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Girton Parish Council
The following are amongst items discussed at Parish
Council meetings and information received by the
Clerk. The full minutes of Council meetings are
published on the village website: www.girtoncambs.org.uk/council.html.
Firstly, may we wish all Girton residents a happy and
peaceful New Year.

Next meetings
The next meetings of the Parish Council will be held on
Wednesday 18th January and Wednesday 15th
February, both starting at 7.30pm at St Vincent’s Close
Community Centre. Members of the public are
welcome to attend all Parish Council meetings and to
speak in the open session at the start.
A full list of Councillors can be seen on page 30.

As the copy date for this edition has come before the
agenda for the January meeting has been finalised, and
before the December Parish Council meeting has been
held, it’s quite a short report this month.
Regular readers will be aware that the Parish Council is
keen to form a group of parishioners to develop a
Neighbourhood Plan, the object of which is to define a
vision for the future of the village over the coming
years. This will be an important document which will
help ensure that any development in the village will
meet the identified needs of the community rather than
any developer’s whim. To date the response has been
limited to just 2 or 3 volunteers so we still need more.
Reluctance to come forward may well be because there
is a lack of understanding of the extent of the work
involved. We are therefore arranging for a
representative from South Cambridgeshire District
Council to give a presentation at our January meeting,
on what exactly is involved in developing a
Neighbourhood Plan. If you think it is something you
would like to know more about, then please come along
at the start of the meeting at 7.30pm.
Many thanks to the parishioners who helped with fitting
the replacement bulb for the tennis court lights – not a
straightforward task, as the lighting stands are 8m high!
Thanks also to those Councillors, staff and residents
who put up the Christmas lights on the Pavilion and
Cotton Hall. Your help is much appreciated.
Wings for Life Run 2017 – Advance Notice
Back in May 2016, Girton welcomed the runners taking
part in the Wings for Life Run, and the event will
happen again in 2017: the event is planned for 7th May,
with Huntingdon Road and Girton Road/Cambridge
Road closed from 11.55am until 2pm, except for
emergency access.
If you have any queries, please contact the organisers at
wingsforlifeworldrun@uk.redbull.com. From 9th
January 2017, there will be a residents’ hotline available
from 10am to 4pm on 0203 117 2092. There are also
two public meetings planned, the first at Cottenham
Village Hall on Thursday 2nd February at 6.30pm, and
another at Over Town Hall on Thursday 9th February,
again at 6.30pm.
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From Our Councillors
County Councillor Lynda Harford
It’s been decided! We are to have a mayor. All 7 constituent councils and the Local Enterprise Partnership
have approved the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough
Devolution Deal. Cambridgeshire County was last but
one of the councils to hold its meeting on the afternoon
of 22 November and voted to approve. The deal will
bring £20m a year for 30 years for infrastructure and
£170m for delivery of at least 2,500 affordable homes
in the next 5 years. This is seen as just the first step to
accessing greater local power and funding. Public
Health is taking the lead on Devo 2 and is focusing on
addressing health inequalities.
On the subject of health, the National Institute for
Health & Care Excellence [NICE] has just opened consultation on improving how patients and the public can
help develop its guidance and standards. It is reviewing
the way it involves those who are not health or social
care professionals in that process and is encouraging
people to submit their views at www.nice.org.uk/about/
nice-communities/public-involvement/consultation.
Four items relating to new/improved cycling schemes
were considered by the council’s Economy &
Environment Committee at its most recent meeting.
These included Phase 2 of the Huntingdon Road
cycleway which would see completion of the last part
from just beyond Oxford Road to the junction of
Histon Road/Victoria Road. There were a large number
of public speakers on all these items and some of the
common concerns expressed related to the floating bus
stops. The recommendation that further work should be
undertaken with the Bus Quality Partnership on this
aspect was extended to include disability and cycling
groups. The committee has also set up a working group
to review the cycling schemes that have been
completed so far.
I was absolutely delighted to hear that Girton Glebe
Primary School had been rated as ‘Good’ by Ofsted
following its recent inspection. My congratulations to
the new headteacher, Drew Simpson, and the school’s
Board of Governors for the hard work that they have
put in. I attended the school’s Christmas Fayre again
this year and was once more reminded of the
contribution that a school like Girton Glebe, in the
heart of a community, makes to that community. I was
also reminded that there are some excellent bakers in
Girton. I couldn’t sample the mulled wine as I was
driving but more than made up for that disappointment
by eating some delicious cake.
The county council has recently launched the
Cambridgeshire Communities Innovation Fund. Worth
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an initial £1m, it is intended to support the council’s
transformation programme and bids are invited from the
voluntary, community and social enterprise sectors. The
council’s aim is to further develop community resilience
and widen the scope of the very valuable work that local
organisations do for their communities. Further details
are available from lisa.faulkner@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.
Please let me know if I can support anyone thinking of
bidding.
My very best wishes to you all for 2017. Thank you to
everyone who has contacted me during 2016. If you
would like to know more about what’s happening at
Cambridgeshire County Council, please let me know
and I will add you to the circulation of the report that I
write monthly for parish councils.
Lynda
lyndaharford@icloud.com
01954 251775/07889 131022
Follow me on Twitter: @2whit2whoo

A View from the District
May I wish all readers a prosperous and peaceful year.
2016 went out with a bang: Brexit, the devolution
proposal and the resignation of both the Leader and the
Chief Executive of SCDC. I hope 2017 may be calmer.
I said last month that 17 November would be a busy day
with a housing briefing, a peer review and the
devolution debate. In the days leading up to the 17th
opposition members became increasingly agitated at the
cynical and contemptuous way in which we were being
treated by government and our own administration.
Very late in the day we received an agenda, with a note
that the key document – the Statutory Instrument setting
out the details of the devolution proposals – was subject
to ‘minor changes’. These turned out to be fairly major,
promised supplementary information was not provided,
and the debate was eventually postponed.
The housing briefing held worrying news: our planned
housing supply remains well below government targets,
and our ability to meet the need unclear. It was stressed
that the funding which would come with devolution
would provide a significant boost. Our officers are
doing all they can to encourage house-building in a way
which should create successful communities.
The Peer Review team interviewed over 100 staff and
councillors. The word ‘strong’ featured much in their
comments (strong leadership; strong relationships with
officers; strong relationship with central government,
better than many councils; we have even been on a
strong journey) though they are worried – as we are! –
over our lack of housing supply and our difficulty in
retaining good staff. I am not sure it was the most
penetrating of reviews.
Girton Parish News

