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Rotary Memory Café, 10am–12 noon
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Girton WI, Abbeyfield, 7.30pm
A Model Cathedral – Jan Blunt
Cambridge TenSing starts new term
Histon Baptist Church, 7–9pm
Apple Juice Club AGM, 8pm
Girton Baptist Church
Computer Group starts new term
St Vincent’s Close, 10am–12 noon
Girton Musical Theatre, first meeting
Orchard Close Community Centre
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Falls Prevention Course begins
St Vincent’s Close 2.15pm
Club 55, from 9.30am
Shopping expedition to Grantham
Equinox Labyrinth and Conker Cairn
Recreation Ground, 4–9pm
Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Impington Music Society, IVC, 7.30pm
Matthew McCombie, piano
FOSA 60’s Disco
Pavilion, 7.30–11pm
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Girton Glebe School
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GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL
The following are amongst items discussed at Parish
Council meetings and information received by the Clerk.
The full minutes of Council meetings are published on the
village website: www.girton-cambs.org.uk/council.html
The August Council meeting traditionally is simply to
approve financial payments, so this month’s meeting was
very brief.
The only suggestion we have received for positioning of a
new graffiti wall is ‘on the front of the house of any
Councillor who thinks this is a good idea’. While not quite
the positive response we had hoped for, it does highlight
the controversial aura surrounding the subject in general.
The issue is being addressed as an attempt to counter the
prevalence of unsightly graffiti in various places in the
village. A suitably sited graffiti wall would allow
proponents of the art to practise their skills in a positive
non-controversial way. Any positive suggestions for
location of such a wall are still welcomed.
Planning permission for the new care home in Wellbrook
Way has finally been granted and we are scheduled to
receive the S111 agreement payment in September which
will allow progression of the revamp of the Pavilion car
park and footpath.
Complaints about encroachment of hedges onto roadside
footways have meant that we have had to write to a
number of residents asking them to cut back offending
growth to their boundaries. We would urge all residents to
check their boundaries and ensure that the problem is
controlled.
Regrettably our Finance Officer left the position in July
and for the time being at least, the role is now being
undertaken by our Clerk. We have received notification of
one volunteer to become Footpaths Officer and this will be
put to the next PC meeting. We still have vacancies for a
Health and Safety Officer and several vacancies for
Councillors. If you feel you would like to get involved
with the work of the Council please talk to any Councillor
or the Clerk and make any application in a brief letter to
the Clerk.

If you would like to discuss any Parish
Council issues, please contact the following:
Chairman
Haydn Williams, 40 Church Lane, Tel: 474667
chairman@girton-cambs.org.uk
Vice–Chairman
Andy Griffin, 1 Churchfield Court, Tel: 07956
447674
Councillors
Jane Buckler, 28 Girton Road, Tel: 277636
Tom Bygott, 9 Station Road, Oakington, Tel:
232966
Douglas de Lacey, 9 Woodlands Park, Tel:
565219
Val Godby, 38 Woodlands Park, Tel: 276372
Anne Kettle, 11 Redgate Road, Tel: 277505
Lee Taylor, 296 Wellbrook Way, Tel: 07791
179546
Mark Taylor, 16 Mayfield Road, Tel: 276563
Douglas Whittle, 23 Fairway, Tel: 704747
Lyndsay Williams, 51 Weavers Field, Tel:
07970 101578
Formal correspondence to the Council
should be addressed to the Clerk.
District Councillors
Tom Bygott, Tel: 232966
cllr.bygott@scambs.gov.uk
Douglas de Lacey, Tel: 565219
scdc@de-lacey.org
County Councillor
Lynda Harford, Tel: 01954 251775/07889
131022
lyndaharford@icloud.com
Parish Clerk and Acting Finance Officer
Susie Cumming, Tel: 472181
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk

As mentioned last month, information leaflets about
Greater Cambridge City Deal’s plans for tackling peaktime congestion are available in the Parish Office. The
public survey on this issue is open until Monday 10th
October 2016: please see www.gccitydeal.co.uk/congestion
to have your say.

Recreation Centre Bookings Administrator
Linda Miller, Tel: 472182
admin@girton-cambs.org.uk

Next meetings
The next meetings of the Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday 21st September and Wednesday 18th October,
both starting at 7.30pm at St Vincent’s Close Community
Centre. Members of the public are welcome to attend all
Parish Council meetings, and to speak in the open session
at the start.

Postal address: Girton Parish Council
The Pavilion, Girton Recreation Ground
Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0FH
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Free Business
Training and
One-to-One Support
Two Councils are urging local people to book onto a
series of free business support workshops.
Sally Neville is the first to admit that she didn’t know
where to begin with starting up a business. She is now
the proud owner of The Bea’s Teas, offering bespoke
afternoon tea party catering and everything associated
with it, such as full afternoon teas, cream teas, cakes,
desserts, vintage crockery, linen, glass and cutlery hire.
The Bea’s Teas has enjoyed a busy few months.
Catering for 75 members of the Saudi Royal family and
their friends and associates, including HRH Duke of
Cambridge, has been Sally’s highlight to date.
So what made the difference? Sally, from South
Cambridgeshire, attended some business support
workshops earlier in 2016 and is full of praise for the
knowledge and advice she received. ‘The workshops
were brilliant and the information given was
invaluable,’ Sally enthuses. ‘I would recommend them
to anyone starting or growing their businesses’. From
developing a business plan to detailing what was
required to make her business legal, the business
support workshops covered everything Sally needed to
get started.
Funded by South Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire
District Councils and in partnership with Nwes, the
UK’s largest not-for-profit Enterprise Agency, the
programme has already supported 60 local businesses
and residents looking to start a business. They are now
reaching out to others to continue its success. Cllr Peter
Topping, Leader of South Cambridgeshire District
Council, said: ‘These free workshops have been a huge
success so far this year and I would urge any local
business to think now about booking on one of the
latest dates that have been announced. The sessions
cover a range of topics and there really is something to
support all businesses.’
Taking place in St Neots, Cambourne, Huntingdon and
Melbourn, there will be eight workshops in September
and October covering key business subjects such as
finance, winning and retaining customers, business
planning and digital marketing. All workshop attendees
will also be able to access one-to-one business advice
from Nwes Business Advisors, to help implement the
learning from the workshops and discuss their
businesses specifically.
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For Sally and The Bea’s Teas it wasn’t just the
workshops that were beneficial. ‘The inclusion of oneto-one follow up appointments with experienced
business advisors means that this full package can
really encourage business owners to think differently
about growing and steering their business in the right
direction’.
To book a free place or to find out more about the
Business Workshop programme and advice sessions
please contact:
Nwes on 0845 6099991 or info@nwes.org.uk
Or: Nicole Kritzinger at South Cambridgeshire District
Council on 01954 713454 or
Nicole.Kritzinger@scambs.gov.uk

