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GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL
Girton Needs You!
The following are amongst items discussed at Parish
Council meetings and information received by the
Clerk.
The copy deadline for this edition comes before the
March Parish Council meeting has been held, but items
to be discussed include a request to Cambridgeshire
Highways to improve traffic management at the
junction of High Street/Cambridge Road, to approach
Girton Glebe School to produce road safety posters for
the village and to finalise an agreement regarding the
use of the adopted phone kiosk on Cambridge Road.
Temporary repairs to the potholes in the car park
entrance have been kindly carried out by a Parishioner
and the Council has made a donation to a charity of his
choice in recompense.
Progress on the refurbishment program for the car park
and the installation of the artwork fence has continued
at a slow pace. Tender documents have been issued and
ground tests undertaken.
At South Cambs’ request we have submitted
suggestions for projects that could benefit from open
space provision in S106 agreements. These include:
footpath/cycleway improvements, development of the
loft space in the Pavilion and resurfacing the multi-use
games area.

Parish Council Election May 2018
Now is the chance to rectify all the issues you
have been complaining to the PC about.
Become a Parish Councillor! You can:
Participate in management of the Parish. Help
formulate policies, budgets, strategies, and
service delivery. Maintain awareness of
developments as they affect Girton. Represent
the interests of the electorate and deal with
enquiries, representations and complaints. Take
part in Parish Council meetings, form sound
judgements based on community interests and
abide by majority decisions.
Girton has been short of a full quota of members
for some time, so please consider how you can
begin to make your village a better place by
standing for election in May.
Contact the Clerk or any Councillor if you want
to find out more.

The local elections in May this year will see the
election of a new Parish Council, so if you think this is
a way in which you’d like to serve the community,
please contact the Clerk. See separate item on this
page.
Next meetings
The next Parish Council meetings will be held at St
Vincent’s Close Community Centre at 7.30pm on
Tuesday 17th April and Tuesday 15th May. Members
of the public are welcome to attend all Parish Council
meetings and to speak in the open public session at the
start.
Please see page 34 for a full list of councillors.

APOLOGIES, AND THANKS!
We apologise for the late delivery of last month’s Girton
Parish News. This was due to the disruption caused by
the snow, which resulted in copies arriving from the
printer four working days late!
But we would like to express our appreciation to the
distributors who dropped everything and worked so hard
to get the copies to your front doors with all due speed
once the copies reached Girton. Thankyou!

Cambridgeshire Hearing Help
Advice about equipment for deafness is
available to all; in addition NHS hearing aid
wearers can exchange batteries and have
hearing aids re-tubed.
Sessions are from 2pm to 4pm on the third
Wednesday of each month at Girton Baptist
Church. These are free sessions and no
appointment is necessary. Should you require a
home visit please telephone 416141 between
9.30am and 12.30 pm Monday to Friday.
More information can be found on our website
www.cambridgeshhirehearinghelp.org.uk

Angela Blackburn
April 2018
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From Our Councillors
County Councillor
Lynda Harford
Over the past 8 years the County Council’s library
service has become ever more resourceful and has
made savings of more than £4 million, but whilst it has
managed to keep all its libraries open, other things like
the book fund have suffered. This year the Council is
hoping to reinstate £230,000 of funding for this
purpose. This and the need to secure the future
viability of the service have resulted in suggestions for
various ways of generating income: room and facility
hire, chargeable events at some libraries, increasing
fees and charges and, most controversially, the
introduction of charges for computer access. The
proposal is to introduce a £1 per hour charge for
computer use by adults (anyone over 18) following an
initial free half hour. The Council intends to ensure
that essential online transactions can be carried out
free of charge (for example on gov.uk sites – which
would include Universal Credit applications – and
Cambridgeshire County Council online transactions).
It is also intended that libraries will promote the free
courses available from the Skills & Learning service to
help people develop digital skills and to support Job
Centre Plus claimants.
Despite concerns that the proposal to charge for
computer access conflicts with one of the main
objectives of libraries, that of being a place which
gives universal access to information and thus helps to
level inequalities, the new rules will come into force in
April. However, the Council will review how things
are working in September. I would think that the
review will include a survey of users but in the
meanwhile please do let me know if you experience
problems.
NHS England is currently asking for information about
individual experiences of using out of hours dental
care. This is to help in planning for a new out of hours
dental service for the County, the contract for which
will start from April 2019. If you have had a recent
experience of using the out of hours emergency dental
care service and would be willing to share the details
you can do so at:
www.engage.england.nhs.uk/survey/4503284b/
Thank you to everyone who has contacted me about
the condition of the roads. Please may I ask that, if you
have a pothole that needs attention and have access to
a computer, it can be reported directly on the Council's
website: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travelroads-and-parking/roads-and-pathways/roadworksand-faults/ which is the most efficient way to get it
fixed. For my part my efforts to get Cambridge Road
in Girton resurfaced continue. You should see some
6

work being done to the worst parts of the road in the
very near future but I am working to get the total area
resurfaced more quickly than the schedule currently
allows.
Please do contact me about any concerns or questions
you have about any local or strategic issue. If you would
like to receive a copy of the full report that I write for
the division’s parish councils each month, please email
me and I will add you to its circulation.
Lynda
lyndaharford@icloud.com;
01954 251775/07889 131022;
Follow me on Twitter: @2whit2whoo

District Councillor Tom Bygott
Free parking at Park and Ride sites from 1 April
There has been a £1 fee for using the park and rides for a
few years now, and removing it is a good step forward.
The Greater Cambridge Partnership and Cambridgeshire
County Council agreed to split the cost of the shortfall
from the removal of the parking charge, with the GCP
contributing £530,000 for an initial three year period.
This arrangement will be reviewed after three years.
Although our two closest park and rides, at Madingley
Road and Milton, are too far away to be useful coming
from Girton, the removal of the parking charges is good
news, because motorists from places farther away who
are attracted to park there, are less likely to look for free
on-street parking in Girton or neighbouring areas, or
drive down the main roads to enter Cambridge by car.
I am promoting the idea of having a light rail station at
the Madingley Rd Park and Ride with trains running
underground into Cambridge, the main railway station
and on to the Addenbrooke’s site. This station could also
serve the North West development at Eddington, only a
short walk from Girton. Buses to Cambourne and other
villages can depart from there on the existing roads,
reducing bus traffic and pollution in the historic city
centre. If we want motorists to use public transport, it has
to be considerably faster and more convenient than at
present.
Your Place, Our Plan
This is a document which the District Council approved
at its February 22nd meeting. I think it’s important for
local authorities, and indeed any organisation, to have a
long term strategic plan, rather than just making things
up as they go along. The plan has been shaped by advice
to the Council from communities about what it should
focus on, and therefore highlights aims and ambitions for
living well, homes for the future, connected
communities, and ensuring the Council remains
innovative and dynamic.
Girton Parish News

