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Advertisements
Prices for placing advertisements in the Girton
Parish News, in black-and-white or colour, can be
had on application to the Advertising Manager.
The advertising policy of the Girton Parish News
aims to promote enterprises and activities from
within Girton. The space available for
advertisements is limited, and preference is given
to businesses founded, situated, controlled and
operated within Girton. The Girton Parish News
reserves the right to decline to publish any
advertisement which the Advertising Manager
considers not to meet the objectives of this policy.
Inclusion of an advertisement does not imply
endorsement by the Girton Parish News of the
product or service advertised.
The Girton Parish News is produced and
distributed entirely by volunteers from the
village, including the following:
Typesetters Erin Austin, Sam Clift, Claire
Lightley, Bill Rothwell
Distribution Manager Rosemary Jones, tel.
276491
Editors and Proofreaders Chris Bowler, Wendy
de Horsey, Mike Fay, Marion Fisher, John
Gibson, Alison Giles, Carol Huxley, Jenny
Knights, Mike Pearson, Nicola Pearson, Matthew
Vernon
Webmasters Andrew Haylett
and many others. If you are interested in becoming
involved in any capacity, please contact the Editor.
Printed by Victoire Press Ltd, 9-10 Viking Way,
Bar Hill, Cambridge CB3 8EL, Tel:01954 781919

Girton WI, Members only
Tea at Girton Golf Club
Rotary Memory Café, 10am–12 noon
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Girton Walking Group, Cambridge Science
Walk. Meet 10am at Bunkers Hill/Huntingdon Rd
Eddington Family Sports Festival, 10am–2pm
Eddington Sports Field
Club 55, Fish and Chips, 12 for 12.30pm
Orchard Close Community Centre
Parish Council Meeting, 7.00pm
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Girton Churchyard Volunteers, Work Party
St Andrew’s Churchyard, 10am–12 noon

Girton Walking Group – 5–6 mile walk by
Oxenholme Lake. Meet 10am at RSPB Fen Drayton
Lakes Car Park
Club 55, Film, ‘The Post’, 12 noon
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Girton WI, Pavilion, 7.30pm
Alpacas – Nicola Sly
Girton Musical Theatre, Rehearsals start
Orchard Close Community Room, 8.00pm

Can you help?
Eddies (formerly Cambridge Mencap) has been one of 15
charities nominated to share in a £12,000 grant by Cambridge
Building Society. The size of the grant awarded to Eddies
depends on how many tokens (printed from 24th July to 10th
August every day in The Cambridge News) they can collect.
Eddies is very much a local charity and many young
people/adults with learning disabilities from Girton have
benefitted from Eddies’ schemes. If you can help please post
tokens through my door at 34 St Margaret’s Road, Girton.
Thank you for your help.
Bev Stoye
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GIRTON PARISH COUNCIL
The following are amongst items discussed at Parish
Council meetings and information received by the Clerk.
At the July Parish Council meeting, Councillors were
pleased to hear about the surge of interest in Girton Colts
Football Club, with two new teams playing this coming
season. Agenda items included an update on the car park
redevelopment, the Council’s proposal for a Local
Highways Improvement grant to provide speedawareness measures, and discussion about security
arrangements at the Pavilion and Recreation Ground. The
Council offered its congratulations to Girton Village
Celebrations on a successful Feast Week. It also noted
that it is rather sad that a village of 4500 cannot muster
more than a handful of volunteers to help with the
Recreation Ground clear up on the final Sunday.
There are still a couple of vacancies on the Parish
Council. If you’d like to join, please contact the Clerk.
Anti-Social Behaviour
Unfortunately, the past weeks have seen a number of
incidences of mindless vandalism at the Recreation
Ground. On one occasion, the cricket covers were
slashed with a pocket-knife and another time goal-posts
were damaged by person(s) unknown and will need
replacing. While it is inevitable that youngsters at a loose
end will tend to congregate for impromptu ‘parties’,
these can be tolerated. It is the consequent littering and
occasional vandalism that is unacceptable. Readers are
urged to use whatever influence they have to get this
message through to any individuals they might believe
are involved.
A further incident of demanding money with menaces
and assault on the 10 Acre Field was reported to the
Police and is under investigation.
Bonfires
There have been reports of bonfires causing nuisance to
neighbouring properties. Please make sure that if you are
having a bonfire that this does not cause distress to your
neighbours. The following link provides guidance on
where and when such activity is acceptable:
www.scambs.gov.uk/content/smoke-and-bonfires.
Hedges
We’ve received several complaints about dwellings’
hedges/garden plants blocking footpaths. Please make
sure that overhanging foliage and hedges are cut back to
the inner edge of the footpath to allow for prams, buggies
and wheelchairs. Readers are encouraged to speak to
neighbours if hedges are not dealt with. Persistent
problems will be reported to the District Council.
Following a presentation to the Council by SCDC on
availability of S106 funding for cycling improvements
between Girton and Oakington, parishioners are invited
to submit any ideas they may have for these. Similarly
parishioners’ interest in the development of a litter
picking initiative in the village which would allocate
volunteers to specific streets/roads is sought. This would
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develop on the work already being done by a small group
of volunteers and be based on a scheme already
successfully running in Histon and Impington.
Next meetings
The next Parish Council meetings will be held at St
Vincent’s Close Community Centre at 7.00pm on
Tuesday 21st August and Tuesday 18th September.
Being the holiday season, the August meeting is
traditionally brief and only held to conduct essential
business. However members of the public are welcome
to attend all Parish Council meetings and to speak in the
open session at the start.