BUS PASS RENEWAL
The County Council is aware that over the next
eighteen months the number of renewals of
concessionary bus passes is potentially going to be
very high. It is the responsibility of the pass holder to
check when their pass is up for renewal and then to
contact the County Council to get a new one.
In order to aid the pass holder, we have set up a new
form which allows people to easily renew online. This
online form can be found at
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/concessionary. If you
have any problems with the online form then you can
also call the number on the back of your pass or go to
the library where you will be able to get help.
Passenger Transport Team
Phone: 0345 045 0675
Email: passenger.transport@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Post: Passenger Transport Team, Box SH1013, Castle
Court, Shire Hall, Cambridge CB3 0AP
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From Our Councillors
Councillor Tom Bygott
Free business support workshops
As reported on page 6, South Cambridgeshire and
Huntingdonshire District Councils are funding a series
of free business support workshops being delivered by
Nwes, the UK’s largest not-for-profit Enterprise Agency.
The programme is:
Finance for NonFinancial Managers

7 Sept

St Neots

Financial Masterclass

7 Sept.

Peterborough

22 Sept.

Peterborough

7 Sept.

St Neots

6 Oct.

Cambourne

Digital Marketing for
Beginners
“

15 Sept.

Huntingdon

21 Sept.

Melbourn

Digital Marketing
Masterclass
Business Planning
workshop
How to increase your
profit

6 Oct.

Cambourne

15 Sept.

Huntingdon

21 Sept.

Melbourn

“
Winning & Retaining
Customers
“

To book a free place or to find out more about the
Business Workshop programme and advice sessions
please contact Nwes on 0845 6099991
or info@nwes.org.uk
Cambridgeshire aviation heritage website
A new website, cambsaviationheritage.org.uk, has been
launched to provide an online trail for tourists and
enthusiasts to guide them through the history of aviation
in the county. The launch of the site took place recently
in the WW2 control tower at Waterbeach Airfield.
The website provides details of all the best places to
visit, explaining the history of the sites, how to get there
and what can be seen when you visit. The website also
provides information about aviation events around the
country and gives links to other relevant sources of
information for those who want to know more.
Cambridgeshire Healthy Weight consultation
Local residents are being urged to share their views on a
healthy weight strategy. A healthy weight is defined by a
BMI (body mass index) of between 18.5 and 25

(weight/height2 in kg/m2, or 703 x lb/inches2). The
strategy covers both problems of being underweight
and overweight.
The last few decades have seen a huge rise in the
incidence of obesity worldwide, and locally 63.6% of
local adults are overweight or obese. Communities,
individuals and local organisations are being asked
their views on a strategy to reduce (or increase)
unhealthy weight locally. It calls for action to support
children and adults achieve and maintain a healthy
weight. You can provide your thoughts on the subject
at www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/HealthyWeight
I think that it is very important that we encourage the
University to build an Olympic sized swimming pool
on the West Cambridge site; there are only nine pools
of that size in the entire country and swimming laps is
one of the healthiest forms of exercise.
Cllr Tom Bygott
cllr@bygott.net
07765 475 513

