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The Village Diary
June
Thur. 1
Fri. 2
Sat. 3
Sun. 4
Wed. 7
Thur. 8
Tue. 13
Wed. 14
Thur. 15
Tues. 20

Fri. 23
Fri. 30
July
Sat. 1st

Club 55, Film, St Vincent’s Close,
12 noon ‘La La Land’ and supporting film
Rotary Memory Café, 10am–12 noon
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Girton Walking Group, 10am
Meet centre of Lolworth at crossroads
Girton College Music Society, 2.30pm
Ben Comeau (piano), Stanley Library
Club 55, 12 noon, Impington Windmill
Picnic (weather permitting)
Girton WI, The Pavilion, 7.30pm
A Baker’s Life – David Gunns
Girton Neighbourhood Watch, 7.30pm
Meeting, St Vincent’s Close Community
Centre
Girton Garden Society, 9.15am
Trip to Beth Chatto Gardens, Colchester
Carers’ Afternoon, with presentations
Girton Baptist Church, 2–3.30pm
Frauds and Scams Information Event
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre,
2.30pm
Girton College Music Society, 3.30pm
May Week Concert
Parish Council Meeting, 7.30pm
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Midsummer Music Festival, 7.30pm
St Andrew’s Church
Girton WI Craft Club, 2–4pm
Orchard Close Community Centre,
non-members welcome
GIRTON FEAST WEEK BEGINS
Abbeyfield BBQ, 12–3pm
Girton Walking Group, 10am
Meet St Mary & All Saints Church,
Willingham
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GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL
The following are amongst items discussed at Parish
Council meetings and information received by the Clerk.
The Annual General Meeting of the Parish Council held
on 17th May saw the re-election of the Chairman and
Vice-Chairman, agreed that the meeting dates be changed
from the third Wednesday of each month to the third
Tuesday in future, and made decisions on the
membership of Committees, Task & Finish Groups and
the appointment of Officers for the coming year.
The Neighbourhood Plan group is getting off the ground
and we are very grateful to the volunteers who’ve come
forward to help with this so far. However, we would like
more village residents willing to take part. We’re also
still seeking three new members of the Parish Council, a
Health & Safety Officer and a Principal Finance Officer.
Please contact the Clerk if you know someone interested
in any of the above roles.
There was a good turn-out at this year’s Annual Parish
Meeting on 9th May, and we thank all those residents
who attended. It was good to hear about Girton Town
Charity’s current projects, and to see what organisations,
clubs and societies in the village have been doing over
the past year.
The Wings for Life race was a success and the runners
were cheered through the village by many local
residents. It is planned to repeat the event in Cambridge
next year, so could any residents who have concerns
please contact us and we’ll relay their concerns to the
organisers.
Hopefully, the ongoing sewage problems in the village
reported last month are now resolved, following the
works undertaken by Anglian Water at Oakington Road.
All pumping stations should now be back in operation.
A full list of Councillors can be found on page 34

Parish Council Meetings moving to
Tuesdays!
The next meetings of the Parish Council will be
held on Tuesday 20th June and Tuesday 18th July,
both starting at 7.30pm at St Vincent’s Close Community Centre. Members of the public are welcome to attend all Parish Council meetings, and to
speak in the open session at the start.
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PTSD999
We have all heard of Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder, or PTSD, and a good deal of attention has
been paid recently to previously unrecognised
PTSD amongst personnel from the Armed Services.
Less acknowledged is PTSD amongst the
Emergency Services. Our Police, Fire Service
personnel and Ambulance crews have to deal with
life-threatening situations, put themselves in the
path of danger and respond to accidents and
emergencies involving serious injury or death as
part of their daily job. In many cases this has a
serious impact on their mental health, leading to
family breakdown, loss of job or even suicide.
Girton resident Revd Barbara Johnson is Chaplain
to the charity PTSD999, which aims to provide
support and arrange treatment for members of our
Emergency Services who suffer from PTSD. Her
co-founders, Simon Lee and Gary Hayes, have
suffered and continue to suffer from PTSD since
leaving the armed services and are passionate about
getting the charity under way to provide a proper
diagnosis, specialised treatment and a recovery
back-to-work programme for all PTSD sufferers
from the Emergency Services.
There are many ways to help. The charity has
recently been awarded a £10,000 Lottery Grant,
which has enabled it to set up an office on the A603
just beyond the Wimpole roundabout, and they are
looking for surplus office furniture. Volunteers to
help with administration or fundraising would be
welcome. Money can be raised in small ways by
making jam for sale, or persuading your workplace
to host a collecting tin. Visit the charity’s website at
www.ptsd999.org.uk or find them on Facebook or
Twitter, or phone Barbara on 07768 560646 for
more information. Remember their motto, which is:
‘Help save the lives of those who save yours.’
Angela Blackburn
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From Our Councillors
County Councillor Lynda Harford
A whole new chapter beckons for the County Council
when it meets on 23 May for the first time since the
elections. Following 4 years of no overall control, one
group now holds a majority. This will no doubt
influence the way the Council works in future, although
the committee system that was introduced three years
ago will endure for at least another two. Whilst the
change from a cabinet to committee system was
delivered through the combined efforts of all but the
largest group at that time, there has been
acknowledgement that generally it has worked well. It
will be interesting to see whether or not there is an
appetite for a reversal in the future, but any decision
will have to allow time for the large number of new
councillors to establish their views on this.
The elections also determined that James Palmer will be
the first Mayor of the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough
Combined Authority. In April it was confirmed that the
Combined Authority had received the first tranche of
funding from the Department of Communities & Local
Government on 20 March amounting to £40.5m in total.
Of more direct local interest perhaps was confirmation
that the 2017/18 highways maintenance block has been
received, and the funds will be transferred to
Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City
Council as agreed previously by the Combined
Authority Board. The sum of £1.155m shown in the
Pothole Action Fund for Cambridgeshire County
Council is additional to the £2.5m funding which the
County Council has allocated to address potholes, grass
verge maintenance and associated works. I am trying to
clarify what this additional funding might mean for us
locally.
A significant milestone was recently passed for South
Cambridgeshire’s new town at Northstowe when
residents moved into the first completed new homes.
I am very grateful to have been granted a further fouryear term to serve the Bar Hill Division. I look forward
to continuing to receive your comments and questions
about local matters. If you would like to receive a copy
of the full report that I write for the division’s parish
councils each month, please do email me and I will add
you to its circulation.

Lynda
lyndaharford@icloud.com;
01954 251775/07889 131022;
Follow me on Twitter: @2whit2whoo
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A View from the District
I must start with an apology and clarification – when
last month I said that no vendors had licences to trade
in Girton I meant only ice cream vendors. The two fish
vans (fish and chips on Thursday and wet fish on
Friday) are properly licensed. I would also like to
thank three super sleuths (aged 7, 10 and 11) who
reported an illicit ice cream vendor who is now under
investigation. If vendors wish to trade they are
welcome to apply for a licence; this will ensure they
are properly checked, and allow the community (i.e.
you!) to decide how frequently they should be here.
At the Annual Parish Meeting concern was expressed
at the loss of our ‘clean’ waste paper collection, and I
have raised this with the Leader and acting Chief
Executive, asking if there was a policy issue here as
well as the financial one. The acting CEO assures me
that the paper extracted from the mixed recycling is
still clean enough to go to paper mills, and that there
will be consultation before a final decision is made on
whether the new vehicles we shall soon have to buy
will have a separate paper receptacle. But if the value
of the paper (economic and ecological) is not
significantly greater it may be a pointless exercise to
separate it. I shall continue to monitor this issue.
The April Joint Development Control Committee
started with a briefing on school delivery. The changes
in our education system with Academies and Free
Schools mean that local councils have far less control
over education than previously. This is why the
University School, although its catchment excludes
Girton, is able to offer places to our residents.
However, we noted that this may change quite rapidly
as residents move into the site, and Girton parents may
suddenly find themselves less welcome. The meeting
itself focused only on Trumpington, and the May
meeting had to be cancelled because of the County
elections.
I have had an update from the NW Cambridge team.
The Ridgeway – the main cycle route through the site –
is encountering problems with badger setts which have
to be protected. I asked about the surface and am
assured it will be a properly bonded one. I also raised
issues of noise and dust nuisance which have affected
residents of Huntingdon Road, and am assured that the
University is exploring new sites for spoil heaps and
these are now a thing of the past. I am sure I shall be
informed if this is not so.
On 8 June the Local Plan Inspection will look at the
two St John’s fields in Girton. These were excluded
from development in the Plan, but the agent has
objected.
It was encouraging to learn that our new Combined
Planning Team (SCDC and the City) is trying to
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develop a broad vision for Greater Cambridge. I have
often fulminated against the City Deal, and from this
meeting and others I am heartened that those running the
Deal are beginning to take note of concerns. Perhaps,
like me, they realise that if they cannot get their act
together the government might be tempted to move the
project into the new mayor’s domain, which is likely to
spell utter disaster.
If you would like a fuller monthly report emailed to you
please contact me at scdc@de-lacey.org and I shall add
you to the list of recipients. If you have any District
Council issues you would like to discuss please don’t
hesitate to ask me.
Douglas de Lacey