The document is available to read on the SCDC
website, and can be reached through:
tinyurl.com/yourplaceourplan. It contains several
interesting sections and covers topics like:
• Enhanced support for community litter picks and
street-sweeping
• Development of rural travel hub
• Support for a new Cambridge South railway station
• Providing new apprenticeships to help people begin
their careers.
Even though we live in one of the healthiest parts of
the country and have some of the best green statistics,
there is still room for improvement, and we shouldn’t
rest on our laurels.
New research into older people’s housing
Research released today by Sheffield Hallam
University and the University of Sheffield,
commissioned by South Cambridgeshire District
Council, is providing new insights into the issue of
older people’s housing. Researchers working with
several nearby councils and the NHS suggest there
will be major shortages in specialist housing in many
local authorities in coming years, after analysing
future social and demographic trends. The research
has led to the creation of a new database called the
Housing for Older People Supply Recommendations,
available at tinyurl.com/sheffieldHOPSR
The research revealed that the supply of specialist
housing in Greater Cambridge will need to be 80 per
cent higher by 2035, compared to current levels, and
with significant increases also required in ageexclusive housing and care beds. It is important that
the needs of older people are considered for new
developments, such as Northstowe, during the
planning and building stages.
One related area that we should think about more, is
the idea of all-of-life housing. Most houses in the UK
are not designed for elderly people to live in, and it is
these design shortcomings that make it difficult for
people to stay in their own homes when mobility
problems start to arise. When I first started to look for
a house, an estate agent told me how important it was
to buy a house with a bathroom upstairs, but not
downstairs. Having grown up in a house with
bathrooms both upstairs and downstairs, this seemed
a very strange concept to me. We often had elderly
relatives visiting, and downstairs is a much more
convenient place to live, rather than having to climb
stairs or having a chairlift fitted. I have just finished
building a downstairs bedroom and bathroom for my
aunt, who turns 90 this year.
All of us will eventually grow old, and making these
kinds of alterations to our houses, along with
April 2018

widening doorways, making floors level, and
replacing taps and door handles can all make a big
difference in avoiding the need to move into a
retirement or nursing home. As with many things in
life, it is good to start thinking about such things
before they become a necessity.
Cllr Tom Bygott
cllr@bygott.net
07765 475 513

A View from the District
I have been on holiday for the past month, so have
little to report. But before I left, in frustration at the
lack of response to my requests for the removal of
the large Athena sign at NW Cambridge, I wrote to
the Registrar of the University. I asked him to put to
his Council the point that the University was
complicit in this breach of regulations. I received an
almost immediate response and I believe the sign is
now down.
My request for pictures of the Village sign was
answered by several of you who pointed out
something I never realised: Google keeps archives of
its Street View. So I now have concrete evidence to
present to the University, and I trust they will provide
a replacement. The boundary stone, being small and
rather insignificant, will be a bit more tricky.
In May both the District Council and the Parish
Council are all up for re-election. Please consider
seriously if this is a task you could undertake for
your community. The colour you may choose to
stand under is irrelevant. I’m always happy to discuss
what it may mean for you and for us in the Village. I
can say that for me so far it has been overall a
rewarding experience.
It is good to be able to report that the police have
relented and will now be implementing ‘Operation
Close Pass’ (see my reports in December and
January), encouraging motorists to leave adequate
room when overtaking cyclists. Elsewhere this has
demonstrably reduced cyclist injuries.
I am informed that Stagecoach are introducing
‘minor changes’ to the Citi6 timetable in April, but
have no further information.
If you would like a fuller monthly report emailed to
you please contact me at scdc@de-lacey.org and I
shall add you to the list of recipients. If you have any
District Council issues you would like to discuss
please don’t hesitate to ask me.
Douglas de Lacey
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Cambridge Gliding Centre Open
Day

Girton Youth Project’s Bouncy
Castle Day

Sunday 8th April, 10am–5pm

Monday 9th April at Girton Recreation
Ground
12–4pm

Come and visit Gransden Lodge Airfield to find out
about the sport of gliding. All welcome. Trial flights
with our qualified instructors available on a firstcome, first-fly basis (subject to weather).
Refreshments. Free admission, aircraft displays and
talks about gliding. To fly in a glider you must be
13+ and weigh no more than 103kg.
Airfield entrance on B1046 between Little Gransden
& Longstowe, opposite Gransden Lodge Farm (enter
SG19 3EB into your SatNav). More information:
www.camgliding.uk/ or via Facebook:
tinyurl.com/cgc-2018-openday

Girton Village 5th Annual Yard
Sales
in aid of The Arthur Rank House (our local Hospice)
Saturday 12th May 10am – 4.00pm
Register your venue from 1st April
For those who have not been involved with these sales
before, the idea is that you hold a Garage/Yard Sale at
your own home, although there are a few open sites
within the village that we can use. You pay a minimum
of £6 donation to Jenny Knights and this donation then
goes directly to The Arthur Rank. Registering and
paying the fee then gets your site marked on a map of
the Village and also on a list, by roads, saying the kind
of things you intend to sell, where the profits that you
raise will be going to and what hours you are open. You
can sell what you like and raise money for yourself or a
charity – that’s up to you.
For further information and to register your venue and
please contact:
Jenny Knights, 47 Fairway, Tel 276405
Email: jenny.knights@virginmedia.com
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To celebrate the Easter holidays Girton Youth
Project will be hosting a bouncy castle day for all
the young people of Girton, held at the
Recreation Ground between 12pm and 4pm.
We hold this event twice a year and it is free and
open to all. Please be aware that if your child is
not a member of the Youth Project staff cannot
take responsibility for them.
Our tuck shop sweets will be on sale, we will
provide squash or water for those who attend,
and also the Pavilion toilets will be open on the
day.
To see what else the Youth Project is up to
during the holidays please visit our Facebook
page – Girton Youth Project or visit our website
ymcatrinitygroup.org.uk/family-support/gyp/ as
there may still be spaces on the other trips we
have organised.
Rachel Rason

