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Could you be a GPN typesetter?

The GPN team is looking for a volunteer typesetter
to join the current team of three.

This is a great opportunity to gain some desktop
publishing and graphic design experience while
contributing to a valuable community resource.

You don’t need to have any relevant experience
but computer literacy and some proficiency

in desktop publishing, Word and Dropbox would
be an asset. A PC or laptop is also required.
Publishing software training will be provided

and the team are on hand to provide assistance
whenever needed.

The GPN secretary prepares an annual rota and
this allows the team the opportunity to plan ahead
to accommodate personal needs. Typesetting of
the twelve monthly issues of the magazine are

shared equally between the volunteers.

If you think this may be of interest, please contact
Rob Neal, editorgirtonparishnews@gmail.com.

We look forward to hearing from you!

 Copy date for August issue:  Wed. 8 July. Issue date: Sat 25 July. Covers 25 July – 29 August.

Publication Information
Editor:  Rob Neal, 101 High Street, CB3 0QQ
                tel. 07875 374966
               email: editorgirtonparishnews@gmail.com
Secretary: Sheila Bowler, tel. 276914
Advertising Manager and Treasurer:
              Marion Fisher, 117 High Street, CB3 0QQ
               tel. 570866
              email: gpnads@girton-cambs.org.uk
Copy should be submitted to the Editor in
electronic form, with any photos, graphics or logos
submitted as separate attachments, not embedded in
the file. Questions about submission should be
addressed to the Editor.

The editorial team reserves the right to edit, accept
or reject any material submitted for publication.
The views expressed within the magazine are those
of the contributors and do not necessarily reflect
those of the editorial team.

A copy of the magazine is available on the Girton
website at www.girton-cambs.org.uk, where you
may also find expanded versions of selected items.

Advertisements
Prices for placing advertisements in the Girton
Parish News, in black-and-white or colour, can be
had on application to the Advertising Manager.

The advertising policy of the Girton Parish News
aims to promote enterprises and activities from
within Girton. The space available for
advertisements is limited, and preference is given
to businesses founded, situated, controlled and
operated within Girton. The Girton Parish News
reserves the right to decline to publish any
advertisement which the Advertising Manager
considers not to meet the objectives of this policy.
Inclusion of an advertisement does not imply
endorsement by the Girton Parish News of the
product or service advertised.

The Girton Parish News is produced and
distributed entirely by volunteers from the
village, including the following:
Typesetters: Claire Lightley, Shahila Mitchell,
Bill Rothwell
Distribution Co-ordinator: Karen Richardson,
email: gpndist@gmail.com
Editors and Proofreaders: Chris Bowler, Mike Fay,
Marion Fisher, John Gibson, Alison Giles,
Carol Huxley, Mary Rodger, Kate Rothwell,
Patsy Smith, Matthew Vernon
Puzzle Corner: Sian Franklin
Webmaster: Andrew Haylett
and many others. If you are interested in becoming
involved in any capacity, please contact the Editor.

Printed by Printerbello Ltd, Girton, CB3 0NA
Tel: 01223 855195
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Section 106 funding and planning application
(Girton Golf Club Site)
Girton Parish Council has approved a clear approach to
using Section 106 contributions linked to the planning
application on the former Girton Golf Club practice
ground for affordable housing to support specific local
infrastructure.

This includes contributions towards outdoor sports
(including cricket relocation), play areas, green
infrastructure, indoor community space (pavilion), and
allotments/orchard provision, ensuring that funding is
directly related to the impact of development and
proportionate in scale. The council has also formally
objected to the application in its current form, raising
specific concerns around flood risk and drainage
(including Beck Brook), highway safety and access on
Oakington Road, lack of safe active travel provision,
environmental impact, and infrastructure capacity.
Section 106 funding will support these defined projects
where appropriate but is not relied upon – projects will
continue independently to ensure delivery for the
community. Residents can view the Parish Council’s
full response on the planning portal.

Strategy meeting and Girton Feast engagement
On 10 June, Girton Parish Council held a strategy
meeting facilitated by local council consultancy
bringing together councillors, staff, partners and
members of the public (over 30 people in total) to
reflect on priorities and how we deliver for the
community.

The session focused on understanding where Girton is
now, the evidence base behind decisions (including the
Neighbourhood Plan, surveys and community
feedback), and structured discussion around values,
strengths, risks and what Girton could look like in 10
years’ time. It also explored how we move from
discussion to delivery, including funding options and
next steps.

The meeting included representatives from across the
community, including councillors, staff,
Cambridgeshire ACRE, Neighbourhood Plan leads,
community partners such as Crafty Folk, and local
residents. While the session did not make formal
decisions, it helped build shared understanding and
alignment. As with any early-stage discussion, there is
a risk of raising expectations, but the focus was on
improving clarity, coordination and community
involvement so that future decisions are well informed.

Precept Survey (Shaping Next Year’s Budget
Together)
This summer, we’re bringing forward our annual
precept survey to July so it can better inform next
year’s budget. By linking it to the Feast and Girton
Parish News, we hope to reach more people and have

Girton Parish Council
Girton Parish Council held two
extra-ordinary meetings during
June to allow us to move forward
with some important business for
the village. We will be back to
normal Full Council meetings
from 8 July.

Cricket Relocation (10 Acre Field)
On 2 June, Girton Parish Council after significant
consideration and discussion with Girton Cricket Club,
Cambridgeshire Cricket and English Cricket Board
agreed to relocate adult cricket to the 10 Acre Field,
where the club will benefit from a full-size pitch
designed for long-term use and growth. At present,
cricket continues on the Recreation Ground, where it is
safely managed through active monitoring arrangements
in line with insurance requirements. While this works, it
relies on ongoing supervision and would otherwise
require the installation of netting at an estimated cost of
around £46,000. Instead, relocation provides a more
permanent, design-led solution – reducing reliance on
monitoring while opening up safer, more flexible space
for the wider community.

The new facility, costing around £55,000–£60,000, will
include a natural grass square and a non-turf pitch. It
will be delivered with support from a well-regarded
local contractor, Mr Groundsman, who works across a
number of pitches in the area and will remain involved
through the crucial grow-in period to ensure the pitch
establishes to a good standard. The approach has also
been strongly supported by Girton Cricket Club.

There will be a short transition while the new pitch
matures, but the long-term benefit is clear: a safer
layout, improved facilities for cricket, and more space
for football, play and informal recreation – helping the
Recreation Ground work better for everyone.

All Stars Cricket – thank you Girton Cricket Club
Staying with cricket, we’d like to say a big thank you to
Girton Cricket Club, who have undertaken the training
and certification required to bring the ECB’s All Stars
Cricket programme (for 5-8 year olds) to the village.
This is a national programme designed to introduce
children to cricket in a fun, inclusive and engaging way,
helping build confidence, skills and a love of the game
from an early age.

The programme began on Sunday 7 June, and at the time
of writing, 23 of the 24 available places under coach
Samantha Hobbs have already been filled – a fantastic
response from the community. We’ve been reliably
informed by some of our newest young cricketers that
the first session was great fun, and they’re already
looking forward to the remaining seven weeks this
summer. It’s a brilliant example of what community-led
sport can look like at its best. … continued on page 6
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more meaningful conversations about what matters to
residents – whether that’s play areas, community
buildings, or how funding is prioritised. As with any
survey, there’s a risk of misunderstandings or varying
levels of response, but we’ve worked to keep questions
clear and focused. The aim is simple: to make sure
your feedback is heard at the right time and directly
shapes the decisions we make, especially when setting
the precept for each year.