A View from the District
We have just been hit by two pieces of bad news. A
successful appeal against our refusal to allow a
development of 199 houses in Melbourn makes it clear
that Inspectors are largely swayed by our lack of a
viable Local Plan and a five-year housing supply. This
will give the green light to a host of such proposals
which it will be very difficult for us to refuse. I’m
asking our new Head of Planning for a meeting to
discuss strategy. The second blow is the confirmation
that the proposed large development at Cambourne
West will not provide our target of 40% affordable
homes, because it will have to provide a hefty grant to
the City Deal for infrastructure. We always knew that
the Deal was expected to attract parallel funding, but
had not realised that this meant it would beggar
developer contributions. So once again a Deal
supposed to improve our lot looks set fair to achieve
exactly the opposite. A group called Smarter
Cambridge Transport has put forward some trenchant
criticisms of the way the Deal is going: sadly the
response suggests the Board is not listening.
The SCDC Group leaders (Tory, LibDem and
Independent) had an extensive meeting with our CEO
on 22 July. We found a good deal of common ground
particularly on the recommendations of the Boundary
Commission for SCDC and I have written to the
Commission opposing them.
(Continued on page 8)
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Continued from p. 7
We were told that the real advantage of the City Deal,
and of devolution, is that they involve us in transport
infrastructure; it still seems to me a very small gain.
And the major implication mentioned above was not
spelled out.
Shortly after our meeting, the CEO unexpectedly
announced her resignation. It is a difficult time in
which to consider how best to proceed: we are facing
protracted problems over the Local Plan, devolution,
City Deal, and the reorganisation of the Council with
only 45 Members. Noises have been made about a
shared CEO: I would like to get our current shared
services into something like a workable state before
we begin that discussion.
Cllr Harford and I have met the Pro-Vice-Chancellor
in charge of the NW Cambridge project, to air our
concerns about the governance of the community
there. The planners have completely ignored the
boundary between us and the City such that adjacent
homes may pay different taxes and be eligible for
different benefits (those in Girton could benefit from
generous grants from Girton Town Charity). We are
also concerned that the management of sports facilities
and open spaces by the University, but for a fee on
residents which will parallel the local council tax,
could cause problems. For the first time in many such
discussions I think the other side saw the point and
agreed it needed to be considered. The University has
begun a programme of free site tours and they are well
worth doing. We also discussed signage and addresses
and were assured that signs would direct people to
Girton and that Girton would remain part of the
address – Royal Mail has not approved the names
chosen by the University for the various parts of the
development.
Following this Cllr Harford and I had a further
meeting in which we agreed many areas in which we
shall work together.
I am shocked to learn from a resident that the Daily
Mail is claiming that SCDC levies excessive (and
possibly illegal) charges on credit card payments of up
to 2.5%, way above the recommended limit of 0.6%.
My correspondent notes that when SCDC presented
him with a bill the first payment option was by credit
card ‘for which there may be a surcharge’. Clearly the
Authority should know whether there would be or no,
and how great it is. I shall be asking questions at the
next Council meeting on 22 September; meanwhile I
suggest you pay SCDC by cheque.
Please remember that the deadline for commenting on
the City Deal’s ‘workplace parking levy’, which is
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likely to exacerbate traffic problems in Girton (details
at www4.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/citydeal/congestion),
is Monday October 10; while the deadline for
commenting on the devolution deal (details at
www.scambs.gov.uk/devolution) is Tuesday 23
August.
If you would like a fuller monthly report emailed to
you please contact me at scdc@de-lacey.org and I
shall add you to the list of recipients. If you have any
District Council issues you would like to discuss
please don’t hesitate to ask me.
Douglas de Lacey

GIRTON PARISH NEWS
WINS ANOTHER
AWARD!

At the Cambridgeshire Building Society’s Community
Magazine Awards on 21 July 2016, Girton Parish
News was once again successful. We gained joint First
Prize (with Parish Pump) in the Best Editorial
category.
The winning article was ‘What’s Killing
the Greenfinches’ by James de Winter,
which was published in the December
2015 issue.

James de Winter

Congratulations to James for his consistently
interesting ‘Natural Girton’ articles, and thanks to the
many volunteers without whom the magazine would
not get written, typeset, proofread, and distributed
around the village!

Community Magazine Awards winners
(Centre back, GPN Treasurer John Bishton and Advertising
Manager Marion Fisher)

Angela Blackburn
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Autumn Equinox Labyrinth and
Conker Cairn

Impington Music Society
2016–17
A reminder for September 23rd 2016.

This year’s equinox labyrinth and conker cairn
will take place on the far side of the Rec
underneath the horse chestnut trees on Wednesday
21st September.
Villagers of all ages are invited to come around
4.00pm and help make the labyrinth (no special
skills required – just turn up!). We will then walk
(or run!) the labyrinth to mark the end of Summer
and the start of the Autumn/Winter season. As
dusk falls we will light the labyrinth with tealights in jam jars and enjoy the magical
experience of walking a pathway of light.

The winding path of the labyrinth is sometimes
seen as a metaphor for the journey of life.
Walking a labyrinth together is a great symbol of
community and reminds us that we are all on the
same journey of life. Walkers are invited to pick
up a conker to represent something they are
thankful for, carry it with them, and then place it
in the centre of the labyrinth, so that we gradually
build up a wonderful ‘conker cairn’. This is a free,
all-age event, so do come and join in the fun!
Schedule: 4.00pm, labyrinth making; 5.00pm,
labyrinth walking and ‘conker cairn’; 6.30pm,
candle lighting; 7.00pm, sunset and start of
candlelit walk; 9.00pm, event ends.
The labyrinth is organised by Kay Barrett with
friends from St Andrew’s Church. You can see a
video of the first equinox labyrinth at the ‘Passing
Through and Settling’ site,
passingthroughandsettling.org/events/23rdseptember-2014/. You can also see more about
local labyrinth happenings at
www.kayspathway.com

We begin with one of our very favourite
recitalists, Matthew McCombie. His music
usually includes works from the romantic era of
Chopin and Liszt so why not come along to
share a delightful evening.
The remainder of the calendar follows, or one
may be obtained at the September concert.
AUTUMN TERM
23 Sept – Matthew McCombie – solo piano
21 Oct – Robin Horgan (tenor) and friends
25 Nov – Oakington Singers
SPRING AND SUMMER TERM
3 March – Stephen Perse Foundation
School students
17 March – Ian Kelleher and Charles Ellis –
guitar and cello
31 March – Local Group 'Singing for Fun'
28 April – James Eisner – tenor/baritone –
Music for St George's Day
19 May – Palm Court Tree-o – Music for a
Summer Evening
Non-member attendance at any concert
£5.00 (children and students £1)
All meetings take place
in the Brackenbury Room at
Impington Village College at 7.30pm
For other details including membership, contact
ann.jerram@gmail.com, Tel: 514135

Free English lessons
for speakers of other languages.
Chesterton Community College.
Friday 16th September, 9.30am.
Contact me to book your free place.
Sarah Adams
sadams@chesterton.cambs.sch.uk
www.esolcafe.co.uk