By the time of the postponed Council meeting we had
still not received much of the promised information.
Although the devolution Statutory Instrument was
marked DRAFT we were informed that this meant we
could not change anything in it but Parliament probably
would. It’s a pig in a poke. What is clear is that it
amounts to a centralisation of power in the hands of the
Mayor. We were assured that this was the best possible
offer and civil servants were amazed at its generosity.
For all our concerns the result was a foregone
conclusion, and we now move towards a devolved
County; though I opposed it, I shall now do what I can
to ensure its success.
I have been given an update on the University
development. It is disappointing to discover that City
officers still fail to see that the boundary will create
significant issues; the welcome pack was to have
trumpeted grants available to residents – but for city
residents only. We discussed the possibility of a regular
local magazine and I pointed out that half the site will
receive one, courtesy of Girton Parish News. The
decision to brand the whole site as Eddington will
further hide issues which ought to be clarified and
addressed.

happen very often when they do they can be worrying.
UK Power Networks is the electricity network and it
provides a “Priority Services Register” for people who
might need extra help in a power cut. Older people,
families with very young children, and people with
specific medical conditions are among the many people
who are eligible to register for free support. You can
find more details and register by visiting
ukpowernetworks.co.uk/prioritysupport or calling 0800
169 9970.’ As I said above, do let me know if you are
worried about this.
If you would like a fuller monthly report emailed to you
please contact me at scdc@de-lacey.org and I shall add
you to the list of recipients. If you have any District
Council issues you would like to discuss please don’t
hesitate to ask me.
Douglas de Lacey

On 6 December I attended the Planning Committee
Meeting as there was a presentation by Anglia Ruskin
University on technical aspects of their Howes Place
application (to be decided in January). This provided
nothing new, and because questions could only be on
the presentation I was limited in what I could ask, but
raised two concerns: the issue of legal nuisance and the
obtrusive nature of the floodlights. The former was
ignored by the applicant and the reply to the latter was
their standard response that light leakage is low. As I
cannot attend the January meeting I shall be writing a
letter to the Committee expressing all my concerns, and
I hope that all residents who feel theirs have not been
met will attend to demonstrate the level of unease over
the application. I was pleased that several committee
members were asking searching questions.
The Committee then approved Phase 2 of Northstowe.
The Government’s Homes and Communities Agency,
which is driving Phase 2 and which had previously
refused to agree to our 40% affordable housing criterion,
has suffered a change of heart. Now it is offering 40%
‘starter homes’ plus 10% ‘affordable rented’, as one of 5
pilots for the starter home project. The meaning of
‘starter homes’ is not perfectly clear but we can only
hope this will boost our affordable housing supply.
In these miserable months a power cut can be
devastating for some people. UK Power Networks have
released the following statement, and if you are at all
concerned please do contact them – or me if you find
that easier. ‘Do you or someone you know need extra
support during a power cut? Although power cuts don’t
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Charity Jumble Sale
21st January 2017
Cotton Hall, Girton 10.30am–1.30pm
Girton residents Spencer and Laura are running
the London marathon in April 2017 in aid
of Leukaemia Care. Please come along to
our jumble sale and grab a bargain while
supporting a great cause. All money raised
will go directly to the charity.
Having a pre or post Christmas clearout?
Please donate your unwanted but good
condition clothes or saleable goods to us. None
of this will be possible without your jumble
donations. Text 07481 905258 or email
spencer.norman1@hotmail.co.uk to find out
drop off locations for jumble or
to arrange collection if required.
Thank you for your kind support.
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Sustainable Girton
and FOGG
bring you Girton's
first

Repair Café
Sunday 8th January 2017
from 12 to 2pm at Girton Glebe
Do you have something that’s broken, that you
think could be repaired if only you knew how?
Then come along to Girton's first Repair Café!
The idea is really simple – people who have stuff
that needs to be fixed get together with people who
can help them fix it – and you can pick up some
simple repair skills at the same time!
Find out more about what can be fixed and how to
book a slot with a repairer by visiting foggpta.org
and following the link.
If you enjoy mending things and you’d like to
lend a hand, let us know what you can repair and
we’ll be in touch. Simply email:
foggrepaircafe@gmail.com.

Girton Parish News

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Developing
Support for
Family
Carers in
Girton
Are you looking after someone?

Friends of St. Andrew’s Church

The Gentlemen
of St. John’s
A New Year’s evening
of choral, popular and
close-harmony singing

Then you are probably a Carer. For family Carers it
is vital to safeguard your own wellbeing as the
stress of being a Carer can have an adverse effect
on your health and how you enjoy life.
Carers Trust Cambridgeshire and Girton Town
Charity are working with local organisations and
groups to develop and coordinate support for
families looking after someone in the village. We
want to build on the fantastic support already
offered in the village. We all extend you a warm
invitation to come along, share ideas and
perspectives and a lovely lunch. We would like
support for Carers in Girton to be of benefit to as
many family carers as possible. Many of you have
contributed some great ideas by completing our
recent Carer Survey, and this is an opportunity to
build on those ideas. Please come along and help us
design support with you and your family in mind.
Carers Support Lunch and Discussion

Saturday 14 January 2017
at 7pm
St. Andrew’s Church, Girton
wRefreshments includedw
Ti ckets £10.00 each
Tel: 01223 276731
or emai l:
girtonfosa@yahoo.co.uk

Thursday 26th January, 12.30–2.30pm
at the Girton Baptist Church
It would be good to know how many to expect for
catering purposes so if you can let us know you are
intending to come in advance we would
appreciate it.
Carers Trust Cambridgeshire is a local charity
supporting Family Carers of all ages, and we offer a
wide range of support and services, including
information, advice and guidance, support with
emergency planning, planning for the future, groups
and day clubs, and care and breaks.
For further information about the support we offer
or to book a place for our Carers Support Lunch
and Discussion please call Carers Trust
Cambridgeshire on 01480 499090.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Girton Feast
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Sat 1st to Sun 9th July 2017

LATEST UPDATE
FROM THE ORGANISERS
Our theme is now confirmed as ‘Transport/Getting
About’. Booking and planning continue to go well.
If you have any ideas of what we can include in the
week’s festivities – perhaps an event that your group
would like to hold, or a ride to book for the Big
Family Fun Day on Saturday 8th July – do please get
in touch and find a date and time in the week’s diary.
See our progress so far on the website
www.girtonfeast.org.uk or look at our Facebook page.
For details, please contact:
Carol – carol.noble@ntlworld.com
or Helen – hazeldene@deech.org.uk.