Mini Show
The Girton Allotment Society and The Girton
Garden Society will be running another mini
fruit, flower and vegetable show at the Feast
Week Fete. Watch out for the schedule next
month and at www.girtongardensociety.co.uk on
the events page.
Girton Parish News

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Swaffham Bulbeck Summer
Theatre
We are proud to present a double bill of
entertainment in 2018 – Gilbert & Sullivan's
enduring operetta H.M.S. Pinafore together with
Cox and Box, a one-act comic opera with
libretto by F.C. Burnand and music by Sir
Arthur Sullivan. This was Sullivan's first
successful comic opera.
As in previous years the productions will be
staged in the wonderful ‘Theatre in a Barn’,
Downing Farm, Swaffham Bulbeck, Cambridge
CB25 0NW; dates as follows:
• Wednesday 13th June 2018 at 7.30pm – £8
• Thursday 14th June 2018 at 7.30pm – £9
• Friday 15th June 2018 at 7.30pm – £10
• Saturday 16th June 2018 at 2.30pm – £7 and
7.30pm – £10.
Tickets are available via our website,
www.sbsummertheatre.com or by e-mailing
sbst.tickets@gmail.com or telephoning 07541
554845. For further information about the show
please contact Ruth Dennis on 01638 730659.
Gilbert and Sullivan’s H.M.S. Pinafore will be
set in 1918, to mark the centenary of the end of
the Great War. Sailors and Wrens keep H.M.S.
Pinafore ship-shape while their Captain seeks to
marry his daughter Josephine to the ruler of the
King’s Navy. She would rather marry the
common sailor of her dreams. In true G&S
fashion no one is quite who they seem but in the
end all are happy with their lot.
Cox and Box is pure Victorian farce/melodrama,
telling the tale of two gentlemen who both rent
what turns out to be the same room from Mr.
Bouncer, an ex-military man. One sleeps during
the day, the other at night, but they occasionally
meet on the stairs. All goes wrong when one of
them is forced to take a holiday! This delightful
short piece ends with the discovery that Cox and
Box are long-lost brothers.

April 2018
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Free English lessons!
Friday 27th April
9.30am
Chesterton Community College
Cambridge
Contact Sarah Adams to book your free place!
sadams@chesterton.cambs.sch.uk
www.esolcafe.co.uk

ART EXHIBITION 2018
Action Abroad, St Andrew’s Church, Girton
Original work by local artists at affordable
prices
Thursday 3 May, Friday 4 May, 11am – 7pm
Saturday 5 May, 10am – 5pm
Free Entry
All funds to Action Abroad Overseas Charities

Do you enjoy visiting beautiful
gardens?
If so, Girton Garden Society would love you to
join their members on coach trips which are
planned this summer.
EAST RUSTON OLD VICARAGE
GARDENS, NORFOLK – WEDNESDAY
13th JUNE. A contemporary 32 acre garden,
having been created from 1973 with exotic and
unusual plants in stunning combinations. There
are rose gardens, a Mediterranean border,
wildflower meadow, vegetable and cutting
gardens, lawns and topiary, woodlands and much
more. Including coach & entry, the cost for nonmembers is £27. Start at 9.45am from Girton
Church bus stop. Bookings close 10th May.
HELMINGHAM HALL GARDENS,
SUFFOLK – WEDNESDAY 18th JULY
Surrounding a historic moated manor house,
there are two modern rose gardens, one in ‘Tudor
style’, with herbaceous borders, plus walled
kitchen, knot, herb and wild gardens. Including
coach & entry, the cost for non-members is £22.
Start at 10am from Girton Church bus stop.
Bookings close 13th June.
Both gardens have a range of lovely features, tea
rooms and plants for sale. Bookings must be
made on our forms with full details which can be
obtained from Janet on 01223 276393 or by
emailing girtongardensociety@outlook.com
Early booking is advised to ensure a place.

GIRTON GARDEN SOCIETY
Thursday 12th April at 7.30pm
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Making a garden from scratch
by Andrew Sankey
Competitions:
Three stems of any one flowering shrub
Three sticks of rhubarb
Visitors most welcome, £2
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
GIRTON WALKING GROUP
Girton
Garden
Society
Spring
Plant Sale
Saturday 5th May
Eight walkers from the Girton Walking Group
braved the ice and snow on 3rd March to do a
‘Cambridge and World War One’ walk round the
town, finishing with coffee in the warmth of the
Michaelhouse Centre.

2pm onwards (until sold out)
46 Cambridge Rd, Girton

The next two walks will be:
Sat. 7th April – a 6-mile walk from St Ives to
Houghton and the Hemingfords.
Meet at 10am in Market Hill St Ives, by the statue
of Oliver Cromwell. For further information
please contact Claire on 01223 276487.
Sat. 5th May – a 6.5-mile Roman Road circular
walk from Stapleford to Wandlebury.
Meet at 10am by Stapleford Granary, Bury
Road. For further information please contact
Claire on 01223 276487.

GIRTON COLLEGE MUSIC
SOCIETY
SUNDAY 29 APRIL at 2.30 pm (until 3.30 pm)
Chapel, Girton College

After another successful Spring Plant sale
last year we have decided to do it again!
So do come along promptly at 2pm and pick
up some of the many bargains we hope to
have – including large perennials, delicate
annuals, bedding plants, herbs, vegetable
seedlings (tomatoes, peppers, courgettes
etc.), and wild flowers.