For more information please contact Kay Barrett,
labyrinth facilitator, at singing.kay@gmail.com.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

On Sunday 9th October we will be walking the
towpath from Milton to Waterbeach. If you
would like to join in, email Avril at the address
below to receive your registration pack.
Breast Cancer Now’s Wear it Pink event will
be on Friday 21st October. You can get your
participation pack from wearitpink.org/signup
If you would like to get involved in fundraising
for Breast Cancer Now then please do get in
touch. If you would like to find out more about
Breast Cancer Now and how your donations
will be used then visit our website
www.breastcancernow.org
Breast Cancer Now’s mission is to fund
innovative world class research into Breast
Cancer. Here in Cambridge Breast Cancer Now
is funding researchers who are learning about
the genetics of breast cancer and finding new
genes involved in breast cancer.
Avril Williams
avril.williams1@btinternet.com
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CAMBRIDGE TENSING
TenSing is looking forward to another busy
year, filled with lots of events and fun evenings.
We start again on Thursday 8th September, at
Histon Baptist Church, 7–9pm. Most activities
are based around singing, but we also dance, act
and play band. Also, if you’re interested in tech
stuff with sound systems, you may like to join
the tech team for events. The group is for years
7–13 and run by the young people for the young
people, with DBS checked adults present. All
are welcome to Cambridge TenSing, which is
supported by the YMCA and Histon Baptist
Church. For any information or queries please
don’t hesitate to contact either me at
lilyduncan@me.com or our administrator, Terry
King, at jking47@aol.com
Lily Duncan
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Girton Musical
Theatre

Cambridgeshire Hearing Help
Advice about equipment for deafness is
available to all; in addition NHS hearing aid
wearers can exchange batteries and have
hearing aids re-tubed.
Sessions are from 2pm to 4pm on the third
Wednesday of each month at Girton Baptist
Church. These are free sessions and no
appointment is necessary. Should you require a
home visit please telephone 416141 between
9.30am and 12.30 pm Monday to Friday.
More information can be found on our website
www.cambridgeshhirehearinghelp.org.uk
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We would like to apologise for incorrectly
announcing last month that we would be
performing Pinafore next year. We should have
said PATIENCE, but this will be Patience as it’s
never been seen before – watch this space and
village notice boards for more details!
And – Looking for a new hobby this year?
Interested in appearing on stage?
Keen to rekindle an old love of singing?
We are looking for new members to join the
chorus for next year’s Girton Musical Theatre
production of Patience. As well as singing there
will be some dancing (to various skill levels), a bit
of marching and a lot of acting! Rehearsals start on
Thursday September 15th (Thursdays and Fridays
from January). Full details of rehearsal and show
dates, and other information, can be found on our
website www.girtonmusicaltheatre.org.uk or you
can follow us on Facebook.
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Artwork by Tim Shuker-Yates

Hi,
I hope your summer was as much fun as ours, here
are some photos of our Paintball trips and a couple of
murals we did for Impington Village College.

Now school has started again, I wanted to
remind everyone that we are still here! We offer
local children and young people opportunities
to meet up, have fun, try new things and meet
experienced youth workers for help and
support.
We hold all GYP sessions at Cotton Hall, next
to St Andrew’s church, including:
Monday Youth Club
4.30–6.00pm 8–11 year olds
Thursday Youth Club
5.00–7.00pm 11–14 year olds
Thursday Late Club
7.00–9.00pm 14–19 year olds
The evenings give young people the chance to
meet friends, play games or just relax in a
comfortable atmosphere. We also arrange
regular events and trips for all the project
members. The club does also encourage the
young people to voice opinions and concerns,
so if you want to have your say about
something in the village, this is the place.

Artwork by Kyle Warwick

There is no charge to come to the club, we will
just ask each person to have a parent or
guardian fill out a permission form to say they
are happy for them to attend. For more
information look at our website:
www.girtonyouthproject.co.uk or Facebook.
Tim Shuker-Yates
Girton Youth Project is supported and funded
by Girton Town Charity through the
management of The YMCA Cambridgeshire
and Peterborough
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I begin this article on Sunday 14th August. There has
been no serious rain for several weeks and conditions on
the allotment site are clearly affected. The main track is
parched light straw in colour, looking like a cricket strip
after a 5 day test match; frequency of mowing is less;
attempts to dig find the ground iron hard; weeds don’t
come out at a pull; some crops such as runner beans and
squashes are having their growth to maturity held back;
hopefully, potato and tomato blight (to which subject I
shall return) is being checked, blight flourishing in damp
humid conditions. A period of drought is of mixed
effects, good and bad.