From Our Councillors
County Councillor Lynda Harford
You may recall that I have previously expressed my
concerns about the financial challenges that our local
schools wrestle with due to the inequity of government
funding. Cambridgeshire is one of the worst funded
education authorities in England. The county receives
£400 less per child than the average funded authority and
£1,600 less per child than Westminster. The rural nature
of the county means that there are a high number of small
village schools that have been seriously disadvantaged by
the introduction of a National Funding Formula which
has meant a cut from £150,000 to £110,000 in the lump
sum allocation for each school. That cut roughly equates
to the full cost of a teacher. The High Needs budget is
also under enormous pressure with an increasing number
of children presenting with high needs and the
complexity of those needs also escalating. Funding for
early years childcare is also stretched as Government
funding levels for 30 hours of ‘free’ childcare do not
cover the actual cost of delivery. Funding for the
county’s schools has not kept pace with inflation over
recent years and although two-thirds of Cambridgeshire
schools saw a modest increase in funding for 2018–19
this has been completely eroded by increasing costs
including salary and pension increases, growing
recruitment costs, inflation and the Apprenticeship Levy.
Cambridgeshire’s Schools Forum met on 6 July and is
calling on the Secretary of State for Education to increase
funding for all the county’s early years, primary,
secondary and special schools. Parents, students, school
staff and others who care about our schools are asked to
show their support for the campaign by signing and
sharing the Government petition which can be accessed
at: petition.parliament.uk/petitions/211156.
Last month I reported the success of the Council’s
cycling team. It seems that achieving success is
becoming a habit for the Council. Its Energy Investment
Unit has won a British Renewable Energy Award for its
pioneering approach to energy work. The Council’s
award was for its work on smart energy grid innovations,
its energy strategy and the delivery of over forty projects
involving schools and the upskilling of staff and
5

politicians to facilitate more strategic development of,
and investment in, energy projects.

Takamado of Japan, an alumna of the College who
graduated from Cambridge in 1975.

The dedication and commitment of the Council’s
Community Protection Team to delivering ‘Friends
Against Scams’ training was also recently acknowledged
by the National Trading Standards Scams Team. Since
January this year the 16 sessions that have been delivered
across the county have resulted in over 150 new ‘friends’
signing up to help ‘Take a Stand Against Scams’.
Working with local communities the team endeavours to
create greater awareness of the continual increase in this
type of crime and the inventiveness of scammers to
constantly devise new scams. It is believed that, despite
the efforts that are being made nationally, only 5–15% of
scams are ever reported.

I am working with the College on a commemorative
event next June, which we hope to be able to announce at
some point over the next few months.

The Council has also been awarded £20,000 by NHS
Digital and the Local Government Association in the first
‘discovery’ phase of funding for an innovative pilot
project to help people with serious health conditions take
their medication. Cambridgeshire County Council is one
of just 12 councils chosen out of a total of 82 who
applied to explore how technology can help shape the
future of social care.
Thank you to all of you who have been in touch during
the month. Please do contact me about any concerns or
questions you have about any local or strategic issue. I
would particularly like to hear from cyclists interested in
plans for the Oakington/Girton cycle path which has
funding from Northstowe Phase 2.
Lynda
lyndaharford@icloud.com;
01954 251775/07889 131022;
Follow me on Twitter: @2whit2whoo

District Councillor Tom Bygott
Sesquicentenary of Girton College
As we have just completed yet another wonderful Girton
Feast, we shouldn’t feel too sad that all the festivities are
over, because next year we have more exciting events
coming up as Girton College celebrates its 150th
anniversary. The College was founded at Benslow House
in Hitchin on 16th October 1869 by three brave
pioneering women, Emily Davies (1830–1921), Barbara
Leigh Bodichon (1827–1891) and Lady Stanley of
Alderley (1807–1895), and moved to its current site in
1873. It was the first UK residential institution for
women studying to degree level.
The College has created a website that contains lots of
information about the College’s history, and a list of
events that will occur throughout the year:
girton150.com/
One of the early events that will occur next year, on 15th
February 2019, will be the Girton150 Founders’
Memorial Lecture by Her Imperial Highness Princess
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South Cambridgeshire prevention of homelessness
During 2017/18, 208 families in South Cambridgeshire
were prevented from becoming homeless following
intervention work by the District Council’s Housing
Advice and Options team. That figure increased from
126 during the previous year (2016/17).
Residents are being reminded that the sooner they ask the
authority for help with housing-related issues, the more
options the Council has to help people. The main way
they have prevented local families from becoming
homeless is through working with landlords to secure
private rented accommodation. This can include payment
towards arrears, assisting with a deposit and helping
guarantee rent in advance. Alongside this, where possible
and appropriate, social rented housing is offered to those
most in need.
The primary cause of homelessness in South
Cambridgeshire is when people lose an assured shorthold
tenancy. This is the most frequently used tenancy
agreement in the letting of residential properties. This
reason accounts for almost four in ten of all homeless
cases that the authority deals with. Another way the
Council is helping keep people housed is via Shire
Homes, its private sector leasing scheme. This was set up
as a way of helping residents who need assistance to be
able to afford to rent a private property locally. Landlords
sign up for a minimum of three years to let their good
quality properties via this comprehensive management
scheme, which offers guaranteed rental income. The
Council takes over management of the properties and
offers them to those needing homes at an affordable rent
below market rate, increasing the availability of
affordable housing in South Cambridgeshire.
Additionally, South Cambridgeshire District Council is
part of a rent solutions service with other local Councils,
which offers specialist assistance and advice to agents,
landlords and tenants. It aims to help maintain tenancies
and try to help resolve tenancy problems that may
otherwise lead to evictions. This can include assistance
with issues such as debt problems leading to rent arrears
and property repairs and maintenance.
SCDC has long been a top performing council for
initiatives to prevent homelessness, and I am hoping that
this good work will continue under the new
administration.
Public Health Dashboard
On 12th July, Public Health England published the most
recent ‘Public Health Dashboard’ which compares local
authorities on how they deliver preventative local health
services for 0–5 year olds, child obesity, drug and
alcohol misuse treatment, tobacco control, NHS Health
Checks, sexual health services and air quality.
Girton Parish News

