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Girton Parish Council
The following are amongst items discussed at Parish
Council meetings and information received by the
Clerk.
At the October Parish Council Meeting, the Council
received a presentation from Hill Residential regarding
forthcoming market housing projects at the North West
Cambridge site at Eddington. Councillors were also
pleased to receive Girton Town Charity’s announcement
on the timeframe for the building of the William Collyn
Community Hall at Wellbrook Way. The Council
approved S137 donations to the Royal British Legion
Poppy Appeal, the Village Christmas Evening on Friday
8th December and elderly residents’ party at Girton
Pavilion on 20th December. The Council also approved
a contractor to install a new IT system in the Parish
Office, and appointed a task and finish group to look at
security measures on parish property. There is also
consultation with Cambridgeshire Highways, who
promise action to repair the worst areas of broken
pavements and roads in the village. The Council were
informed that South Cambs District Council’s new Tree
Officer promises to chase up a replacement for the
Holm Oak near Cotton Hall.

Be Safe, Be Seen
Now that the nights are closing in, cyclists are
reminded to ensure they have working bike lights and
reflective clothing, for their own and others’ safety.
Many cyclists have been riding in our village recently
without these safety measures.
Next meetings
The next meetings of the Parish Council will be held
on Tuesday 21st November and Tuesday 19th
December, both starting at 7.30pm at St Vincent’s
Close Community Centre. Members of the public are
welcome to attend all Parish Council meetings, and to
speak in the open session at the start.
A full list of Councillors can be seen on page 34.

Remembrance
There will be a short Ceremony of Remembrance for
Armistice Day at Girton War Memorial on Saturday
11th November at 10.50am. Following this ceremony,
refreshments will be served in the North Room, St
Andrew’s Church.
On Remembrance Sunday, 12th November, the
Ceremony of Remembrance will again be held at the
War Memorial at 10.50am. We thank all those village
organisations and residents taking part and laying
wreaths. There will also be chance for residents to lay
small crosses on the War Memorial as part of this
ceremony.
We also look forward to welcoming Year 6 pupils and
staff from Girton Glebe School at a commemoration at
the War Memorial on Friday 10th November.
Anti-Social Behaviour
We’re sorry to report that there’s been a recent spate of
anti-social behaviour at Girton Recreation Ground and
car park. On Friday 6th October, a group of youths were
caught on CCTV vandalising waste bins and signage,
and on Saturday 14th October there was a large
gathering of young people who damaged the sports
pitches by riding bicycles across them. The police are
aware of both these incidents and will increase their
patrols of the area.
Thank you to those anonymous residents who kindly
cleared up the large amounts of bottles and litter left
after both these incidents.
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From Our Councillors
County Councillor Lynda Harford
This month has provided me with the usual quota of
meetings some of which were … well, let’s say not so
inspiring as the two I attended with the Headteacher and
Chair of Governors of Girton Glebe Primary School. Over
the last year or so the three of us have met a few times
with County Council Officers as the school has wrestled
with funding challenges. Over this time I have learned
much about the quality of leadership that has raised the
school’s performance so that it now rivals and, in some
areas, surpasses that of other establishments. I am not sure
that many of us really understand the demands made upon
teaching staff but none of these seem to distract from the
school’s firm belief that children’s personal and social
development is as important as their academic progress.
Statistics evidence the school’s success in providing the
latter. First hand observation tells me that this friendly,
inclusive school at the heart of Girton’s village
community is delivering so much more.
There are a couple of things that have been raised with me
over the last month. The first is a recent deterioration in
the Number 6 bus service. I am grateful for the efforts of
one particular resident to co-ordinate information on this
so that I have been able to take the matter up with the
managing director of Stagecoach. At the time of writing
he is still investigating. Local opinion is that the work on
the final stage of the Huntingdon Road cycleway may be
blamed. Regrettably some effect of this is probably
inevitable but I will wait to hear back from Stagecoach
and then talk to Highways Officers to see what can be
done to keep it to a minimum. Of course the problems
may not all be down to the roadworks … The response
from Stagecoach has, though, been positive and prompt so
far, so let’s wait and see.
The second thing that has caused several people including
a couple of Girton residents to contact me is the County
Council’s proposal to change the way services that are
currently provided through Children’s Centres are
delivered in the future. As soon as the proposal came
forward I met with relevant Council Officers to establish
exactly what it would mean for us locally and was
reassured that little would change. Much of what the
Histon centre delivers is already through outreach, which
will continue. The benefit will be in freeing up space for
much needed additional Early Years places. I do though
appreciate that there are wider implications across the
county. Please don’t hesitate to contact me about this or
with any other comments or questions you may have. If
you would like to receive a copy of the full report that I
write for the division’s parish councils each month, please
do email me and I will add you to its circulation.
Lynda
lyndaharford@icloud.com
01954 251775/07889 131022
Follow me on Twitter: @2whit2whoo
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A View from the District
The enormous sign advertising the opening of Sainsburys
which appeared in September was entirely illicit as no
planning application was even made, let alone approved. It
was surprisingly difficult to have it removed. The remaining
sign is the one we approved, and must be removed within 18
months (and not, as I mistakenly said last month, three
years).
It is now official that Cambridge City and South Cambs will
mix all paper with the other recyclables in the blue bin
scheme, as has already been happening in Girton. I’m trying
to investigate what implications other than financial this will
have. Ironically, if you still have a caddy and wish to recycle
it, you cannot do so through the blue bin service.
Since we started sharing services with other Councils there
has been a barrage of complaints; most pertinent to you is
probably the ‘service desk’. One major complaint was that
voicemail messages left (because there was no human
available to take a call) were not being answered. If you need
to use our service desk, either through the web or by phone,
please let me know your impressions. It is vital that you, our
residents, can get the help you need; I need to know where
we are failing.
You may be aware that Transport for London refused to reregister Uber because of inadequacies in its organisation.
SCDC has registered 50 Uber drivers and we are assured that
they are subject to exactly the same rigorous conditions as all
our other taxi and private car drivers. Meanwhile we have
been informed that from 5 November, Citi 5 & 6 Sunday and
Bank Holiday buses will be ‘up to 16 minutes earlier’. I have
not yet seen the services timetable.
In the Council meeting on 28 September we discussed
Neighbourhood Plans (NHPs). I had sat on the group which
developed the proposals, but we were hampered by
increasingly limited resources. NHPs were intended to be
locally led, community driven visions for our villages, but
the final draft envisages significant use of professional
planners. Money is probably less of an issue to parishes than
local resources: SCDC officers, environmental experts and
those who could work with a local village team. It is not clear
these are adequately available. The current failure of our
Local Plan makes a mockery of any attempt to plan the
development of our District or our local communities.
However, I am still anxious to get a group together to work
on one for Girton.
At Council there was a motion from a Cabinet member (also,
incidentally, a County Councillor) resolving to partner with
other Councils, the Combined Authority and the Greater
Cambridge Partnership to review bus services, and to allocate
£50,000 to co-fund the review. We pointed out that we have
no role in bus services, that this was precisely part of the role
of (and therefore funding for) the other bodies and that this
would be for us simply a waste of our residents’ money.
Despite the debate, the result was a foregone conclusion.
A meeting with the planning team was a bit bleak. We still
Girton Parish News

