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1. Purpose of this briefing 
To provide Members with a concise update on current developments relating to Local Government 
Reorganisation (LGR) in Cambridgeshire & Peterborough, with relevant context from Suffolk and 
national guidance, in light of the Government consultation opened on 5 February 2026. 
More detailed information will be added to the new GPC website, intended for launch on 12 February 
2026, subject to Council approval on 11 February 2026 (Agenda Item 202.11).  
 
2. National context (NALC position) 
The National Association of Local Councils (NALC) confirms that Government has renewed its 
commitment to local government reorganisation, as part of national plans to improve efficiency, 
financial sustainability and clarity of structures. [  
Town and parish councils are not restructured through LGR, but the structure of the principal 
authorities we work with may change. 
 
3. Cambridgeshire & Peterborough — the current position (February 2026) 
Government statutory consultation now open 
On 5 February 2026, the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) launched 
the formal statutory consultation on four proposed models for unitary local government across 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.  
Consultation window: 

• Opened: 5 February 2026 
• Closes: 26 March 2026 (23:59)  

Proposals under consideration (submitted 28 November 2025): 
1. Two unitary councils (proposal from Cambridge City, East Cambridgeshire and South 

Cambridgeshire) 
2. Two unitary councils (Cambridgeshire County Council proposal) 
3. Three unitary councils (Huntingdonshire model) 
4. Three unitary councils (Peterborough & Fenland proposal) 

 
These proposals would replace the current two-tier system (County + District/City Councils) with new 
strategic unitary councils. 
Opportunity for parish councils and residents to respond 
The consultation explicitly invites views from: 

• parish and town councils, 
• residents, 
• businesses, 
• voluntary and community organisations. 

 
4. Suffolk — relevant neighbouring developments 
Although Girton is not in Suffolk, updates from the Suffolk Association of Local Councils (SALC) 
indicate the national programme’s pace and direction: 

• Suffolk is in the Government’s priority reorganisation programme, with detailed business 
plans already submitted. 

https://girtonparish-my.sharepoint.com/personal/clerk_girton-pc_gov_uk/Documents/Microsoft%20Copilot%20Chat%20Files/GPC%20-%20Full%20Council%2011_02_2026%20-%20Agenda%20Item%20202.2%20-%20Business%20Case.pdf


• A final decision on whether Suffolk becomes one or three unitary authorities is expected by 
late March 2026. 

• Government has postponed certain 2025–26 local elections to support available capacity for 
LGR transition. 
 

This hints at what future steps could look like for Cambridgeshire. 
 
5. What this means for Girton Parish Council 
a) Change will occur above the parish tier 
Parish councils are not part of the reorganisation process. 
However, we should expect: 

• New relationships with reorganised principal authorities 
• Transitional adjustments in communication channels 
• Possible changes to service interfaces and responsibilities 

b) GPC’s governance improvements position us well 
Recent governance work — including templates and digitisation (202.1), risk framework (202.2–
202.3), ToR alignment (202.6), new website (202.11) and engagement calendars (202.9) — places 
us in a strong position to interact effectively with any new structure. 
c) Consultation responses 
Members may wish to consider whether GPC should make an organisational response to the 
consultation before 26 March 2026. 
d) Community interest 
Residents may seek information or clarification during the consultation window. Clear, accessible 
updates will be published on the new website (subject to approval) and through routine 
communication channels. 
 
6. Further information 
Subject to Council approval on 11 February 2026, GPC intends to publish a dedicated Local 
Government Reorganisation information page on the new website (launch planned for 12 February) 
to support residents and partners with timely, accessible updates. 
 
7. Summary 

• Government has opened the statutory consultation on proposed unitary options for 
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough (5 Feb–26 Mar 2026). 

• Suffolk is approaching the Government’s final decision stage in a parallel process. 
• NALC confirms LGR is a central part of the national agenda for streamlined and sustainable 

local government. 
• GPC’s strengthened governance and engagement systems align well with the requirements of 

a reorganised principal-authority landscape. 
 