January 2017
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
GIRTON COLLEGE MUSIC SOCIETY
TUESDAY 17 JANUARY at 5.45pm (until 7.00pm)
Stanley Library, Girton College
A PIANO FOR HAVANA
A recital to raise money towards the purchase of a concert piano for the Amadeo
Roldán Conservatorio in Cuba. The brilliant prize-winning Cuban pianist
Marcos Madrigal and internationally renowned opera singer Ann Liebeck present
an exciting programme of songs and piano music by Cuba’s answer to
George Gershwin, Ernesto Lecuona, and Grammy winner Yalil Guerra.
This programme has already been performed by Liebeck and Madrigal to great
acclaim in Rome, Vienna, Oxford, Dublin, and at London’s South Bank Centre.
Admission free; retiring collection
SUNDAY 22 JANUARY at 2.30pm (until 3.30pm)
Stanley Library, Girton College
A SONATA OF SOLSTICES AND EQUINOXES
Matthew Schellhorn (piano) performs A Sonata of Solstices and Equinoxes (2017) by Northern Irish composer
Ian Wilson, alongside other repertoire. This new work engages with themes of recurrence, time and musical
culture as found object, referencing indigenous musics from Africa, India and Ireland. Wilson has composed a
number of significant works for Schellhorn, including the monumental solo cycle Stations and a piano concerto
Flags and Emblems; Schellhorn’s premiere performance of another piano concerto, Mutazione, was recently
broadcast on Radio 3.
Admission free; retiring collection
SUNDAY 29 JANUARY at 2.30 pm (until 3.30 pm)
Chapel, Girton College
DUETS, ARIAS AND SONGS FOR COUNTERTENOR AND BASS
David McGregor (countertenor)
Keir McGregor (bass)
A wide-ranging selection of works by Dowland, Handel, Purcell, Mendelssohn and Gurney.
Admission free; retiring collection

Cambridgeshire Hearing Help
Advice about equipment for deafness is available to all; in
addition NHS hearing aid wearers can exchange batteries
and have hearing aids re-tubed.
Sessions are from 2pm to 4pm on the third Wednesday of
each month at Girton Baptist Church. These are free
sessions and no appointment is necessary. Should you
require a home visit please telephone 416141 between
9.30am and 12.30pm Monday to Friday.
More information can be found on our website
www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk.
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GIRTON GARDEN SOCIETY
Thursday 12th January at 7.30pm
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
and Social Evening with Buffet Supper
No need to book
Competitions:
1. A foliage plant
2. A photo of a plant or of your garden

Girton Parish News

News from Girton Glebe Primary School
News from Girton Glebe
Primary School

As the autumn term draws to a
close, Girton Glebe Primary has
been its usual hive of activity
with many exciting things
happening in and around school.
FOGG Christmas Fair The Friends of Girton Glebe
(FOGG) Christmas Fair was an amazing success this
year, with the hall and classrooms filled with festive
stalls and activities to raise money for the school.
Amongst our stalls we had Santa’s grotto, face painting,
mulled wine and mince pies, festive games and an array
of beautiful homemade arts and crafts to purchase. The
event was incredibly well attended and visitors were
treated to two wonderful carol performances by the
Girton Community Choir and the school choir which
was led by Mrs Whitworth. I must extend our gratitude
to FOGG who raised over £1400 for the school at this
event and say an enormous thank you to Girton Town
Charity who agreed to match fund the Christmas Fair in
order to help us pay for new interactive whiteboards in
our classrooms.
Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance Congratulations
to our children in Years 1 & 2 who performed their
Christmas production, Christmas Around the World, on
Friday 9 December to two packed audiences. The
performance was linked to the children’s topic work,
Around the World, and saw our pupils telling the
Christmas story by visiting different countries to learn
about how other cultures celebrate Christmas. The
children then returned from their travels to give gifts to
Jesus, telling him about their own traditions. Our
children worked so hard to learn their lines and rehearse
the range of wonderful songs that they sang. They
performed brilliantly over the two shows and did
themselves proud! Well done to all of our children and
many thanks to our KS1 staff for their hard work in
putting the story together!
EYFS Nativity On Friday 16 December, our EYFS
children performed their nativity, Christmas with a
Twist, to a packed audience of family and friends,
retelling the traditional Christmas tale as a combination
of narrative and music. Our friends at Girton Nursery,
Scallywags and Cottontails were invited to join our
pupils to watch the dress rehearsal on Thursday 15
December, and our EYFS children performed
incredibly well across both days to two large audiences.
Well done to all involved in putting the nativity
together, it was a delight to see our youngest children
performing with such confidence and enjoyment!
Book Week Between Monday 28 November and
Friday 2 December, all of our children participated in
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an incredibly exciting Roald Dahl themed book week
which saw a range of activities, competitions and events
take place around the school. The week began with a
fancy dress day where children and staff came dressed
up as their favourite Roald Dahl characters and the
children were also treated to an assembly led by Pippa
Goodhart, author of Winnie the Witch. Pippa returned on
Tuesday to lead story writing workshops in a number of
classes, and throughout the week the children were
encouraged to take part in a range of competitions
including Extreme Reading (have your photo taken
reading a book in an unusual location), Find the Wally
(search for the Where’s Wally characters around school)
and Guess the Teacher (identify the teacher hiding
behind their favourite children’s book). Huge thanks to
staff for preparing such amazing activities, and well
done to Mr Kohler for organising the week’s visitors and
competitions!
Musical Visitors As part of the Singfest Project run by
Cambridgeshire Music, our children were treated to a
special assembly in late November led by two opera
singers who performed their show, Operatastic. Girton
Glebe also hosted two saxophonists from Cambridge
University who came to perform for our children and
talked to them about learning to play instruments. The
sessions were hugely enjoyable and were a real
inspiration to our young musicians.
Terrific Scientific Since mid-November, some of our
KS2 classes have embarked on the journey of
completing work for the BBC’s Terrific Scientific event.
Terrific Scientific is a nationwide campaign aimed at
involving 9–11 year olds in mass-participation
investigations across 2017. Our children, led by Mrs
Storer, have begun some of the preliminary work and are
now registered to take part in the other events which will
begin as of January.
There has been some incredibly exciting science work
taking place around school this term and, just recently,
our children got to spend time looking for bones and
skeletons by dissecting owl pellets. The children
involved found a wide variety of bones, including skulls,
thighs, pelvis, ribs and jawbones, from a number of
small mammals. The children observed the different
bones then sorted and classified them before trying to
rebuild a full skeleton.
Colchester Castle On Thursday 24 November, our Key
Stage Two classes visited Colchester Castle to support
their topic work on The Romans. They arrived in school
bright and early to be on the coach for 7.50am and made
their way to the castle where they spent the day
exploring the building and visiting the museum. It was
the largest invasion of Colchester Castle in many years
and our pupils had a fabulous day engaging in a range of
Roman and Celt related activities.
… continued on Page 13
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News from Girton Glebe Primary School
News from Girton Glebe Primary School