have a large backlog of applications and concerns over
staff confidence. We suggested that Councillors should be
more involved, for instance in pre-application discussions.
We should hear from the Local Plan inspector next month;
so far we have little inkling of what her report will say. We
are discussing sending only electronic plans to parishes,
which would have implications for residents wishing to
view them.
Our neighbouring parish of Histon and Impington
celebrated a ‘Mental Wellbeing Week’ in mid-October
with a range of events calculated to promote mental health
and encourage people with concerns to find help. I
attended a workshop on ‘Mental Wellbeing in the
Community’ which attracted a range of participants, from
local Councillors to mental health charities. HI have just
appointed a Mental Health Champion (who lives in
Girton). We might learn from their experience.
If you would like a fuller monthly report emailed to you
please contact me at scdc@de-lacey.org and I shall add
you to the list of recipients. If you have any District
Council issues you would like to discuss please don’t
hesitate to ask me.
Douglas de Lacey

District Councillor Tom Bygott
Blue bin recycling changes
From 11 December 2017, across the whole District, the
recycling system is changing to one in which paper for
recycling is placed directly into blue bins rather than into
the paper caddies. This system has been in operation for
some months in parts of Girton. When the full roll out
takes place, advice cards will be delivered to householders
on collection day to explain in writing how the new system
will operate.
I have received requests to find out exactly what is
happening, and why some paper caddies were taken away
with the rubbish collection and not returned. I am told that
there is not an official policy to collect the caddies and take
them away, but that the new system does not have a
process of taking the caddy out the blue bin before
emptying the contents into the truck.
Anyone in Girton may now place waste paper directly into
the blue bin. If you wish to dispose of your old caddy, you
may do so by taking it down to either the Milton or
Thriplow Waste Recycling Centres. Although it is legally
the property of the District Council, you may keep the old
caddy for use around the home if you wish, but it should
no longer be placed inside the blue bin.

cost £74 for a second blue bin, but these are now available
for free.
2. If you do not have enough space for an additional
wheelie bin, additional recyclable materials can be placed
inside a container that is itself recyclable, such as a
cardboard box, provided that the material is visible from
the outside to be recyclable.
3. Clear sacks can be obtained from supermarkets that
enable recyclable contents to be seen from the outside. I am
told that at some point in the future this may become the
Council’s sole official advice for additional recyclable
material.
The reasons that the new system is being introduced are:
• Fewer waste collection vehicles will in future be needed,
helping save taxpayers around £670,000 during the next
seven years compared to the existing system. This is
because trucks which collect dry recycling that is mixed
together, rather than separated, don’t have split bodies, so
can carry more materials.
• Collection rounds will be completed without the need for
vehicles to return to base and be emptied as often.
• Trucks will cover around 26,000 fewer miles per year on
South Cambridgeshire’s roads than the current
arrangement. The change will therefore also lead to lower
fuel costs and reduced CO2 emissions.
• When the blue bins were introduced, there was a
considerable difference in price for recycling paper that had
been kept separate from other recycling waste compared to
paper that had been mixed. Because of improvements in the
technology used to separate paper from other waste, those
prices have converged to the point where the efficiency
savings now outweigh any difference in recycling revenue.
The current official advice can be found at:
www.scambs.gov.uk/paper-recycling-changes.
Village Hero Awards
Nominations are now open for the District Council’s
Village Hero Awards. There are six award categories this
year, the first four being: Village Hero, Parish Councillor
of the Year, Outstanding Youth Initiative and Outstanding
Local Service/Amenity. There is also an Environment
Award and a Wellbeing Award.
The closing date is midnight on 19 January 2018, and the
awards will be announced at an awards evening on
Thursday 08 March 2018, to which all nominees will be
invited.

If you wish to keep the caddy, but are concerned that it
may be taken during the collection if placed alongside the
blue bin, there are several alternative ways of putting out
more recycling.

To make a nomination, visit:
www.scambs.gov.uk/community-awards and fill in the
online form. If you do not have access to the Internet, you
could telephone 01954 713 070 and ask for a form to be
mailed out to you.

1. An additional blue bin can be obtained by telephoning
the Council’s helpline on 03450 450 500. Until recently it

Cllr Tom Bygott
cllr@bygott.net, 07765 475 513
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Feast Planning is well
under way for
next year.
Adverts in the
programme Booklet
are selling well so please
book yours in good time!
Next Year our theme will be PIRATES
– it’s 300 years since Blackbeard the Pirate!
The Feast 2018 will take place 6–15 July.
Any ideas, or offers of time, would
be warmly welcomed by the current
Feast Four.
Carol, Helen, Sian or Alan
carol@girtonfeast.org.uk,

Girton Garden Society
Thursday 9th November
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Rebirth of a garden
by Philip Waites (head gardener at Wimpole)
Competitions:
A flowering pot plant
A vase of dried seed heads
Visitors most welcome. £2
Histon Baptist Church
7.30pm
Friday 8th and
Saturday 9th December
Dvorak: Organ Mass
Bruckner: 3 Motets
Carols for All
Conductor: Peter Britton, Organist: David Warham
With Histon TenSing (Friday 8th only) and Chesterton
Singers (Saturday 9th only)
There will be a retiring collection in aid
of the East Anglian Air Ambulance.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

How do you spend Wednesday Evenings?

GIRTON COMMUNITY CHOIR
meets every Wednesday at 7.30 pm
in Girton Glebe School Hall.

Here are some of us on the first evening back this term.
We don’t always have a drink, but we enjoy
learning new songs, catching up with each others'
news, and genuine friendship
AND WE HAVE FUN!
Interested in finding out more?
Phone Jane on 01223 474667
or please just come along and give us a try.
You will be very welcome.
November 2017
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Girton College Music Society

Girton Walking Group

SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER, 2.30–3.30pm
Old Hall, Girton College, Cambridge

Fourteen of us went on a lovely 5 mile walk on
7th October through the woods at Wimpole,
enjoying the Autumn colours of the trees.