Play area maintenance – keeping spaces safe
Girton Parish Council has approved a more structured,
safety-led approach to maintaining our play areas,
ensuring that issues identified through regular
inspections are prioritised and resolved more quickly.
This includes using a consistent contractor alongside
council staff to improve coordination and reduce
delays. While ageing equipment and limited capacity
can create some risk of repairs not being completed as
quickly as we would like, this new approach is
designed to address that by moving from reactive fixes
to planned maintenance. The aim is simple: to keep our
play spaces safe, well-maintained, and ready for
families to enjoy throughout the year.

Pavilion coffee vendor – Odd Cow Coffee approved
Girton Parish Council has approved a proposal for Odd
Cow Coffee, a local independent mobile coffee
provider, to operate from the Pavilion car park on a
trial basis. The business, run by Eddie and Chloe,
offers a range of speciality coffees, teas and cold
drinks, with an initial plan to trade Wednesday to
Friday mornings (6.30am-11.30am) to serve residents
during peak times such as school drop-off and
commuting.

There will be no overlap on Friday mornings with
Turtle Dove Coffee at Cotton Hall (from 11.30am),
helping to ensure a balanced offer across the village.
More broadly, the council is keen to support all local
businesses, recognising the important role they play in
the community – including The George, which is open
for coffee and cakes from 9am Tuesday to Friday
mornings.

Making Better Use of Storage Space
As community use of the recreation ground continues
to grow including the introduction of All Stars Cricket,
effective storage has become increasingly important.
Our Parish Ranger has been working hard to
reorganise and create additional space for maintenance
equipment used both on the recreation ground and
across the village. With the kind support of the tennis
club, equipment has been relocated to make better use
of space, with Kevin (Parish Ranger) and Chris
(Groundsman) now able to operate more efficiently
from the former tennis room.

Weavers Field play area – community engagement
update
The Parish Council is progressing plans to improve the
play area at Weavers Field, building on the helpful
ideas and feedback received from local residents
earlier this year. A site visit with a specialist play
designer took place on 29 May to assess the space and
explore options, including ways to enhance play value,
make better use of the available area, and introduce
complementary planting around the site.

We understand that some residents arrived later that
morning and we apologise that we had already left the
site. A draft design is now being developed and will be
shared with residents for further comment before any
decisions are made. In line with Parish Council
requirements, additional quotes will also be obtained.
Subject to feedback and budget considerations, a
proposal is expected to be brought to Full Council in
July for consideration.

Fun at Girton Feast – 11 July
Girton Parish Council is delighted to be attending this
year’s Feast on 11 July. For the past four years, we’ve
had the pleasure of being part of this wonderful
community event – sharing what we’ve been working
on, what we’ve achieved, and our aspirations for the
future.

Please do come and find us this year to learn more
about the progress of Girton’s Great Plan, the
outcomes and community feedback from our recent
strategy meeting and annual parish meeting, and the
key themes that will shape this year’s precept survey.

We look forward to chatting with many of you on the
day. We’ll also be joined by colleagues and partners
from Cambridgeshire County Council, South
Cambridgeshire District Council, the Neighbourhood
Plan Team, and the Local Nature Recovery Plan,
making it a great opportunity to connect, ask questions,
and be part of the conversation about Girton’s future.

Girton Parish Clerk
01223 237173, clerk@girton‑pc.gov.uk
See full list of Councillors on page 30

… continued from page 5
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From Our Councillors
District Councillors’  Report
Cambridge Growth Company – a Development
Corporation for Greater Cambridge
Councillors have renewed opposition to plans
transferring planning powers from locally elected
councils to a government-led development corporation,
arguing it undermines democratic accountability
unnecessarily. While recognising the need for
infrastructure funding, they stressed Greater Cambridge
already performs strongly in housing delivery and
growth. The proposed corporation, largely controlled by
government-appointed members, could remove local
influence over developments, Local Plans, and future
growth decisions. Councillors warned this would
sideline community consultation, despite existing plans
for 77,000 homes and 100,000 jobs already shaped
through extensive public engagement.

The Co-op Local Community Fund
This fund is officially open and accepting applications
for their latest funding round, more details can be found
here: https://causes.coop.co.uk/.

This enables their members to choose from around
2,100 new local causes and decide how £3.5m million
will be shared across their communities from October
2026 to October 2027.

The Co-op will support projects that:

�� enable people to access food
�� create opportunities for young people
�� improve people’s mental wellbeing
�� promote community cohesion
�� build sustainable futures

And also projects that promote and celebrate diversity
and inclusion. The deadline for applications has now
passed.

For other grant applications, please don’t forget
Cambridgeshire Community Foundation (CCF),
https://www.cambscf.org.uk/funds/.

Weekly food waste collections expand to thousands
more homes
We were pleased to see that weekly waste food
collections started on 11 May 2026.  We hope the
system is working well.  If you do have questions or
comments or need help with any aspect of the new
service,  please check here: https://shorturl.at/aRqJ0.

Here you can get detailed information about how the
service works. Please respond to the survey. It helps the
waste collection team address issues and make
refinements. You can also send an email with a specific
question.

Zero Carbon Communities grant
Community groups across South Cambridgeshire can

now apply for funding through the District Council’s
Zero Carbon Communities grant scheme, which
supports projects reducing carbon emissions, restoring
nature and strengthening communities. The Council
has committed £152,000 this year, with grants of up to
£19,500 available. Since 2019, the scheme has funded
82 projects worth more than £855,000, including
renewable energy, cycling infrastructure and food
waste reduction initiatives. Eligibility has expanded to
include schools, parent-teacher associations and sports
clubs where projects benefit the wider community.
Half the funding is reserved for carbon reduction
projects, with the rest supporting engagement and
nature-based initiatives. Applications close on 24 July
2026, with guidance available from SCDC,

Contacting us
If you would like to raise any issue then we are always
at the Cotton Hall on Fridays 11.30-12.30. There is a
pop up café there run by Turtle Doves, a Community
Interest Company , which helps young women who are
without education, employment or training (NEETS).
You will meet them at the Feast where they are
providing refreshments. Our MP Ian Sollom, will be
there some of the time.

We will also have a stall at the Feast, so please call
round and meet us. We will have homemade biscuits
and fairly comfortable chairs.

You might be wondering what is happening with the
formation of the new Unitary Council.  The Secretary
of State is due to give his decision about which parts of
the region should join up and this is likely to be
sometime later in the summer. The plan is for it to be
up and running by the middle of 2028.

Cllr Corinne Garvie
07780 932267
cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk

Cllr Richard Stobart
07950 934793
cllr.stobart@scambs.gov.uk
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

After a fantastic first year, the
 Eddington Carnival returns from

 Friday 17 July: 1pm – 9pm
Saturday 18 July: 12pm – 9pm

Eddington Cricket Field

Bigger and brighter, bursting with energy, the vibrant
 multicultural community made the debut truly special,

bringing together a rich tapestry of cultures, traditions and
 backgrounds that reflect the spirit of Eddington – a place
where everyone belongs. Now that spirit returns stronger
than ever, where creativity, collaboration and community

come alive for all.
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 News from Girton
 Glebe Primary School

I can hardly believe we’ve
already reached the final half
term of the academic year. It
promises to be an exciting
one, filled with memorable

experiences and special events. As I write, our Year 6
class is spending the week in France, and we look forward
to hearing all about their adventures when they return.

We are also delighted to have the pool open again.
Classes are thoroughly enjoying their twice-weekly
swimming lessons, and it has been wonderful to see the
children’s confidence in the water grow so quickly. The
pool is also available for private hire throughout the
summer, making it a fantastic venue for birthday parties,
family gatherings, or private swimming lessons.

One of the standout moments from last half term was the
Year 4 and Year 5 production of Let the Games Begin.
The children worked incredibly hard to learn their lines,
songs, actions and stage directions. Willow Class
demonstrated impressive confidence, teamwork and
perseverance throughout rehearsals and performances.
With the brilliant support of Year 4, the final shows

were a tremendous success. Everyone involved should
feel extremely proud of what they achieved together.