…continued from Page 11
The children built Roman villas and Celtic roundhouses
by stacking ‘concrete’ blocks and other materials.
Following their guidebooks, they toured the museum
looking for specific artefacts and during the day they
even got to visit the caves beneath the castle to learn
about the peasants’ revolt!
Thank you to all of our staff for organising this event
and many thanks to our volunteers who went along to
support our pupils during the day!
Swimming Success On Tuesday 6 December, sixteen
of our Y5 & 6 children took part in a swimming gala at
Impington Village College and spent the morning
competing against three other schools in a range of
disciplines. The children took part in breast stroke,
freestyle, t-shirt and float races and ended the morning
scoring a total of 104 points, beating Histon Juniors to
first place. The children were fabulous ambassadors for
Girton Glebe and demonstrated an amazing sporting
attitude – congratulations to all who took part in this
event!

Girton Glebe Primary
School Christmas Fair
Thank you to all who visited our
Christmas Fair at Girton Glebe
Primary School on Saturday 26th November! We had
over 300 visitors who enjoyed the fun of the fair and
together we raised over £1,400 for our school.
We are especially grateful to Smartkidz, St Andrew’s
Church, Anne’s Cushions and the school governors for
fundraising for the school, to Girton Town Charity for
their support and to the long list of local companies
who generously donated raffle prizes. We also extend
our thanks to the external stallholders, and to Girton
Community Choir for their lovely carol singing.
We hope to see you at our ﬁrst family event of 2017
which will be the annual FOGG Tree Shred on Sunday
8th January, 12pm to 2pm.
With all best wishes for the New Year.
Friends of Girton Glebe
www.foggpta.org.uk
Registered Charity 1098145

Cross Country Running On Tuesday 29 November,
54 children from Years 4 to 6 took part in the Cross
Country Competition at Wimpole Hall Home Farm,
where they competed against children from other
schools within their respective year groups. It was a
fantastic event and great to see such perseverance,
dedication and team spirit shown by all who took part.
Congratulations to all of our runners!!
Mr Andrew Simpson
Headteacher
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Great News for
Girton Residents in 2017
Relate Cambridge is delighted to announce that a
bursary is available for Girton residents who require
relationship counselling. There is also funding for any
children or young people requiring counselling, whose
parents live or work in – or have a close connection to – Girton.

Girton Youth Project
I hope you’ve had a fantastic year, and that it was as
much fun as ours, but now school is starting again, I
wanted to remind everyone that we are still here! We
offer local children and young people opportunities to
meet up, have fun, try new things and meet
experienced youth workers for help and support.
Some of the work that we do involves carrying out
projects at the Girton Glebe Primary School, and many
Key Stage 2 students may have joined in on some of
the fun games and creative projects that we do within
the school. From building high powered bottle rockets
in lesson time to apple bobbing competitions at
lunchtime, we provide unique and fun activities each
week for the young people during their school day.
So if you’ve heard of us in the school, come and join in
on the extra fun we have every week at one of the
clubs! We hold all GYP sessions at Cotton Hall, next to
St Andrew’s church, including:
Monday Youth Club
4.30pm – 6.00pm (term-time only) 8–11 year olds
Thursday Youth Club
5.00pm – 7.00pm 11–14 year olds
Thursday Late Club
7.00pm – 9.00pm 14–19 year olds

Relate Cambridge is preparing for a peak in calls this
New Year as relationship tensions between families
and couples come to a head over the festive period. In
January 2016, Relate Cambridge received a 71%
increase in calls. Elaine Taylor, Relationship
Counsellor at Relate Cambridge, said: ‘This is a trend
we see every year and we are bracing ourselves for
another busy January.’

Relate Cambridge would like to thank
Girton Town Charity for their recent offer
of a further 3 years of funding.
Relate Cambridge offers information, advice
and counselling for all stages of your
relationships at our outpost in Girton.
Call us on 01223 357424 or visit
www.relatecambridge.org.uk for more information.
Relate Cambridge – supporting relationships
at every stage of your life
Relate has been fully supported by the Girton Town
Charity specifically to offer services to the local
community, and particularly welcomes Girton Residents
to the funded outpost. The sessions run from 1.45pm to
6.30pm every Tuesday at Cotton Hall. For more
information or to book an appointment,
contact Relate Cambridge on 01223 357424
Mon-Thur 8am-10pm, Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am-5pm
(confidential answerphone at all other times).