Junior Prime Brass
The teenage version of Prime Brass, Cambridge’s
leading brass ensemble, Junior Prime Brass
(conducted by Christopher Lawrence) has performed
at numerous prestigious venues, including the
Royal Albert Hall. This afternoon they present
a varied programme of original works and
arrangements for brass dectet.
Admission free; retiring collection.
MONDAY 6 NOVEMBER, 8.00–9.15pm
Stanley Library, Girton College, Cambridge
A Schumanniade
Girton students and Fellows combine forces to
present a programme of works by Robert and Clara
Schumann in various genres; the concert is curated
by Margaret Faultless, Martin Ennis
and Gareth Wilson.
Admission free; retiring collection.
SUNDAY 12 NOVEMBER, 2.30–3.30 pm
Stanley Library, Girton College, Cambridge

In November our walk will be:
Saturday 4th November – a 4.5 mile walk
northwards from Baits Bite Lock to Clayhithe and
Horningsea. Meet at Milton Church, 10am.
In December the walk will be on
Saturday 2nd December from Girton to Histon
and back. Meet at St Andrew’s Church 10am.
Afterwards there will be a Christmas bring and share
lunch at Claire Nickson’s house. Contact Claire on
cnludlow12@gmail.com if you wish to leave food
items at her house before the walk.

Erin Barnard (violin)
Christopher Hedges (cello)
Lucy Morrell (piano)
Works by Bach, Beethoven, Ravel, Suk, Bartók
and Britten (Cello Sonata in C)
Admission free; retiring collection.
SUNDAY 19 NOVEMBER, 2.30–3.30pm
Stanley Library, Girton College, Cambridge
Andrea Seaton and Sam Liebana (recorders)
Chun Hau Ng (piano)
Works by Loeillet of Gant, Telemann, Mattheson; J S
Bach, Mozart, Chopin and Ravel (Sonatine)
Admission free; retiring collection.
SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER, 2.30–3.30pm
Stanley Library, Girton College, Cambridge
Chun Hau Ng, Kok Foong Lee
and Yu Yan Tsang (erhu)
Ji Xia Lim (piano)
Works by Wenjin Liu, Vittorio Monti (Csárdás),
Jianmin Wang, Weili Hu
and Dong Heng Qian (a first performance)
Admission free; retiring collection.
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News from Girton Glebe Primary School
News from Girton Glebe
Primary School

We have had a range of exciting
activities taking place in and
around school over the last four
weeks which have enriched the
wonderful work that has been
taking place within the classrooms at Girton Glebe
Primary. Please read on for a round-up of the last
month’s news and events …
Harvest Festival
On Thursday 12 October we hosted our harvest festival
assembly in the school hall. The assembly began at 9am
and consisted of a packed programme of poems, songs
and rhymes performed by children across the school.
The children did incredibly well and treated the
audience of EYFS parents to a wonderfully entertaining
thirty minutes of harvest celebrations.
All food donations this year were collected by Jimmy’s
Cambridge, a charity set up to assist the homeless
community within the city. Thank you to all who took
part and supported us with this event!
Shakespeare Schools Festival
Birch Class continue to learn their lines and parts for
their version of Macbeth which will form part of the
Shakespeare Schools Festival in November at the
Mumford Theatre.
In early October, the children visited the venue and took
part in an acting masterclass, thinking in particular about
how they will deliver their lines and ensure that the
audience at the back of the theatre will be able to hear
and see everything that they do.
Please, come and join us!
I would like to welcome you all to the Open Evening
and Afternoon we will be hosting on Tuesday 7
November (2–3pm and 6–7pm) where you will have the
opportunity to talk to staff, meet our governors and
experience the wide range of activities taking place
within our classrooms. There will be a café run by
members of FOGG and there will also be a presentation
at the start of each session by the Headteacher. Our Year
6 ambassadors will also be giving guided tours of the
school if you wish to join them. I look forward to seeing
you there!
Many thanks!
I would like to say an enormous thank you to our everwonderful FOGG team for all of their hard work in
organising the jumble sale which took place on Saturday
30 September. They managed to raise a staggering
£1200 for Girton Glebe Primary, all of which will go
back to supporting opportunities for our children.
Thank you also to all members of the Girton community
who came out to support this event!
Mr Andrew Simpson
Headteacher
November 2017

Free singing for
breathing taster
session
Tuesday 21 November
2.30–4.00
St Vincent’s Close
Community Room
Do you have breathing difficulties? Did you know
singing can help?
Why singing? Research has shown that singing helps
people with lung health problems to breathe better. The
British Lung Foundation runs training courses to enable
singing teachers to run ‘Singing for Breathing’ classes for
people with lung health problems such as COPD, IPF and
asthma.
How does it work? People with congestive lung problems
have difficulty breathing out effectively. The exercises
singers use to achieve a stronger and more sustained outbreath can be really helpful, as can techniques for
releasing tension. People learn to make the best use of the
lung capacity they have, and over time people find they
are breathing better without having to think about it.
Where does it happen? Girton resident and BLF Singing
for Lung Health leader Kay Barrett runs the Cambridge
Singing for Breathing group at Brown’s Field Centre in
Chesterton on Thursday afternoons. Kay would like more
Girton people to benefit, and so is running a free taster
session at St Vincent’s Close community room in Girton
on Tuesday 21 November, 2.30–4.00 pm.
What will be included? The taster session will start with
an opportunity for tea and chat. After a short guided
relaxation, Kay will teach some of the exercises, then get
people singing.
Who can come? If you live in the Cambridge area and
have a breathing difficulty of any kind, you are warmly
invited to attend. You are welcome to bring a partner or
friend along too. Please don’t worry if you feel you are not
a singer! Or perhaps you were once a singer, but feel you
have lost your voice. When we sing, we focus much more
on what it feels like than what it sounds like, and on
having fun. Any harmonious sounds we happen to make
are a useful by-product, but are not the main aim of the
group!
What does it cost? The Girton taster session will be free
of charge, but please let Kay know you are coming. At the
Cambridge group, members normally give a donation of
£3.50 per week, or whatever they can afford, which helps
with running costs.
You can find out more and see a short video about the
Cambridge group on our website, at
www.singingforbreathing.wordpress.com.
If you have any questions or would like to book a place
at the taster session, please contact Kay Barrett on
07845 726975 or email
singingforbreathingcambridge@gmail.com.
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Garden Tip of the Month
After the excitement of putting the clocks back, All
Souls, All Hallows and Bonfire Night, November can
seem rather dull and grey. The burnished gold of late
chrysanths, or the deepening shades of crimson and
magenta, as the last leaves colour up on a Boston Ivy can
be welcome beacons in a rather monochrome landscape.
Have you any reliable autumn colours in your garden?
What might lift an otherwise gloomy corner? Many
mahonias start to flower in November, and because they
have surprisingly sharp leaf points, and can grow large
are probably best grown near the back: their exotic
fragrance can still waft forward on warmer damp days.
They are also quite easy to prune, provided you wear a
stab proof jacket and gloves! Simply cut the stems to the
height of your choice, where possible above a side shoot,
or if none are present to just above a node, where a
dormant bud usually lurks ready for its opportunity. The
usual choices include M. japonica and M. x media
cultivars, of which the upright ‘Charity’ is widely
planted and is generally a good doer. Mahonia
aquifolium is more whippet like and rarely does well
because it is usually planted in awful places, but given a
little tlc it can be splendid, and it is considerably smaller.
If you enjoy a bit of social gardening you might like to
join the nascent Girton Green Team. Full details are still
to be ironed out but we have in mind a regular outing to
various ‘open spaces’ within Girton for a couple of hours
a month to spruce them up. I envisage contacting
volunteers via an email list and inviting them to join in,
say next Tuesday at 10am at the Rec, for example, and
then people can turn up when it’s convenient to them,
and nobody feels obliged to come more often than they
want.
George Thorpe