Maple Class also had a wonderful time taking part in
their Scootability sessions during Tuesday afternoon PE,
delivered through the South Cambs School Sports
Partnership. The children loved developing their scooter
skills each week—improving their balance, coordination
and confidence. They showed great enthusiasm as they
learned to steer safely, stop with control and move
confidently. It has been fantastic to see pupils
encouraging one another and growing in both skill and
self-belief while staying active and having fun.

This year marks a very special milestone for Girton
Glebe as we celebrate our 75th Birthday! We are
delighted to be marking this occasion with a day of fun
and celebration on Friday 3rd July, and we can’t wait to
share it with our pupils, families and former students.
We are also looking forward to welcoming former
pupils, staff, and members of the Girton Glebe
community back to school from 2pm. Alumni will have
the opportunity to tour the school, enjoy tea and cake,
and reminisce about their time here.

To make the afternoon even more special, our talented school
choir will perform a celebratory concert for our guests.

Chris Butler, Headteacher

Does anyone remember Geoffrey?
Girton Glebe Primary School was recently contacted by
the brother of a former pupil, and we are hoping the
local community may be able to help. The photograph
shows Geoffrey Kidman, and his class, who attended
Girton Glebe in the early 1950s before his family
emigrated to New Zealand around 1956.

Geoffrey sadly passed away recently, and while sorting
through his belongings, his brother John discovered this
photo. He is now hoping to learn more about Geoffrey’s

time at the school and would be grateful for any
memories or information.

If anyone recognises Geoffrey, themselves or a relative
in the photo or has any details about the year or class, or
additional photographs they would be willing to share,
please contact Girton Glebe Primary School at
office@gg.tmet.org.uk. The school can then pass any
information on to John.

This is a lovely opportunity to help reconnect a family
with a piece of their history.

 GEOFFREY KIDMAN
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CODEWORDS
Each number 1–26
represents a different letter of
the alphabet. Can you work
out which is which? Use your
word skills and the clues
included. Note that
Codewords can include
names or well-known
phrases.

The solution is on page 30.

WORDSEARCH – Our annual Girton Feast weekend is coming!
   Can you find all these words in the grid? They can read left to right, right to left, up or down or diagonally.
   Tick them off as you go.
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There are a lot of unpredictabilities in life. My stepping
in to cover the column this month is one, while the
weather is another and a particular preoccupation of
growers.

As we move into summer, many of us are hoping for a
period of settled weather that will reward the efforts we
have put into our allotments over the last few months.
However, recent years have taught us that growing
vegetables (and flowers) increasingly requires
adaptability. One week can see us caught out by a late
frost, while the next sees intense sunshine and dry soil.
The challenge we face is unlocking this puzzle to work
with these changing conditions rather than against
them. If there is one thing that every allotment holder
learns, it is that gardening keeps us humble. Just when
we think we have mastered the art of growing
vegetables, the weather throws us a curveball, or the
local wildlife decides that our carefully tended crops
are part of the buffet.

The growing season began well for plants with broad
beans, purple sprouting broccoli and rhubarb
responding enthusiastically to the combination of
warmth and moisture. Yet the same conditions that
encourage healthy growth also favour weeds, slugs and
a variety of fungal diseases. Many gardeners will have
noticed that weeds seem capable of growing twice as
fast as any plant we want to keep.

The increasingly unpredictable nature of our weather
means that flexibility has become one of the most
important gardening skills. Like many growers I’m
trying to spread my sowings over several weeks rather
than planting everything at once. If an early sowing is
damaged by rain, cold or drought, later plantings
provide valuable insurance. It is also worth choosing a
mixture of varieties, as it’s then more likely that one is
adapted to that season’s conditions.

Mulching has long been recommended, as healthy soil
acts like a sponge, absorbing excess water when it rains
and holding moisture when conditions become dry.
Building soil fertility is not always the most exciting
part of allotment gardening, but it often makes the
biggest difference in difficult years. This may work on
a small, raised bed but is not always feasible on a
sizeable plot, where focusing on a small segment each
year can provide benefits in the long term.

Of course, weather is only one of the challenges facing
local growers. Many allotment holders have become

increasingly familiar with more specific challenges.
Girton is home to muntjac deer with a mother and fawn
having taken up residence on our site. Whilst lovely to
observe at dawn or dusk, they have taken an
unfortunate liking to our pumpkin, squash, and
courgette plant leaves, nipping off a few from every
plant they find. Having to protect these plants is a first
for me and is adding to the list of protecting brassicas
against pigeons and caterpillars, broad beans against
jackdaws and black-fly, soft fruit against blackbirds
and sweetcorn against mice. I can’t be the only one that
would prefer them to take a liking to the bindweed
instead.

Despite these challenges, there are plenty of successes
to celebrate. Potatoes, onions and garlic are performing
well this year and the beans that survived the late frost
are looking promising. The recent warm weather has
encouraged strong growth in courgettes and squash
despite the impact of the deer, while tomatoes in
greenhouses are beginning to set fruit nicely. The
opportunity to gain a coveted red rosette at the mini-
show is still present.

One of the pleasures of allotment gardening is the
opportunity to share experiences and solutions. A quick
conversation over a wheelbarrow or at the water pump
often yields useful advice about a pest problem, a
successful variety or a clever way to conserve water.
The collective knowledge found across our allotment
community is one of its greatest strengths.

Gardening has never been about achieving perfection.
Every season brings its disappointments as well as its
triumphs. Yet there is something deeply satisfying
about harvesting a basket of vegetables that has
survived torrential rain, dry weather, deer and
everything else nature can throw at it. Perhaps that is
why allotment gardening remains so rewarding. It
teaches patience, resilience and optimism. No matter
what challenges the season presents, there is always
another seed to sow and another opportunity to grow.

Caroline Zakrzewsk
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Early Birds WI
At our meeting on the
12 June we were given
a talk by Jane Bower on
her early years at
Austin Hall, Headingly,
Leeds. Jane is a retired

Art teacher. Austin Hall is named after Alfred Austin, a
poet Laureate from 1896 until his death in 1913. The
Hall is adjacent to Asquith House, the home of Herbert
Henry Asquith, Liberal leader from 1908 to 1916. By
the time Jane lived in Austin Hall it had been divided
into flats. This is where she resided with her parents in
one of the flats with her siblings. Her parents’ monthly
rent was £8.15 shillings. Jane spoke about the lovely
gardens she had been privileged to play in. One of her
many memories was a garden house which she was
fascinated by, especially the stained glass windows.
With many changes in recent years, the garden house
had fallen in disrepair. Jane's friend, who resides up
north still,  had noticed this and was able to salvage the
stained glass windows, which are now shown in their
glory in Jane's shed here in Cambridge.

Early Birds meet every second Friday in the month at
10.30am in our Federation Office between Girton and
Oakington.

Gillian Taylor

My book club has recently
been ‘on tour’! Inspired by
reading All My Mothers by
Joanna Glen and with almost a
year of planning and saving,
the four of us embarked on
what can only be described as

an idyllic city break in Cordoba, Spain.

This book came alive.

We stayed along a cobbled street in the heart of the
beautiful city which we had read about; we marvelled in
awe when visiting the incredible Cathedral-Mosque
described in the book and we witnessed first-hand the
Festival of Patios. Our senses were overwhelmed: from
the taste of local tapas delicacies to the sound of
flamenco guitar; from the scent of hundreds of
geraniums to the enveloping warmth of the sun.

Characters in the book are, of course, fictional although
every so often it felt like they were there walking
amongst us. Some locations in the book are also not real
but we occasionally wondered whether the places we
passed could be those which we read about.

I am more than appreciative to have had this
opportunity; it brought so many things together which I
value and enjoy: travel, reading, food and sunshine. But
most of all, the close connection of friends.