Allotments in August drought
Activity has been relatively low level. It’s been very hot
at times to work during the day. And it’s the holiday
period. And perhaps there comes a point when folk just
cannot face seemingly never-ending days of struggling to
and from the pumps with watering cans. Today I watched
a couple reading a notice on one of the pumps, advising
that it was temporarily out of order. I wondered whether
they would give an inward sigh of relief and give up. All
credit to them, they took the longer trek to the other
pump. I confess to reducing my watering efforts to just
my precious tomato plants. It’s very likely that by the
time you read this in early September much rain will
have fallen and all the above will seem a different world.
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It’s a much-used cliché to say that the most
common topic of conversation for the British is the
weather. Since early spring there has existed a
variant of this for us allotment workers. BLIGHT. I
believe that I wrote about it a year ago, but I repeat
here a paragraph from an RHS webpage:
Potato and tomato blight is a disease caused by a
fungus-like organism that spreads rapidly in the
foliage and tubers or fruit of potatoes and tomatoes
in wet weather, causing collapse and decay.
In very early summer, much earlier than usual,
many growers noticed brown/black blemishes on
stems and foliage of their potatoes. Conversations
became obsessed with “Is it or isn’t it blight?” Then
in one part of the site, two members had their potato
foliage turned to desiccated brown sticks almost
overnight. Not quite true to say that panic set in, but
anxiety certainly did. Actions varied: members
whose potato foliage was destroyed dug up the
tubers, some of which seemed OK, others soon
started to rot. Many others, in order to forestall the
spread, cut down the foliage and then, waiting
varying intervals, dug and stored their potatoes,
earlier than usual in the season. I intend to make
regular checks of my sacks of spuds hanging on my
garage wall. Additionally, there was a lot of slug
damage to the crop this year. It’s annoying to find
holes drilled into some tubers. Unless too heavily
damaged, the usual thing is to keep affected
potatoes aside and use them first, cutting out the
damaged areas.
I’ve concentrated on potato blight, but still more
distressing is its attack on tomatoes (to me the most
precious crop). Some members have had their
plants destroyed. Leaves show ugly blemishes and
then shrivel; stems turn brown; the fruit then turns
brown and eventually black. I confess to using an
anti-blight spray. To date this has worked, holding
the disease at bay, and I have already had great
quantities of ripe tomatoes. As I’ve written before:
in a totally different league from shop-bought
tomatoes. Even if blight strikes now, I’ll be
disappointed but satisfied with the year’s haul.
I’ve reached my word limit for this month. I must
just say that apart from the blight difficulties, and in
spite of weather conditions early in the season, as
always we have enjoyed a wide-ranging selection of
vegetables and fruits in our kitchens and at our
tables. Perhaps a wee bit less prolific than other
years, but more than ample. The season is well
advanced. Already there are emptied areas of earth,
awaiting the sowing of green manure, or late overwintering crops, or perhaps for some it’s time just
to dig and then sit back until next year.
Graham Jones, Girton Allotment Society
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our Ladies and Mixed pairs were beaten in the 3rd
round, while the Men’s pair made it to the semi’s. Well
Done All!

Girton Cricket Club
As the season end approaches both teams
are fighting hard in their respective
divisions. The 1st team are narrowly just
outside the relegation zone in their league but the 2nds
have a great chance of promotion.
A few notable performances recently include Andy
Burton taking 5 wickets for 40 runs, Adam Dyer 91 not
out, Simon Shank 54, Tony Thornton 74 not out and
Cieran Hayes 81 not out on his debut.
We held our annual Family Fun Day on August 7th with
a great turn out of players, families and friends enjoying
a 20/20 match involving adults and children alike and
also our most recognised club member Peter Jeffries.
We are still holding our monthly quiz nights at The
George every 2nd Monday of the month, the next ones
being on 12th September and then on 10th October. £1
per person and teams of 4.
A few out of season events are currently being planned
also, with a trip to Peterborough greyhounds, the highly
competitive Tenpin bowling evening, and the Cricket
Club golf open.
Any enquiries please contact any of the below:
Paul Dawson (Chairman): 07899 981117
Dean Stacey (Club Captain): 07841 625675
Matt Hobbs (1st Team Captain): 07525 254907
Andy Burton (2nd Team Captain): 07850 693505

The Winter Season planning is now under way – the
first game of the Indoor/Outdoor League at Chesterton
Bowls Club is on 23 September. Contact Graham if you
are interested.
The New Village Hall – Recent contact with the South
Cambs Planning Department indicates that the last few
details have been finalised and now good progress is
being made!
For any information do contact our Secretary Graham –
grahamclare71@virginmedia.com – and keep an eye on
our website www.girtonbowlsclub.weebly.com
Sian Franklin

Girton Golf Club

Dean Stacey

Girton Bowls Club
Roll-ups each Thursday 6pm – The 1st
September will now be an informal
Drive, i.e. a have-a-go match. Our
regular open Roll-up sessions are now
running each week to the 15th
September. Do come along and try out. Winter
maintenance will then close the Green for this year.
The Club Competition is progressing well. All
matches must finish by end of August (plus an ongoing
competition for those unable to make it). The Finals
Day and Lunchtime BBQ is on 11th September starting
at 11am. Organiser, Geoff McCall. An audience is
always welcome!
Our four League Teams are battling on with good
humour and optimism and making progress up the
rankings. It is likely we will finish this first season
midway up in all three leagues. In the Knockout in BHL
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End of Season Dinner at Abbeyfield with Trophy
Presentations and Awards – come and enjoy a tasty
meal and applaud our Players of the Season. Put Friday
30th September, 7 for 7.30pm in your diary!

Summer has been a busy time at the Golf
Club with the new stewards supporting
numerous events and matches with
wonderful food and a really friendly
ambience. Alan Fletcher and his team of PGA
professionals have been working flat out and the
greenkeepers have managed to maintain the course in
fantastic condition.
Annie Wilkins, the Ladies Captain, held a brilliant
Ladies Captain’s Day with an exhausting but fun-filled
Ceilidh evening afterwards. The Invitation Day filled
the course with members and their guests, and Chris
Atkin, the Club Captain, ensured the day was hugely
successful and as enjoyable as 27 holes can be.
Gents competition winners – John o’Hannon
(Strokeplay medal & Hewitt Goblets (2)), David
Newlands and Dave Grant (Stableford), Chris Stanton
(Seniors Medal), Finlay Creighton (Stableford), Simon
McKenzie (Hardstone Trophy), Richard Haslop and
Sammy Lau (Medal), Drew Wilkins (Bogey Cup).
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Junior winner – Matthew Laven (July medal).