Girton Garden
Society
‘A History of the Apple’ was
the topic of the Garden Society
talk by Joanna Crosby on 12th
October.
Way back in the mists of time, the first apples evolved
in the fruit forest of the Tien Shan Mountains in
Kazakhstan. The seeds of the sweet apples (Malus
sieversii) were found in ancient graves by a Russian
scientist, after whom they are named. Trade routes
ensured the spread of the trees to countries with cold
winters. They were established in Britain by the time
the Romans arrived (bringing with them rabbits and
nettles!).
In the 18th and 19th centuries it was fashionable for
ladies (mainly) to paint the fruit, each illustration of
assorted fruit being called a Pomona, after the Roman
goddess of fruitfulness. John Ruskin, somewhat
concerned, observed that ‘No polite lady should learn
Botany’ – it involved details of reproduction!
The ancient Egyptians found that apples did not come
true from seeds, so they and, later, monks learnt to
graft apple trees onto root stock. Nowadays, a range of
about 6 root stocks is available. There are currently
about 3000 varieties of apples available in this country
and East Anglia has many of its own unique varieties.
Indeed, apples can claim the credit for getting the
railway to Wisbech!
For an orchard, 5 trees are needed, starting with 5 little
patio trees.
Felicia Moor

Girton Glebe Primary School
Autumn Jumble Sale
Friends of Girton Glebe (FOGG) would like to say a
huge thank you to everyone who donated, helped at
and came along to our autumn jumble sale held at the
end of September. We very much appreciate the
support we receive from the Girton community and are
delighted to report that we raised over £1200 for the
school, which will be put towards resources and
activities for the school’s pupils.
Next on the FOGG calendar is our Christmas Fair on
Saturday 25th November, from 2pm to 4pm – more
details can be found in the Forthcoming Events section
and on our website at www.foggpta.org.uk. We hope to
see you there!

Girton Allotment Society
How about a starter plot on our Allotment site?
You will enjoy fresh tasty fruit and vegetables, fresh
air and exercise and meeting other tenants.
Now is a good time of year to prepare a plot for the
next season. If you are new to gardening, other
tenants are very ready to share their own experience.
If you would like to take a tour round our site please
contact Ann Jerram on 01223 514135 or email at
girtonallotments@gmail.com

Friends of Girton Glebe
Registered Charity 1098145
November 2017
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News for Older Residents
Exercise
One hundred and fifty minutes of moderate exercise
each week and ‘fifteen minutes of hearty laughter each
day should be part of a healthy lifestyle’ (Maryland
Medical Centre).
With this in mind, try the Strength and Balance class
which runs each Thursday morning from 10.30 to
11.30am in Orchard Close Community Room. These
exercises will help protect you from falls and there is
always a laugh during the class.
NB: If you need some individual help with regular
strength and balance exercising, please get in touch
with me as soon as possible so I can arrange for this to
start in the new year. This applies whether or not you
currently attend the Thursday class.
Singing for Breathing
Kay Barrett will be holding her taster Singing for
Breathing session on Tuesday 21st November from
2.30 to 4pm in St Vincent’s Close Community Room.
Everyone, with any kind of respiratory problem, is
welcome. For further details phone Kay on 07845 726
975.
Christmas Party
This will be in the Pavilion on Wednesday 20th
December. It will involve food, carol singing, a unique
panto film and a return visit of the two young harpists
from Chatteris. More details next month.
Lastly and importantly …
Let me know if you can use a sturdy shower chair, a
raised toilet seat, a zimmer caddy or a Vax carpet
cleaner which has only been used once.
Are you a retired academic? A resident would like to
meet others living in Girton. I will be happy to
facilitate an initial get-together for those who contact
me.
Please note, I will be on leave from 6th to 14th
November.
Patricia Johnston, Older Residents’ Coordinator
07649 660 866/patricia.johnston@ageukcap.org.uk

Make do and Mend
Girton can be amongst the leaders in
working towards a Fossil Fuel Free
Future. We need to reduce and stop
using fossil fuels when we know the
damage they are causing to the climate and life on
Earth including human life. Previous articles have
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focused on optimising solar energy from south-facing
roofs as a viable alternative to fossil fuel-based
domestic energy, and returning our land to more
sustainable use in providing local food for local
people.
In addition to our consumption of ‘high carbon’ food,
we consume much more through our reliance on a
consumption driven growth economy. The challenge
for us is to stop extending the scale of our current
levels of consumption. It means making do with what
we have already, rather than continually buying more.
There is a good deal of Make Do and Mend in and
around Girton. We do not have vast car lots offering
shiny new (and secondhand) cars, but we do have
garages which can update MOTs and through regular
servicing and repairs extend the lives of our existing
cars. Through ‘Do It Yourself’ and the help of local
builders we can maintain the fabric of our houses, and
whilst doing so improve their insulation and make
energy savings. There are a number of voluntary
groups and ‘Repair Days’ in and around the village
where items such as clothes, bicycles, computers,
electrical goods and broken furniture can be brought
for repair but often there are items which need the
attention of a specialist craftsperson, for example IT
hardware and software. There is a shortage of such
people, but they can be found through web pages and
suchlike. But there is a growing shortage of skilled
craftspeople. Older people remember being taught
needlework, woodwork and cookery at school, but
there is less time for these things on today’s
curriculum, and there are fewer practical skills being
passed down through grandparents, parents and
relatives for the coming generation.
In a village of any size one used to be able to find a
baker, butcher, grocer, greengrocer, blacksmith,
carpenter, etc. In Girton, whilst our building stock is
being adapted for a fossil fuel free future, we should
be able to find the space, workshops and facilities for
repair and maintenance people, who whilst making
their own living can share their skills and also help
train the next generation.
In a previous article in this series, the idea was floated
of making better use of the land between our two pubs
on the High Street. Make Do and Mend facilities could
be developed as part of the re-use of that land. Again,
start-up funding would probably be needed, which
could come from a Girton Community Energy Chest.
In a future article, we may look at what would be
involved in setting up and running such a Community
Chest.
John Ranken, Sustainable Girton
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John O’Groats to Land’s End Bike
Ride 2017
On Monday morning, the last day of July 2017, a
group of six – the ‘Wheelnuts’ – gathered at Inverness.
Our goal was to cycle from John O’Groats to Land’s
End over the next sixteen days. We chartered a bikebus which carried us and our bikes the hundred miles
or so to John O’Groats where, bathed in sunshine and a
gentle breeze, our adventure began.

