development and placem aking,
a model for growth that sets the bar tor how

OUr clities, towns and villages adapt to new

challenges and seize opportunities.
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Context: commitments

Matthew Pennycook MP
AMinister of State

. . . o MI rl iEtI’}f ﬂf Hﬂu Siﬂg, Ministry of Housing,
* Established by government as interim delivery body to help Looal Government Communits &
I l " Mayor Dr Nik Johnson ‘:mmefFr"'tEmF""g
unlock Greater Cambridge’s full economic potential by ol sy Condon SW1P 4DF
Lucy Nethsingha

addressing barriers to growth Mike Davey

Elisa Meschini

23 August 2024

* Listen and take a thoughtful approach to sustainable, inclusive .
growth — building upon what is already in train locally and REALISING THE FULL POTENTIAL OF GREATER CAMBRIDGE

re io n a ” Over the past year Cambridge has been at the centre of debates about economic growth,

g y productivity, housing delivery and infrastructure provision. These issues are key priorities for the
Government as we work to boost prosperity and living standards across the UK. | am therefore
writing to set out the approach we will take, working with local partners, to support the sustainable
growth of Cambndge.

® Recognise ‘the ConStrain‘tS in ‘the area are na‘tiona”y Significa n‘t, We believe that the recent focus on Cambridge and its untapped economic poiential are entirely

wamanted. The city's strengths in knowledge-intensive businesses and its unigue innovation
. ° . . . . ecosystem are well documented, with strong connections between investors. researchers.
a n d p rl O rl tl S e | n fra St ru Ct u re fl rSt to | n C re a S e p ro S p e rl ty businesses and local govemment. The economic growth of Cambridge has been a phenomenal
success and we should seek to maximise the potential contribution that Greater Cambridge could
make to the UK economy.

Cambndge is of course more than an economic assetl. It is home to tightknit communities who

PS \N k | | b " | ! h | I | d d k | " are proud of their city, but justifiably, have some concerns about its future. Success has clearly
O r CO a O ratlve y W It Oca e a e rS a n WO r to a I n come with costs; expensive housing, traffic jams and air pellution are daily concerns for many
residents and risk deterrning those who want to live, work and study in the city. Cambridge is also

n a t i O n a | , r‘e gi O n a | a n d | O Ca | p ri O r‘i t i e S one of the most unequal places in the UK, a sign that the benefits of its economic success have

not been shared by all.

| know that local partners in Greater Cambridge share the Government's high ambitions for

sustainable economic growth. While | recognise that in recent years much has been delivered,

o there remain significant bamiers to realising the area's full potential. The Deputy Prime Minister

¢ Ta ke ea rly a Ctl O n to u n IO Ck Sta | | ed grOWth p | a n S and | are determined to help remove them and overcome the issues that have held up planned
development for essential housing and |laboratory space. The excellent work that has taken place

over recent months has demonstrated what can be done and | would like to take the opportunity

to thank you for your contnbution. Action to tackie water scarcity, for example, has shown what

can be achieved when local authornties, central government and public bodies work in partnership

* Be evidence-led to build confidence in unlocking constraints C—

Greater Cambridge has a vital role to play in this Govermment’s mission to kickstart economic

f O r I O n g_te r‘m d e | ive ra bi | ity growth. However, we realise that many crucial decisions remain to be made about the precise

form that ambitious and high-gquality sustainable growth takes in the area. | am determined that

Eamunece Crom i Smpeny Hyperlink to letter from Housing Minister letter on Greater Cambridge




CGC early activities

- Enabling and accelerating existing

developments

- Developing the evidence base to underpin

an infrastructure-first growth plan

- building upon the emerging Local Plan,
Local Growth Plan and looking towards
emerging Spatial Development

Strategy

- Long-term infrastructure plan to make
the city more livable and increase

prosperity
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9,000 homes
528k sgm
commercial space
Water Scarcity
Group

Addenbrooke’s
acute hospital

£7.2million
Transport Corridor

Initial
£10m +

4 500 homes
£23m
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Sustainable infrastructure

- Water

- Learnings from Cambridge influencing change to national
policy and regulation.

- Water Scarcity Group: supply, demand, treatment and
quality, exploring innovative water interventions.

- Environment and nature
- Applying the Ox-Cam Environment Principles.

- Climate resilient future: scaling achievements, harnessing
expertise for environmental best practice to become
business as usual.

- Transport

- Mass Rapid Transit (SOBC): sustainable and affordable
choices to get from a-to-b efficiently.

- Securing success — viability linked to strong economic
growth. Will report directly into HMT and DAT.
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Securing long-term delivery

OFFICIAL

- Constraints in the area are recognised as a significant
barrier to everyday life and the future potential of the

dlrea

- Opportunity to harness national, regi

government to drive sustainable, inc

onal and local
usive growth

- Right tools to do the job — objectives, powers, funding,
resources, local input, market confidence to leverage

iInnovative public-private investment

- Provide stability and continuity beyond political,

economic and planning cycles
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Cambridge
Growth
Company

A,
place

of
national

and
global

significance.

October 2025

Hyperlink to document: CGC Narrative Oct 2025
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