You can browse the data on Public Health England’s
website: healthierlives.phe.org.uk/topic/public-healthdashboard/
The dashboard gives each local authority a ranking for
each service area and shows how it compares nationally
and with similar local authorities. Similar local
authorities to Cambridgeshire include Oxfordshire,
Warwickshire, Northamptonshire and Suffolk.
Cambridgeshire is in the ‘best’ category nationally for
‘childhood obesity’ and ‘best start in life’ ranking second
and fourth out of 16 similar councils respectively.
However Cambridgeshire is in the ‘worst’ category,
ranking 14th out of sixteen similar councils, for tobacco
control; overall we are at 73 out of 149 areas in this
category. The reason for this is that 15.3% of the adult
population hasn’t succeeded in stopping smoking yet.
If you or one of your friends or family is trying to quit
smoking, here is some advice from the NHS:
www.nhs.uk/smokefree/why-quit/quit-smoking-tips
Cllr Tom Bygott
cllr@bygott.net
07765 475 513

A View From the District
In mid-June Cambridge ACRE held a day conference on
Neighbourhood Plans, and I am still hoping I can create a
team to look into a Plan for Girton to update the Parish
Plan we produced some 5 years ago. Please let me know
(again) if you are interested.
As Chair of the Council I have attended two more events
(from a wad of invitations, largely to the installations of
other Chairs and Mayors). The Bishop of Ely’s Garden
Party was entertained by lively music from the
Cambridge University Gospel Choir. I asked the Bishop,
‘Why am I here?’ and he touched on various areas in
which we share concerns for those on the edges of
society such as the homeless. We both feel this
conversation should continue.
The High Sheriff’s Garden Party was entertained by
somewhat different music from a local jazz band and
Morris dancers; it was less clear what value the function
had except that it enabled me to catch up with a dear
couple I last saw some twenty years ago.
The JDCC had its first meeting of the new year and I was
unanimously elected as Vice-Chair. This is rather good:
without the onerous responsibilities of the Chair, I shall
be involved in decisions which are often delegated to the
quaintly named ‘chair and spokes’ – i.e. Chair (and Vice)
plus the Spokespersons of the various authorities. On the
agenda were the design code and phasing plan for the
Marshalls development; generally good but we objected
to a complete lack of reference to electric vehicles. In the
code now is a requirement to provide charging points for
each dwelling or justify the omission. I see a week later
August 2018

the Government plans consultation on making this
universally compulsory. We also agreed that chair and
spokes would produce stronger wording on
sustainability.
I have a seat on the Scrutiny Committee: the Chair is one
of our rather few returning Conservatives who had been
on it last year. Before our first meeting we had a really
excellent afternoon’s training session on the role of a
scrutiny committee, and the excitement of the new Chair
was palpable: he must have used the phrase ‘How
exciting!’ a dozen times, admitting that he had never
realised what such a committee should be about. So our
first session was also exciting as we devised new ways to
ensure that we really shall hold the new administration to
account.
The Civic Affairs Committee had two interesting items: a
parish wishing to reduce its quota of Councillors because
it felt it had no hope of filling it; and another wishing to
increase its quota to way over the norm for its size,
because of the amount of assets it administers, and
confident it can find the volunteers. I am frankly puzzled
why some Parish Councils seem able to draw on
committed and pro-active people while others (sadly,
including Girton, Dry Drayton and Madingley) cannot
even get enough people to stand at the election.
At the end of June officers arranged a tour of the waste
and recycling unit run by Amey, and also our own waste
collection service, both based at Waterbeach. If I can
remember enough of the details of this very informative
afternoon I’ll be writing an article for the GPN.
All the Group Leaders (LibDem, Tory, Labour and
Independent) have been briefed by the Council Leader.
The top items on our agenda are still the Local Plan and
Designation; we expect some communication soon on the
former. On the latter we are concerned that the
Government appears to wish to make an example of one
or two of the 15 or so authorities eligible for it. We
touched on the scrapping between the Combined
Authority and the Greater Cambridge Partnership which
could lead to the Government withdrawing significant
funding to the latter. A lack of Government joined-up
thinking? Who could imagine such a thing.
I have been informed of some minor Busway A/B
changes in timetable. The details are available on line.
It has been reported to me that ice-cream vans continue
to trade in the Parish car park, without permission and
without a licence. Please do not buy from them: what
they are doing is illicit. We are trying to get enough
evidence to prosecute; meanwhile don’t encourage them!
If you would like a fuller monthly report emailed to you
please contact me at scdc@de-lacey.org and I shall add
you to the list of recipients. If you have any District
Council issues you would like to discuss please don’t
hesitate to ask me.
Douglas de Lacey
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Forthcoming Events
COMBERTON RAMBLERS CLUB
The Comberton Ramblers Club walk on alternate
Sundays. Our Autumn 2018 Walk Programme starts on
the:
2nd September – St Ives, Cambs.
16th September – Cavendish, Suffolk.
All walks start at 10.15am. Walks are from 5–7 miles,
usually ending near a public house.
We are a friendly/informative group and enjoy exploring
the varied countryside in this area.
New walkers are welcome to join us with up to 2 free
walks, and if you enjoy our walks we request that you
become a member.
For further details on how to join our sociable rambling
group please contact Stella, the Secretary.
Email: stella.ramblers@hotmail.com
www.combertonramblers.org.uk
Tel: 01954 210049