Not much did go wrong: we got lost a couple of times –
on a track alongside Loch Ness, and in the Penzance
Millennium Wood (don’t ask). There were a few
punctures and some basic bike maintenance, and one
incident where man and bike parted company!
I clocked the ride at 1038.7 miles. A number of us raised
money for various charities and I managed just short of
£2000 for Cancer Research. A big thankyou to all of our
generous sponsors.
This was a serious physical and mental challenge, but
the effort is soon forgotten. The abiding memories are
the friendship and support of my fellow Wheelnuts, and
the glorious variety and beauty of the landscape on our
doorstep.

Five of the group, Mark Szymanski, Dave Hully,
Simon Sharp, Phillip Staves and myself, had previous
experience of the ‘uphill’ journey from Land’s End to
John O’Groats. Our new recruit, John Shepherd, had
yet to experience the delights of this ride. Of course,
coming south is the ‘downhill’ route and so what could
possibly go wrong?
Mark had planned our route in great detail and we rode
a scenic zig-zag through Scotland for the first nine
days (there is a lot of Scotland!). There were many
highlights, including taking the ferry to Cromarty and
crossing the Black Isle, following Loch Ness through
the Great Glen, cutting over the north of Arran and the
vast wilderness of the Galloway Forest. Fuelled by
whisky and haggis we eventually crossed the border
into England at Gretna Green.

Having completed the ride uphill and downhill I
reckoned this would be my last time … but as the saying
goes, ‘Never say never’!
Dave Barrett

Codeword
A puzzle where every number represents a different
letter in the alphabet. Good luck!

The route south through England was more direct, and
we had decided to take in the Lake District, which
meant tackling the Kirkstone Pass – a relentless climb.
Our longest day at 79.9 miles was Gloucester to
Glastonbury – we were able to see the Tor from several
miles away which acted as a useful homing-beacon.
All too quickly we were experiencing the rolling hills
of Devon and Cornwall, and cream teas provided fuel
for the legs. Our final day along the north coast of
Cornwall, via St Ives and St Just, was sunny and clear
which seemed a fitting end. Just after 6pm on Tuesday
15th August we rolled into Land’s End with a mixed
sense of pride and relief!
November 2017
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I’ve just come indoors after a lively discussion on the
right time to plant broad bean seeds; what’s gone
wrong with leeks this year; what, and what not, to
compost. Well, it’s got to be better than discussing
Brexit! I’m thinking that these encounters with so
many acquaintances for chatting, banter and comparing
notes will begin to diminish now as winter closes in
and we venture forth onto the allotment less. But we’ll
be there again in spring to renew this rewarding part of
our allotment activities.
I’m writing during the fine weekend of 13, 14 and 15
October. It’s sunny and warm, so enjoyable to be
outside, albeit mostly for clearing, tidying and the
steady labour of digging over the plots. Dead and
dying plants to be removed; weeding (this never
ceases); plot edges to be defined. Canes, cloches and
other paraphernalia to be stored.

The end of the sweetcorn
A pleasant and nostalgic melancholy pervades. This
struck me as I cleared away such things as yellowing
runner beans … one remembers the shiny oval seeds,
erecting frames for the growing plants, harvesting,
eating and freezing … now decaying stems and leaves
for the compost bin. Tomatoes … tiny seeds into small
pots or trays; potting on, then planting out into
greenhouse, growbags or soil; supporting the plants,
removing lateral growth; then the challenge of finding
ways of using and distributing enormous crops … now
the once-healthy productive plans reduced to browning
relics ready for disposal. Especially sweetcorn … from
crinkly yellow seeds to seven feet high plants, three or
four centimetre diameter stems, leaves rustling in the
breeze … now forlorn withered remnants to be
chopped up and composted … but, oh, the remembered
delights of daily snacks of the sweet cobs, smeared
with indulgent butter.
November 2017

However, the rewards of having an allotment plot
don’t shut down when summer ends. Some are still
eking out a few late runner and French climbing beans;
there are even red tomatoes hanging on browned stems
(though whether they are blight-free is questionable);
leeks will stand well into the New Year (though it’s
been a disappointing crop for some); parsnips await
the first frosts; various types of brassicas will carry on
for months; early signs are for a good Christmas Day
as regards Brussels sprouts. It’s time to start enjoying
butternut and other squashes. Potatoes, of course, are
stored and will last well into the New Year. Freezers
store beans, peas, leeks in white sauce, tomato sauce,
soft fruits (it has been a good year for raspberries). The
number of times I’ve been told: ‘The freezers are full.
They can’t hold any more [see above to complete this
sentence]!’
Butternut squash –
a good haul
I’ve written before
about borlotti beans
and I think I may
have influenced
some to grow them.
A member has
suggested I
mention this crop
again. It is an
Italian bean, dwarf or climbing. The fruit is
aesthetically delightful. The green pod is blotched with
red markings. The bean (which is best used dried and
stored) is cream with purple markings, a pattern which
would grace the marble floor of a Venetian palazzo. I
recommend these stored beans for adding to stews and
casseroles.
Late September saw the Allotment Society Annual
General Meeting. No earth-shattering issues – the chief
discussion was over the difficulty of maintaining in a
tidy state some of the narrow and tortuous paths where
mowers may fear to tread. It’s an important issue
because it is incumbent on the Society in general, and
members in particular, to maintain the site in good
order. The meeting paid tribute to the retiring
chairman, Peter Seaber, who for five years has been a
firm and steadying hand on the helm. Peter has led
from the front as regards the long hours he spends on
his plot (usually with his wife Pam), the order of his
plot, and the variety and quality of his produce.
In addition to vegetable matters, amongst other bird
life a jay has been present (such attractive plumage),
and five buzzards circled high overhead this week. All
adds to the pleasure.
Graham Jones, Girton Allotment Society
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Girton WI
At the October meeting
our speaker was Kate
Armstrong who
spoke of her mother’s
memories of their life in
the dying days of the
colonial service in Eritrea, Sudan and Botswana. It
is an important record of life in the colonial days. She
coped with bringing up children in primitive living
conditions while her husband worked as an
administrator. She helped to set up health care for
local families and had to have armed guards, and
they carried guns for protection in Sudan. The book
her mother wrote is called An Unexpected Journey
by Margaret Reardon. Above all the bravery and
resourcefulness of a young mother shone through.
Contact girtonwi@gmail.com to find out more or come
to a meeting. There are activities to suit everyone with
a film club, craft club, darts team and walking group.
Corinne Garvie