The evenings give young people the chance to meet
friends, play games or just relax in a comfortable
atmosphere. We also arrange regular events and trips
for all the project members. The club does also
encourage the young people to voice opinions and
concerns, so if you want to have your say about
something in the village, this is the place.
There is no charge to come to the club, we will just ask
each person to have a parent or guardian fill out a
permission form to say they are happy for them to
attend. For more information look at our website:
www.girtonyouthproject.co.uk or email: tim.shukeryates@theymca.org.uk.
Tim Shuker-Yates
Girton Youth Project is supported and funded by
Girton Town Charity through the management of The
YMCA Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
January 2017
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Tom Horton
Those of you who have paid close attention to the walls
of the Pavilion will have noticed the plaque to Vic
Watson, Girton’s most famous footballer so far. His
example has inspired 17-year-old Tom Horton, who has
gone from Girton Colts to a bewildering combination of
training and games for both Cambridge United Shadow
Scholars and Cambridge City first team. Describing
himself as a ‘utility player’, switching between centre
midfield for United and right midfield for City, Tom’s
career is already impressive. Highlights have included
playing at Goodison Park, playing in front of 1,000
strong crowds and playing at Mansfield in the first round
proper of the FA youth cup with Cambridge City under18s – the first time the youth team had reached such an
advanced stage of the competition. One day he would
like to be the subject of a new plaque, preferably going
from Cambridge via West Ham and England to reach the
wall of the Pavilion!
When did you start playing football?
I’ve been playing for as long as I can remember – I
guess I must have started at about 5 or 6. I started
playing for the Colts under-8s side when I was 7.
When and how did you realise that you might be able
to take the game to a professional level?
When I was offered a place on the Cambridge United
Shadow Scholars programme, which is a college
programme offered in partnership with a level 3 BTEC
sports diploma. It gives you the same training schedule
as the professionals, which has made me a better player.
It was a good route to choose as I’m now semiprofessional at Cambridge City.

How do you manage to fit everything else around your
footballing commitments?
I study for two hours on a Monday and Tuesday afternoon,
then on Friday we have six hours of lessons. The course is
based on coursework, which is tough to do alongside all
the training, but I can study in the library in the evenings.
What are your favourite and least favourite aspects of
the job?
My favourite is that goal-scoring feeling – not a lot beats
that! – and winning in general. My least favourite is being
injured and having to sit out, which is really frustrating.
What will your next steps be?
Next Autumn I’ll be trying to gain a scholarship to a US
college or university to do a 4-year BA with the same sort
of training opportunities as the programme I’m on now.
The facilities over there are second to none – college sport
is taken very seriously there and thousands of people watch
it. I have a cousin there doing a tennis scholarship, so it
would be amazing to be in the same place. To try and get a
place people usually work with agencies, and I’ve also had
to do an exam at Hills Road and send a video of myself
playing. It would be a crazy experience, but also very good
for my footballing skills.
Thanks to Tom and his dad Chris for talking to me, and
best of luck with the American scholarship! If you know
anyone who is doing something amazing in Girton, or if
you would like to feature in a future Girton profile
yourself, please let us know.
Alison Giles

Can you describe a typical week’s football?
I have training on Monday and Tuesday mornings with
the Shadow Scholars, then a game on Wednesday with
them in the College League. I train for Cambridge City
on Thursday, work in the college gym on Friday with
Cambridge United on strengthening and conditioning
and then have a game for Cambridge City on Saturday.
On Sunday I have a day off.
What have been your best moments so far?
I think there are two:
(1) Playing at Goodison Park with Cambridge
schoolboys in the Inter-Association Trophy final when I
was 15. It was a crazy experience to sit in the same
changing rooms as Wayne Rooney and Ronaldo – we
were in the away changing rooms because we were
playing Liverpool schools.
(2) The first leg of the same final at Cambridge United
stadium where they got 1,000 people in to watch us draw
2-all. As a Cambridge United fan that was really
important.
January 2017

Tom in action last year for Cambridge City under 18’s. A
few weeks after this, on 11 March, he made his debut for the
Cambridge City first team away to Hitchin at 16 years and
311 days old (one of the youngest ever for Cambridge City).
Photo by Nigel Cliff.
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Date of writing: Tuesday 6th December. It’s early
afternoon; it’s grey out there; already fog is forming.
Over recent weeks the site has appeared in varied
aspects. Some mornings, on pulling back my curtains, I
cannot see through the fog to the hedge and street lights
on Cambridge Road. Other mornings the view is of
sparkling white frost covering the site, foliage and
buildings. Some nights, with a clear sky, silver
moonlight bathes the allotments. There are fleece
tunnels dotted around, keeping emerging broad beans
and young brassica plants warm.
Even on these
sometimes
dank,
sometimes
cold and frosty
days, a few
hardy and
enthusiastic
members have
been out there
working.
Mainly
digging has been their task. A few plots have been
ploughed and look truly agricultural with their dark,
shiny, straight furrows. This reminds me of yet another
thing heard on Gardeners’ Question Time which makes
one question one’s methods. The team agreed that
digging is bad!! (Not for our backs but for the soil.)
Useful bacteria and vital nutrients exist in the top few
inches and they are destroyed by the disturbance of
digging. Leave the soil undisturbed and regularly cover
with fresh layers of compost and manure. Oh dear ... lots
of us feel so virtuous when we have completed our
annual or twice yearly turning over of our plots. As I’ve
said more than once in previous articles, there are
various theories and methods; stick with what we enjoy
but what has proved successful.
It was planned to have a big bonfire in the evening of
Saturday 5th November. Great heaps of hedge cuttings
and other dry non-compostable materials were invited
onto a spare plot. It promised to be a spectacular event.
Care was to be taken regarding hedgehogs and toads
sleeping there. Unfortunately rain and wind direction
thwarted the plan. Also too much green material was
dumped there. When conditions were right, it took ten
hours to burn the material. It will provide ash, a useful
soil nutrient.
So, with the allotment site to some extent dormant, I am
taking a different line from usual in the remaining space.
I am devoting it to that maligned vegetable, THE
January 2017