FOLIES AND FANTASIES
Sonia Lee (Harpsichord)
Sonia Lee, prize-winning Canadian performer and
scholar of historical keyboard instruments,
performs fantasies from the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries alongside two works based on
‘La Folia’. Repertoire to include J. S. Bach’s
Chromatic Fantasia and Fugue,
and works by Sweelinck, Storace, Scarlatti,
C. P. E. Bach and Haydn.
Admission free; retiring collection

April 2018
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News from Girton Glebe Primary Scho l
News from Girton Glebe
Primary School

We have had a range of exciting visitors in school
over the last four weeks who have enriched the
wonderful work which has been taking place within
the classrooms at Girton Glebe Primary. Please read
on for a round-up of the last month’s news and
events.
FOGG Spring Jumble Sale
On Saturday 10 March FOGG (Friends of Girton
Glebe) hosted the spring jumble sale in the school
hall, selling clothing, toys and games, books, bric-abrac and cakes and refreshments. Thank you to all
FOGG members and school staff who helped
organise this event – your dedication is hugely
appreciated and you helped to raise over £1000 for
Girton Glebe Primary School – an amazing
achievement!
Thanks also to all members of the local community
who came out to support this event, purchasing
items from the jumble sale which will help us to
provide further opportunities for the children
attending our school.
Year 6 Residential to France
On 12 March our Year 6 children departed for a
week in France led by four hugely dedicated
members of staff. The coach left school at 8.15am,
with pupils and parents waving a fond farewell
before the children made the journey to Cruiel-surMer where they would spend the week staying in
the gorgeous Château de Chantereine.
The itinerary for the week included a visit to WWI
battlefields, a guided tour of Rouen, croissant
making, a trip to Nausicaa (the National Sea Centre)
and a tour of a goat farm. The children had a
fabulous time in France and were excellent
ambassadors for Girton Glebe during their stay.
Well done to all of the children who represented us
in France and many thanks to Miss Pyle, Mrs
Sebley, Mrs Tate and Miss Davidson for the great
job they did in accompanying the pupils on this
residential!
The Solar System Comes to Girton Glebe
On 20 February we were incredibly fortunate to
have Dr Mark Galloway, an astrophysicist from the
University of Hertfordshire, pay us a visit and take
our children into space in an inflatable planetarium
which took up residence in the school hall for the
day.

The planetarium, which was able to hold 30
children at a time, whisked our pupils off through
space and each of our classes experienced a 40minute tour of our solar system led by one of the
UK’s leading experts. The workshops inspired
some wonderful discussions and it was incredibly
exciting to hear the children talking so
passionately about the things that they had seen.
Dr Galloway’s outreach work is funded by the
Ogden Trust and we are very grateful to him for
coming to share his expertise with our pupils. He
will be returning to Cambridge in September with
the UK’s largest inflatable planetarium which is
due to be positioned on Parker’s Piece. Many
thanks to Mrs Storer for organising this event. It
was out of this world!
Kind Donations – Streets & Atkins
During the half-term break, we have had two sets
of new fire doors installed leading from the school
hall into the playground.
I would like to take this opportunity to express our
gratitude to Streets Chartered Accountants for
their incredibly generous donation of £500
towards the total cost of the installation of these
doors. I would also like to say an enormous thank
you to Atkins for donating over £100 which was
raised through a cake sale and staff quiz in the
office. We are very privileged to have such
wonderful support from the local community and
these contributions have assisted us in covering
some of the costs for this essential maintenance.
Girton Musical Theatre
On 22 February we were visited by members of
Girton Musical Theatre who came to perform
excerpts from their musical The Merry Widow for
our pupils.
Girton Musical Theatre have had their stage
housed in the school hall for rehearsals ahead of
their performances which took place between 22
and 24 February, and our children were treated to
a few songs and scenes from the full play ahead of
the opening performance.
Many thanks to the actors and musicians who
came to school and spent time with our children
that morning.
World Book Day
On Thursday 1 March our pupils and staff donned
fancy dress in support of World Book Day. The
remit was to dress up as your favourite book
character and, as usual, the children and adults of
Girton Glebe excelled themselves! Well done, all!
Mr Andrew Simpson, Headteacher
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News from
Cottontails
Pre-school

We have had an exciting Spring term at Cottontails
Pre-school.
World Book Day on 1st March saw staff and
children dress up as their favourite characters. We
also welcomed children’s author Janet Bingham to
join our rising 5’s session on Thursday afternoon. As
well as reading to the children, they also took part in
storytelling workshops and activities to capture their
imaginations.

The children really enjoyed the session and Janet’s
feedback – ‘It was a pleasure to visit. What a lovely
pre-school and endearing and knowledgeable group of
children’ – proved she had as much fun as the
children!
Our Forest School sessions have been a hive of
activity with particular fun being had exploring the
woods in the snow - a rare treat! The children have
also enjoyed watching and learning how the change of
season, as we come into Spring, affects the natural
world.
British Science Week towards the end of March saw
the children enjoy lots of science-based activities in
our sessions including getting to set up their own
science lab with lots of role play.
We look forward to school transitions beginning to
take place after Easter for the rising 5’s who will be
leaving us in September, and the excitement that the
Summer term and activities will bring. We also look
forward to welcoming some new children with the
new term.
If you or your child would like to find out more
about joining Cottontails please contact us at
info@cottontailspreschool.org. Also look out for our
open mornings coming up this term.
Georgie Dobbyne and Rosanna Woods
Co-chairs of Cottontails
April 2018

Girton Glebe Primary School
Jumble Sale: Thank you!
Friends of Girton Glebe (FOGG) would like to say a huge
thank you to everyone who donated, helped at and came
along to our Spring Jumble Sale. We are delighted to report
that the jumble sale raised a fantastic £1000 for the school,
which will fund resources and activities for the pupils.
We’ll be jumbling again on Saturday 29th September and
hope to see you there.
Friends of Girton Glebe
Registered Charity 1098145