TenSing
This month we had
our National Tensing
festival. A group of
us went down to Bristol and met up with Kingswood
TenSing for the weekend. We learnt new songs, dances
and dramas as a national group and gave a fantastic
concert on Saturday evening. It was great fun to see
our friends from Bristol and to bond as a group.

for refreshments and a raffle. It is pay on the door but
please email me if you would like to attend. It should
be a whole lot of fun!
TenSing is a youth group who sing, dance and act, held
every Thursday, 7–9pm at Histon Baptist Church,
supported by the YMCA. It is for young people, by
young people and anyone year 7 or above is welcome
to join. If you are interested, or have any queries please
contact me at lilyduncan@icloud.com or our
administrator Terry at jking47@aol.com.
Lily

Stay Well this winter
Winter weather can be seriously bad for our health.
Being cold can aggravate existing conditions and raise
the risk of increased blood pressure, heart attacks and
strokes. However, there are lots of things you can do to
stay well this winter.
Get expert advice from your pharmacist
If you start to feel unwell, even if it’s a cough or a
cold, don’t wait until it gets more serious. Seek advice
on the best treatment from your local pharmacist.
Make sure you get your free flu jab
Flu is a highly contagious and can cause serious
complications for at risk groups. Adults over 65; those
with long-term health conditions; children aged two to
eight; carers and pregnant women may all be eligible
for a free flu vaccination – ask your GP practice today.
Stock up your medicine cabinet
A well-stocked medicine cabinet can help you treat
common winter ailments such as coughs, colds, sore
throats and sickness bugs at home and will save you
going out if you feel unwell. Ask your pharmacist
about essential medicines to keep at home.
Keep warm
Keeping warm, both inside and outdoors, over the
winter months can help to prevent colds, flu and more
serious health problems such as heart attacks, strokes,
pneumonia and depression.

Coming up in November we have a quiz night. On
25th November, 7–10pm at Histon Baptist Church, we
will be having a quiz night fundraising for our trip to
the European TenSing Festival in August, so that
everyone gets the opportunity to go. Please come along
either in teams or ready to join one on the night.
Admission is just £3.50 and there will be an interval
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Get the right help
Make sure you’re receiving all the help you are entitled
to. Learn how to make your home more energy
efficient and take advantage of financial schemes to
keep up with energy bills.
Visit www.nhs.uk/Livewell/winterhealth/Pages/
KeepWarmKeepWell for details.
For further information on staying well this winter visit
www.nhs.uk/staywell
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The Girton Bowls Club AGM will be held on 17th
November, at Abbeyfield at 7.30pm. All welcome, so
please come along.

Girton Bowls Club
Whilst the outdoor Bowls season is
over, a number of our members are
enjoying playing in the Indoor
League. The indoor game is much
faster than the outdoor game due to
the surface being carpet as opposed
to grass. Less effort is required to cast a bowl, but
nevertheless just as much skill required, some would
say more.
Our end of season presentation evening held on 29th
September at the Girton Golf Club was a great success.
A vote of thanks was given to the staff who were
charming and to the chef whose food was excellent. A
big thank you to Jenny Knights who once again kindly
presented the prizes to all our competition winners. We
all enjoyed a quiz set by one of our members which
accidently contained a few typo errors making it all the
more fun, if a little challenging! Our chairman, Dave
Fryer, also brought along a video of his recent skydive
(a first for him), undertaken for his chosen Charity,
The Air Ambulance, for which he managed to raise a
considerable amount of money. Well done, Dave.

Our members enjoying the
annual end of season dinner
Autumn Maintenance
With the green now closed for the winter, 4 members
of the Club, together with a green specialist, undertook
the autumn maintenance of the green. Following a
heavy scarification and spiking, the green was then
seeded and 3 tonnes of top soil laid which was then
fertilised and watered. The work started at 8am and
finished at 6pm, when the weary 4 plus 1 retired after a
good day’s work. When this work was completed the
green looked awfully sad, but now after just 3 weeks it
is beginning to show the recovery expected and if this
goes according to plan, it will be in a much improved
state for next Spring and the start of the 2018 outdoor
season.
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For any further information please contact our
Secretary Margaret McCall –
margaret.mccall@ntlworld.com.
Lynne McGill

Girton Golf Club
The massive work programme on
Girton Golf course is going ahead at
a great pace, with our greens staff
and specialist contractors working
together to transform many parts of
the course over this winter. Bunkers
are being taken out and/or replaced in new locations,
new paths being laid between greens and the next tees,
drainage being updated on some fairways, greens being
remodelled and the first tee being completely
revamped. This is a massive undertaking for the local
golf club and special deals are now available for nonmembers wanting to play winter golf and who would
like to see the updated course.
A reminder for
anyone who would
like to come to the
Comedy Night on
11th November to
get your tickets now
(if there are any left
when this is
published). Three
great comedians –
Mark Dolan of TV
fame, Big Aussie
Colin Cole, back by
The new path from the
popular demand, and
8th
green to the 9th tee
rising star Gerry K
will be providing the
entertainment. Tickets are £15 for non-members and
only £10 for all members. A meal is also available at
£8 a head, the menu choice being Salmon en croute,
Chilli or Hunters Chicken.
Membership to Girton Golf Club is still available at all
levels including Junior, Student, 5 and 7 Day Adult,
(special pricing for up to 30 years old), plus Social
Membership allowing you to use the clubhouse
facilities at all times (including lunch, morning coffee,
etc.) and giving discounts on social events (e.g.
Comedy Night). This membership category is only £15
a couple or £10 for a single.
Alan Henderson-Smith
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Girton Netball Club
October saw us celebrating the
5th birthday of Girton Netball
Club, originally started by
Pippa Sutcliffe as a Back to
Netball Club with support from
South Cambridgeshire District
Council and Girton Town
Charity. Five years on we have
played in snow, sunshine, wind and rain, having made
great friends, got a little fitter and improved our netball
skills along the way. Club Captain, superstar organiser
and star baker Mel Gulston made us a delicious
netball-themed cake to commemorate our anniversary
which we enjoyed at the end of one of our training
sessions. Our campaign to reach the top of the
Cambridgeshire Adult Friendly League begins this
week and we’ll report on our results in next month’s
Parish News.

