
Dear Parish and Town Councillors,  

 

Thank you for welcoming us to your Network meeting yesterday evening, and thanks to Liz, 

Jack and the SCDC team for accommodating us.  

 

As agreed, we attach the slides presented by our Team and below, include links to the 

relevant consultation materials.  

1. Government consultation 

information: https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/establishing-a-

development-corporation-in-greater-cambridge 

2. Minister Pennycook's Statement: Written statements - Written questions, answers 

and statements - UK Parliament 

3. Cambridge Growth Company's document: A place of national and global 

significance: CGC Narrative Oct 2025 

 

In our conversation we covered a lot of topics. The main areas I noted from your questions 

include:  

• engagement with young people;  

• alignment / scope of different organisations; 

• how do we fund an infrastructure first approach to development; 

• ensuring active travel is integrated into developments is important; 

• 20-year vision: need for long term strategic decisions rather than short term, 

expensive solutions; 

• flexibility of plans to adapt to macroeconomic challenges; 

• what is meant by, 'building on the local plan'?; 

• will a prospective Dev Co respect Neighbourhood Plans; would it protect green belt; 

• ensuring employment and business opportunities in villages as well as affordable 

housing;   

• powers, specifically to deal with water matters and ensuring developers deliver; 

• transparency and accountability, how would planning committees work with a 

Board.  

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ZOBaCmqlHE0R68tGfpIRTl9-?domain=gov.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/ZOBaCmqlHE0R68tGfpIRTl9-?domain=gov.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/-EJvCnRniMy6xgtJhLIJOog0?domain=questions-statements.parliament.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/-EJvCnRniMy6xgtJhLIJOog0?domain=questions-statements.parliament.uk
https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/4Q_ACoZpUxoK85hVi1IpJpED?domain=thecgc.org.uk


 

The MHCLG development corporation consultation is live as of 4th February until 1st April 

2026, and we very much hope that you're able to respond to the questions posed to give 

your views directly to the government via this consultation.    

 

For our wider work programme, we did commit to come back to a future Network meeting 

and we will arrange that with Jack. In the meantime, if you want to follow-up on anything we 

discussed yesterday or have any further questions please do let us know. My contact details 

are karen.clarke@homesengland.gov.uk or 07879 112 114. Or, my colleague Katie, can be 

reached at katie.brown@homesengland.gov.uk.  

 

We look forward to working with you.  

 

With very best wishes, 

 

Karen Clarke 

Head of Strategic Communications 

+44 (0)7879 112 114 

Cambridge Growth Company (CGC) 

 @HomesEngland 

 

https://url.uk.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/RjYtCpZrUXlxyqsGskIGb9Nc?domain=twitter.com