District Councillor Tom Bygott
Cambridge North Station
The new railway station near the Science Park,
Cambridge North is scheduled to open on 21st May so,
barring any unforeseen circumstances, will be up and
running by the time you read this.
Stagecoach has announced changes to their Busway
timetables to serve the new station, and these can be
found here: tinyurl.com/CamNorthBus.
• Route A will stop at Cambridge North in between the
Science Park and the city
• Route D provides additional departures at peak times
only between Huntingdon and Cambridge city centre.
• Route N is a new route that will operate between the
Longstanton Park and Ride site and the city centre,
with peak departures continuing to St Ives Park and
Ride. It will also serve the stops on Milton Road
closest to Mitcham’s Corner.
• The last bus from the new station leaves at 20.48
Mon.–Sat, which is the same last bus, the 20.29 from
Cambridge station.
Whippet has not yet announced any changes to the C
service, but look for any announcements on the Whippet
website: www.go-whippet.co.uk
The timetable for the trains can be found at
www.nationalrail.co.uk. There will a train about every
half hour to London during most of the day, but during
the morning peak the express trains won't stop
(apparently this is to avoid overcrowding), with either a
change of nearly 20 minutes at Cambridge, or a journey
on the slow train, taking approximately 1.5 hours to
either King’s Cross or Liverpool St. This decision has
led to some criticism.
Citi 6 Bus Service
Given how difficult it is to catch the Citi 6 into Drummer
St and then change for a bus to Cambridge Station, the
opening of Cambridge North Station presents an
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alternative for Girton residents to take the Citi 6 to
Oakington and then the Busway to the new station.
There is still a 200m walk from the end of the Citi 6
route at Mill Road to the Busway.
One possibility would be to build a turning circle
nearer the Busway for passengers from Girton to
change. Please let me know if you think this would be
of value to be taken forward as a proposal.
Cllr Tom Bygott
cllr@bygott.net
07765 475 513

After-School Clubs
Co-Ordinator
Girton Glebe Primary
School is looking for an
efficient and organised
individual to join the team at our friendly village
school. The main responsibilities of the post
include:
• co-ordinating our varied range of extra-curricular
clubs
• managing the school trips bookings and payment
processes
• communicating enrichment opportunities to our
school families
• dealing with general enquiries
Salary: £11.50 per hour
Working hours: Term-time only, 8 hours per week,
Monday to Thursday 2.00–5.00pm.
Staff discount for childcare available.
Closing Date: midday, Friday 9th June 2017
Interviews: week commencing 11th June 2017
Please contact the School Office on 01223 276484
or office@girtonglebe.cambs.sch.uk for further
information and an application pack, or visit
www.girtonglebe.com/jobs. Visits to the school are
warmly welcomed.
Girton Glebe Primary School is committed to
safeguarding, including the Prevent agenda, and
promoting the welfare of children and young
people. We expect all staff and volunteers to share
this commitment. This school actively promotes
equality of opportunity in employment to reflect the
communities we serve. We follow Safer
Recruitment practices, which include, but are not
limited to, applying for an enhanced DBS check,
right to work in the UK and qualifications check,
satisfactory references and medical clearance for all
newly appointed staff.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
GIRTON FEAST
WEEK

ONLY 4 WEEKS TO GO!
9 Days of Fun – Saturday 1st to Sunday 9th
July 2017
BUY YOUR PROGRAMME NOW and see ALL
the details – ONLY costs £1 which includes
your FREE entry into the GRAND DRAW – lots
of great PRIZES all kindly donated by local
businesses and organisations who love to get
involved in this very local and ambitious
community event.
BEST DRESSED FUN DAY STALL
COMPETITION – Have you thought about how
to make your stall stand out? Bear in mind our
theme this year – ‘Transport / Getting Around’.

Huntingdon Road and Girton Surgeries
Patient Group
Carers’ Event
Afternoon of 15th June 2017

FRIDAY CONCERT TICKETS – Our Music on
a Summer’s Evening (8th July from 7pm) is a
great combination of Brass and Voice. Back by
popular demand, the Simply Reeds Quartet will
be delighting us with their lively and tuneful
polished brass sound, then the local branch of
the National Rock Choir (drawing members
from the St Neots, Huntingdon and Cambridge
areas) will sing up a storm with a repertoire of
popular songs.

ARE YOU A CARER?
WOULD YOU LIKE TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE
SUPPORT AVAILABLE?
WOULD YOU LIKE TO MEET OTHER CARERS?

Tickets now on sale – only £5 each from
Carol Noble (carol@girtonfeast.org.uk, tel.
276103), Roneys Newsagents, Post Office.

Girton Baptist Church Hall, 103 High Street,
Girton

Also on-site will be our Beer Tent with soft
drinks, the excellent Handy Fish & Chips Van,
and an Allotment Catering Company Van
offering tasty Desserts, Coffee or Tea (all fresh
& organic ingredients). Food available for the
village to Takeaway, or for concertgoers to
Eat In.

Please join us at our Carers’ Afternoon
Thursday 15th June
from 2.00pm till 3.30pm

This afternoon of short presentations and informal discussion will be led by:
Estelle Mitchell, Caring Communities
Manager, Carers Trust Cambridgeshire
Patricia Johnston, Older Residents’ Coordinator, Girton, AgeUK Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough
Please take this opportunity to meet other carers
and pick up some useful information.
ALL CARERS AND/OR THEIR PATIENTS WELCOME
Light refreshments will be provided
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
National Garden Scheme
Open Gardens in Impington
Three gardens in Impington, near Cambridge, will
be open on Saturday 24th June and Sunday 25th
June from 11am till 5pm (last entry) under the
National Garden Scheme. Combined admission is
£6.00, and children are free. Home-made
refreshments will be available at 5 The Crescent.
The gardens in this group are: 3 Cooke Walk, 5
The Crescent, and The Windmill on Cambridge
Road, Impington near Cambridge.
Tasty cakes, savoury rolls, tea and coffee will be
available throughout the day, with fun garden trail
for children and plants on sale for avid gardeners.
Profits from admission fees will go to the NGS
charities such as Macmillan, Marie Curie, Hospice
UK and MS Society. Profits from refreshments
will go to the Johabeto orphanage for disabled
street children in Kenya. See our website
at www.impington-gardens.com

Girton Tennis Club
Courts will be open all
afternoon on Saturday 8th July
for you to try out your tennis skills.
If you enjoy playing, why not join our
friendly club this Summer?
Membership Benefits
● Court access until April 2018
● Opportunity to play in a team & at
club nights
● Free supervised tennis sessions for
children
Membership fees are:
Family (up to 2 adults and 2 children): £120
Single adult: £63
Junior (under 21 if studying full-time): £27
Application forms are available on our
web site at
www.girtontennis.org/membership/ or
from Kevin Keeves on 01223 276660.

June 2017
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Charity quiz and raffle
for Cam Sight
Hello, I’m Warren Wilson. I
would like to tell you about a charity quiz and raffle I
am organising for Cam Sight, our local charity for the
blind, registered charity number 201640; please visit
their website to find out more: www.camsight.org.uk.
When: Sat. 8th July
Time: Doors open at 7pm, quiz start at 7.45pm, quiz
finishes at 10.30pm
Where: Frank Lee Leisure Centre on the site of
Addenbrookes hospital
Entry fee: £5 per person. Team size: 6 per team – all
money goes to Cam Sight
Parking: free at Long Road Sixth Form College, 2
minutes walk away, disabled parking at The Frank Lee.
Unlike previous events under 16’s are allowed to
attend.
If you would like to attend please contact me at Cam
Sight on either 01223 420033 or
warren@camsight.org.uk. We may be able to accept
people turning up on the day but we will need to keep
track of numbers on the lead up to the event.
I am fundraising for Cam Sight because I lost a
considerable amount of my sight during the summer of
2009, at the age of 19, whilst I was doing my A-Level
exams. Cam Sight initially helped me with things such
as teaching me to touch type and use screen reading
software and they raised the funds to get a tandem that
they loan to me, keeping my love for cycling alive.
Cam Sight continued to support me with the forms I
needed to get into university and some of their fantastic
volunteers helped me by transcribing some interviews I
recorded for my dissertation. Without their great help I
would have found it very difficult to have graduated
from Anglia Ruskin University in the summer of 2013
with a 2:1 in history. Since graduating from university I
have started working for Cam Sight and bought my
own home. The support of Cam Sight has played a
significant role in helping me maintain the confidence
and drive necessary to live a fulfilling life where I have
gone to university, played sport at national level and
now live independently.