Lamb and chickpea tagine

Serves 8
Ingredients
800g diced shoulder of lamb
2 (400g) tins chickpeas, drained and rinsed
1 large red onion, finely chopped
1 clove garlic, crushed
2 carrots, trimmed and cut in thirds
2 tablespoons tomato paste
900ml chicken or lamb stock
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves
1 teaspoon turmeric
1/4 teaspoon saffron threads
1 teaspoon cumin
1 teaspoon chilli powder
Fresh coriander for garnish
Method
[Prep: 30min › Cook: 1hr30min › Ready in: 2hr]
1. Preheat the oven to 170°C / Gas 3.
2. Place lamb into hot olive oil and brown the meat. Better
done in small batches to stop lamb from stewing.
3. Remove lamb.
4. Add onions, garlic and carrots to the same pan and cook
until soft.
5. Add all the spices, stirring for another two minutes.
Then add tomato paste and cook this off for a minute.
6. Return lamb to pan.
7. Add stock and place in oven until lamb is tender.
8. Add chickpeas midway through cooking.
9. Serve with warm couscous and flatbread, garnished with
fresh coriander.
Recipe from Kevin Fox – Chef at Girton Golf Club
15
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One of my Christmas presents was a copy of Life in
the Garden by the novelist Penelope Lively, which I
enjoyed. It doesn’t give practical gardening advice,
rather it brings together what she claims have been
the two central activities of her life (in addition to
writing): reading and gardening. It covers a wide
spectrum of topics, including gardens in fiction, the
writings of eminent gardeners and gardening fashions
and styles, with memories of her own gardens and her
family’s weaving through it all. For her, part of the
appeal of gardening is anticipation: looking forward
to, and planning for, the next season. Most gardeners,
I think, would agree, especially at this time of year.
Easter weekend is apparently the busiest time of year
for garden centres. However, Easter is early this year
and if you buy anything that is not hardy you will
need to protect it from late frosts.
This prompts me to consider whether there is
anything that I need to buy. Last year I planted two
Viburnum davidii, an evergreen shrub with veined
leaves that to me give the impression of quilting. Its
white flowers are followed by metallic blue berries.
Since I chose this shrub mainly because I like the
berries, I was disappointed when after flowering well
mine produced none at all. Investigating the matter on
the internet I found that some websites say that both a
male and a female plant are needed to achieve
fruiting, while others – the ones I saw were American
– say you need plants propagated in different areas! I
think I shall wait to see what happens this year before
buying two more.
Looking round the garden today (12th March) to see
what effect the cold spell at the end of February and
the beginning of March might have had, I was
heartened to see that the big buds on the Viburnum
burkwoodii were turning pink and I can look forward
to the fragrance of its white flowers wafting over the
garden in April. The buds of the Kerria japonica
(‘bachelor’s buttons’) were already showing yellow;
it won’t be long before the bright pompom flowers
are out. Green shoots on the old stems of our two lateflowering viticella clematis reminded me that I must
not delay cutting them back hard and giving them a
feed. Each year they grow big enough to cover most
of one side of our shed.
I had been worried about the fate of my favourite
Brunnera, ‘Jack Frost’. A herbaceous perennial, it
dies right back in winter but has usually reappeared
by the beginning of March. There had been no sign of
life on our plants before the snow but today there they
were, the green-veined silvery leaves, as yet no more
than half an inch long. Pansies and violas are looking
bedraggled, but I am hopeful that they will recover if
April 2018

we get some dry and sunny weather. Hellebores,
primroses and bulbs shrugged off the snow and there’s
a cheerful display of miniature daffodils and squills,
one of my favourites being Scilla ‘Tubergeniana’,
whose whitish-blue flowers light up a shady border.
They will be joined by blue Anemone blanda, just
beginning to flower.
There is so much to do in the garden in spring that I
think it’s helpful to prioritize what is important to you.
In April I shall be trying to weed, tidy and feed the
borders, pruning lavender and slightly tender shrubs (I
have fuchsia, caryopteris and ceratostigma) and
trimming our evergreen hedge of fast-growing
lonicera. I am thankful that I have never found a nest
in this hedge; if trimming had to be left until June it
would be very untidy indeed. At the end of the month
or early in May I’ll be starting runner beans in
individual pots; if I sow them directly in the garden the
emerging stems are often eaten by slugs, even though I
take precautions. These are the only vegetables I grow
now, as our garden tapers, becoming narrow at the
end, and is also partly shaded by apple trees, so there
isn’t much ground that gets enough sunlight to be good
for vegetables.
I’ll finish with a positive comment on the weather! The
snow brought an unexpected pleasure: the sight of a
flock of fieldfares feasting on the fruit of a roadside
crabapple near us, not only in its branches but also on
the fallen fruit beneath the tree and in the road!
Valerie Hall, Girton Garden Society

Girton Garden Society
On Thursday 8th March, Caroline
Holmes gave a talk to the Garden
Society on ‘Herbs for the Gourmet
Gardener’.
Here’s hoping that our meals will
now taste of that ‘something’ special and that likewise
our gardens will be growing many of her suggestions.
Amongst these are:
!

poultry: parsley (the stems have the flavour), bay
leaf and lemon thyme; or marjoram and French tarragon under the skin

!

game: bay leaf, parsley, rosemary and juniper berries

!

fish: bay leaf, parsley and fennel stems; or lemon
balm inside the fish

!

smoked fish or meat: horseradish flowers

Sorrel is a good standby in the garden. It is a perennial
herb and can be picked as early as February.
Genovese basil makes an excellent pesto.
Felicia Moor
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18

Girton Parish News

Garden Tip of the Month – April
When March enters like a lion (The Beast from the East)
it leaves like a lamb … by the time you read this we will
know whether the old weather lore is right. Another old
saw is that April showers bring forth May flowers. This
can happen, but all too often in my experience April
weather is often bright and dry, and any recent planting
will appreciate extra watering.

A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon
Scheme Progress
The improvement scheme celebrated its one-year
anniversary in November, marking some great
milestones on the scheme. Over 26 miles of utility
services have been diverted and more than
2,500,000m3 of soil has been moved.

Enough speculation on the weather, what timely tips can
I share? Pruning is back on the agenda, this time for
broad leaved evergreens, generally after flowering, so
start with winter flowering mahonia, sarcoccoca, etc.
and move through osmanthus, photinia (after the first
red flush fades) rosemary, bay and laurel. Shrubs likely
to get lanky such as garrya can have whole stems cut
back to promote lower bushy growth, while lighter trimming or shaping is more suitable for camellias, ceanothus and hebes.