Final position – 5th out of 8 (21 points)

Ladies winners – Lindsey Green and Anne Lockwood
(Jubilee Cup), Paula Aitken (Simons Trophy & Medal),
Sandy Mitchell (MVR Stableford) Tricia Dudley, Mae
Kember and Louise Lloyd (Breast Cancer Qualifiers),
Annie Wilkins (Medal), Tricia Dudley (Stableford),
Gillian L’Angellier (Medal)

Netball Coach Required
We still do not have a coach, so team members are
doing a fantastic job of running our weekly sessions,
but if you know anyone who would be interested in
coaching our enthusiastic group please make contact.

Seniors have played matches against Heydon Grange,
March, Bourn and Lakeside Lodge (all away) and The
Cambridgeshire (home).
For those who would love to get into golf we have Learn
to Play in a Day – £35 for 5 hours of coaching,
including lunch, range balls, equipment hire and a few
holes on the golf course. A great social and fun
experience to get back into golf or give golf a go for the
first time. Dates are:
Wednesday 14th September 10am–3pm
Tuesday 27th September 11am–4pm
Wednesday 26th October 10am–3pm.
You can book via the www.getintogolf.org website or
call 01223276169 (select Pro shop) or email
info@alanfletchergolf.com
Junior Roll-up classes continue on Sundays between 12
and 1pm with Dean Saunders. No need to book just turn
up and pay £5 for the hour of fun coaching and games.
Or contact the Pro shop for details of a Junior FREE
Taster Event.
The new term of Junior Golf Passport Scheme starts on
Sunday 4th September. This is a 6 week course where
Dean will take each player through the golf foundation
junior passport scheme to achieve different levels and get
golf course ready: www.juniorgolfpassport.org

Weekly Training Sessions
For more information about Monday night training
sessions contact Mel at
girton.village.netball@gmail.com. Also find us at
www.sites.google.com/site/girtonnetball/ and our
Facebook page: www.tinyurl.com/girton-netball
Mel Gulston

Girton Tennis Club
The Olympic tennis matches in Rio are
now probably a distant memory, but at
the time of writing this article many of us are still
recovering from a very late night watching the
incredible final between Andy Murray and Juan del
Potro. Although the standard of play in Girton doesn’t
quite match Olympic standards, we are very grateful
to Bob Harrower (ranked number 31 in world for his
age group) for providing coaching to our members
last month.
Serving technique was one of the items Bob tackled
and the picture shows Alan with our automatic ball
serving machine. This is very handy if you don’t have
a local Olympic Gold medal holder to practice
against!

Alan Henderson-Smith

Girton Netball Club
Another netballing season has flown by and ended in
July. We have welcomed some lovely new members to
our team this year and encourage anyone who would like
to join us to make contact and come to a training session.
Training sessions will resume on Monday 5th September,
starting at 7.30pm. It only costs £3 per week and you can
make friends and have a fun time whilst staying fit.
Summer League 2016
We definitely improved as the league went on …
Results:
21st April: Histon2 36 – 9 Girton (1 point)
12th May: Girton 20 – 37 Stetchworth (2 points)
26th May: Girton 26 – 47 Linton (2 points)
16th June: Cambourne4 35 – 16 Girton (1 point)
30th June: Girton 35 – 40 Little Thetford (3 points)
7th July: Girton 23 – 16 Ely3 (6 points)
21st July: Coton2 0 – 0 Girton (Coton2 forfeit, 6 points)
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The summer evenings may be drawing in now but
playing in the autumn sun with the leaves around the
recreation ground just turning is a real pleasure. We
hope to see more of you on the courts soon. We run a
supervised session for juniors on Friday evenings
from 6.30 to 7.30pm (weather permitting) throughout
the summer. Club members play after this session on
Friday evenings.
Tennis is an excellent way of getting some exercise
and having fun. Details and application forms can be
found on our web site www.girtontennis.org or
contact our Membership Secretary Kevin Keeves on
276660 or by email at info@girtontennis.org
Alan Franklin
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The Orwell Cruise
Club 55 members set off from
Girton at 11.15am on
Thursday 21st July 2016 by
coach to make their way to
Ipswich Docks for a cruise
down the river Orwell. Fortytwo people from the village
boarded the Orwell Lady for the three and a half hour
cruise through the locks at Ipswich, under the A14
Orwell Bridge, past Pin Mill and HMS Ganges and
into Harwich Harbour.
The day was overcast but warm, allowing most people
to sit outside for a great deal of the journey. As we
approached Harwich a chilly head wind sprang up and
became quite strong as we sailed into the open area of
the harbour itself but it wasn’t a problem for us.

sandwiches, cakes and even strawberries. Quantity
and quality made the buffet very enjoyable indeed and
everyone had plenty to eat. Hot drinks were available
and there was a bar on board.

Breezy later – but still smiling
Go to club55.wordpress.com and scroll
down to Lunch Club Facebook page to
view more pictures.
I don’t believe it! The Phantom appeared
again on Thursday 11th August. When
showing the film ‘The Phantom of the
Opera’ sound and video went out of sync.
For your diary:

All smiles as we leave Ipswich docks

Mon. 12th September – New Term.
10am to 12 noon at St Vincent’s Close
Community Centre. Our computer group
will again deal with the very basics for
using laptops and tablets. Using email,
internet, Dropbox and more – it would be a
really good time to start from the very
beginning – we can help with laptops if
you don’t have one. We can also help with more
complex programs. Why not give us a try? We are
a very social group open every Monday except bank
holidays. Tea, coffee and biscuits always available
and what’s more there’s no charge for the help given
by our volunteer ‘digital champions’.
Wed. 21st September: Bus trip to Down Town &
Garden Centre, Grantham (if financially viable).
Thurs. 29th September, 12 noon: Film ‘War Horse’
at St Vincent’s Close Community Centre, Buffet £5.
Wednesday 21st December: The afternoon has been
set aside for a Christmas Party for the over 55’s.