H.A.Y. (How Are You) Cambridge
Connecting with others, getting active, learning a new
skill, being creative, seeking professional support,
exploring the outdoors, volunteering – all of these things
(and more) can improve our wellbeing. However, it isn’t
always easy to know what is out there locally or to feel
comfortable trying something new.
H.A.Y. is all about helping you look after you. The
website www.haycambridge.co.uk provides not just
listings of local activities, groups and services but also
video introductions to group organisers and taster clips
of what to expect. H.A.Y. aims to support you both
finding out what you might like to get involved in and in
taking those first steps.

Your feedback is important to me …
Feedback from training is always welcome and helps me
to grow and develop. Sometimes learners write a lot and
provide detailed feedback. At other times, only a few

words are necessary: “I felt immersed in the subject and
inspired by the teaching.”
Juliet Adloune, a longstanding Girton resident, is a fully
qualified and accredited Adult Mental Health First Aid
Instructor and Suicide First Aid Associate Tutor
experienced in delivering the full suite of MHFA and SFA
courses and committed to supporting mental health within
her local community. Contact her via:
www.facebook.com/listeninglantern.julietadloune or
mhfa.julietadloune@gmail.com.

What’s on at Eddington
At Eddington, there are regular outdoor and social
events that are open to the community including:

● a weekly Park Yoga fitness class on Sundays at
9.30am-10.30am on the cricket pitch;

● a monthly Sports in the Square series with the next
pop-up event on 11 July from 10am-2pm when you
can try out tennis;

● a live jazz night at The Starman restaurant, and of
course regular events at the Storey’s Field Centre.

● and don’t miss World-Cup screenings at The Starman
restaurant this month as well!

For more information visit the Eddington What’s On
page here: https://shorturl.at/KS5Rp.
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In the first Ladies County friendly against Norfolk, held
at Haddenham, Cambridgeshire ladies, including four
from Girton, had a clean sweep, winning on all four
rinks, 85–59.

Girton Ladies are also in the Top Club competition this
season. Their first match was at home against St Neots.
Each team consists of 6 players, one game of triples, one
game of pairs and a singles game. As Girton won two of
the three disciplines, the pairs game and the singles, St
Neots conceded after 16 ends in the triples match.

Five Girton members recently formed part of the
Cambridgeshire team which competed in the Men’s
Balcomb Trophy. In the competition Huntingdon beat
Suffolk, Norfolk and Cambridgeshire to gain a place in
the natonal final to be played at Leamington.

On 6 June Girton Bowls Club was delighted to play host
to a round of the Middleton Cup held between Suffolk
and Cambridgeshire. Suffolk won by 131–71. The fact
that Girton Bowls Club was chosen for such a
prestigious competition is a huge credit to our volunteer
maintenance team who have worked tirelessly to have
the green in such magnificent condition.

At the time of writing, preparations are well under way
for our major event of the season, the Annual Open
Triples Competition on 21 June. This year we have had
entries from sixteen teams from around Cambridgeshire.
All we need now is some good weather for a successful
day.

We are delighted to be involved in this year’s Girton
Feast and will have our usual two stalls, a bottle
Tombola stall and our ever-popular Target Bowls. Do
come and visit us and try your luck.

If you are interested in finding out about joining Girton
Bowls Club, please see our website
www.girtonbowlsclub.weebly.com or contact our
Secretary, Margaret McCall, at
margaret.mccall@ntlworld.com. We are always pleased
to welcome new members.

Lynn McGill

Girton Bowls Club
Now the outdoor season is well
under way there are a huge amount
of games being played.

Our first Cambridge and District
match in Division 1 was away to
Barton on a very heavy green.

Girton won 2 rinks and took the overall points to win
5–2. Unfortunately Girton’s Division 3 team lost their
first match 0–6 to a very strong Milton team.

In the Ely and District Division 1, Girton Tigers played
the Girton Pumas. After 15 ends the score was level, but
the Tigers managed to pull ahead and took the final
result by 3 points. In the C&D Division 1, Girton are in
4th position, but this will change after a recent 7–0 win
again top-of-the-league Needingworth. Girton A in
Division 3 are in 9th position after 5 games. In the E&D
league Division 1 Girton Tigers are in 1st position, with
Girton Pumas in 4th.

Girton had a very good win in the first round of the
National Tony Allcock Mixed 4s, 39–24 against
Newmarket, but unfortunately lost in the next round to
March Town.

Girton had their first game in the C&D Gilbert Cup
recently, playing at home to the City Club. The format is
slightly different in that the game consists of 12 players,
six play at home and six play away simultaneously. The
overall points from each venue are then added together,
Girton won by a convincing 86–37. The next round will
be against Isleham on 24 June.

A busy evening of bowls took place in June when two
County ladies’ triples games took place, one against
March Town and one against Littleport. Unfortunately
Girton lost both games . A County men’s triples and a
2-4-2 match were also taking place at the same time. In
the men’s triples against Fordham, Girton won 16–3,
and in the 2-4-2 game against Cambridge University
Press, Girton won 17–12.

Tony Allcock Mixed 4s

Cambridgeshire Men’s Balcomb Cup team
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Girton Tennis Club
The season of major
tournaments is with us and
Wimbledon will be about to
start as you read this issue.
Hopefully the wet and windy

conditions that we had last month will have eased. It is
likely that our local ‘Rocket Cup’ will have started by
now so local friendly singles and doubles games should
also be in progress. Check our website for details.

During June our clubroom moved into another location
within the Pavilion. The previous room has become a
temporary workroom for the Parish Council Grounds
and Maintenance staff whilst they wait for planning
permission to be granted and the new container area to
be completed on the far side of the MUGA. Our
clubroom is now slightly smaller but can be accessed
directly from an external door which makes moving
nets and the ball machine slightly easier. Here are some
pictures taken prior to filling it full of all of our
equipment!

The league matches for the men’s team are progressing
with a mixture of results – two games won, two games
lost and one drawn. Thanks to our team players, and if
you fancy getting involved with any team matches,
please get in touch via our website.

The Girton Feast starts on Friday 10 July this year with
a ‘Take That’ tribute concert from 7pm. As this will be
in a marquee next to the tennis courts we have decided
keep the courts closed that evening. Note that this
closure will apply to both the normal supervised junior
sessions and the adult club night.

The courts will be open during the Feast afternoon of
Saturday 11 July for anyone who would like to come
and try out a bit of tennis. Balls and racquets will be
provided but please wear soft, flat-soled shoes if you
would like access to the courts. We hope to see you
there.

The Tennis Club has use of the recreation ground
courts and members who have a confirmed booking
have court access during most daylight hours. Club
members meet and play from around 7.30pm to 9pm

on Friday evenings. Potential new members are very
welcome to come along to our Friday club nights for
one or two free sessions to check it all out. Details
about our activities can be found on our website
www.girtontennisclub.uk or by contacting our
Membership Secretary by email at
info@girtontennisclub.uk.

Alan Franklin

The Friends of the Rosie
Hospital
We are sharing our extensive
catalogue on our
RosieinStitches Facebook page so
you can grab yourself locally sourced,
unique, beautifully crafted gifts and
warm clothing and accessories for

special friends and family. You can shop for new
items at www.rosieinstitches.org.uk or donated items
in our rosieinstitches2010 eBay charity store, and
vintage knitting patterns on our Facebook page. Please
take a look at our extensive selection of jumpers and
cardigans ideal to keep babies and children up to 4
years old toasty and warm through the winter using
coupon sleeves50. If you don’t find what you are
looking for we do accept commissions.