GIRTON COLLEGE MUSIC
SOCIETY
SUNDAY 4 JUNE at 2.30 pm (until 3.30 pm)
Stanley Library, Girton College, Cambridge
Ben Comeau (piano)
Chopin Ballade No. 4, Op. 52
Brahms Seven Fantasias, Op. 116
and works by Clara Schumann and J.S. Bach
Admission free; retiring collection
TUESDAY 20 JUNE at 3.30 pm (to 5.15 pm)
Great Hall, Girton College, Cambridge
May Week Concert
Girton’s end-of-year musical extravaganza,
with repertoire to suit all tastes; performed by the
college’s many versatile musicians
(including Margaret Faultless and Jeremy West), as
well as visitors from the Guildhall School of Music
and Drama; programme to include
Britten’s Abraham and Isaac and works by Handel,
Mozart, Brahms, Liszt, Cardoso and Lassus
Tickets: £10 / £4 (students) to include wine and
strawberries and cream; available in the door

Since working for Cam Sight I have realised the charity
supports visually impaired people in Cambridgeshire of
any age and in whatever capacity necessary, whether
it’s emotional support, mobility training, technology
assistance or organising social events for visually
impaired people. I thought it would be nice to give
something back to them and every year since 2010 I
have held a fundraising quiz and raffle.
Warren Wilson
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Girton Women’s Institute Hall
A Truly ‘Great War Hut’

Morpurgo’s Private Peaceful, the second series of
Downton Abbey or the Sainsbury’s Christmas Truce
advert, requests have flooded in from associations,
groups and individuals to visit the trenches. However,
the site was built as a film set and as a consequence it
is not historically accurate.
There is considerable public interest in the Great War,
not just because of the centenary, but a long-term
interest too, so the team began looking for a new site
to relocate the existing hire business and build a
proper Great War visitor centre.

After almost a century one of Girton’s landmarks will
soon disappear. The process of dismantling the
Women’s Institute Hall on High Street has now begun
and, within a few more weeks, the original part of the
building will have gone altogether.
Places like this are not just buildings; they are much
more. They are repositories of memories, of tea
dances and discos, of meetings and parties, of
generations of Brownies and Guides, reminders of
happy times and, occasionally, sad times too. Girton
WI Hall has seen all of this and much, much more.
Tens of thousands of these huts were built during the
First World War. Most are already long gone, and
many more will be bulldozed over the years to come,
taking all their memories and echoes of the past with
them.
However, I am very pleased to say that the Girton WI
Hall will not be one of them. We are delighted to be
able to dismantle the building and restore it to its
original form as part of a ground-breaking new First
World War visitor centre at Hawstead near Bury St
Edmunds.
Great War Huts is an accidental heritage project. This
is the brief story of how it came about:
The team behind the Great War Huts project are the
owners of Khaki Devil Limited, a company which
provides historically accurate military uniforms,
equipment, weapons, props and historical advice to
film, television and theatre companies. Khaki Devil
also own a large reconstructed trench system on the
outskirts of Ipswich, which was built specifically for
filming and has been used by many documentary,
drama, film and programme makers over the past
twelve years.
Whenever Khaki Devil have hosted a large
production, such as the film adaptation of Michael
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In the Autumn of 2012 we came across Brook Farm at
Hawstead, near Bury St Edmunds in Suffolk, and by
April 2014, we had moved the hire business to its new
home and gained planning permission which included
eleven wooden replica Great War barrack huts to
house the displays and provide a lecture theatre and
exhibition space.
No sooner had planning been granted than the team
heard that Ipswich Labour Club had permission, after
an eight year battle, to demolish an ‘old wooden hut’
and build a new function room. After some
investigation, we discovered that the hut was actually
a pair of 60’ x 18’ huts that the Army had joined
together at Colchester in 1917 to make one large
Recreation Hut, complete with a stage at one end. In
1936 the Labour Club bought it from the Army who
dismantled it, transported it to Ipswich and re-erected
it. The club was delighted that we wanted to save their
hut and restore it.
The moment the original hut was seen, we realised
that this was a game changer. Replica huts would have
served a purpose, but there is no substitute for the real
thing. A century ago soldiers, sailors, airmen and
women had lived in these buildings; slept in them, ate
in them, cleaned their kit in them and trained in them.
They are artefacts in their own right.
The hut was surveyed, stripped of its interior, the
sections numbered and then dismantled in June and
July 2014.
Once the club agreed that we could have their hut we
gained plenty of publicity from the local press. A
television piece on BBC Look East drew an immediate
response. Within days, the team were receiving calls
from all over the country about huts which were soon
to be demolished.
Until then it was assumed that it would be impossible
to use original huts for all eleven buildings, but plans
were swiftly revised. Offers came in thick and fast.
The team found themselves travelling across the
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We are incredibly lucky that so much of this history has
been recorded by members of the WI and by local
historians. We were very pleased to receive a visit from
Douglas de Lacey who very kindly gave us a copy of
his book on Girton in the Second World War which
contains a wealth of information about the building.

country to survey community centres, Scout huts,
Women’s Institute halls, Royal British Legion clubs
and even bungalows. So far, more than thirty huts have
been surveyed and visited, and only one pair of them
has been built in the same way.
By complete accident, we had a proper First World
War heritage project on our hands and set up Great
War Huts to record the work. As part of the project,
surviving examples are being recorded and original
plans and related paperwork are being tracked down.
As a result, the Great War Huts team has also been
able to help a number of archaeology projects that are
currently excavating the camps where the huts were
originally built.
We now have three huts which have been restored and
rebuilt at Hawstead, one which is currently undergoing
restoration and a number of huts in pieces ready to
restore. We are still looking for a 28’ wide hut.
The project is funded entirely by donations and
fundraising events such as film screenings, talks and
family history nights. We are always keen to hear
about new potential fund raising ideas too.
Following an article in the national WI magazine, we
received an email from Girton WI to ask if we would
be interested in saving their hall. An initial visit
established that the building was still in a reasonably
sound condition and was certainly worth saving. A
further survey established how the building had been
constructed and we were able to draw up a dismantling
plan.
In addition to the condition of the building, the other
thing that appealed to us was the history of the hut.
Details of its origins as a First World War VD ward at
Cherry Hinton Military Hospital enable us to pinpoint
the original location and the company who built it. As
with all these buildings, there are a few years of known
military history followed by nearly a century of social
history too which, to be honest, is often far more
interesting than the military history.
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As the process of dismantling started, the building
began to give up some of its history. The door to the
Girton Home Guard office, still bearing its original
wartime signage, has been preserved and we have
already discovered the four 8’ long barrack room tables
which would have been sold as part of the contents of
the hut in 1920. They had been used to extend the stage
at some point. We will restore them too.
No doubt there will be much more to learn as we
carefully continue the dismantling over the coming
weeks. We have also carried out some research of our
own which we look forward to sharing with you in a
future issue if our historical hunch can be proved
correct.
You can follow our progress on Facebook and on
Twitter; just search for Great War Huts.
In the meantime we would like to thank Margaret
Pearce Higgins and all the Ladies of Girton WI for their
enthusiasm and help with our project and, of course, for
the tea and cake!
Taff Gillingham, Great War Huts
Brook Farm Camp, Bells Lane, Hawstead
Bury St Edmunds
IP29 5NW
01284 388 986 / info@greatwarhuts.org
www.greatwarhuts.org