MARROW. I say “maligned” on various evidence.
When a grower approaches a neighbour or friend with
a bag of marrows, the potential recipient turns away or
politely refuses. In Autumn, there is a heap of marrows
at the pump for folk to take. When the much-missed
Noel Knights used to put out a box in the community
area for surplus crops for Jimmy’s Night Shelter, there
was a notice attached, “No marrows”. The popular
chef, Nigel Slater, writes, “The marrow is a handsome
vegetable in the golden light of a church window at
harvest festival, rather less so in your vegetable rack”.
And he speaks, derogatively I feel, of “finding them in
the garden, lurking under their giant leaves like a
beached tugboat”.
However, most of us grow them. I tend to raise and
plant out too many. More commonly, we fail to pick
our courgettes in good time. What is a lovely small
courgette one day seems to become a great marrow
overnight. Fortunately a friend of mine accepts them
for a sheltered home in Cambridge where they are well
received. (Jimmy’s Night Shelter take note!!) And they
store well for many weeks in the garage.
I don’t go along with the commonly heard opinion that
the marrow is bland, tasteless, slushy. Halved
lengthways, seeds scraped out and the resulting hollow
filled with minced meat, tomatoes and onion, herbs
and spices, and then baked ... this makes one of my
favourite evening meals at the height of the allotment
season. Chunks boiled, with a white sauce, (anathema
to many) makes a creamy accompaniment to such main
courses as sausages and bacon. A useful quality of the
marrow is that it absorbs the flavours of such herbs and
spices as cayenne, paprika, garlic, ginger, tarragon;
thus can be enjoyed sautéed or as the basis of soups.
And one of
my signature
dishes:
marrow
soufflé.
(Well,
actually,
courgette
soufflé, but
marrow flesh will do.) I remember a walking holiday
along the spine of the Pyrenees, walking through a
rainstorm to the evening hotel stop, arriving late so that
a search party was about to set out. Hurriedly we got
ready for the evening meal. A delicious delicate starter
began the meal. On enquiry I learned it was courgette
soufflé. At home, I found a recipe in Elizabeth David’s
French Provincial Cooking (courgette/marrow flesh
and gruyere cheese basically). I’ve made it a number of
times for guests; the soufflé hasn’t collapsed yet. But
the chief satisfaction is that I’m using my marrow or
courgettes from my plot, about 30 yards away.
Graham Jones
Girton Allotment Society
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Village Christmas Evening 2016
at Girton Social Club
Thank you to everyone who attended the Annual
Village Evening on Friday 9th December and helped to
make it another very memorable event.
Thank you to all those who donated raffle prizes,
sponsorship, their time or services to make the evening
a success, including the Parish Council, The George,
The Old Crown, Chris’s Bikes, Lyndsey McDermott,
Peter Graves, the Traveller’s Rest, and Roney’s. Thanks
also to Skanska for the safety barriers, and Cottontails,
Scallywags, and Girton Cubs for their tree decorations;
Graham Clare for the Risk Assessment; the Revd Nick
Lowe for switching on the lights; the Girton
Community Choir; and FLUKES, the ukulele group.
Thank you also to the Histon Salvation Army Band and
to Girton Co-op for providing all the mince pies, mulled
wine and satsumas for the occasion. Lastly, thank you
to Rosie and Charlotte for providing our rein pony this
year, and apologies to anyone I have missed.
This year’s collection, which raised £130, was split
between The Royal British Legion and The Arthur Rank
Hospice Home Care Team. A donation was also given
to the Salvation Army Band. Many thanks to all who
donated to any of these causes.

next style allowed the yew trees to grow freely,
followed by discipline again but resulting in the giantsized specimens of today that almost need to be
trimmed by helicopter, as they top a high bank.
At Chatsworth, there was a beautifully laid out garden
until Capability Brown came along in 1760, ripped out
the box hedges and much else, removed a village, and
transferred the big greenhouse elsewhere, all to
accommodate the big sweeping landscape that is his
trademark. In 1826, to fill the vacancy for a head
gardener, the 6th Duke appointed 23-year-old Joseph
Paxton while in London. Paxton arrived at 4.20am on
the coach, climbed over the garden wall, set all the
gardeners to work at 6.00am, inspected the gardens,
had breakfast in the kitchen and fell in love with the
housekeeper’s niece – all before 9.00am. There was a
very modest fountain that Paxton wished to at least
double in size. They got it to the height of 294 feet and
such was its acclaim that Thomas Cook arranged tours
to visit this marvel.
All this and much more!! A thoroughly entertaining
and excellent talk!!
Felicia Moor
Girton Garden Society

Wendy Ripley
Secretary

Six of the Best
– a talk by Andrew Sankey
on 8th December
Are you going to visit a beautiful garden next summer?
With your nicker bag? Dear oh dear! (It has been done
many times!) Into this bag go cuttings of all the plants
you fancy. However, nowadays there is little need for it
as most gardens sell good specimens of whatever you
want.
Andrew’s slides did great justice to his descriptions.
Perhaps the most spectacular was the Dorothy Clive
garden in spring time. The land that Dorothy and
Colonel Clive had bought had a quarry with acid soil.
This they planted up with azaleas, rhododendrons,
camellias, etc. and the result today is a riot of colour.
Apparently home for these species is the mountain sides
of China.
Powys Castle was started at the time of William of
Orange and Mary. Along with William came his
trademark orange trees, hence the orangery. They also
planted little yew trees, done in the Dutch tradition. The

January 2017
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Girton Golf Club

Girton Bowls Club
At the recent AGM, Margaret McCall
and Roger Webster were elected as
Secretary and Treasurer, respectively.
The outgoing officers, Graham Clare and
Steve Holmes were sincerely thanked by
the members and have agreed to remain on the
committee, onto which we also welcome Lynn McGill.
We say goodbye to Sian Franklin, Janet Graaff and
Martin Harnor and again thank them for all of their
past work on the committee.
Winter is a quiet time for most of our bowlers;
however, the new committee will still be active in
making arrangements for the 2017 season. The 2017
registration and match fees will remain unaltered as
will our entries into the Cambs & District, Business
House and Ely & District leagues.
Our Thursday evening Roll-ups will continue, and we
hope we can encourage more new players, in particular
our village youth, and as such we plan to have bowling
from 4.30 to 5.45pm for them and continue until 8.30
for all others. More details to follow. The Green will
open in April, with the league programme starting in
May. Again, more details to follow.
For any further information please contact our new
Secretary Margaret McCall – margaret.mccall
@ntlworld.com – and keep an eye on our website
www.girtonbowlsclub.weebly.com.
David Fryer

Girton Tennis Club
The tennis club committee would like
to wish all readers a happy and healthy
2017. Tennis is a great way to stay fit
and have some fun so why not
consider joining our club this year?