For all your other online shopping, please remember
to use easyfundraising every time you shop. Over
8,000 retailers will donate to The Friends of the Rosie
Hospital, including all the big names like eBay, John
Lewis & Partners, Argos, ASOS, Expedia, M&S, Just
Eat, Uswitch and many more! This means you can
raise free donations for The Friends of the Rosie
Hospital no matter what you’re buying.

Avril Williams
avril@rosieinstitches.org.uk

Histon, Impington and Girton
Community Car Scheme
Additional drivers are desperately needed for this
scheme so it can continue to help those that need lifts.
Many of these are for medical/dental appointments and
are fairly local. Mileage costs are paid to the drivers.

You can give as much or as little time as you like – an
hour or two every month would be such a great help.
The role is totally flexible, but you do need to use your
own car. If you prefer, you can specify just local lifts
only (eg, doctors and dentists in the village).

If anyone would like to know more, please
email hig.car.scheme@gmail.com. If you know of
anyone who may be able to help, please spread the
word!
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Gretton
School

As an autism specialist school, we understand that
exams can be a particularly challenging time for many
learners. Changes to routine, unfamiliar environments
and the pressures that naturally come with assessments
can present additional hurdles. But despite this, our
learners have approached this period with resilience and
a positive attitude, and we couldn't be prouder of the
effort they are showing.

Learning at Gretton is shaped to meet the needs of our
learners, with a focus on developing independence,
confidence and preparation for adulthood. Alongside
core subjects, learners work towards a range of
qualifications and opportunities that support their future
aspirations and next steps.

While qualifications are important for our young people
and their futures, we believe success comes in many
forms. For some learners, simply walking into the exam
feeling confident and prepared represents a significant
achievement, and we are incredibly proud of all of our
learners who are working hard to embrace this
challenge.

Just before the exam period began, our Year 10 learners
took part in their work experience placements, giving
them the opportunity to step into the world of work and
develop valuable skills for the future. From building
confidence and communication skills to experiencing the
expectations and responsibilities of a workplace, the

placements
provided a
fantastic
opportunity for
learners to put
their learning
into practice in
real-world
settings.
A key part of
our curriculum

and ethos at Gretton is preparation for adulthood. We
want to ensure that when it is their time to leave Gretton,
our learners do so with an understanding of themselves
and the purpose and outcomes of their hard work.
Wherever
possible, we
provide
meaningful
opportunities
for learners to
apply their
learning in
authentic

contexts and celebrate their achievements with others.

One wonderful example of this will take place at our
upcoming Sports Day, where parents and carers will also
be able to enjoy an art exhibition showcasing work
created by learners throughout the year. The exhibition
will celebrate the creativity, talent and progress of our
learners and provide an opportunity for them to share
their achievements with the wider school community. We
are looking forward to seeing their hard work displayed
and appreciated by families, friends and staff alike.

Staying with the creative arts, Gretton is proud to hold
the Artsmark Gold Award,
which recognises schools
that demonstrate a
sustained commitment to
embedding arts and culture
across the curriculum. One
of the many ways this has
been brought to life
recently was through a
steel drum workshop by
Steel Pan Trust, where
both staff and learners took

part together. It
was such a fun
opportunity to
spend time with
people we don’t
always get to see
every day,
connect with
each other, and
enjoy something
new together.

It doesn’t matter
what subject

learners are studying,
sportsmanship and teamwork play
a key role at Gretton. These
values are woven through daily
school life and we see them in full
force at our end-of-year Pride
event and Sports Day, two
highlights of the school calendar
that bring together learners, staff
and families. These events
provide a fantastic opportunity to
celebrate everything our learners

have achieved across the year.

We can’t wait to update you on how our end-of-year
events unfold over the coming weeks, as we look ahead
to some much-anticipated trips and celebrations across
the school.

Victoria Howe
Deputy Headteacher
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All in a day’s work

Carol Robinson and Sue Coughlan share
the week and the many tasks needed for the
smooth day-to-day running of GTC, including
offering a personal service for villagers popping
in during the core office hours of 10.00am-
2.00pm, Monday to Friday.

First port of call
Office Manager Carol says: “Apart from
starting each working day with putting the kettle
on, no two days are ever the same! First thing
Sue and I triage the emails, post and telephone
messages, which always include requests for
assistance, applications for one of our many
Grants and Schemes and questions
about our almshouses. We are
the first port of call for enquiries
from residents of all ages – from
educational grants to help students
with further education to accessing
our Short Term Care grant.

“Some of our Grants and Schemes
can help any age such as the very
popular Hospital Taxi Scheme
which delivers capped fares to
attend outpatient appointments
and our individual grants for
villagers who need assistance to deal with challenging
circumstances.”

Support for Trustees
Sue who is Office Administrator continues: “Central to
our role in the office is providing support to our
Trustees who are all volunteers and give their time to
carry out the Charity’s objectives. Monthly Trustee
meetings are held to monitor activities for which
we prepare a detailed Agenda in consultation with
the Chair. Following the meeting, we draft Minutes
capturing decisions made by Trustees which are then
actioned. Once a year a Strategy Day is organised for
all Trustees, conducted at an offsite venue to focus on
setting priorities for the year ahead.

“Other tasks include collating almshouse resident three-
yearly review paperwork, preparing Management

Accounts, ensuring we
have all the information
required on grant application
forms – all in preparation for
consideration by the Trustees,
then drafting successful grant
award letters for signature.”

Maintenance monitoring
The third member of the
office team is Maintenance
Supervisor, Fred Stevens who
is in charge of repairs and
maintenance for GTC’s
almshouses including
property condition reviews,
routine servicing and liaising
with contractors.

“We use Snapfix
Maintenance Software to log
all calls and emails received,
together with diary entries
for routine maintenance and
admin tasks,” explains Fred.
“This provides an excellent
way to monitor current issues
and prioritise tasks

at our weekly review. My maintenance responsibilities
also extend to Village projects which can encompass
changing light bulbs on the Goose Railings, looking
after the Church bus shelter, and maintenance tasks
at the William Collyn Centre.”

The busy and friendly team of three is often joined by
Trustees coming into the office to deal with day-to-day
queries or for meetings with external consultants and
support services as well as Nigel, the Dovehouse Court
gardener calling in for coffee on his weekly visits – and
of course residents are welcome to drop in with any
queries or requests too.

GTC Office
22 High Street
Telephone: 01223 276008
Email: gtc@girtontowncharity.org.uk

At Girton Town Charity’s office on High Street, three members of staff provide
essential support for the Charity’s many activities, as well as delivering
administrative back-up for the team of Trustees. We take a look behind the scenes
to see what is involved.
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Monday
6.30am - 7.15am AJR Fitness (Bootcamp)
9.30am - 12.30pm Tumble Tots (school term time)
1.30 - 2.30pm Kurling for over 55’s
6.00 - 7.00pm Pilates with Wendy Jane mixed ability
Tuesday
6.30am - 7.15am AJR Fitness (Bootcamp)
9.15 - 10.15am Yoga with Julia Dale
10.30 - 11.30am Strength & Balance
11.15am - 12.15pm Yoga with Jess
2.00 - 4.00pm Tuesday Connections (2nd in month)
1.00 - 4.00pm Cinema Club 55 (as advertised)
6.00 - 7.00pm Pilates with Wendy Jane
7.30 - 10.30pm Easton Swing
Wednesday
10.30am - 1.30pm Falls Prevention Clinic
1.45 - 2.45pm Pre-Ffit Strength & Conditioning
6.10 - 7.00pm Bounce
7.30 - 10.00pm The W.I. (1st in month)
7.30 - 10.00pm Girton Garden Society (2nd in month)
7.30 - 9.30pm Bookworms Book Club (4th in month)
Thursday
6.30am - 7.15am AJR Fitness (Bootcamp)
9.15 - 10.15am Pilates with Wendy Jane intermediate
10.20 - 11.20am Pilates with Wendy Jane beginners
2.15 - 3.45pm Silver Swans ballet mixed ability
7.15 - 8.00pm Ballroom Dance Class
8.15 - 9.00pm Ballroom Dance Class
Saturday
9.00 - 10.00am Bounce
10.30am - 1.00pm Cambridge Jazz Co-op
Sunday
9.00 - 11.00am Football Fun Factory (18mths - 5yrs)
12.00 - 2.30 Drumming Workshop (1st in month)

Information correct at time of going to press.