Cambridgeshire
Hearing Help
Advice about equipment for deafness is available to
all; in addition NHS hearing aid wearers can
exchange batteries and have hearing aids re-tubed.
Sessions are from 2pm to 4pm on the third
Wednesday of each month at Girton Baptist Church.
These are free sessions and no appointment is
necessary. Should you require a home visit please
telephone 416141 between 9.30am and 12.30 pm
Monday to Friday.
More information can be found on our website
www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk
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News for Older
Residents
Frauds and Scams
As I write the news is
filled with cybercrime, so it feels timely to remind
you about the Frauds and Scams event.
The event is on Tuesday 20th June at 2.30pm in St
Vincent’s Close Community Room. Charlotte
Homent, CCC Community Protection Officer, will
talk and answer questions on all types of frauds and
scams, not just internet ones. So this informative
session is for everyone.
RSVP to me, as I do need to know numbers.
3 Ways of Keeping Fit
Exercise plays a big part in helping us stay healthy.
The Thursday Exercise to Music class in the
Pavilion is restarting at 2.30 pm on 15th June with
a free session for everyone. Whatever your level of
fitness, come along and take this chance to give your
views on the music and the type of exercise/dance
you enjoy. The class will continue each Thursday at
£4 a session till the end of July by which time
Forever Active will decide on its viability. So, if you
can, please support it – use it or lose it!
For a different kind of exercise, join the Health Walk
which starts from the Pavilion at 10am each
Thursday. It lasts 30–45 minutes, ending at the
Coffee Morning in the Baptist Church.
Currently I am trying to organise a permanent Falls
Prevention class in St Vincent’s Close. It would be
very helpful to know the level of interest in this so
do get in touch with me. Hopefully I will have more
news next month. In the meantime, you are welcome
to try out the Strength and Balance classes run by
Forever Active on Fridays in Milton and Bar Hill.
Summer Leave
My workdays are Tuesdays and Wednesdays. I will
be around in June but will be unavailable from
Tuesday 4th July till Tuesday 8th August.
Men’s Sheds
Last but not least, are you interested in having a
local Shed or finding out more about such projects?
If so, other interested residents would like to hear
from you. There is plenty of information on the web
about the variety of these schemes and how they
benefit their participants.

Big Boost for our
Village Playgroup
Bobtails Baby and Toddler group welcomed Carol
Noble and Helen Wilson from the Girton Feast
Committee to the Playgroup on 24th April where they
presented Bobtails with a very generous cheque for
£500 to support the costs of running the playgroup.
The playgroup meets in the Pavilion on a Monday and
Thursday morning from 9.30–11.30 and welcomes all
babies and children up to school age accompanied by a
parent or carer. It operates on a drop in basis with no
need to pre-book or commit to regular attendance and
no requirement to stay for the full session.
Bobtails has been operating in Girton for almost 20
years, initially as an Art & Craft group and then as
Cottontails Baby and Toddler Group, before adopting
the shorter name of Bobtails Baby and Toddler Group
or Bobtails around 10 years ago. The playgroup is
remembered fondly by both former children and their
parents. One mother described it as a lifeline for her
when she had her first baby. Many children made their
first friendships which have continued throughout
primary school. Current parents describe it as a really
supportive, welcoming, lovely playgroup with a good
range of different toys, and healthy snacks for the
children who sit together around a table for snacktime.
(Adults get a hot drink and chocolate biscuit – but shh,
don’t tell the children …)
Recently, a drop in the numbers attending together with
increased running costs have been stretching our
finances, so we are very grateful to Girton Feast
Committee for their generous financial support for the
second year.
We are also on a recruitment drive, so if you know of
any babies or small children then please tell their
parents, grandparents, or other carers about our lovely
local playgroup and encourage them to come along!
They don’t need to live in Girton either, as we currently
have families attending from Cambridge, Orchard Park,
Oakington, Histon, Cottenham, Bar Hill and Fen
Drayton.
If you wish to find out more then check out our website
www.girton-bobtails.org.uk, find us on Facebook
(Bobtails Baby and Toddler Group) or email us at
girton.Bobtails@gmail.com. We look forward to seeing
more (small) new faces soon!
Louisa Cook (Bobtails Treasurer)

Patricia Johnston, Older Residents’ Coordinator
Tel: 07469 660 866
patricia.johnston@ageukcap.org.uk
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News from Girton Glebe Primary School
The summer term is in full flow and Girton Glebe
Primary School has been its usual hive of activity.
Please read on for a summary of the latest news and
events …
Parent Questionnaires
We would like to thank all parents and carers for
taking their time to complete the annual school
survey in which they shared their views and
opinions of Girton Glebe Primary with us. School
leaders and governors are very keen to understand
these views so that we can continue to improve
standards and are very grateful for the feedback that
we received.
Our Ofsted report in September 2016, which graded
the school ‘Good’ in all areas, evidenced the
progress that had been made over the previous two
years. The feedback we received from parents and
carers also added to this improving picture. Here are
some headline responses that I would like to share
with you from this annual survey:
• We are delighted that this year, 90% of parents
said that they would recommend the school,
compared to 78% in 2016
• 93% of respondents said that they feel that their
children are happy at school
• 94% of respondents said that they find Girton
Glebe staff welcoming and approachable
• 96% of respondents said that they feel that their
children are being encouraged to work to the best
of their ability
• The overwhelming majority of responses
improved on the previous year’s questionnaire and
the weighting towards ‘strongly agree’ on all
questions increased by at least 20%
Parents and carers submitted many written
comments within this questionnaire, all of which
were discussed by the school’s senior leaders and
School Improvement Committee. We are
committed to raising standards at Girton Glebe
Primary School, and, in response to this feedback,
we have identified key areas highlighted within this
survey as priorities for continued school
development.
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lemurs, red pandas, tigers, prairie dogs and otters,
although the meerkats did prove to be the most
popular attraction! During lunch, the children had a
picnic and played on the pirate ship before heading to
a ‘Meet the Animals’ session where they got to hold,
amongst other things, snakes, tarantulas and stick
insects!
Many thanks to all staff and parent volunteers who
accompanied the children on this trip!
Buddy Training
Each summer, under the expert guidance of the team
from Relate, Girton Glebe Primary trains its Year 5
pupils as ‘buddies’. This initiative is funded by the
Girton Town Charity and allows our new EYFS pupils
to be paired up with older children from September,
following their transition from pre-school. At the start
of the academic year, the new Year 6 pupils support
our youngest children during break times and
lunchtimes, spending time with them on the
playground and helping them find their way around
the school. The team from Relate have been in school
over the last few weeks and training is well under way
as we look forward to welcoming our new pupils
during transition visits in the latter half of the summer
term.
Pool Painting!
I would like to say an enormous thank you to a
generous group of parents who kindly gave up their
time to help paint the swimming pool ahead of this
year’s swimming sessions, which form part of our PE
curriculum. The finished pool looks fantastic and we
can’t wait to start swimming in it after half-term!
The group gave a fresh lick of paint to the benches by
the pool and in the playground, and also spruced up
the school maypole – many thanks to all who helped!
Your support is greatly appreciated! See the ‘before
and after’ pictures of the pool, below.
Litter Pick
Sustainable Girton would like to thank all pupils,
parents and carers who turned out to support their
litter pick event on 29 April. Your support makes a
huge difference to the local community and I know
that it was greatly appreciated!

Thank you again to all who took part in this. Your
time is greatly appreciated.

Girton Feast
Girton Glebe Primary School will be taking part in
this year’s Girton Feast community event on Saturday
8 July and will be represented by an orchestral
performance, choristers and maypole dancers. We
look forward to seeing you there!

Foundation Stage Visit the Zoo
On Friday 12 May our Foundation Stage pupils
spent the day at Shepreth Wildlife Park. The
children had a lovely day visiting the ring-tailed