OPEN ECO
HOMES
A new festival of green
ideas comes to Cambridge
in September and October
with the aim of kick-starting a new generation of ecohomes. Supported by Cambridge City Council and award
winning green companies Baufritz and Cambridge Solar,
Eco Homes for All will give people access to the best
expert advice from across Cambridgeshire for free.
Events include five free workshops and two days of free
householder-led Open Eco Home tours around eleven
homes. Running between 18th September and 18th
October, the events fast-track home makers towards their
dream eco home giving participants the tools, knowledge
and expert advice they need to start creating a vision for
their own future home.
Eco Homes for All will give people the opportunity to
tour award-winning homes for themselves and attend
workshops by the people who built them. Not only this,
but there will also be free advice and materials for
people who want to retrofit their existing homes, with
workshops on draught-proofing, solid wall insulation
and getting your home ready for climate change. The
five workshops and two days of Open Eco Home tours
will give participants the practical knowledge they need
to help create the home they want. They are all free and
everyone’s time is given for free.
Self-build homes take centre stage at Open Eco Homes
2018, along with an Eddington show home by Hill and a
host of impressive DIY and professional renovations.
Homes are open 30th September and 6th October and
offer four tours per day, with a maximum of 8 people on
each tour. All tours are free. Visitors to Open Eco
Homes can book tours via www.openecohomes.org.uk or
by phoning 01223 301842 from 20th August.
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EDDINGTON FAMILY SPORTS
FESTIVAL
On Sunday 12th August, Eddington is holding its
very own Family Sports Festival from 10am to 2pm.
At this event, we have sports activities suitable for the
whole family to join in on, including multi-sport
games, kwik cricket, mini gymnastics, casual football,
family bootcamp and a bicycle company showing off
their range. The festival is free to attend and we
encourage families with children up to 12 years old to
come along. It is a great chance to meet new people in
your area and start something new in Eddington and
the surrounding villages. For more information on the
festival, contact Joe Notarnicola, Active Lifestyles
Officer at joe.notarnicola@cambridge.gov.uk.

RSPB Fen Drayton
Lakes Special Events
2018
Explore and discover nature at our
reserve!
We are running the following exciting activities at our
reserve during the summer and latter half of the year.
Wild Challenge
Thurs 2, 9, 16 Aug, Sun 19 Aug, Thurs 23, 30 Aug
10.00am-4pm
Try a wild challenge activity such as wild flower foray,
feed the birds, tracks and signs, bug safari, go
birdwatching. Do a different challenge every week in
the school hols.
No booking required, just turn up!
Non-member £2, RSPB member £1.50
Willow weaving workshops
Sat 29 or Sun 30th Sept.
10am-4pm
Make a handy basket from willow harvested here at the
reserve.
Sun 9 Dec
10am-4pm
Get creative in time for Christmas and make your very
own decoration.
Booking required.
Non-member £25, RSPB member £20.
Stargazing
Sat 22 Sep
8.00pm-9.30pm
Join experts from the Institute of Astronomy and the
Cambridge Astronomical Association on a stargazing
evening at the lakes!
Booking required.
Non-member £10, RSPB member £8.
For bookings, please call on 01954 233260 or email
fendraytonlakes@rspb.org.uk to reserve your place.
Girton Parish News

GIRTON WALKING GROUP
Saturday 4th August – a science walk led by
John Cook. This walk will be urban, around the
scientific bits of Cambridge. It will take in roads
and buildings named after Cambridge scientists
and mathematicians; also some of the science
sites, where current work is being done; a few
places associated with great discoveries (such as
The Eagle); and see a few blue plaques, graves
and statues. Distance about 6–7 km (4–5 miles).
Meet at the top of Bunkers Hill at 10am. For
details contact Gina Lane, ginaklane@aol.com.
Saturday 1st September – A 5–6 mile walk
from the car park by Oxenholme Lake, Fen
Drayton Lakes near Swavesey. This can be
reached by car or guided bus from Cambridge.
Meet at 10am at the car park, look for the signs if
you have arrived at the bus stop. For more
information please contact Ann at
ann.jerram@gmail.com or on Cambridge 514135

August 2018
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Girton Netball Club

Girton Tennis Club
We are delighted to report that our
‘open court’ session during the main
Feast Saturday afternoon was very
well supported. Adults and children
enjoyed the chance to hit a few balls
and also try the ‘Keepie Uppie
Challenge’. The first picture shows some of our
committee members ready to advise and help, whilst
relaxing in the shade with a beer. If any of those that
took part on 14th July are interested in playing some
more tennis in Girton, please contact Kevin (details
below) for club membership information.