2017 starts with the appointments of the
new Club Captain Barry Tiplady,
Ladies Captain Pat Atkin, Seniors
Malcolm Crisp and Juniors Jessica
Hollingworth. We wish them all well in
the coming 12 months.
The very successful and popular Junior Passport
Programme starts again in January, attracting young
would-be golfers from ages 5 to 12 years old. The six
week course starts on Sunday 29th January and
interested parents and youngsters should contact Dean
or Ollie in the pro shop for more information.
Monday 9th January sees the launch of “active8”, a
great opportunity for Ladies of all ages who would like
to try playing golf to get together for an hour with
Dean Saunders (National Assistant Professional of the
Year) with all equipment and coffee included to try
golf and see if they like it. The session will start at
10.00am and be repeated on Wednesday 8th February.
Cost is just £7.per session.
On the same dates Dean is inviting the over 60s to
come and have a hit. If you have played before, but not
for some time, and would like to have a go again, then
join Dean at 12.00 noon on Monday 9th January or
11.00am on Wednesday 8th February for a one hour
session, which is just £7 per session including tea or
coffee, and see how much fun it still is. Girton has a
thriving Seniors Section and really welcomes the over
55s.
Don’t forget the Quiz nights on Friday 6th and 20th
January, for teams of up to 6 people at the exorbitant
price of £1.25 per person. Supper is available, with a
choice of menu, for only £8 (book in advance).
If you are, or could be, interested in membership as a
player, or just as a social member to enjoy somewhere
local for lunches and social evenings, contact the pro
shop on 01223 276169 for full information. Playing
membership is available for 5 or 7 days a week with
very special rates for juniors.
Alan Henderson-Smith

Our tennis club has use of the Recreation round courts
and members who purchase a key have court access
during most daylight hours. Club members meet and
play from around 7.30pm to 9.00pm on Friday
evenings.
Details about our activities can be found on our
website www.girtontennis.org or by contacting our
Membership Secretary Kevin Keeves on 01223
276660 or by email at info@girtontennis.org.
Alan Franklin
January 2017
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Construction Has Begun for New
Girton Care Home
Work began in October on the construction of an 85 bed
care home which will provide residential, nursing and
dementia care, and create 85 jobs locally. The new care
home is being built at a cost of £8.5 million across a 1.5
acre site on Wellbrook Way in Girton, by Hallmark Care
Homes.
The site’s
construction team
were recently
joined by
Hallmark’s MD
Avnish Goyal,
Land and
Artist’s impression of what the new Developments
home will look like
Manager Sue
Earrey, and Parish Councillors Haydn Williams and
Douglas de Lacey to officially mark the start of the build.
Whilst on site, Hallmark Care Homes presented Girton
Parish Council with a cheque for £43,000 which will be
used to re-surface and upgrade the existing car park at
Girton Recreation Ground.
MD Avnish Goyal said: ‘We have years of knowledge
and experience of building award-winning care homes.
We are excited to be able to create an engaging new
care community at Girton’.
Parish Councillor, Douglas de Lacy said: ‘We are
delighted to see the Hallmark Care Home project get
under way. The Parish Council welcomes the
development of this site, and in particular the great
improvement in the design since the first proposal was
presented to us some years ago.’
The Girton home is scheduled to open its doors to its
first residents at the end of Spring 2018.
For further information, please visit www.hallmark
carehomes.co.uk.

l

The Hallmark Care Homes development team with MD
Avnish Goyal (third from left), the Goldfinch Developments
Construction team, and Parish Councillors Haydn Williams
(fifth from right) and Douglas de Lacey (third from right).
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Dancing in a Hurricane
‘For each age is a dream that is dying,
Or one that is coming to birth.’
These are the closing lines of ‘Ode’ by Arthur
O’Shaughnessy, in which he muses on the power of
dreamers to shape, create and eventually to demolish
and reconstruct the world as we know it in our lifetime.
Movers and shakers arrive on the scene with freshly
milled theories of how things should be, and cities and
empires are built on nebulous promises of greatness and
glory. Some prosper for a season then vanish into
history like the dew of the morning.
We are living in momentous times, when so many
norms seem spooked and instability, like a bolting
horse, kicks the political landmarks up in the air. We are
relentlessly reminded that uncharted waters lie ahead,
and despite our best efforts to take counsel from socalled experts, we discover weasel words and shifting
plans of action. Small wonder then that we may be
viewing the landscape of the future with trepidation and
anxiety.

The significant factor in the character of Abraham was
his unstinting trust in the intention of God to lead and
to prosper him as long as he followed the divine plan.
Abraham found the source of inner strength and calm
in daunting circumstances.
That source remains available to us also in times ahead
if we will seek it.
In the song ‘The Eye’, Brandi Carlile sings:
‘You can dance in a hurricane
But only if you are standing in the Eye.’
As the New Year opens, we may feel that we are
whirling relentlessly in a hurricane of change over
which we have pitifully little control.
We need to stand in the calm centre of trust.
May you dance in your spirit knowing security and
peace of mind, concentrating on that which is good and
righteous, and be full of hope.
Happy New Year to you all.
Iris Niven