Still smiling mid-cruise
On our approach to the harbour a buffet was laid out
inside the boat and passengers were able to go below
and help themselves to an excellent meal of pastries,
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Friday 7th April 2017: Weekend away on the North
Norfolk coast with Club 55 plus mystery tour and visit
to Holkham Hall (if financially viable).
For more details or to book any event contact:
Sam Clift Tel:01223 564808
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Girton WI

News for Older Residents
September is the month for new beginnings.
After a bit of a delay I am delighted to be able to tell you
that a weekly Exercise to Music class will be starting on
Thursday 8th September, 2.30–3.30pm in the Pavilion. It
will cost £3.50 per session and you just turn up with a bottle
of water to keep yourself hydrated. This all-round body
workout to music will help to improve your fitness,
coordination, strength and balance. Claire Strongman is the
tutor so, for more information, phone her on 07762 914904.

On a beautiful August day, members of the WI were
invited to afternoon tea in the lovely garden of our
President, Margaret Pearce Higgins. Between forty
and fifty people came. The marquee provided some
shade and the tea was excellent. One of the
members, who makes beautiful cakes, had provided
the birthday cake, it being the Anniversary of the
WI. It was cut by the Darts team who had had a
good result this year. Margaret Pearce Higgins was
presented with a bouquet and flowers were given to
a member whose 65th birthday was on that day. It
was a wonderful and memorable event.
The photos of the event are on the Girton WI
Facebook page. If you would like to join us, contact
our membership secretary on 526013.

And the Falls Prevention course starts on Tuesday 20th
September at 2.15pm in St Vincent’s Close Community
Room. After the exercise there will be a social time for chat
and a cup of tea, so each session will finish about 3.45pm.
This 12 week course is absolutely free but must be
booked with me in advance of 20th September.

‘Singing for Breathing’ in Girton

Thirdly, new basic Computing Instruction will start on
12th September at the Computer Club which meets on
Mondays, 10am–12noon in St Vincent’s Close
Community Room. All of us who have devices which we
hardly know how to use are especially welcome to attend.
Bring any portable ones with you and the tutors there will
help people individually without any pressure or cost. PC
instruction will be on the computer set up in the
Community Room.

On 26 July Girton resident Kay Barrett held a special
‘Singing for Breathing’ session in Girton for people
with chronic lung health problems. Kay leads a
‘Singing for Breathing’ group in Chesterton, using
singing exercises devised by the British Lung
Foundation. The Chesterton group meets on Thursday
afternoons, and is open to people from Cambridge and
the surrounding area. Kay holds taster sessions from
time to time to encourage people to join.

In October as part of Cambridgeshire Celebrates Age we
are holding a special event. It will be on Friday 14th
October, 2–4pm in St Vincent’s Close Community
Room. I look forward to working with Gail Cooke, the
Girton Warden, and other AgeUK colleagues on this
occasion. More details about this next month, but in the
meantime keep this date free.

The Girton session was held in the St Vincent’s Close
community room. The afternoon started with tea and
biscuits, followed by a brief introduction to the benefits
of singing for lung health. People then participated in a
relaxing ‘body scan’ visualisation, followed by a variety
of movements and stretches and breath and voice
exercises, including yawning and laughing. We then
moved on to some of the more challenging vocal
exercises and had fun singing songs, both familiar and
less well known.

Also, in coming months, I plan to hold an information
session regarding Lasting Power of Attorney. Please
watch this space for further details.
To conclude, if you can use a raised toilet seat, a zimmer
frame or a wheelchair let me know.
Patricia Johnston, Older Residents’ Coordinator
Mobile: 07469 660866
Email: patricia.johnston@ageukcap.org.uk

Corinne Garvie

Following the taster session, two Girton people and one
Huntingdon Road resident have joined the Chesterton
Singing for Breathing Group. If you have breathing
difficulties and would like to join the Singing for
Breathing Group, please contact Kay, mobile 07845
726975 or email
singingforbreathingcambridge@gmail.com
You can find out more about Singing for Breathing at
www.blf.org/singing