You may be aware that Carillion was part of the
Integrated Delivery Team for the A14. Highways
England has contingency plans in place that ensure
the safe delivery of this scheme. Balfour Beatty,
Costain and Skanska will continue to deliver the
scheme as a joint venture.

I know April is a busy month in the garden, but if you
can spare the time, take a foray into the wilder parts of
the garden with a sharp spade and dig out brambles,
rogue walnuts, ash and other volunteers while you can
still spot them and before they get too entrenched: it will
save a lot of time and effort later in the year.

• The widened A1 southbound carriageway
between Alconbury and Brampton Hut is nearing
completion. Once ready, traffic will change
carriageways, so work can start on the new
northbound A1.

George Thorpe

Girton WI
We held two Meetings in
March. Our first was our
Annual Meeting, which
despite the snowy weather was
well attended, and a new committee was duly elected.
Outgoing committee members were thanked for their
hard work and presented with flowers.
On the 7th March we held our Group meeting at the
lovely venue of Girton college. Eighty ladies attended
from local WI’s to hear a talk by the exhilarating
speaker, Eliza McClelland, an actress and expert in
bead embroidery, hence the title of her talk: ‘To bead
or not to bead’.
As well as many interesting and funny anecdotes
about her acting and how she came to take up beading
in the wings, her work was displayed and passed
around for all to admire the intricate details of what
has become a passion for Eliza.
Eliza was thanked for an entertaining evening by
Louise Welham and by the conversations over tea and
cake afterwards. It was a evening much enjoyed by all
who came along.
Wendy Hall
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As a result of spring, activities have changed. We
remain busy planning the work according to the
anticipated weather conditions.

• The diversion of gas, water, BT and other utility
company equipment is ongoing; as is work to
install the drainage systems for the new
carriageway.
• A large proportion of the new bridges across the
scheme will continue to take shape. Some of the
new junctions, such as Swavesey, will start to
become more apparent in the near future.
• In spring, drivers using the A428 will start
travelling underneath the new bridge at Girton.
• Some of the new side roads on the scheme will be
opening this summer.
The A14 Cambridge to Huntingdon road upgrade
hit two milestones in February. A new bridge over
the A1 near Brampton has opened and the bridge it
replaces is being demolished. The Brampton Road
bridge in Grafham links Brampton and Grafham in
Cambridgeshire and spans the current two-lane A1
dual carriageway. It has been upgraded to a newer,
longer model and is the second bridge to be opened
on the scheme.
For more information:
• Visit our website www.highways.gov.uk/A14C2H
• Send us an email
A14CambridgeHuntingdon@highwaysengland.co.
uk
• Give us a call 0300 123 5000
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Girton Bowls Club

Girton Colts Football
Club
The Beast from the East managed to have an impact on
many sporting events a few
weeks ago and the Girton
Colts Under 15s games were
no exception. As a result, the U15s have only had
one game since the last Parish News and we are glad
to report that it resulted in a 7–1 victory over Waterbeach. So at the time of writing, Girton Colts sit top
of the league with an 8 point gap between them and
second place. As the boys realise, we are now at the
‘business’ end of the season and every game is a
huge one for the team. It’s a fantastic feeling knowing that every player has done their bit for the team
and they fully deserve to be where they are at this
stage. Looking ahead, there is a backlog of fixtures
given the weather, as well as commitments to Duke
of Edinburgh events, which has caused us to postpone some games. We suspect we are moving now
towards midweek fixtures to get through these
games but, with the advent of clocks changing, it
should bring some great games at the end of the season.
The U10s also had a game postponed so have only
played two in this period. However, both matches
showed how much the team has improved since they
came together at the start of last season. The first
was a comprehensive 3–0 win at Cambridge Celts.
Celts held Girton to a draw last season but a James
Barge hat-trick saw them vanquished. Excellent defence by Alex, Gabriel, Finley, Misha and Toby ensured the team kept a clean sheet. The second match
was an away draw at Stretham. They beat Girton
5–2 last season but were grateful for a late penalty
to escape with a draw this time. Girton’s goals came
from James Barge, Ethan Wilson and William
Hawkes.
The U8s have only had one game and it was a close
fought match against Burwell. The team put in a
great performance but were just edged out. Freddie
and Lewon scored the goals.
The club is grateful to Steve Dobbyne who has now
started running a series of Saturday morning training
sessions for Under 6s. These will continue after
Easter.
Kevin White

When you are reading this, Easter will
be upon us and the New Bowls Season
Opening Day will be only days away
on Thursday 12th April. The green
maintenance is progressing well, although we could have done without the recent cold
snap. We are now focusing our efforts on removing the
dead moss that has plagued our green for the past 2
years.
Our four league Captains and their Vice-Captains met
recently to agree on their team selections for the May
and June matches. These are now complete and our
members will be notified in due course of their match
dates.
We also have three pre-season Home friendlies against
Histon on Monday 23rd, Newnham on Wednesday 25th
and Stretham on Saturday 28th April, all starting at
2pm. All matches will be 6 Rink Triples over 18 ends.
A pool of 24 players will be used for each of the matches requiring us to change players after 9 ends of the
game.
If you are at all interested in seeing what our Bowls
Club is about then please call in to watch any of the
friendly matches or better still come along to our Thursday evening Roll-ups that start on the 12th April.
The outline structure of the William Collyn Centre is
now built and forms a marvellous back-drop to our
Bowls Green. Seeing it develop over the coming season
will be very exciting. Along with other Village organisations, we have now submitted our outline requirements for use of the facility.
As always, we ask that if you have any further questions
regarding our Club, then please contact our Secretary
Margaret McCall on margaretmccall@ntlworld.com.
You can also visit our website at
www.girtonbowlsclub.weebly.com.
Dave Fryer