Big Pedal Success
As you may be aware, our pupils took to the roads and
pavements again in March, in support of The Big
Pedal 2017, a nationwide initiative supporting and
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encouraging children to cycle and scoot to school.
With 1,693 schools and over half a million children
taking part, we achieved an excellent result: 81st in
the country, with 52% of our pupils making their
journey by bike or scooter, and 12th regionally in East
Anglia. Within the school, Oak Class scooped gold,
closely followed by Willow and Maple in silver and
bronze positions respectively.
In celebration of this, we were rewarded with a special
visit from 4x European Mountain Bike Trials
Champion, Danny Butler. Danny now runs the
Extreme Mountain Bike Show and arrived on the
school playground in his van loaded with a plethora of
obstacles that he would later jump over or on to!
The whole school spent almost an hour outside with
Danny as he showed us some of the skills which made
him a European Champion; balancing his bike on
narrow bars, bunny-hopping 4ft into the air and even
jumping off the roof of his van! Miss Street was also
incredibly brave and ‘volunteered’ to allow Danny to
hop his bike over her, on one wheel, landing his tyre
close to her arms, legs and head! Many thanks to
FOGG for funding this event, the children (and staff!)
had a wonderful time.
Year 5 Residential to Walnut Tree Manor
On 3 May, our Year 5 pupils travelled to Stowmarket
for a three-day residential trip at Walnut Tree Manor.
The children left school early on Wednesday morning,
arrived back in Girton at 3pm on Friday and, in
between, took part in a range of amazing outdoor
activities.
The children displayed excellent teamwork skills as
they completed kayaking challenges, scaled climbing
walls and took part in ‘nightline’ activities designed to
develop communication. They also enjoyed archery,
abseiling, riding quadbikes and raft building during
their stay – great fun was had by all!
Many thanks to Mr Kohler, Miss Pyle, Mr Smart and
Ms Mansfield for accompanying the children on this
trip and well done to our pupils for being such
fabulous ambassadors for Girton Glebe Primary
School.
Cookery Classes
On Thursday 4 May, a group of Year 3 pupils, armed
with ingredients, travelled from Girton Glebe to
Impington Village College to take part in a cookery
workshop led by IVC staff. The children spent time in
the school’s kitchens and, over the course of the
afternoon, followed a recipe in order to rustle up their
own fish cakes.
Throughout the summer term, all of our Year 3 and
Year 4 pupils will get the opportunity to travel to IVC
to take part in similar events, producing a range of
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different foods. Thank you to Miss Street for organising
these events.
Fantastic Mr Fox
On Thursday 11 May, our Key Stage 1 pupils travelled
to Cambridge to spend the morning enjoying over two
hours of live theatre to support the topic work that they
have been covering in English. The children visited the
Cambridge Arts Theatre to see an adaptation of Roald
Dahl’s Fantastic Mr Fox and, following the
performance, had a picnic on the green before catching
the bus back to school.
Many thanks to Ms Edwards and Mrs Tate for
organising this, and a big thank you to all staff and
parent volunteers who accompanied the children on this
trip.
Foundation Stage & Key Stage 1 Pet Morning
On Monday 8 May, our Key Stage 1 and EYFS pupils
enjoyed a morning of talks and demonstrations about
how to look after pets from a range of expert visitors.
The children were taught about when, and how, to
approach dogs, and now know how to pat dogs safely.
They practised this on a life-sized stuffed dog called
Woody.
Mr Andrew Simpson
Headteacher

Lunch Supervisors
Girton Glebe Primary
School

Join our friendly lunch-time team, either in our
dining hall or on the playground.
As a supervisor, you will have general lunchtime
duties, including:
• Assisting the children during their mealtime
• Playground supervision including basic First
Aid (training provided)
• Encouraging good behaviour and supporting
the children during playtime
Salary: £7.30 per hour
Appointment: 12.10pm–1.25pm, Monday–Friday,
term-time only (6¼ hours per week)
Flexible working pattern of a 3- or 4-day week
considered
Closing date: Friday 23rd June 2017
Interview date: Thursday 29th June 2017
Please contact the School Office on 01223 276484
for an application form, or email us at
office@girtonglebe.cambs.sch.uk. Further details
are available at www.girtonglebe.com/jobs.
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I am sitting down to start this article after cycling back
from town on the coldest, wettest day at the end of
April. Imagining the balmy days of June seems almost
impossible and according to the latest report by the
RHS, “Gardening in a Changing Climate”, we need to
look again at the way we garden. An article in the
Observer on 30/04/17 by Alys Fowler summarised the
main ideas. Both are worth reading in detail at
www.rhs.org.uk/science/gardening-in-a-changingworld/climate-change/coping-with-climate-change and
www.pressreader.com/uk/theobserver1702/20170430/282175061013848
According to Alys, the findings are sobering. The
Earth is warming at an alarming rate and the report
highlights how our lovely gardening climate that we
have relied on for so long will change. In the south
there are likely to be prolonged periods without rain,
especially in summer. There will be more extremes,
wetter and windier storms and more flooding and
water -logging. Warmer springs and autumns will give
a longer growing season and this may mean that
flowering no longer coincides with the active feeding
periods for pollinators. The whole subject is vastly
complicated but the garden is a place where we can
make positive changes that are good for the
environment and also for our own wellbeing. Gardens
cover 45,000 square km of the UK and garden soils
store almost 25% more carbon per unit than arable
soils so, as long as there are plants in your garden, it is,
at the very least, an effective carbon sink. The RHS
report states that we must all learn how to adapt to
climate change in our gardens and also how to mitigate
its effects. Gardening cannot stop climate change but it
can help towards creating a better future for our
children and grandchildren and bring us closer to the
natural world.
So in this month of June, when days are warming and
lengthening and growth is speeding up and many
gardens are reaching their peak, what should we be
doing in our gardens to protect our environment? Here
are some of the RHS suggestions.
1. Make sure your garden has as many layers as
possible. Trees, shrubs, perennials, annuals and ground
cover all provide places for animals and insects to live.
2. Choose plants with simple flowers that attract bees
and pollinators. Large double flowers with masses of
petals have less nectar which is usually quite
inaccessible. We really need our insect pollinators so
creating the right conditions in our gardens is very
important. Think about succession: many gardens are
at their best in June but it is possible to have nectarrich plants right through from early spring until the
first frosts. June is a good time to plant out sunflowers,
zinnias, rudbeckias and other late flowering plants.

and where possible recycle kitchen scraps and garden
waste to make compost so that you keep a balance of
the nutrients that are lost in the food and flowers you
grow and the nutrients put back in through compost
and organic fertilisers. Be careful when you use these
as heavy rain can leach nitrogen into the water system
causing environmental damage. Make your own nettle
and comfrey fertilisers (very easy to do, but very
smelly!) to put back nitrogen and potassium.
4. Buy the largest water butt you can find (or have
several smaller ones) and use this for watering since
many plants thrive on rain water rather than treated
water, besides which aving water is very useful for
dry periods.
5. Try not to use chemicals in the garden. We need
our bees and other beneficial pollinators. Vigilance
over lily beetles and greenfly can reduce their
numbers and the damage caused. Squashing is
effective. Healthy, strong plants have more resistance
to pests.
6. Wild areas, less than perfect lawns, log piles and
plants such as nettles and ivy all have a role to play in
protecting the environment by providing safe havens
for insects and ivy flowers are a valuable source of
nectar for bees in autumn.
There is much good advice to be had from this report
but just as important is the fact that gardening is good
for you both physically and mentally. It can be very
therapeutic and, although June is a busy month in the
garden, there is something very calming about
deadheading and weeding. In the borders it is
important to keep picking sweet peas to encourage
more blooms, deadhead roses if they are repeat
flowering and cut back hardy geraniums, delphiniums
and oriental poppies to encourage new leaf growth. If
your poppies leave a big gap a couple of pots of
oriental lilies can bring new life to the border. Tall
perennials often need staking and the earlier this is
done the better so that the plants can grow with
whatever support you use rather than be tied to a stake
once they have seriously flopped! High winds in June
can be a disaster so climbing plants such as clematis,
roses and honeysuckle need to be tied in and trained
to their supports otherwise an unseasonably windy
day can cause real damage. If plants have become
straggly or leggy give them a trim or pinch out tips to
encourage bushiness, this is especially useful for
fuchsias, zinnias and pelargoniums and means that the
plant will continue flowering later in the season.
After all that work make sure you take some time to
just sit and admire what you have created and watch
the wildlife that is finding a safe haven in your
pesticide free garden.
For more detailed advice on jobs for June go to
www.rhs.org.uk/advice/in-month/june
Kay Green, Girton Garden Society

3. Peatlands are precious carbon sinks: don’t buy peat
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Girton Garden Society
“Climbing Plants” was the title of a talk by
Andy Riley to Girton Garden Society on 11th
May. Just in time for the season of wisterias
flowering in all their glory, Andy told us some of the
secrets of their success. For established vines, the new
growth should be reduced by two-thirds in late summer.
This allows the sun to ripen the stems. Then, in late
February, the spurs need to be reduced to 2 to 3 buds.
Wisterias come from the Far East. W. sinensis, (from
China) is the most popular. It twines anti-clockwise,
while the W. floribunda, from Japan, twines clockwise!
One thing about pruning other climbers, especially
clematis group 2, is to stagger the pruning by a month to
extend the flowering season.
If there is a temptation to buy an arch to support
climbers, ensure that it is wide enough! With obelisks in
flower beds, secure foundations will pay dividends.
Do most of us not have space for another climber?
Felicia Moor
Girton Garden Society Plant Sale
We would like to thank everyone who contributed to
making the plant sale on Saturday 29th April such a great
success. Many thanks are due to all the members who
grew and donated such a wide variety of contributions,
ranging from trays of vegetable and herb seedlings, wild
flowers, annuals and perennials to large shrubs and even
an oak tree. Special thanks to those who helped all
morning to set it up and then helped during the afternoon
with the sale and clearing up.
Lastly, our thanks must go to all the people of Girton
who turned out to support the event and carried off their
purchases in bags, boxes, pushchairs and even a
wheelbarrow. Yet again we had nearly sold out by
2.30pm so make sure you put the date and time in your
diary when it appears next year and come early if you
want a bargain.
This year we raised a staggering £550 which allows us as
a society to keep membership fees down and pay for
good-quality speakers for our meetings. It also enables us
to offer the popular summer garden visits to the village as
a whole at very reasonable prices. Our monthly meetings
from October to May are open to anyone who is
interested for a fee of £2 so come along and give us a try.
Free sunflower seeds were also available so we hope to
see the village turning yellow in July and August.
Many plants were also donated to Gretton School to
encourage those students studying horticulture and those
who wanted to be involved with developing a new
garden there.
We hope we have now re-established the Plant Sale as an
annual highlight of village life.