Although Wimbledon is now a distant memory, our
mixed team have started their matches and are always
interested to hear from members who may be interested
in playing a few friendly matches against local teams this
summer. Do get in touch if you feel up to the challenge.
We play on the Girton recreation ground courts and
members who purchase a key have court access during
most daylight hours. Potential new members are very
welcome to come along to our Friday club nights for one
or two free sessions to check it all out. We run
supervised sessions for juniors on Friday evenings
(6.30–7.30pm). Adult club members play from 7.30pm
on Friday evenings.
Details about our activities can be found on our website
www.girtontennisclub.uk or by contacting our
Membership Secretary Kevin Keeves on 276660 or by
email info@girtontennisclub.uk.
Alan Franklin
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Sadly, the Summer League is coming to an
end and we currently sit with a chance of
coming first or second! As mentioned last
month, the Summer League has a fun
element compared to the Winter League,
as the first half of the match is played as normal, but the
second half is played according to the wildcard of the
umpire's choosing. In our match played against Ely6, the
wildcard was a Lucky Dip where the umpire handed out
bibs randomly at the start of each quarter (final two
quarters) and players were not allowed to play the same
position in both. It is challenging to play in positions
we’re not particularly comfortable in but it gives us a
great opportunity to try something new and maybe even
discover a hidden talent! In our match against
Trumpington Tigers, the wildcard allowed Goal Shooter
and Goal Attack to shoot from outside of the D. In this
match Girton won with a record score of 51 GOALS!

Girton Netball training sessions are run on a pay-andplay basis (first session is free) so you can come as and
when you’re able. They are held at the Girton Recreation
Ground on a Monday evening (7.30–8.45pm) – if you
would like to come along, please contact Mel at
girton.village.netball@gmail.com or see our Facebook
page at http://tinyurl.com/girton-netball for information
on when and where we’ll next be meeting.
Claire Chapman

Girton Bowls Club
Sun lotion, sun hats and plenty of cool
drinks have been the order of the day
during June/July, especially the matches
played in the afternoons.
It was also a steaming hot day for this
year’s Feast day which was a huge
success especially for our Bowls Club stand. We won the
best stall competition for our Galleon/Treasure Hunt
display with all our dressed up pirates. An early estimate
of the money made by our stall is a spectacular £187. A
Girton Parish News

big thank you to all who helped out on and before the
main event on Saturday.

Congratulations to all our players. Let’s keep it up for the
remainder of the season. If you want to keep up with all
the results, please visit our website at
www.girtonbowlsclub.weebly.com.
If you would like to join us and try your hand at Bowls,
please come along to one of our club nights held every
Thursday. All you need are soft-soled shoes; everything
else will be provided.
Lynn McGill

Girton Colts
As the season draws to an end and the
teams enjoy a well earned summer rest,
the club committee are busy organising
the 2018/2019 season.
We have
played some
very close
games recently,
one in
particular,
where we were
ahead on points
on all four
rinks on the
penultimate
end, but went
down heavily
on all rinks on
the last end,
managing to
hold on to a
win on only
one rink and
therefore
disappointingly losing the match overall. Strange things
happen in Bowls – ‘it’s never over till it’s over’.
The Club has done well in the local leagues, with our
teams lying 4th in the Ely & District League, 2nd in the
Cambridge & District League and 2nd, 3 point behind the
leaders, in the Business House League. Less experienced
players have had a couple of wins in the Meldreth
League.
Dave Fryer, Paul Tippett and Geoff McCall are through
to the quarter finals in the Lord Eltisley 2 Wood Triples
Competition, as are Dave and Evelyn Fryer in the
Cambridge & District League Mixed Pairs and Janet
Graaff in the Cambridge & District Ladies Singles.
Margaret McCall and Roger Webster went through to the
quarter finals in the Secretaries and Treasurers
Competition but were unable to continue their winning
run. In the Business House Ladies’ Doubles, Lynne
McGill and Janet Graaff were narrowly beaten by Coton.
Paul Tippett is the new leader in the internal ladder
competition.