Girton Golf Club
It is now mid-March and the weather
is meant to be spring-like; however, it
is most definitely not. I just hope that
the cold and wet forecast for the next
week does not materialise and we can
start playing on a full length dry
course and our competitions and matches can go ahead
properly. Our wonderful team of Green Keepers carry on
regardless, but the frustration for them of continuous
cold and wet weather must be oh so tiring.
Girton Golf Club may be a private members club, but we
open our doors happily to all in our community for
meals, a drink or coffee and cake. We hold many social

continued on page 23…
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… continued from page 21
events where non-members are just as welcome as our
members. Just stroll down Dodford Lane and find us at the
end, where a cheerful welcome awaits in our modern club
house along with great coffee and many special lunch
deals. We are also a great venue for parties of all flavours,
local club and organisation meetings and our Sunday
lunches are so, so popular.
If you are not a member, buy tickets for our Comedy
Night on 14th April or our spectacular Indian Night on
12th May and get 12 months Social membership for free.
If you can’t make either of those then Social membership
is only £10 a person, or £15 a couple, for 12 months membership and you get 15% off drinks and food when bought
with your club card. Just pop in and fill in a form for instant membership (and discount).
We are a Golf Club, however, and run lots of different
courses to get people into golf, including Juniors as young
as 6, with a variety of different courses for newcomers,
and fantastic coaching facilities for new and experienced
golfers. We also offer membership packages to suit all
pockets and time available. Just talk to our Pro shop for
details and how to spread the cost over the next 12
months.

It was great to welcome back Jane Cundliffe, who has
been busy playing for Anglia Ruskin, and was voted
Player of the Match due to her great skill as Goal
Keeper. We have one more match to play before Easter against Liberty Ladies and are in with a good
chance of winning the season.
As always, we welcome new members to our club
whatever your previous experience of netball may be.
Training sessions are run on a pay and play basis
(first session is free) so you can come as and when
you’re able. Our training sessions are held in Girton
Recreation Ground on a Monday evening (7.30
8.45pm). If you would like to come along, please
contact Mel at girton.village.netball@gmail.com or
see our Facebook page at www.tinyurl.com/girtonnetball for information on when and where we’ll next
be meeting. We are a super-friendly and welcoming
group and spend all our training sessions smiling.
Claire Chapman

Girton Tennis Club

The club AGM was held on the
14th March and we are grateful to
the George for hosting us and for
all those members who attended.
The minutes of this meeting are
published on our website.

We look forward to welcoming you to Girton Golf Club in
the very near future.
Alan Henderson-Smith

Girton Netball Club
It’s been a busy month for Girton
Netball Club. Training sessions have
continued at Girton, despite the bad
weather – in fact, a Monday session
in the snow had the most attendees
yet! It was a little challenging trying
to play in all our layers but we had fun, nevertheless.
We have played well in Division A of the Cambridgeshire Adult Friendly League; having drawn or
lost by just one goal in recent matches, our last match
against the Thundercats saw Girton win 23–8.

Our club membership year starts from the 1st April so now
is the time to renew your membership or consider joining
us. We play on the Girton recreation ground courts and
members who purchase a key have court access during
most daylight hours. The club runs a free supervised session for juniors from 6.30 to 7.30pm on Friday evenings
(weather permitting) and club members play from 7.30pm.
We compete in a local tennis league during the Summer
and are always keen to find new players to play matches. If
you enjoy a bit of friendly competition and a chance to play
at a variety of local venues, then this could be something
you would also enjoy.
Members of our club can join the Lawn Tennis Association
without any further cost and this gives you early access to
book tickets for major tournaments such as Queens. If you
want to watch some of the top players, this is an excellent
way to do it.
Tennis is an excellent way of getting some exercise and
having fun. If you apply for membership before the 20th
April you can get an early-payment discount. Details about
our activities can be found on our website
www.girtontennisclub.uk or by contacting our Membership
Secretary Kevin Keeves on 01223 276660 or by email at
info@girtontennisclub.uk.
Alan Franklin
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News for Older Residents
Coffee Morning
Sam Clift and I are holding a Coffee Morning on Tuesday
1st May between 10am and 12 noon in Orchard Close
Community Room. Here is an opportunity to see friends and
meet new people and there will be no charge for the
refreshments. This may become a regular event if there is
enough interest.
Walking Netball for females of any age and ability
The taster session was a great success and hopefully will
result in at least one local group. The participants, who
ranged widely in age and ability, really enjoyed the session
and were keen to play regularly. Research shows that low
impact exercise is just as beneficial for our health without
harming our joints, so it is an ideal way of exercising in a fun
and supportive environment. Watch this space for more
details.
Meanwhile the two Strength and Balance classes continue
weekly at 10.30am on Wednesdays in Gretton Court and on
Thursdays in Orchard Close.
CPR training
After watching the first programme of ‘Holding Back the
Years’ shown on BBC One on Monday mornings a resident
contacted me. He wondered if it would be possible to have
some local CPR training.
CPR stands for cardiopulmonary resuscitation. It is a lifesaving procedure for someone who is in cardiac arrest. It
helps to pump blood around the person’s body when their
heart can’t perform this function. Let me know if you are
also interested in this.
I will look into the possibility but in the meantime have a
look at CPR guide on The British Heart Foundation website,
www.bhf.org.uk/heart-health/how-to-save-a-life.
Annual leave
I will be away the week starting 9th April, so I won’t be
available on Tuesday 10th or Wednesday 11th April.
Finally, I still have the Mosaics Art Therapy Colouring Book
I mentioned in last month’s magazine. Please contact me
about this and any other matter or suggestions you might
have.
Patricia Johnston
Older Residents’ Coordinator
Tel: 07469 660 866
Email: patricia.johnston@ageukcap.org.uk
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St Andrew’s Church

Whose building is it, anyway?
We are approaching the Christian festival of Easter
when Christians read about and reflect on the last
week of Jesus’ earthly life. It is a time when
Christian believers make pilgrimages to holy sites,
or prepare to visit the church for the annual
devotions of Holy Week. Coming together for
prayer and worship in a building set aside for that
purpose is, for many believers, helpful and
restorative. But the building isn’t everything, as
Jesus pointed out to his followers.
One of the insults the priests hurled against Jesus on
the Cross referred to a remark Jesus made earlier:
that he could destroy the Temple and build it up
again in three days. This was dangerous territory.
The Jerusalem Temple was sacred to law-abiding
Jews. Why did Jesus make such an inflammatory
remark?