Garden tip of the month – June
Wisterias have been lovely this year, and even as their
blossoms fade a surge of extension growths advances
rapidly on the space around them. You don’t have to
wait before you start snipping them off! Other subjects
for early summer snipping, clipping and pruning are the
broad-leaved evergreen shrubs, such as: rosemary,
laurel, bay, box and privet.
By the time you read this I hope that the lengthening
dry spell is a thing of the past, but just in case the
drought goes on, remember that woody plants that have
been in for less than two years are probably still
vulnerable to drying out and would appreciate a
soaking.
One pleasant way to get good ideas for your garden is
to visit local gardens, and see what other gardeners are
growing. A great opportunity to go round gardens in
Girton is on the afternoon of Sunday July 2nd when
many are thrown open as part of the Feast Week events.
Do take the chance to go round the Town End Close
Nature reserve, which will also be open, and enjoy the
pasture, pond and copses. Look out for the yellow
posters.
George Thorpe

Calling Local
Groups and
Associations
Every day in Cambridgeshire, 12 people hear the
devastating news they have cancer. More money is
needed to ensure that Macmillan is able to support
people affected by cancer and help ensure no one
faces cancer alone. For this reason, Macmillan is
looking to local groups, clubs, organisations and
associations to help.
From parish councils to bowling clubs, schools and
colleges to members of the armed forces, raising
funds for Macmillan couldn’t be simpler. Summer
sports days, barbecues and raffles are just three of
the countless ways you can get involved. No matter
what your group can give, it all contributes in a big
way to the lives of cancer patients and their loved
ones.
Contact your local Fundraising Manager Chloe
Coombs on 07540 674385 or
ccoombs@macmillan.org.uk or please visit
www.macmillan.org.uk to find out how you can
help. One in two people will be diagnosed with
cancer during the course of their lifetime. No one
should face cancer alone and with your help no one
will.

Kay Green (Chair, Girton Garden Society)
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closest to the bullseye and gains the most points.
Come along and have a go; it should be great fun!

Girton Bowls Club

For any further information please contact our
Secretary Margaret McCall –
margaret.mccall@ntlworld.com – and keep an eye on
our website www.girtonbowlsclub.weebly.com
Lynne McGill

Girton Colts Football Club

Girton vs. Isleham
Our new season has started well with four wins from
our first four games: Willingham 5½–½, Stretham 6–0,
Histon 5–1, Isleham 5–1. The Isleham game had a nailbiting finish with Girton needing 3 points to draw the
match and 4 points to win. After much deliberation and
measuring on the last end, it was established that
Girton had 4 points, which gave us our fourth win of
the season. Well done to all the players! These matches
followed two friendly matches, one in the pouring rain
against Histon and one in better conditions against
Stretham. To keep up with all the Club results, please
go to our website which is updated regularly.
On 2nd May our Chairman, Dave Fryer, gave a
presentation to a morning assembly at the Girton Glebe
School to encourage any interested juniors to come
along and have a go at bowls. This has resulted in a
positive response. Just to remind everyone our Junior
Roll-up sessions take place every Thursday at 4.45pm
for an hour, so please come along and give it a try.
Several of our members will be on hand to give advice
and all the equipment will be available. Just bring some
flat soft shoes to play in.
The Bowls Club was invited recently to attend a Girton
Parish Council meeting to present information about
the Bowls Club, which we did in a static display.
Positions have been established for the internal Ladder
competition by playing matches of 3 ends with 3
players who then moved up or down the green
depending if they won or lost. At the end of the
evening the chart was completed based on each
player’s final position on the Green. The competition is
now ongoing with matches to be played on Thursday
Club nights.
We will be taking part in the Girton Feast Week
celebrations and will be holding a Bowls competition,
Target Bowls, with prizes for the person who bowls
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The league games for Girton Colts have now finished
and we can reflect upon a successful season for all
three sides. Success isn’t always about winning but
rather can be about simply taking part and
importantly having fun from both the
parent’s and kid’s perspective. That has
certainly been the case and we now look
forward to next season with the exciting prospect of
the Club bringing forward a new Under 8s and a new
Under 11s side. Please do contact me if you or your
child is interested in playing and I will ensure that
your contact details are passed on to the relevant
manager.
Under 14s
At the end of our season the Under 14s managed to
be one of the last sides to complete their fixtures
simply because away fixtures at other pitches
suffered due to the weather at a time when the Girton
Rec pitches remained in good condition. Out of the
league of 12 teams they ended up in 7th position.
Having played a total of 20 games, they won 6, drew
3 and lost 11. Despite a few changes forced by injury
around Christmas, the team continued to play well
against some strong opposition and on a couple of
occasions could maybe have even sneaked a couple
more wins. The target next season must be to put the
ball in the net a few more times, since with a strong
defence and midfield, it’s a case of taking more of the
opportunities up front. The team is really looking
forward to the Sunday fixtures next season and
building a squad that can challenge in league and cup
competitions.
Under 13s
The under 13s finished the season in 7th position.
Having held 5th for much of the season a couple of
late defeats saw them slip down a very tight midtable. Swavesey, Newmarket and Histon dominated
the division but Girton were very competitive with
everyone else, finishing with 4 wins, 2 draws and 10
defeats. The team is looking for new players to
strengthen the squad for next season.
Under 9s
The under 9s have had a great first season in the Mini
Soccer League. They took a while to find their feet
but have been improving all season. They rounded
off the season with a comfortable 4–1 win away at
Milton. That left them with an overall record of won
4, drew 2 and lost 12. The level of commitment to
matches and training has been very impressive and
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the boys have all been keen to learn. They have been
backed up by lots of parental support. Everyone is
now looking forward to next season.
Garth Hanlon hanlons@ntlworld.com

Girton Golf Club
Membership figures are up and it’s exciting
times at Girton. April saw us add 19 new
members to the club and members now
number in excess of 790. New members in
all categories are still welcome.
We are currently recruiting further sponsors for our
Pro Am in July. We are still on the search for about 5
hole sponsors for the Pro Am so if you would like
more details on how your business could sponsor a
hole and enter a team then let us know.
Well done to Jeff Lewis who won the Lombard
qualifier on Sunday, and became Alan Fletcher’s
partner in the Lombard Pro Am at Thetford in June as
we represent the club. Doug Bottomley and John
Creighton beat the Gog Magog pairing in the next
round of the Daily Mail Foursomes. They were
victorious 4&3 and we hope and wish them all the
best in the next round.
Neil Cooke won the Johnson Trophy after an
excellent round of net 66 saw him finish one stroke
ahead of Drew Wilkins on 67 and two ahead of
George Lewis who carded a 68. With a fantastic field
of over 75 players it was a great start to the season.
John Gregory was victorious in the Tony Camden
Salver competition with a net 66 followed by
Laurence Brett on 67 and Nick Pugh with 68.
The winner of the Men’s Midweek Medal, which was
also a Lombard Trophy qualification round, resulted
in a win for Jeff Lewis who headed Division 1 with a
net 62 with Gavin Dolling on 64 and Jack Kenyon on
65. Division 2 was headed by Jonathan Parry and
Nick Aldhouse who both had 68’s with John
Blackburn third on 69. Other competition winners
have included: Michael Harvey, Richard Heyes, Jeff
Lewis, Charles Dunn, Jack Kenyon and Chris
Norman. Jack Thorpe won the Junior Stableford.
The Men’s team held onto the Claude Bloy trophy
when they halved their annual match against
Cambridgshire Police 2–2. However, they followed
this up by losing away at March 3–1. The Men’s
Scratch League team defeated St Ives 6–0 at Girton.
The Seniors Section has had a recent run of success
with its inter-club matches, beating Royston at home
6–2 on Friday 5th May, and Meridian at home 6–2 on
Monday 9th. The weather flipped from Summer on
Friday to Winter on Monday, but we survived. On
Wednesday 26th April the Seniors played Haverhill
Seniors at Home in teams of 16. Unfortunately, all our
local knowledge didn’t help because we lost 4½–3½,
which gives us an even bigger challenge for the away
match in June. Girton went on to beat Saffron Walden
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5½–2½ on Wednesday 17th May and the CAGU
knock-out team reached the semi-final beating Ely 2–1
on Monday 15th.
The Ladies competitive matches have begun with our
first Jean Wilkinson match away at Newmarket. With
strong winds and bitterly cold conditions it was never
going to be easy against tough opposition. Girton
Ladies put up a great fight and despite the scoreline of
1–6, some of the matches were very close. This week
there was a friendly match at Ely. The result was a 3–1
win to Ely, who fielded mainly higher handicap ladies
so Girton were giving them lots of shots in every
match.
The Sue Hill 4’s are now in full swing: this always
produces exciting matches such as the one with
Veronica McGrath/Pat Attwood v. Kerry
Mulbregt/Phillipa Towlson which went to the 22nd
hole! A great match with Veronica and Pat just edging
it. Competition winners have included: Jessica
Hollingworth, Annie Wilkins (×2), Tina Barker, Kim
Andrews.
Alan Henderson-Smith