August 2018

After stepping into the Chairman role a few weeks ago, I
am excited to see many of the local boys and girls under
18 wanting to take part in village football. Next season
we are proud to be supporting 5 teams as well as
continuing to run our successful 4–6 year old training
sessions on Saturday mornings. Garth Hanlon, the
previous Chairman who stepped down last month, has
left the club in a strong position, which has enabled us to
grow our teams for next season … so thank you Garth!
As a committee we are keen to create lots of
opportunities to play village football as well as promote
fun, friendship, fitness and teamwork within our teams.
We have a long waiting list of players, but no one to lead
them, could this be you? We are completely run by
volunteers and we desperately need more managers
and/or coaches to establish new teams. We will provide
free FA training and support to anyone who is interested,
so please do get in touch at info@girtoncolts.co.uk
Looking ahead to when the season begins in September,
we welcome you to come and support our local teams
play. The match listings will be displayed on the Colts
football notice board at the Pavilion and there will likely
be a home match for one of our teams almost every
Saturday. Any home support for us is gratefully
appreciated and it really lifts the players in a match. So
come down, buy a tea, coffee or an over the top hot
chocolate with cream and marshmallows from our tuck
shop and watch a game. We look forward to welcoming
you at the start of the season in September.
Contact information:
If you would like to join a team as a player, manager or
coach, or perhaps assist with being a referee or linesman
please contact info@girtoncolts.co.uk
We are also actively inviting local businesses to come
forward to sponsor a team. So if you or someone you
know might be interested then please contact me on
chair@girtoncolts.co.uk for further information.
Andrew Hawkes
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ACTIVELY
SUPPORTING
MENTAL HEALTH IN
OUR GIRTON
COMMUNITY
Previous articles and commentary
in the Girton Parish News by the WI, Relate and our
Councillors have highlighted the issue of Mental
Health. There is an opportunity to actively support
people in our community, family and workplace
through training as a Mental Health First Aider or
Champion.
Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) is an internationally
recognised training course which teaches people how
to spot the signs and symptoms of mental ill health and
provide help on a first aid basis. MHFA won’t teach
you to be a therapist but, just like physical first aid, it
will teach you to listen, reassure and respond, even in
a crisis. Learning takes place through a mix of group
activities, presentations and discussions.
What will you learn?
One Day – Mental Health Champion
MHFA Champions have:
• An understanding of common mental health issues
• Knowledge and confidence to advocate for mental
health awareness
• Ability to spot signs of mental ill health
• Skills to support positive wellbeing

Girton WI
Our July meeting was held on
a very hot and sticky evening
at Abbeyfield. Some of our
members were very sensible
and brought along fans, the
rest of us made do with our
monthly magazines or whatever paper came to hand.
However it was most appropriate weather for our talk
from two lovely Girton ladies,Yvonne Pinchen and
Libby Cull, who are Cambridge Tour Guides. Yvonne
and Libby took it in turns to talk about their work.
It was a long process to become a Cambridge Tour
Guide with a lot of studying and tests to take to become
qualified, but they both enjoy their work very much.
The talk was assisted with slides of various Cambridge
hot spots, that are part of their tours. They also told us
of humorous questions they had been asked and
anecdotes of what the tourists had told them about a
painting in King’s College and having supper in
Darwin’s rooms.
The speaker thank you was given by Jane ThorpCockrill who told us of when she first came to live in
Cambridge a few years ago now, that she went on a
guided tour. She finished by saying it was probably
time to go on one again and I think many of our
members felt the same after hearing about our beautiful
City from Yvonne and Libby.

Two Day – Mental Health First Aider
A practical skills and awareness course designed to
give you:
• A deeper understanding of mental health and the
factors that can affect people’s wellbeing, including
your own
• Practical skills to spot the triggers and signs of
mental health issues
• Confidence to step in, reassure and support a person
in distress
• Enhanced interpersonal skills such as nonjudgemental listening
• Knowledge to help someone recover their health by
guiding them to appropriate support
How will attending an MHFA course help?
Research and evaluation shows that taking part in an
MHFA course:
• Raises awareness and mental health literacy
• Reduces stigma around mental ill health
• Boosts knowledge and confidence in dealing with
mental health issues
• Promotes early intervention which enables recovery
Juliet Adloune, resident of Girton for over 15 years, is
a fully qualified Instructor (accredited by the Royal
Society for Public Health). If you would like to
express interest in attending a course or if you have
any queries, please contact Juliet direct at
mhfa.julietadloune@gmail.com
August 2018

Another hot day saw some of our members dressed as
pirates to man our cake and tombola stall for Feast Day.
The stall and the Feast Day were a great success and we
sold all our yummy cakes to make funds towards our
99th Birthday celebrations at Girton Golf Club which is
going to be a cream tea. Many thanks to all our
members who made not just cakes, but bread, sausage
rolls and cheese straws as well. What a talented bunch.
If you wish to find out more about Girton WI please
email us at girtonwi@gmail.com or we are on Facebook
and Twitter.
Wendy Hall
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Feast Week Village Fete – The Mini
Show
What would the weather bring this year? I asked this
question last year but we have had another extraordinary
spring (very wet and cold then hot then cold again) and a
summer drought that has shrivelled lawns and caused the
pumps on the allotments to almost run dry. Saturday 14th
July dawned hot and humid, another scorcher on the way.
Keen gardeners and allotmenteers went out to survey the
damage, very few unblemished potatoes, smaller than
usual beans and wilting flowers. However, a steady
stream of entries began to arrive from 10am showing the
resilience of gardeners in adverse conditions and we
ended up with a very decent display in most categories.
In the flower
categories most
people found that
their best roses had
already gone over but
the other two
categories were
represented with a
beautiful of selection
precious blooms
including carnations
and dahlias bringing
colour and scent to
the marquee. The
mixed bouquets were
very attractive and all
entries would have
been worthy winners.
The children’s entries included a wonderful vegetable
monster by Adam Walker, some competitive beans and a
funny carrot.
By 11.45am the tables were full and Peter Seaber arrived
to judge the entries and award the rosettes. Starting with
the vegetables he
examined the entries
and awarded the prizes.
Stand out entries were
Paul Loveday’s
wonderful onions,
Wendy Ripley’s 3
different vegetables,
beans from Kay Green,
Judy Clare and
Caroline Zakrzewski
and Caroline’s rhubarb.
Other entries by
Wendy Ripley, Patsy
Smith, Feni, Caroline, Yulia Shpak and Ann and Ian
Jerram were also commended. In the children’s
categories Lucas Zakrzewski won with his carrot and 3
different coloured vegetables and also had the longest
bean, closely followed by Joe Take and Gabriella and
Rafi. Wendy Booth came second in the 3 different
coloured vegetables category.
August 2018