William Collyn
Community Centre

@williamcollyncentre
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Wild Girton – Hawk Moths
Regular readers will know that we at the Local Nature
Recovery Programme (LNRP) are big fans of moths.
They are reliably easy to find, have interesting
lifecycles, provide a valuable food source for other
creatures and, some more than others, are uniquely
beautiful.

The LNRP is lucky enough to have a moth trap
(essentially an aluminium box with a lightbulb positioned
in the hole at the top), which we have demonstrated at
public events in Girton College’s Orchard and a Girton
residents’ back garden. We also moth trap regularly
through the year to keep records up to date.

Moths are great for this sort of citizen science project.
Each species has a window of time when one would
expect to see them in the trap and so, by keeping an
eye on which are occurring when and in what numbers,
we can get an indication of what sort of year we are
having – multiply this up over several years and it is
possible to have a valuable resource for science. Based
on the last couple of sentences, I should now be writing
that all moths, no matter how large or small, are
equally important. However, there is one group that
always dazzles and is truly exciting to find in the trap:
hawk moths.

Hawk moths (also known as sphinx moths) are a large
group of species globally but are represented in the UK
by about ten different varieties. The adults tend to be
much larger than the average moth (their wingspan can
be 12cm!) but they are still able to blend in with their
surroundings perfectly. The caterpillars are, compared
with others, huge as well – the biggest is about 9cm
long. The caterpillars are known colloquially as
hornworms due to the presence of a horn like
protuberance at their tail end. The horns can look a bit
like a stinger, but they are harmless; it’s thought that
they likely serve to distract predators. At the other end,
another predator deterrent used by some species is the
presence of eye-spots – not real eyes but a pattern on
the caterpillar’s skin that makes it look much more like
a snake than a snack.

Once adult, the hawk moth is free to take to the air and
look for a mate and nectar to drink. Although they look
very exotic, we have had confirmed sightings of
several of the UK’s species in Girton. So far we have
the Poplar, Small Elephant, Elephant, Lime, Privet,
Pine and Eyed. You will notice that many are named
after the food plant that supports their caterpillar, the
Elephant is named for the way the caterpillar looks,
and the Eyed due to the adult’s wing markings.

To support hawk moths (and other species) in your
garden, the advice is simple: provide lots of nectar rich
plants like honeysuckle and jasmine; Elephant hawk
moths are very partial to fuchsia, we’re told. Also
provide lots of shelter in the form of shrubs, leaf litter,
compost and, of course, don’t use pesticides.

Can you help add to our list of hawk moths spotted in
Girton? Please contact us at lnrp@girton-pc.gov.uk.

Girton Local Nature Recovery Plan Group

 Elephant hawk moth

 Poplar hawk moth

 Eyed hawk moth
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“Never put off till
tomorrow what may be
done the day after
tomorrow, just as well…”
Mark Twain
(Nov 1835 – April 1910)

July and August is a busy time for
a lot of people with holidays,

family visits and much to fit in. Consequently, although
Club 55 will continue to run the computer support at
Abbeyfield Restaurant on Mondays from 10am-12noon
where members can bring along their IT problems or
just drop in for a chat, other events will re-start again in
September.

The July Girton Feast will provide an opportunity to
meet up with Club 55 friends and, if the weather is
good, make the most of the food trucks and
refreshments on sale. The Girton Feast organisers will
appreciate your support. There are other opportunities
too for getting together, such as Tuesday Connections at
the William Collyn Community Centre, organised by
Tom Lee. Check the programme in the Girton Parish
News, these are usually held on the second Tuesday of
the month 2-4pm and are funded by the Girton Town
Charity; or why not drop in for a coffee at The George on
a Friday morning where you will no doubt find some
members there, enjoying refreshments and a ‘catch-up’.
There are also some who pop into Turtle Doves at Cotton
Hall for afternoon tea and refreshments, so there is no
need to feel on your own, I am sure there will always be a
welcome wherever you go.

Abbeyfield provided excellent cakes and refreshments at
our recent Live Music Afternoon on 19 May when
Brenda Dykes, the flautist, put together an interesting
programme. Alongside our thanks to her, we would also
like to express our appreciation to Chef Dave, Trudy
and Carl for looking after us so well. Generous
contributions made by Club 55 members meant we were
able to cover our costs, and clearly indicated such events
can continue to take place. I am sure we will be
enjoying further events at Abbeyfield.

The Club 55 film events also seem to be attracting
interest with an average of 40 people turning up at each
showing. Thank you all for your support, we will
definitely continue these.

Memory Café, funded by South Cambridgeshire Rotary
Club and founded by Richard de Horsey will still run
throughout the year on the first Friday of every month
10am-12noon at The Community Hall, St Vincents
Close. The exception to this is that the January Café will
be held on 8 January  as the first Friday in January 2027
happens to be New Years Day.

Pat Dickens
01223 971596, patdickensclub55@gmail.com

Girton WI
I cannot believe that
I am already
reporting on our
latest WI meeting
held on 3 June. As
ever, the year is
absolutely flying by!

For this meeting we invited Jennifer Rutter, Partnership
Lead, from the Red Hen Project. It is based in
Cambridge for the CB4 area only and has been running
for the last 27 years. Their leaflet reads “Raising a
family can be tough. If you’ve got at least one child
aged 12 or under, and live in CB4 you can attend
activities and access support”. CB4 covers Arbury,
Grove, Orchard Park and St Laurence Primary schools
and Hundred Houses Society. They have a team of
amazing support workers to help raise happy, healthy
and independent children and promote positive,
confident parenting and co-operative relationships
between families, their schools and communities.

Trusted family workers provide long-term one-to-one
support for children and their families wherever needed
– in homes, their schools, and the community. There
are many challenges. For example, poor physical and
mental health, sleep problems, managing routines,
housing, debts, family relationships, social isolation,
benefits, bereavement, domestic abuse, school
avoidance. The team are there and ready to help,
support and give advice on all these subjects. They
offer open access drop-in groups and family fun days;
soft play and also well-being meetings for adults only.
It seems they leave no stone unturned to help
families/individuals in need and are doing an amazing
job. Other opportunities within their remit are cookery
skills and food budgeting, mindful sewing with a focus
on sustainability, a science club and volunteering.

Jennifer went on to say they are about to branch into
the CB5 area of Cambridge, but this has to be done
with great care as their funds are limited. You can find
their details on Facebook, Instagram and
www.redhenproject.org or contact them directly on
07901 562389 or email getsupport@redhenproject.org.
We thanked Jennifer for allowing us to hear all about
the amazing work she and her team do in the
community and for her time in coming to speak to our
members. The Red Hen Project certainly offers
wonderful help for families who need support in the
CB4 area.

Ladies, as ever the WI extends a warm welcome to you
if you wish to come and join us as a guest on the first
Wednesday evening of the month. Please contact
Wendy Hall, our WI Secretary, on
girtonwisecretary@gmail.com.

Merilyn Burt
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Neighbourhood Plan Update
The timeline for Girton’s draft Neighbourhood Plan has
been extended to align with the forthcoming Greater
Cambridge Local Plan.

To recap, Girton’s Neighbourhood Plan sits alongside
the district Local Plan and National Planning Policies.

● National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is the
rulebook for planning and development in England
and is frequently updated by the government.

● South Cambridgeshire has its own Local Plan, effective
from 2018, which sets policies and land allocation.