Girton Netball Club
The Cambridge & District Netball League (CDNL)
Summer League 2017
Our summer league campaign has undergone
something of a false start as we managed to completely
miss our first fixture. Apologies to Little Thetford!
However, things have improved and we have played
two matches so far, the first against Stretham and the
second against Price Bailey. In both matches we scored
33 while they scored 4 and 26, respectively. During the
second half of both matches there was the same wild
card in which the Centre and Wing Attack players
could shoot from outside the D (which they are not
allowed to do usually) and if they hit the net or post
they earned 1 point and if they scored a proper goal
they earned 2 points. Paula and Lucy were both very
impressive and scored amazing goals this way. All of
our playing ‘killer’ during our training sessions has
paid off.

Netball bibs
If you want to find out how to play ‘killer’ and join in
normal netball too, do join us at training sessions at the
court at Girton Rec on Mondays 7.30–8.45pm. Find out
more information from Mel at
girton.village.netball@gmail.com. Also find us at
sites.google.com/site/girtonnetball and
tinyurl.com/girton-netball
Mel Gulston
(Scoreboard continued on p.23)
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GIRTON WI
Continued from p.21

Girton Tennis Club
Our club membership year started on the 1st April so
now is a good time to renew your membership or
consider joining us if you haven’t already done so. We
play on the Girton recreation ground courts and
members who purchase a key have court access during
most daylight hours.
Our 2017 Wimbledon draw is now complete and five
lucky members have now paid for the tickets and are
looking forward to a great day out at one of the
world’s premier sporting events. Congratulations to
them all.
The club started running their popular supervised
sessions for juniors on Friday evenings from April
21st (6.30 to 7.30pm). This is a facility for club
members and it will continue every Friday during the
Summer, weather permitting. Adult club members
play from 7.30pm on Friday evenings.
Free Tennis Programme
We have recently won a grant from the LTA Seniors
Tennis to promote tennis within our village. If you are
a female over 35 and looking to learn tennis, or used
to play and looking to get back into the sport, the club
are offering a FREE 6 week tennis programme from
early July to mid-August. All equipment will be
provided. Places will be available on a first come, first
served basis. Further information will be available
shortly and you will soon see posters around the
village, but in the meantime, if you would like further
information, please contact Jess Sims
simscjessica@gmail.com
Tennis is an excellent way of getting some exercise
and having fun. Details and application forms can be
found on our web site www.girtontennis.org or contact
our Membership Secretary Kevin Keeves on 01223
276660 or by email at info@girtontennis.org
Jessica Sims
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The WI National Federation
campaigns on issues of the
day, and members had voted
on the issues most important
to them. At the May meeting
we voted on the shortlist of two. These are first,
alleviating loneliness and second, the environmental
degradation of the seas with microfibres.
1.2 million older people in the UK are chronically
lonely, but loneliness affects all ages. Chronic
loneliness can be a serious, life-threatening health
condition. The WI can use its influence and network to
help create a movement to bring awareness,
understanding and action to this widespread problem.
Our clothes are poisoning the oceans and food supply.
Micro-plastic pollution is devastating our oceans and
new studies show that these microfibres come from our
synthetic clothes, in particular fleeces. There needs to
be a national campaign to educate people and take
action.
We have an interesting programme of events in the
coming year and if you join you have access to fun
days out and creative skills courses. In Girton we have
a film club to see the latest releases, a walking group,
a darts group and the arts and craft afternoon on the last
Friday in the month. This is so popular we have moved
to a larger venue, Orchard Close.
Corinne Garvie

Do you know of anyone with a
learning disability/difficulty
who may need our help?
Our ABC Programme, within Dhiverse, works with
people with learning disabilities and difficulties
around healthy relationships. We cover:
relationships; being assertive; communication
skills; keeping safe; staying safe online and in the
community and sexual health. We offer tailored
1–1, couples and group sessions and our service is
free of charge. We provide our service within
Cambridge and nearby out of county areas. Please
call our ABC Team: (01223) 508805 for further
information.
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Men’s Shed
Club 55 – Girton in its present
form has been running since
2013 but the Computer
Group, from which Club 55
emerged, began in June 2008
and celebrates its ninth
birthday this month.
It seems to have been quite successful, but a number
of people have been speaking to me about Men’s
Shed, a nationwide organisation where men can go to
work at their own pace and make friends and
socialise. To find out more about Men’s Shed it is
worth looking at the website menssheds.org.uk/.
Basically Men’s Shed is a typical Man’s Shed at the
bottom of a garden but on a much larger scale where
groups of men can work on projects of their own
choosing or on more public projects. Woodwork
features strongly but metalwork or other activities
such as gardening also feature. It is also an important
training and teaching tool. Although it is mostly the
more mature man who joins this group, women and
younger people may be invited.
Enquiries about a startup are at a very early stage but
if you are interested in joining, helping, sponsoring or
have unused premises that might be suitable please
contact us on the phone number below or via our
website at club55.wordpress.com. It is important that
we collect data as to numbers of possible members
before more planning. I would add that it would not
necessarily be limited to Girton but could be open to
all or some of South Cambridgeshire.

Lunch out
Our lunch at The George and Dragon at Elsworth was
very successful. Forty-eight people made the journey
and enjoyed good company and good food.
The picture left
shows some of our
members onboard
the Dial-a-Ride bus
on the way to
Elsworth. It is worth
noting that
wheelchairs can be
accommodated and
by using the onboard
lift it is easy to get
them or people with
other disabilities on
board.
Don’t be lonely or
think that you cannot get out to enjoy yourself – we
have the technology so just join us. The chat is
incessant, the food is good and you can always
squeeze in a small glass of wine.
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No time to pose – we are eating our lunch.
We go out to lunch once a month usually to good
quality pubs or restaurants where we think that we get
good value for money. If you have anywhere locally
in mind for a visit please let us know.

Photo competition
You may have seen that the Girton Parish News is
running a photographic competition for this Feast
Week and it’s easy to enter. There are various classes
so why not nip out into the garden and take a couple
of photos of your cat or some other wild life – I mean
birds, animals or insects not your neighbour’s wild
barbeque. It would be great if one of our members
could win – and don’t worry – if you don’t know how
to download photos from your phone or tablet just let
us know and we will help you. This is an easy project
to do and I understand that some of the photographs
will be used in the Girton Parish News.

For your diary:
Wednesday 7th June, 12 for 12.30pm: Fish & Chips
picnic plus strawberries and cream at Impington
Windmill.
Wednesday 14th June, 9.15am: Girton Garden
Society bus trip to Beth Chatto Gardens, Colchester.
Thursday 6th July, 12pm: Classic Film Gone with
the Wind. Buffet £5.
Wednesday 12th July, 10.30am: Girton Garden
Society bus trip to Coton Manor, Northants.
Thursday 9th August, 12 for 12.30pm: Two hour
River Cruise from Chesterton Lock along river Cam.
Includes 2 course lunch on board The Riverboat
Georgina.
For more details or to book any event contact: Sam
Clift Tel: 564808
Sam Clift
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Girton Scout Group
The Cubs, Scouts and Leaders have
attended several events in the first
few months of 2017.
In March the leaders travelled to
Delft in The Netherlands to attend the 10th ScoutNet
meeting. They spent five days joining in activities
with Leaders from Poland, Lithuania, Spain,
Germany and the host country. They visited Den
Haag and had a guided tour of the Houses of
Parliament. They also visited a refugee centre and
ran an afternoon of games for the children living
there.
In April they walked from Anglesey Abbey to the
Wicken Wild Camping site and spent an evening
cooking sausages and mash and toasting
marshmallows on the campfire. They then spent the
night sleeping in a wooden shelter before walking
back to Anglesey Abbey, after cooking bacon butties
for breakfast. On 23rd April they attended the St
George’s day parade, this year in St Ives, joining
with Cubs and Scouts from Essex, Manchester and
Chesterfield.
The Scouts attended Yorkshire Rally in May and
came second in the cooking competition.