Girton Tennis Club
The Tennis Club has use of the
Recreation Ground courts and
members who purchase a key
have court access during most
daylight hours. The club runs a
supervised session for juniors from 6.30 to 7.30pm on
Friday evenings (weather permitting) and club members
play after this until around 9pm under floodlights.
The supervised sessions for juniors will not be running
once the weather turns either too cold or wet so it may
have stopped by the time this is published.
Our Christmas Dinner will be held at the Old Crown on
25th November. There may be a couple of tickets still
available for club members. If you are interested in
attending, please contact Kevin – details below.
Tennis is an excellent way of getting some exercise and
having fun. Details and application forms can be found
on our website www.girtontennis.org or contact our
Membership Secretary Kevin Keeves on 01223 276660
or by email at info@girtontennis.org.
Alan Franklin

Girton Colts
Football Club

As always, we welcome new members to our club
whatever your previous experience of netball may be.
Training sessions are run on a pay and play basis (first
session is free) so you can come as and when you’re
able. Most of our training sessions in the run up to
Christmas will be held in Girton on a Monday evening
(7.30–8.45pm) but there will be the odd week when
we’ll be training in
Milton instead, so if
you would like to
come along, please
contact Mel at
girton.village.netball
@gmail.com or see
our Facebook page at
tinyurl.com/girtonnetball for
information on when
and where we’ll next
be meeting.
Sally Thorpe
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The football season is now
well under way. The Under
15s have found their level
this year and have been in a
series of close matches. In
every game they have been behind but have come back
to win by a single goal against Bar Hill (twice),
Isleham and Kedington. As a result, the Under 15s
currently sit proudly at the top of the table.
The Under 10s have played 3 matches so far, winning
at home to Burwell and Trumpington but losing away
to Ely. All the matches have been close and the team
have played very well. Already they have scored 10
goals, with James Barge leading the way with 3,
followed by Zaki Adloune with 2. Charlie Smith
scored his first ever goal for Colts in the loss at Ely.
The Under 8s are a brand new team this year and are
still coming to terms with playing 5-a-side matches.
The team are all enjoying themselves but running up
against stronger opposition. If there are any Year 3
boys who would be interested in playing for Girton
Colts then they can email the Club at
info@girtoncolts.co.uk.
Kevin White
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Apple Cake Recipe
2 apples (preferably Bramleys) - sliced
225g SR flour
1 tsp baking powder
225g granulated sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp almond essence
140g melted butter/ margarine
Demerara sugar reserved for top
Method
Prepare an 8 inch loose-bottomed tin and line the base with
greaseproof paper. Pre-heat oven to 150°C, 300°F or Gas Mark 3.
Peel and slice the apples thinly.
Mix flour and baking powder in a food processor.
Whisk together sugar, eggs and almond essence. Add melted butter or margarine to egg mixture. Add to
ingredients in food processor and mix together to make a smooth batter.
Put half batter into tin. Add the sliced apple next and then the remaining batter. Sprinkle with Demerara sugar.
Bake for one and a quarter hours. Cool a bit in the tin, but it sticks to the tin if allowed to cool too much. Enjoy on
its own or with creme fraîche, etc.
From Girton Garden Society
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Chaos and Order
There seems to be a fundamental need in human nature
(teenagers excepted) to bring order out of chaos. The
word ‘chaos’ is originally linked to ‘chasm’, ‘gap’ and
‘gas’, all of which can trigger mind-pictures of division
and even danger.
In our earliest social conditioning we hear phrases like
‘Tidy your room,’ ‘Put the washing in the basket, not on
the floor’ and ‘Run a comb through your hair.’ Having
things in order promotes hygiene, efficiency and speed.
We will not waste time looking for lost items if there is
a place for everything and everything is in its place. The
poet John Betjeman, however, took umbrage at cold
efficiency in social and urban planning. He wrote
scathingly, ‘In 1945 the Luftwaffe stopped bombing
London. In 1947 the Blitz began.’ He was giving vent to
his dismay at the ruthless methods engaged in sweeping
away the old familiar landmarks in a quest for orderly
new facilities and housing development. The quaint
meandering routes of history became just a memory in
favour of sleek straight lines and the soulless glass
panels of the new order. There were no more surprises
around city corners, only the predictable blocks of brick
and concrete. Yet the planners were driven by the remit
to make life simpler, to facilitate speed and efficiency,
to box populations neatly into areas where they could be
managed. Nowadays Google Maps show new towns
with grid-patterned, sat-nav accessible streets,
motorway links and out-of-town shopping malls.

with great lyrical beauty about the gathering brook
leaping as a rugged cataract then flowing along a fair
valley where the red deer wander, with the hum of
pleasant music as the water turns the village mill. On it
flows to become a noble river conveying craft and
produce. At night it ‘mirrors the stars or sends back the
sheen of the moon’ and goes on into the clear bright
day. Thus, Spurgeon is using the symbol of the river to
illustrate the early, tentative search for pardon and
faith, satisfied and empowered by the immediate and
tender response of our faithful God who hears every
sincere prayer.
Is it not remarkable that thousands of years before
carbon-dating, satellite mapping and geological
calculations, the cataclysmic upheavals and seismic
shifts of the early earth were documented? The word of
God gives a vision of how the Spirit of God
encountered chaos and from its turmoil brought order,
not as sterile uniformity, but in a multitude of truly
stunning and intriguing varieties of form, function and
interdependence. God desires to do the same
restorative, renewing and fulfilling work in each of us.
Trust in Him.
Iris Niven

Minimalist living became fashionable, with smooth
lines of cupboards hiding the chaos of personal items.
Factories and warehouses work with robot productivity
and computers offer lists with data all in order, avoiding
chaos at all costs.
But of course, things go wrong even in the most
organised households. The clash of timetables and the
unexpected blip wreak havoc on mental health and
stability. The inner chaos is harder to control. Our minds
are beset by a tumult of questions. Can we trust our
fellow traveller not to harm us? Can we cope with the
doctor’s diagnosis? Could we reach our destination
through this swarm of traffic, or meet the latest
deadline? How can we convoy all our children to all
their activities all the time? So the list grows.
The great evangelist and pastor C. H. Spurgeon had an
answer: Sort out your inner space and seek the peace of
God that is beyond all understanding. It comes not from
little pills in bottles and tin-foil packs. It comes from the
ministry of the Spirit of God deep into all the crevices of
the soul. It grows, he noted, like the early uprising of a
brook in the mountains and flows like a mighty river
towards its ultimate destination, the sea. Spurgeon wrote
November 2017
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For Hire: North Room
adjoining St Andrew’s
What is available?
A modern centrally heated room linked to the rear
of the church. Ideal for meetings of up to 12
with tea/coffee making facilities, toilet facilities
and adjacent car parking at the Recreation Ground.
The charges: £10 per hour.
Contact details: Bookings via the Rector
on 01223 276235.