Towns and villages can also create their own
Neighbourhood Plan. This allows communities to set
local policies for land use and development (provided
they do not conflict with the NPPF or Local Plan).

The Greater Cambridge Shared Planning Service
(combining Cambridge City and South Cambridgeshire
District) is creating an updated Local Plan and issued
their draft for public consultation in December 2025. It is
much more extensive compared to the 2018 version,
including additional large housing developments and
updated policies on the Green Belt and biodiversity.

Girton’s Neighbourhood Plan team and Girton Parish
Council sent in co-ordinated responses on the draft in
January 2026.

The final public consultation on the draft Local Plan is
expected this summer/autumn before it goes to national
government for examination and, all being well,
approval. As such, the new Local Plan is unlikely to be
adopted until 2028.

So, what to do about Girton’s Neighbourhood Plan?

We could have ignored the new Local Plan completely
and prepared Girton’s Neighbourhood Plan to sit
alongside the current 2018 SCDC Local Plan. Whilst
this would mean it could be completed in 2027, it
would become somewhat outdated when the new Local
Plan arrives the following year.

Instead, we have decided to extend the timeline for
preparing Girton’s Neighbourhood Plan so that it ties in
with the new Local Plan. Whilst any delay is
frustrating, we believe it will give a better and more
relevant plan in the long term. During this time we will
continue to engage with Girton Parish Council,
residents and organisations ahead of formal consultation
on a draft Neighbourhood Plan in winter 2026/27.

Catch the Neighbourhood Plan team at Girton Feast on
11 July.

Andrew Muston, Neighbourhood Plan Team Lead
Girton_Neighbourhood_Plan@girton-pc.gov.uk

Further information:
Draft Greater Cambridge Local Plan:
www.greatercambridgeplanning.org/local-plan

Neighbourhood Plan: www.girton-pc.gov.uk/Parish/
girtons-neighbourhood-plan
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Girton Musical
Theatre – Come and
Sing!
Girton Musical Theatre’s next
show will be Gilbert and
Sullivan’s Princess Ida in

February 2027. Proper rehearsals start on 10 September,
but we are having two evenings in July at which we will
sing through the music. It is a less well-known show
than some of Gilbert and Sullivan’s other works, such
as The Mikado or Pirates of Penzance, but there are
some great songs in it and the usual cast of eccentric
and funny characters. Princess Ida was written at the
time when women’s colleges, including our own Girton
College, were first being founded, and it pokes fun at
Victorian attitudes towards women’s education,
Darwin’s theory of evolution and the battle of the sexes.

If you would be interested in finding out more about
singing with GMT, please email:
info@girtonmusicaltheatre.org.uk or simply turn up on
Thursday 2 July and/or Thursday 9 July at 8pm at the
Orchard Close Community Centre. You can also find us
on Facebook or check out our website:
www.girtonmusicaltheatre.org.uk.

Photos from our last production of Princess Ida in 2012

Girton Walking Group
Saturday 6 June
Wicken Fen

A complete washout was forecast for this walk but as is
often the case, it ended up being pretty dry with only
one downpour. We did curtail the walk slightly due to
the conditions underfoot but walked about 4 miles in
total. The Fen landscape was amazing, we saw leaping
deer and heard more than one cuckoo. Such a magical
walk, another grand day out.

Saturday 4 July
Hinchingbrooke Country Park
We meet at the car park which is pay and display at
Hinchingbrooke Park PE29 6DB at 10am.  It takes
roughly 24 minutes to get there. This is a circular walk
of approximately 4 miles but short cuts are available.
The cafe and rangers centre are currently shut for
refurbishment.  However, the toilets are open and there
is a food truck on the car park. Thanks to Patsy Smith
who is leading the walk.

Saturday 1 August
Rampton-Cottenham circular walk
This walk is 6 miles, but with short cuts which can
reduce it to 4 or 5 miles, for example on a hot day.
Maps will be available for anyone who wants to turn off
earlier. Terrain: flat grass paths or concrete/tarmac,
through rural farmland and the village of Cottenham
itself with its interesting church.  We will pause for a
breather in the churchyard. This route would be muddy
after rain and parts of it are quite exposed, so please
bring protection against the sun. The walk is followed
by a “bring and share” lunch to be held at Gina and Paul
Lane’s house. Please contact Gina at
ginaklane@aol.com by Friday 24 July to say whether
you are coming and what dish you would like to
contribute. Many thanks to both of you for your
hospitality.

If you need a lift or would like to join our mailing list
for future walks or if you no longer wish to receive
members’ emails, please contact me at
ann.jerram@gmail.com.  Note that all walks are at your
own risk.
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The Feast
The splendidly designed programmes for our Girton
Feast weekend have been delivered to our doors with
an invitation to enjoy a community fun day for all ages.
Much planning and sponsorship has created a time of
shared activities, adding another layer of happy
memories, built up year on year.

The value of keeping alive the spirit of festivity was
something that occupied the thoughts of Brother Roger
of Taizé. He wondered what life would be like if
festivity were to vanish. You might have a well
organized and functioning society, but one devoid of
spontaneity, losing a sense of mystery and surprise,
and even poetry, songs of joy, praise and intuition.

Feasting has long been associated with the release and
unity of singing, of sharing food, and in the reward of
finding a diplomatic way towards concord in difficult
situations.

Finding oneself in the midst of a crowd of like-minded
people all striving towards a common goal, can be an
exhilarating and reassuring experience. Seven times in
the Beatitudes, Jesus gave his disciples a manifesto for
living and abiding in faith that would provide inner
happiness and spiritual welfare for individuals and for
nations. Deep within the soul we may carry a special
treasure of hope that faces down adversity and
invigorates the zest for life.

David, the Shepherd-King expressed thankfulness for
the faithful provision of God in times of adversity.
“You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies” (Ps.23v5) “You anoint my head with oil; my
cup overflows.” David knew all about the oppression
of malign forces, from the fierce jealousy of the older
King Saul, to the rebellion of Absolom and the ever-
present threat of encroaching armies. Yet he rests in the
secure knowledge of God’s caring provision and the
power of His safekeeping. As a shepherd, David
remembered how he had watched over his flocks,
making sure that they had rich pasture on which to feed
as evening fell, and they needed rest and nourishment
to face the uphill pathways of daytime. He himself
would have circled the field checking for vipers’ holes,
or wolves hiding in the undergrowth waiting for a
moment to strike. When all was settled and safe, he
would have turned his attention to the refreshment and
comfort of his weary lambs, with oil and water.

In watching any of the documentaries in the Pilgrimage
TV series, you will have seen the gathering together of
a mix of people, varied in religious beliefs, or of none
at all. They set out to walk in the footsteps of those

who have sought spiritual revelation in the act of
journeying towards a sacred place. They exchange
personal insights along the way. As the rest centre
comes into view, they press forward, discard heavy
backpacks on freshly made beds and gather around a
table laid with nourishing food. To them it is a feast for
body, heart and mind.

God instituted several Feasts to stand as landmarks on
the history of the nomadic tribes of Israel in celebration
of the beneficence of God towards His creatures. Some
examples are the Feast of Purim (Esther ch.9 v 20-23),
the Passover with the Exodus from Egypt
(Deuteronomy ch.5) and the Festival of Lights with the
joyful singing of the Hallel (Ps. 113-118). For us, Jesus
instituted the Eucharist Feast as a remembrance of his
own sacrifice for our atonement and as a welcome to
come to his table in sincerity and truth.

Feasts invite us to come together in a spirit of
anticipation, mutual gladness and thanksgiving.

Happy Feasting to all!