had been under construction for 46 years be rebuilt
in only 3 days?
Jesus was not talking about a New Temple in the
bricks and mortar sense: he was referring to his
Resurrection body, the new temple, the focus of a
new messianic community of believers.
The New Testament letters corroborate Jesus’
prophecy. History records how the Romans
demolished the old Temple in AD 70, but Easter is a
time to celebrate the New Temple, the community of
the Resurrection, the Body of Christ as the dwelling
of God’s Spirit.
St Andrew’s is a handsome church and we intend to
keep it that way. But, the building is no replacement
for a living faith in the Risen Christ.
Mandy

Jesus knew and understood the history of Israel. He
knew about how the Israelites constructed the
tabernacle, a place of worship for the desert
nomads.
He knew about Solomon’s extravagance in building
the first Jerusalem Temple, and how the Temple had
to be rebuilt following the return of the Jews from
exile in Babylon. He must have seen the fact that
Herod’s Temple was not yet complete. In all these
dwellings there was a unique feature – an inner
sanctuary known as the Holy of Holies. It was in
this inner sanctuary that the glory of God could be
experienced. For Israel, God dwelt in his Temple,
among his people, and the Temple was the locus of
their spiritual life.
One of the events recounted in Holy Week is the
moment when Jesus enters the Temple and
overturns the tables of the traders. The Temple used
its own currency, and the exchange rate was high!
There was also a lucrative trade in the sale of birds
for offerings.
Jesus had had enough. He didn’t like the
profiteering that he saw, and famously proclaimed
that his Father’s house had become a den of thieves.
After ‘cleansing the Temple’ Jesus stated: ‘Destroy
this temple, and I will raise it again in three days’
(John 2:19). Those who heard Jesus thought he was
blasphemous and deluded. How could a Temple that
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Notices
Births, Marriages and Deaths
For a trial period, from the April issue of the Girton
Parish News we are planning to publish a column of
short one- or two-line announcements of ‘Births,
Marriages and Deaths’. This item is intended to replace
the ‘St Andrew’s Parish Registers’ which only give
partial coverage of life events in the village.
The intention is to give simple information such as:
Family name, given names, relevant dates, and if wished,
street name. In order to avoid conflict with the Data
Protection Act we will not be including full addresses or
contact details.
We feel this information will be of interest to our readers.
The announcements should be about residents or former
residents of Girton. For reasons of space, we are not
planning to include personal messages.
Please send your announcements to the Editor at
gpned@girton-cambs.org.uk, or drop a line to 141
Thornton Road, Girton, CB3 0NE.

Cambs Fire and Rescue Service
Do you own or run a business locally? Attend one of
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service’s FREE
business seminars and let us help you to ‘keep your
business in business’.
On average there are 165 fires in business premises each
year and many of those businesses don’t go on to trade
again.
Attend a FREE Business Seminar with Cambridgeshire
Fire and Rescue Service and get the support you need to
keep your business safe from fire.
We are determined to support and inform business
owners across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough on fire
safety legislation, and to help you put together a FREE
Fire Risk Assessment to protect your business.
Whether your business runs out of a small industrial unit,
is a side-street coffee shop or a licensed premise, our
FREE workshops will help you to understand important
legislation and build a comprehensive risk assessment to
protect you and your business.
Seminars run across the county in various locations and
can additionally be arranged ad-hoc to requirements
wherever possible.
Contact us today – For more information on upcoming
seminars or to book a place contact us on: 01480 444
500 or book online at www.cambsfire.gov.uk under
Business Fire Safety.
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For Hire: North Room
adjoining St Andrew’s
What is available?
A modern centrally heated room linked to the
rear of the church. Ideal for meetings of up to
12 with tea/coffee making facilities, toilet
facilities and adjacent car parking at the
recreation ground.
The charges: £10 per hour.
Contact details: Bookings via the Rector on
01223 276235
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If you would like to discuss any
Parish Council issues, please
contact the following:
Chairman
Haydn Williams, 40 Church Lane, Tel: 474667
chairman@girton-cambs.org.uk
Vice–Chairman
Andy Griffin, 1 Churchfield Court, Tel: 07956
447674
Councillors
Jane Buckler, 28 Girton Road, Tel: 277636
Tom Bygott, 9 Station Road, Oakington, Tel: 232966
Julie Dashwood, 36 High Street, Tel: 276590
Zoe Kirby, Gretton School, Manor Farm Road, Tel:
07540 000478
Douglas de Lacey, 9 Woodlands Park, Tel: 565219
Val Godby, 38 Woodlands Park, Tel: 276372
Anne Kettle, 11 Redgate Road, Tel: 277505
John Thorrold, 53 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276760
Douglas Whittle, 23 Fairway, Tel: 704747
Lyndsay Williams, 51 Weavers Field, Tel: 07970
101578
Formal correspondence to the Council
should be addressed to the Clerk.
District Councillors
Tom Bygott, Tel: 232966
cllr.bygott@scambs.gov.uk
Douglas de Lacey, Tel: 565219
scdc@de-lacey.org
County Councillor
Lynda Harford, Tel: 01954 251775/07889 131022
lyndaharford@icloud.com
Parish Clerk and Acting Finance Officer
Susie Cumming, Tel: 472181
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk
Recreation Centre Bookings Administrator
Linda Miller, Tel: 472182
admin@girton-cambs.org.uk
Website: www.girton-cambs.org.uk/council.html
Postal address:
Girton Parish Council
The Pavilion, Girton Recreation Ground
Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0FH

34

Contact numbers for bookings
Cotton Hall
Orchard Close
Pavilion
St Vincent’s Close

07759 983420
277164
472182
276447

MOBILE LIBRARY
Thursday 26th April
Thornton Court
Abbeyfield
St Vincent’s Close
Orchard Close
Gretton Court
Churchfield Court

09.40 – 10.00
10.05 – 10.50
10.55 – 11.30
11.35 – 12.00
12.05 – 12.40
12.45 – 13.15

RUBBISH COLLECTION
Saturday 7 April
Friday 13 April
Thursday 19 April
Thursday 26 April
Thursday 3 May

Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin
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