September 2016
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Church can change your prespective
The Winner Takes It All …
I’m writing this article and watching the
Olympics in Rio. I am captivated by the beauty of
the place (all those shots of Copacabana) and the
pervasive carnival atmosphere. The athletes are in
Rio for serious purposes, but for some reason this
particular Olympic Games emits a global party
vibe. Whatever the surroundings I’m always
fascinated by people who are at the top of their
game and find some of the performances utterly
compelling; the skill and accuracy of the Korean
archers, and the quick-footed co-ordination of the
Irish boxer, the poise and speed of the Italian Judo
gold medallist. Perhaps my total lack of sporting
talent makes the event all the more entertaining.
Aside from the physical feats, it is also interesting
to watch the facial expressions of the athletes as
they win or lose. The protocol seems to be that
they hug their opponent after each event, in spite
of the outcome. There are genuine hugs of
friendly acceptance and the forced hug in
obeisance to custom. Some athletes try hard to
hide their emotion while others let rip in cries and
tears. In one vital moment, four years’ worth of
hard graft can receive its reward or be erased with
nothing to show for the long haul. We all fear
failure in one guise or another, but without some
risk, nothing significant would ever be
accomplished.
When we watch the games on TV, we don’t see
the 5.30am training routine every morning before
work. We don’t see the missed weekends, the
strict diets, the toll on family life, the sweat, tears
and exhaustion. We see a final, polished product.
These are people who have not simply dreamed of
accomplishing something, but people who have
actually achieved it. Bradley Wiggins claimed
that his dream of competing in the Olympics is
what spurred him on in his training. All this might
make us question whether we are dreamers or
doers.
What are your dreams?
At the time of the early Church in ancient Greece,
there were Olympic Games in the Roman colony
of Corinth. This was a place where a man called
Paul seeded a church which had its fair share of
social problems. Paul conceives of the life of faith
as one of discipline and rigour – a kind of race to
win the prize of salvation. Paul is at pains to
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explain that following Christ Jesus will take
determination, self-denial and endurance:
‘Do you not know that in a race the runners all
compete, but only one receives the prize? Run in such
a way that you may win it. Athletes exercise selfcontrol in all things; they do it to win a perishable
garland, but we an imperishable one’ (1 Corinthians
9: 24–25).
The race for life that Paul describes does not ignore
failure, past mistakes or obstacles on the way, but
emphasises the necessary dogged persistence in the
search for truth and meaning. He doesn’t make claims
for an easy stride to victory but rather that faith will
be rewarded in an eternal life lived with God – the
treasure in heaven that will not perish.
On a more earthy note, a postcard was recently
pushed through our door advertising a Cuban
Bootcamp to be held on Girton Rec. I discovered the
card on the doormat after coming in from a late-night
meeting and thought, given my puffing and panting
from the cycle trip into town, this might be a good
idea. I was wooed by the Cuban association which
conjured images of sun-soaked sessions with an
Olympian Adonis. The morning after brought a reality
check over a strong coffee and the thought of soggy
lycra in the murky drizzle at 6am. Think I’ll forego
the bikini-body this year.
Mandy

PARISH REGISTERS
Weddings
Jemma Jones and Samuel Yaw OppongKonadu on Sunday 28th August 2016 at 2.00pm.
Minister: Revd Roger Bowen.
Baptisms
Felix Edward Stokes on Sunday 14th August
2016 at 3.30pm. Minister: Revd Mandy Maxwell.
Harriet Grace Anderson and Eva Elizabeth
Anderson on Sunday 21st August 2016 at
3.30pm. Minister: Revd Mandy Maxwell.
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Rector: The Revd Dr Mandy Maxwell
The Rectory, 42 Church Lane, Girton
CB3 0JP
Tel: 276235
Email: girtonstandrews@gmail.com
Website: www.girton.church
Associate Priest: The Revd Christine Barrow
2 Cockerton Road, Girton CB3 0QW
Tel: 575089 Email: mcbarrow@me.com
Licensed Lay Ministers:
Mr Dugald Wilson
Tel: 276940
Mrs Christina Deacon Tel: 525337
Churchwardens:
Mr Bruce & Mrs Wendy Hunter
Tel: 503958
Mrs Alice Few
Tel: 276072

Minister: Revd Nick Lowe
219 Wellbrook Way, Girton CB3 0GL
Tel: 279289
Secretary: Mrs Virginia Rootham-Smith
Tel: 926807
Website: www.girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk

Sunday Services: September
(There is an All Age Service the first Sunday of the
month and Sunday School is available the following
weeks during the morning service. Tea and coffee
are served at the end.)
All services are led by Revd Nick Lowe, unless
otherwise stated.
4th

10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Worship
Evening Service
with Communion

11th

10.30am
6.00pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
at Landbeach Baptist Church
(Note earlier time)

18th

10.30am

Morning Worship
with Communion
Evening Worship
(to be announced)

Sunday Services: September
4th

10.00am
7.00pm

Holy Communion
Taizé Worship

11th

8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

BCP Holy Communion
All Age Family Worship
BCP Evensong

18th

8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

BCP Holy Communion
Holy Communion
BCP Evensong

25th

8.00am
10.00am

BCP Holy Communion
Harvest Festival and
Morning Prayer

6.30pm
25th

10.30am
4.00pm

Morning Worship
Songs of Praise
Led by Christine Kimmitt
(Note earlier time)

Weekday Services: September
13th

2.30pm

28th

11.00am

29th

11.00am

Service of Holy Communion
at Abbeyfield
Service of the word at
St Vincent’s Close
Community Centre
Service of Holy Communion
(BCP) at Gretton Court

All are welcome to any of our services.

September 2016

29

Girton Neighbourhood Watch
Chair: Val Godby
v.godby897@btinternet.com, tel. 276372
Vice-Chair: Geoff Varley
geoff.varley3522@btinternet.com, tel. 276772
Secretary: Margaret Wheatley
wheatleymargaret606@yahoo.co.uk, tel. 527093

RUBBISH COLLECTION
Tuesday 6 September
Tuesday 13 September
Tuesday 20 September
Tuesday 27 September

Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin

Police non-emergency number: 101
To report fraud or cyber crime, visit
www.actionfraud.police.uk or tel: 0300 123 2040

MOBILE LIBRARY
Thursday 22 September

For Hire: North Room
adjoining St Andrew’s
What is available?
A modern centrally heated room linked to the rear
of the church. Ideal for meetings of up to 12 with
tea/coffee making facilities, toilet facilities and
adjacent car parking at the recreation ground.

Thornton Court
Abbeyfield
St Vincent’s Close
Orchard Close
Hicks Lane
Gretton Court
Playgroup/Church
Churchfield Court

09.30 – 09.50
09.55 – 10.30
10.35 – 11.10
11.15 –11.35
11.40 – 12.00
12.05 – 12.35
12.40 – 13.00
13.05 – 13.30

The charges: £10 per hour.
Contact details:
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Bookings via the Rector on
01223 276235
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