On to the fruit, Judith Addison, Catherine Fullah and Kay
Green shared the prizes for a small plate of fruit.
The flowers, though fewer than last year due to the
weather, were much harder to judge as they were all

really good. Uniformity of size and stage of development
is important for the 3 stems category and symmetry of
composition in the mixed bunch category. The 3 stems

category was won by Judith Addison for her carnations
and Kay Green and Judy Clare came 2nd and 3rd with
dahlias. The bunch of garden flowers category was won
by Rod Mathie with Kay and Judith close behind. There
were only 2 entries in the rose category which was won
by Judith Addison with Corinna Tabor in second place.
On behalf of the Girton Garden Society and Girton
Allotment Society I would like to say a big ‘thank you’
to all the members who took the time to help organise the
show on the day and who donated their vegetables, fruit,
jam, chutney, plants, baskets and tubs to be sold on our
combined stall. Also many thanks to everyone who
helped on the stall – it really looked lovely and
demonstrated very clearly that growing your own fruit,
flowers and vegetables is rewarding, satisfying and
clearly helps foster community spirit! Finally I would
like to thank Peter Seaber for doing the judging for us in
his usual meticulous and completely unbiased manner.
Not an easy task but carried out with ease and
professionalism.
I look forward to next year with even more entries as
people are inspired by what they have seen and realise
that adverse weather conditions just make people more
determined.
Kay Green GGS
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GPN PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2018
There were 49 entries to the Girton Parish News Photographic Competition this year, and we were especially pleased to
see 8 entries in the Junior category.
Awards were given to the following: Junior Class: J1, ‘A Few of my Favourite Things’ Winner, (1) William Walker
age 10, ‘A Few of my Favourite Things are Owls and Things that Fly’. Junior Class: J2, ‘My Best Photo’ Winner, (2)
Nicholas Walker, age 9 ‘Morning Dew’ Highly Commended, Alexander Walker age 7, ‘Rose’ Senior Class: S1,
‘Girton Through the Year’ Winner, (3) Graham Jones, ‘I Am Just Going Outside. I May Be Some Time’ Highly
Commended, Judith Addison, ‘Christmas is Celebrated in Duck End’ Senior Class: S3, ‘Water’ Winner, (4) Adam
Lister, ‘Fen Drayton’Highly Commended, Adam Lister, ‘Southwold’ Highly Commended, Paul Loveday, ‘Cascading
Water’ Judges’ Pick (unclassified), (5) Brian Cockley, ‘Sea Dog’
Congratulations to those who won awards and thanks to all who took part. A huge thankyou to Graham Jones and Hugh
Field for helping to organise the competition; to Sam Clift for setting up the rolling display of entries on the Saturday of
Feast Week; and to the judges, Simon Blackburn, Hugh Field, and Francis Hookham. A selection of photographs is
printed alongside, and more will appear in subsequent issues of the Girton Parish News.
Angela Blackburn

August 2018
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Girton Feast Week 2018
What a week!

Thank you to all the organisations that hosted and took part in events. There
leave anyone out.

Thank you to all the volunteers who sold programmes, helped with signs, bu
more …

Thank you to all our villagers for supporting these events and making it suc
Carol, Helen and Rowena
Girton Feast Committee
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part in events. There are too many to mention and we don’t want to
helped with signs, bunting, the beer tent, car parking and much much

nts and making it such a success.

August 2018
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Telephone Box, Cambridge Road
One of our country’s most iconic sights, the red K6
telephone box, designed by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott in the
1930s, is fast disappearing, as everyone now uses mobile
phones. In Girton we have three such historic phone
boxes, which are now decommissioned and are owned by
the Parish Council. Plans for the use of the Girton Corner
box are currently under development, the one at the top
of Pepys Way has been made into a very successful book
exchange, but until recently the phone box in the heart of
the most historic part of the village, on Cambridge Road
between the Church and the Cambridge Academy of
English, remained in a sad state of disrepair.
I thought how nice it would be to
turn this into a garden, and as
co-ordinator for the Open
Gardens scheme, invited other
participants in Open Gardens to
consider a possible way forward.
Despite frustrating delays waiting
for BT to remove the telephony