Cubs and Scouts will have the opportunity to attend
separate ‘Wet Camps’ in June and July where they
can take part in several different activities, including
kayaking.
They are looking forward to Eurojam 2017 which is
taking place in Spain. They will join in activities
with Scouts from The Netherlands, Germany, Italy,
Belgium, Poland and, of course, Spain.
If anyone is interested in joining the group as a Cub,
Scout or Leader please contact:
Karen Alsop, Tel: 01353 741269, Email:
karenaalsop@btinternet.com
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St Andrew’s Church
Listening
I listen to the radio every morning, but only in snatches
and without concentration because I am also preparing
breakfast. If asked to give an account of the morning
news I may get some events correct, but the names of
persons involved or the exact place where something
occurred would be fuzzy. So much for my listening.
I had a friend who told me that every night she
completed a Sudoku puzzle while on the phone to her
mum. The conversations were so repetitive that this
person felt she needed something to pass the time. I too
must confess to finishing the odd email while on the
phone. Perhaps some people reading this article can
relate to the experience of being on the phone while
being on the web. Multi-tasking is encouraged and
praised, but for me, it often means that one job gets less
well done. Giving someone or something our undivided
attention is not as easy as it sounds. It takes emotional
energy and risks us being sucked into situations we
would rather stay apart from.
Listening to someone is not the same as casually hearing
what they say. When my husband comes in from work
we greet each other and ask ‘How was your day?’ but
often neither of us is really listening to the answer as a
combination of hunger, serving dinner and refereeing
arguments between warring children take priority. There
are times, however, when we need people to earnestly
listen to us.
After telling a story (of the type known as parables)
Jesus sometimes concluded: ‘Those with ears to hear,
listen!’ The inference is – concentrate. Don’t let the
words drift in and out of your consciousness, but take
them purposefully into your mind, consider their
meaning and apply the meaning to your life.

To listen out for God takes patience. And when we
don't get the answer we were hoping for, it takes
maturity to move on and to trust in God. There is a
story in the Old Testament which tells of the time
when the young boy Samuel is sleeping in the
Temple. Samuel wakes up when he hears a voice
speaking his name. He thinks it is the priest Eli
calling to him. It isn’t. Samuel hears the voice,
awakes and visits Eli twice more before Eli realises
what is happening. God is calling Samuel who is
alert, but not yet old enough to discern the voice. As
an adult, Samuel develops his communication with
God, and thus becomes God’s guide for the ancient
Israelites. Listening to God is a skill we hone
throughout our lifetime.
For people of all faiths and none, listening to
another is one of the greatest gifts we can give to
them. And being listened to is one of the most
affirming and healing gifts we can receive.
Mandy

For Hire: North Room
adjoining St Andrew’s
What is available?
A modern centrally-heated room linked to the
rear of the church. Ideal for meetings of up to
12 with tea/coffee making facilities, toilet
facilities and adjacent car parking at the
recreation ground.
The charges: £10 per hour.
Contact details: Bookings via the Rector on
01223 27623

When we have a conversation and are really listening to
someone, we are making an effort to engage ourselves
with their thoughts, feelings, predicaments. Listening is
about hearing what is not actually said and being aware
of body language and facial expression. In this sense,
listening incorporates a process of discernment and is
skilfully practised by GPs, counsellors and spiritual
directors, but most importantly, by the people who truly
know you and love you.
For Christians there is another dimension to listening.
Prayer is as much about listening to God as it is about
talking to God. It is easy to forget this. Prayer is not a
one-way conversation.
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Rector: The Revd Dr Mandy Maxwell
The Rectory, 42 Church Lane, Girton
CB3 0JP
Tel: 276235
Email: girtonstandrews@gmail.com
Website: www.girton.church
Associate Priest: The Revd Christine Barrow
2 Cockerton Road, Girton CB3 0QW
Tel: 277674 Email: mcbarrow@me.com
Licensed Lay Ministers:
Mr Dugald Wilson
Tel: 276940
Mrs Christina Deacon Tel: 525337
Churchwardens:
Mr Bruce & Mrs Wendy Hunter
Tel: 503958
Mrs Alice Few
Tel: 276072

Minister: Revd Nick Lowe
219 Wellbrook Way, Girton CB3 0GL
Tel: 279289
Secretary: Mrs Virginia Rootham-Smith
Tel: 926807
Website: www.girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk

Sunday Services: June
(There is an All Age Service the first Sunday of the
month and Sunday School is available the following
weeks during the morning service. Tea and coffee
are served at the end.)
All services are led by Revd Nick Lowe, unless
otherwise stated.
4th

10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
with Communion

11th

10.30am
6.00pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
at Landbeach Baptist Church
(note earlier time)

18th

10.30am

Morning Worship
with Communion
Evening Worship
leader t.b.a.

Sunday Services: June
4th

10.00am
7.00pm

Holy Communion
Taizé Worship

11th

8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

BCP Holy Communion
All Age Family Worship
Evensong

18th

8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

BCP Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong

25th

8.00am
10.00am

BCP Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

6.30pm
25th

10.30am
4.00pm

Morning Worship
Songs of Praise
at Abbeyfield Girton Green

Weekday Services: June
13th

2.30pm

TBC

11.00am

Service of Holy Communion
at Abbeyfield
Service of Holy Communion
(BCP) at Gretton Court

All are welcome to any of our services.

ST ANDREW’S PARISH
REGISTERS
Baptisms at St Andrew’s
Sunday 23rd April, 2pm, Eleanor Anne Arnison
Wyborn.
Sunday 30th April, 1pm, Austen Louis Diaper,
Rebecca Marie Dwight, Olivia Anne Marie
Ridyard.
Sunday 7th May, 2pm, Mia Rose Oliveira
Smith.
Minister: Revd Mandy Maxwell.
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If you would like to discuss any Parish Council
issues, please contact the following:
Chairman
Haydn Williams, 40 Church Lane, Tel: 474667
chairman@girton-cambs.org.uk
Vice–Chairman
Andy Griffin, 1 Churchfield Court, Tel: 07956 447674
Councillors
Jane Buckler, 28 Girton Road, Tel: 277636
Tom Bygott, 9 Station Road, Oakington, Tel: 232966
Julie Dashwood, 36 High Street, Tel: 276590
Douglas de Lacey, 9 Woodlands Park, Tel: 565219
Val Godby, 38 Woodlands Park, Tel: 276372
Anne Kettle, 11 Redgate Road, Tel: 277505
Mark Taylor, 16 Mayfield Road, Tel: 276563
John Thorrold, 53 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276760
Douglas Whittle, 23 Fairway, Tel: 704747
Lyndsay Williams, 51 Weavers Field, Tel: 07970
101578
Formal correspondence to the Council
should be addressed to the Clerk.

MOBILE LIBRARY
Thursday 22nd June
Thornton Court
Abbeyfield
St Vincent’s Close
Orchard Close
Gretton Court
Churchfield Court

09.40 – 10.00
10.05 – 10.50
10.55 – 11.30
11.35 – 12.00
12.05 – 12.40
12.45 – 13.15

RUBBISH COLLECTION
Friday 2 June
Thursday 8 June
Thursday 15 June
Thursday 22 June
Thursday 29 June

Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin

District Councillors
Tom Bygott, Tel: 232966
cllr.bygott@scambs.gov.uk
Douglas de Lacey, Tel: 565219
scdc@de-lacey.org
County Councillor
Lynda Harford, Tel: 01954 251775/07889 131022
lyndaharford@icloud.com
Parish Clerk and Acting Finance Officer
Susie Cumming, Tel: 472181
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk
Recreation Centre Bookings Administrator
Linda Miller, Tel: 472182
admin@girton-cambs.org.uk
Website: www.girton-cambs.org.uk/council.html
Postal address: Girton Parish Council
The Pavilion, Girton Recreation Ground
Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0FH

Contact numbers for bookings
Cotton Hall
07759 983420 (new number)
Orchard Close
277164
Pavilion
472182
St Vincent’s Close 276447
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