English Lessons!
Daytime and Evening Classes
Beginners to Advanced
English in the Evening
English for Au Pairs
Just Read!
Contact Sarah Adams
sadams@chesterton.cambs.sch.uk
www.esolcafe.co.uk
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St Andrew’s Church

Girton Baptist Church

Rector: The Revd Dr Mandy Maxwell
The Rectory, 42 Church Lane, Girton CB3 0JP
Tel: 276235
Email: girtonstandrews@gmail.com
Website: www.girton.church

Minister: Revd Nick Lowe
219 Wellbrook Way, Girton CB3 0GL
Tel: 279289

Associate Priest: The Revd Christine Barrow
Tel: 277674
Email: mcbarrow@me.com

Website: www.girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk

Curate: The Revd Diana Johnson
Tel: 07377 866567
Email: diana.johnson@cantab.net
Licensed Lay Ministers:
Mr Dugald Wilson
Tel: 276940
Mrs Christina Deacon Tel: 525337
Churchwardens:
Mr Bruce and Mrs Wendy Hunter
Tel: 503958

Secretary: Mrs Virginia Rootham-Smith
Tel: 926807

Sunday Services: November
(There is an All Age Service the first Sunday of the
month and Sunday School is available the following
weeks during the morning service. Tea and coffee are
served at the end.)
All services are led by Revd Nick Lowe, unless
otherwise stated.
5th

10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
with Communion

12th

10.30am
6.00pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
at Landbeach Baptist Church
(note earlier time)

19th

10.30am

Morning Worship
with Communion
Evening Worship
led by John Searle

Sunday Services: November
5th 10.00am
7.00pm

Holy Communion
Taizé Worship

12th 8.00am
10.50am
11.00am
6.00pm

BCP Holy Communion
Act of Remembrance
at the War Memorial
Remembrance Service
Evensong

19th 8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

BCP Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Evensong

26th 8.00am
10.00am

BCP Holy Communion
All Age Family Service

Weekday Services: November
14th 2.30pm

Service of Holy Communion
at Abbeyfield

30th 11.00am

Service of Holy Communion
(BCP) at Gretton Court

6.30pm

26th

10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
led by Christine Kimmitt

St Andrew’s Parish Registers
Baptisms
Sunday 1st October, 1pm, Isabella Afua Oppong
Konadu. Minister: Revd Diana Johnson.
Saturday 7th October, 11am, Lucy Hannah
Goodwin. Minister: Revd Mandy Maxwell.
Funerals
Joyce Hastings, funeral service on Tuesday 10th
October, 3pm. Minister: Revd Christine Barrow.
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If you would like to discuss any Parish
Council issues, please contact the
following:
Chairman
Haydn Williams, 40 Church Lane, Tel: 474667
chairman@girton-cambs.org.uk
Vice–Chairman
Andy Griffin, 1 Churchfield Court, Tel: 07956 447674
Councillors
Jane Buckler, 28 Girton Road, Tel: 277636
Tom Bygott, 9 Station Road, Oakington, Tel: 232966
Julie Dashwood, 36 High Street, Tel: 276590
Douglas de Lacey, 9 Woodlands Park, Tel: 565219
Val Godby, 38 Woodlands Park, Tel: 276372
Anne Kettle, 11 Redgate Road, Tel: 277505
Mark Taylor, 16 Mayfield Road, Tel: 276563
John Thorrold, 53 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276760
Douglas Whittle, 23 Fairway, Tel: 704747
Lyndsay Williams, 51 Weavers Field, Tel: 07970 101578
Formal correspondence to the Council
should be addressed to the Clerk.
District Councillors
Tom Bygott, Tel: 232966
cllr.bygott@scambs.gov.uk
Douglas de Lacey, Tel: 565219
scdc@de-lacey.org

Winter Fuel Allowance
Calling all men born between 6 September 1952 and 5
August 1953!
At present the Government has not put forward any
proposals to remove the winter fuel allowance, as
proposed in the Conservative Party Manifesto. So it is
worth knowing about it.
A woman is entitled to winter fuel allowance
providing she has reached pensionable age before the
qualifying week for that year. The qualifying date is in
the week near the September equinox (21 September).
A man is entitled to winter fuel allowance when a
woman born on the same day as him reaches state
pensionable age. However men must claim the
allowance as they have not yet reached their own
pensionable age, and they are not informed of the date
by the government. Women on the other hand are told
automatically as a consequence of being told of their
state retirement date.
In summary, any man born before 5 August 1953 is
entitled to receive this year’s winter fuel allowance,
even though he has not reached state pensionable age.
You can claim by going to:
www.gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment
Alice Few

County Councillor
Lynda Harford, Tel: 01954 251775/07889 131022
lyndaharford@icloud.com
Parish Clerk and Acting Finance Officer
Susie Cumming, Tel: 472181
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk
Recreation Centre Bookings Administrator
Linda Miller, Tel: 472182
admin@girton-cambs.org.uk
Website: www.girton-cambs.org.uk/council.html
Postal address: Girton Parish Council
The Pavilion, Girton Recreation Ground
Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0FH

Cambridgeshire Hearing Help
Advice about equipment for deafness is available to all;
in addition NHS hearing aid wearers can exchange
batteries and have hearing aids re-tubed.
Sessions are from 2pm to 4pm on the third Wednesday
of each month at Girton Baptist Church. These are free
sessions and no appointment is necessary. Should you
require a home visit please telephone 416141 between
9.30am and 12.30 pm Monday to Friday.
More information can be found on our website
www.cambridgeshhirehearinghelp.org.uk

Mobile Library
Thursday 23rd November
Thornton Court
09.40 – 10.00
Abbeyfield
10.05 – 10.50
St Vincent’s Close 10.55 – 11.30
Orchard Close
11.35 – 12.00
Gretton Court
12.05 – 12.40
Churchfield Court 12.45 – 13.15
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Rubbish Collection – November
Thursday 2 November
Thursday 9 November
Thursday 16 November
Thursday 23 November
Thursday 30 November

Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin
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