We need to be able to cultivate hope and stand in a
centre of calmness not built on false dreams but
grounded firmly in faith in a living, wise, Sovereign
God. We need reassurance that we are not stumbling
blindly into a quagmire of uncertainties, relying on
untested notions of governance.
At this time of year, we may recall the advice broadcast
by the Queen’s father to the fragile nation in a difficult
time: ‘Put your hand in the hand of God.’ Unable to see
the signposts of the future, we can reach out and grasp
the guiding hand that has preserved the nation in the
turmoil of conflict and war: ‘It shall be to you better
than a known way’.
If we look back to the example of Abraham who heard
the call of God to uproot from a familiar homeland and
set course for unexplored territory, we find the story of a
man who made mistakes, but whose trust in God
brought him ultimately to the centre of divine promise
and fulfilment.
Some may suspect that naive wishful thinking had
invaded everything he possessed and every person under
his care. Only the experience of a tried and tested
relationship with his God could propel him into such
life-changing decisions. With a great entourage of
family, staff, possessions and livestock, he set out in
obedience and in communion with God to establish a
new dwelling place and to become the father figure of
nations, commended for faith and honoured to this day.
January 2017
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Notices
St Andrew’s Parish Registers
Funerals
Mr George Brian Dunsdan on Friday 25
November at 3.45pm at the West Chapel of
Cambridge City Crematorium. Minister: Revd
Mandy Maxwell.
Marriages
Peter Patrick and Zelander Gray on Saturday 17
December at 1.00pm at St Andrew’s. Minister: Revd
Roger Bowen.
For Hire: North Room
adjoining St Andrew’s
What is available?
A modern centrally heated room linked to the rear of
the church. Ideal for meetings of up to 12 with tea/coffee
making facilities, toilet facilities and adjacent
car parking at the Recreation Ground.
The charges: £10 per hour.
Contact details: Bookings via the Rector
on 01223 276235.
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St Andrew’s Church

Girton Baptist Church

Rector: The Revd Dr Mandy Maxwell
The Rectory, 42 Church Lane, Girton CB3 0JP
Tel: 276235
Email: girtonstandrews@gmail.com
Website: www.girton.church

Minister: Revd Nick Lowe
219 Wellbrook Way, Girton CB3 0GL
Tel: 279289

Associate Priest: The Revd Christine Barrow
2 Cockerton Road, Girton CB3 0QW
Tel: 575089
Email: mcbarrow@me.com

website: www.girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk

Licensed Lay Ministers:
Mr Dugald Wilson
Tel: 276940
Mrs Christina Deacon Tel: 525337

(There is an All Age Service the first Sunday of the month
and Sunday School is available the following weeks during
the morning service. Tea and coffee are served at the end.)

Churchwardens:
Mr Bruce and Mrs Wendy Hunter
Tel: 503958
Mrs Alice Few
Tel: 276072

All services are led by Revd Nick Lowe unless
otherwise stated.

Secretary: Mrs Virginia Rootham-Smith
Tel: 926807

Sunday Services: January

1st

6.30pm

Sunday Services: January
1st

10.00am Holy Communion
7.00pm Taizé Worship

8th 8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.00am All Age Family Worship
6.00pm Evensong
15th 8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.00am Holy Communion
6.00pm Evensong
22nd 8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Morning Prayer
29th 8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.00am Holy Communion

10.30am

Morning Worship
led by Margaret Jude
No service

8th

10.30am
6.00pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
at Landbeach Baptist Church
(note earlier time)

15th

10.30am

Morning Worship
with Communion
Evening Worship
(To be announced)

6.30pm
22nd 10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
led by John Searle

29th

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
led by John Searle

10.30am
6.30pm

Weekday Services: January
10th 2.30pm

Service of Holy Communion
at Abbeyfield
25th 11.00am Service of the Word at St Vincent’s
Close Community Centre
26th 11.00am Service of Holy Communion
(BCP) at Gretton Court
All are welcome to any of our services.
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If you would like to discuss any Parish
Council issues, please contact the
following:
Chairman
Haydn Williams, 40 Church Lane, Tel: 474667
chairman@girton-cambs.org.uk
Vice–Chairman
Andy Griffin, 1 Churchfield Court, Tel: 07956 447674
Councillors
Jane Buckler, 28 Girton Road, Tel: 277636
Tom Bygott, 9 Station Road, Oakington, Tel: 232966
Julie Dashwood, 36 High Street, Tel: 276590
Douglas de Lacey, 9 Woodlands Park, Tel: 565219
Val Godby, 38 Woodlands Park, Tel: 276372
Anne Kettle, 11 Redgate Road, Tel: 277505
Mark Taylor, 16 Mayfield Road, Tel: 276563
John Thorrold, 53 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276760
Douglas Whittle, 23 Fairway, Tel: 704747
Lyndsay Williams, 51 Weavers Field, Tel: 07970 101578
Formal correspondence to the Council
should be addressed to the Clerk.
District Councillors
Tom Bygott, Tel: 232966
cllr.bygott@scambs.gov.uk
Douglas de Lacey, Tel: 565219
scdc@de-lacey.org

News for Older Residents
Happy New Year!
Falls Prevention
The new permanent class starts on Wednesday 4th
January at 10 am in St Vincent’s Close. The cost will be
£4 per session. It is great that Matthew Courtney-Jones
is able to continue this activity from the 12-week
autumn course. For more information please contact
Matthew on 07989 412908.
Singing Group
If you have – or have not! – enjoyed singing carols and
Christmas music, why not carry on singing with the
Singing Group which meets fortnightly in Abbeyfield
on Wednesday afternoons? Mary can tell you more.
Please phone her on 01223 779034.
And now the ads!
A keen gardener is bored in this winter weather, can you
help to relieve his boredom?
And can you use any of these items:

County Councillor
Lynda Harford, Tel: 01954 251775/07889 131022
lyndaharford@icloud.com

A Monington and Weston upright piano, a Stannah
straight stairlift, a zimmer frame, a zimmer caddy, a
grabber stick and/or female incontinence pants and
pads?

Parish Clerk and Acting Finance Officer
Susie Cumming, Tel: 472181
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk

Patricia Johnston
Older Residents’ Coordinator
07469 660866, patricia.johnston@ageukcap.org.uk

Recreation Centre Bookings Administrator
Linda Miller, Tel: 472182
admin@girton-cambs.org.uk
Website: www.girton-cambs.org.uk/council.html
Postal address: Girton Parish Council
The Pavilion, Girton Recreation Ground
Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0FH

Mobile Library
Thursday 26 January

Rubbish Collection – January
Wednesday 4th January
Tuesday 10th January
Tuesday 17th January
Tuesday 24th January
Tuesday 31st January

30

Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue bin only
Black bin

Thornton Court
Abbeyfield
St Vincent’s Close
Orchard Close
Hicks Lane
Gretton Court
Playgroup/Church
Churchfield Court

09.30 – 09.50
09.55 – 10.30
10.35 – 11.10
11.15 – 11.35
11.40 – 12.00
12.05 – 12.35
12.40 – 13.00
13.05 – 13.30
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