Iris Niven

From the Registers
Funerals   5 May  June Gedge

12 May  Alan Farthing
27 May  Gill Stretch

St Andrew’s Church

Hymns and Pimms Service
On 12 July, as part of the Girton Feast Week
celebrations, we will hold our traditional Hymns and
Pimms service, where you can come along and sing
your favourite hymns, having partaken of a glass of
half-time summery Pimms.  There will be a sheet in the
church for you to add your hymn choice. And please
note that there will be no evening service at 6pm.

Prayer
Lord, guide and help those taking exams at this time so
that they may do justice to all they have learned. Help
them to keep their importance in perspective.
Nick Aitken (adapted)
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Rector: Revd Michael Bigg (on sabbatical leave)
Tel: 202145 (rector@girton.church)
Website: www.girton.church
Associate Priests:
  Revd Christine Barrow (mcbarrow@me.com)
  Revd Marie Lucchetta-Redmond (marie@girton.church)
Curate: Revd Kevin Parks: (curate@girton.church)
Licensed Lay Ministers: (llm@girton.church)
Children and Families Minister: Dr Eona Bell

Tel: 07305 201419 (cfm@girton.church)
Anna Chaplains: (anna@girton.church)
Churchwarden: (wardens@girton.church)

Sunday Services: July
5th       10:00am  Holy Communion (+ activities for
             children)
     7:00pm   Contemplative/Reflective Service
12th 8:00am   Holy Communion (BCP)

10:00am All-Age Communion
4:00pm   Hymns and Pimms

     6:00pm   No Evening Service
19th 10:00am  Holy Communion (+ activities for

        children)
     6:00pm    Evening Prayer (BCP)
26th     8:00am    Holy Communion (BCP)
      10:00am  Morning Prayer
2nd Aug  10:00am   Holy Communion (+ activities for
                                                                          children)

7:00pm    Contemplative/Reflective Service

Regular weekday Services: July
Tues         9am         Morning Prayer (said)
Weds        9am Morning Prayer (said) (Online)
Thurs       9am         Morning Prayer (said) (Online)

Other Services
8th      2.00pm   Abbeyfield, Ecumenical Holy

 Communion
21st     2.45pm   Arlington Manor,  Ecumenical Holy

 Communion
30th   11.00am Gretton Court, Holy Communion (BCP)

For up-to-date time and place information about all these
events please see the church website.  You are welcome
to join us for Sunday morning worship in person or
remotely at http://bit.ly/GirtonParishLive. Please check
the church website for up to date information
(www.girton.church).

The Rector, Michael, is on sabbatical leave until the
beginning of September. The Curate, Revd Kevin Parks,
is the main contact for this period.

Girton Baptist ChurchSt Andrew’s Church

Minister: Revd Nick Lowe
Church Tel: 07483 334860

Church Secretary: Mrs Virginia Rootham-Smith
 Tel: 01223 520442
Website: www.girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk

Services: July
at Girton Baptist Church
5th    10.30am   Morning Service with Communion
12th  10.30am   Morning Service
19th   10.30am   Morning Service with Communion
26th   10.30am   Morning Service

Other Events
Coffee Morning: Would you like a chat and coffee on a
Thursday morning?  Why not try our friendly and
buzzing Coffee Morning at Girton Baptist Church, from
10am?

Tuesday Afternoon Friendship Group: TAF this month
is on 7 July at 2.15pm with the Ann Pitmann singers and
a Strawberry Tea. All are welcome.

We warmly invite you to join our Bible study, at present
on the book of Revelation. Whether you're curious about
the Bible or wish to delve deeper into the Christian faith,
please don't hesitate to contact us. We would be
delighted to share more information with you.

All are welcome to the services and events that we
provide.

For further details about any of the above, including the
online Zoom link for any of the services, please call
07483 334860 or email:
secretary@girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk
or pastor@girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk.

A Short Devotion
Matthew 5:1-2  “Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he
went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples
came to him, and he began to teach them.”

The teachings of Jesus serve as the very foundation of
Christian faith. Jesus came to fulfil the law and to share a
message of love, grace, and redemption. His teachings
can guide us on how we should live our lives, interact
with others, and cherish our relationship with God. We
are encouraged to grasp His words and apply them to our
daily experiences, aiming to mirror His love and
compassion in every action we take. By being devoted to
His teachings, we cultivate a strong spiritual foundation,
grounded in truths that endure through generations.
(From the Bible Repository)
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If you would like to discuss any Parish
Council issues, please contact the
following:
Chair
Stuart Marshall, stuart.marshall@girton-pc.gov.uk
Vice–Chair
Vacancy
Councillors
Senay Aydin, senay.aydin@girton-pc.gov.uk
Victoria Brown, victoria.brown@girton-pc.gov.uk
Kate Collings, kate.collings@girton-pc.govuk
Martin Dickson, martin.dickson@girton-pc.gov.uk
Nas Hayat, nas.hayat@girton-pc.gov.uk
Ann Muston, ann.muston@girton-pc.gov.uk
Richard Reeves, richard.reeves@girton-pc.gov.uk
Walter Richards, walter.richards@girton-pc.gov.uk
Con Tasioulas, con.tasioulas@girton-pc.gov.uk
Gareth Willmer, gareth.willmer@girton-pc.gov.uk
Carolyn Wright, carolyn.wright@girton-pc.gov.uk
Yuan yuan Zhu, yuayuan@girton-pc.gov.uk
Formal correspondence to the Council
should be addressed to the Parish Clerk.
District Councillors
Corinne Garvie, Tel: 07780 932267
cllr.garvie@scambs.gov.uk
Richard Stobart, Tel 07950 934793
cllr.stobart@scambs.gov.uk
County Councillor
Edna Murphy, Tel: 01223 577005
edna.murphy@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Parish Clerk and Finance Officer
Yvonne Murray Tel: 01223 618619
clerk@girton-pc.gov.uk
Facilities Manager
Angie Vidler, Tel: 01223 618619
admin@girton-pc.gov.uk
Governance and Delivery Officer
June Butcher, Tel: TO BE CONFIRMED
gdo@girton-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.girton-cambs.org.uk/council.html
Postal address
Girton Parish Council
The Pavilion, Girton Recreation Ground
Cambridge Road, Girton
Cambridge CB3 0FH

You can also use these QR codes to contact us:

Girton Parish Council
Website

Girton Village
Community FB

Girton PC Twitter
@GirtonPCouncil

Solution to this month’s Codeword on page 13:

Contact numbers for bookings
Cotton Hall        07759 983420
Orchard Close       277164
Pavilion        618619
St Vincent’s Close      276447
William Collyn Community Centre   279587

Mobile Library
Thursday 30 July
Please note the date is correct as the library is
visiting a week later this month.
Thornton Court    9.40 – 10.00am
Abbeyfield           10.10 – 10.50am
Cotton Hall/Church  11.00 – 11.30am
Orchard Close         11.35 – 11.55am
St Vincent’s Close    12.00 – 12.40pm
Gretton Court   12.50 – 1.15pm
Churchfield Court   1.20 – 1.45pm

Bin Collections – July
Thursday 2  July Black bin
Thursday 9 July  Blue and Green bins
Thursday 16 July     Black bin
Thursday 23 July  Blue and Green bins
Thursday 30 July     Black bin
Please note that Food Caddy collections take place
every week.

Girton Mobile
                      Post Office

The van visits Girton on Fridays between 1.30-2.30pm
in the car park behind the Girton Village Day
Nursery on Cambridge Road/Orchard Close.

It offers most of the usual post office services:
sending parcels, buying stamps and withdrawing
cash but it does not have forms for the DVLA, TV
licences and passports

More information can be found by typing “Mobile
Post Office Girton” into a web search engine, which
will also state if the mobile van will not be there on
a particular date; or you can go to the “Mobile Post
Office Van Cambridgeshire” Facebook page. A
notice will also be on display in the van in advance
of any closed day.
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