before
equipment within
the box, over the
course of the early
part of 2018
myself and my
after
husband Alan
spent many hours
repainting and
refurbishing the
box as far as we
were allowed to
do so while the
old telephone was
still inside. I
placed a tub of spring flowers inside the box as a sign of
things to come. This even made social media, through A
Cambridge Diary – Martin Bond, well known Cambridge
street photographer, came out to photograph the box,
publishing the photos on Twitter and Facebook, reaching
many thousands of followers.
Finally in June 2018 we had permission to resume work
and fill the box with flowers. Local residents are helping
with the watering, and Lynda Martin has filled two tubs,
one with flowers and one with herbs, the latter for
anyone to harvest and use if they wish. I would like to
thank Lynda, Alan, the Parish Council and Parish Clerk
for their support in this, and hope that the floral phone
box will continue to bring pleasure to the residents of
Girton for many years to come.
Mary Rodger
August 2018

Kung Pao Chicken
INGREDIENTS
Marinade
1 tablespoon soy sauce
2 teaspoons Chinese rice wine or dry sherry
1-1/2 teaspoons cornflour
1 pound boneless, skinless, chicken breasts or thighs, cut
into 1-inch cubes
Sauce
1 tablespoon Chinese black vinegar, or substitute good
quality balsamic vinegar
1 teaspoon soy sauce
1 teaspoon hoisin sauce
1 teaspoon sesame oil
2 teaspoons sugar
1 teaspoon cornflour
1/2 teaspoon ground Sichuan pepper
2 tablespoons peanut or vegetable oil
8 to 10 dried red chilies
3 spring onions,white and green parts separated, thinly
sliced
2 garlic cloves, minced
1 teaspoon minced or grated fresh ginger
1/4 cup unsalted dry-roasted peanuts
PREPARATION
1. Marinate the
chicken: In a
medium bowl, stir
together the soy
sauce, rice wine, and
cornflour until the
cornflour is
dissolved. Add the
chicken and stir
gently to coat. Let
stand at room
temperature for 10
minutes.
2. Prepare the sauce: In another bowl, combine the
black vinegar, soy sauce, hoisin sauce, sesame oil, sugar,
cornflour and Sichuan pepper. Stir until the sugar and
cornflour are dissolved and set aside.
3. You may need to turn on your stove's exhaust fan,
because stir-frying dried chilies on high heat can get a
little smoky. Heat a wok or large skillet over high heat
until a bead of water sizzles and evaporates on contact.
Add the peanut oil and swirl to coat the base. Add the
chilies and stir-fry for about 30 seconds, or until the
chilies have just begun to blacken and the oil is slightly
fragrant. Add the chicken and stir-fry until no longer
pink, 2 to 3 minutes.
4. Add the spring onion whites, garlic, and ginger and
stir-fry for about 30 seconds. Pour in the sauce and mix
to coat the other ingredients. Stir in the peanuts and cook
for another 1 to 2 minutes. Transfer to a serving plate,
sprinkle the spring onion greens on top, and serve.
Kevin Fox, the Golf Club Chef
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Open Eddington on 15 September
Bookings for tours open from 13 July

News for Older
Residents
Strength and Balance Classes
Both classes are taking a break throughout August.
Fish and Chip Lunch and Singalong
Join us on Wednesday 15th August from noon in
Orchard Close Community Room. To book and order
your food contact me or Sam Clift on 01223 564808.

Open Eddington is a day of events, showcasing
Eddington – the new district on your doorstep. Over
25 different tours and talks will take place that explore
the ethos of architecture and sustainability which sit at
the heart of the development, which will be led by the
architects and partners who have been involved in
designing the scheme. Whether you are interested in
architecture, archaeology, ecology, cycling or energy –
we hope to see many of you at Eddington. Events are
free but tours need to be pre-booked with booking
open now.
For more information visit
www.opencambridge.cam.ac.uk/

Volunteering
at
Addenbrooke’s
Ever considered volunteering? Do you have 3 hours to
spare once a week?
At Cambridge University Hospitals (Addenbrooke’s
and the Rosie) volunteering is a long established part
of hospital life. With a variety of different roles on
offer there is bound to be something that suits you.
Some of the many benefits of becoming a volunteer
with us include:
• A great way to meet people
• An opportunity to help those in need without
requiring any specific skills (all our volunteers
have patient facing roles)
• Ongoing support through mentoring, training,
forums, newsletters and social functions
• A great way to keep fit (we have roles to suit many
levels of fitness)
• Use of the on-site sports and leisure centre at staff
rates (including large swimming pool) and other
benefits.

Is your Hearing Deteriorating?
Frances Dewhurst of Cambridgeshire Hearing Help will
talk about hearing loss and how to manage it for a better
long term outcome at 2pm on Wednesday 5th September
in Orchard Close Community Room. There is no need to
book, just turn up. I will be there and serve refreshments.
Hearing Help is the organisation which gives advice,
retubes hearing aids and exchanges batteries every third
Wednesday of the month from 2–4 pm in Girton Baptist
Church.
Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) Programme in
St Vincent’s Close
The Group Therapy Centre, Cambridge are running an
8-week CBT programme to help towards improving
well-being starting on Tuesday 18th September at 2pm.
‘CBT is a short-term therapy which has been shown to be
effective in the treatment of a number of emotional
difficulties such as for the treatment of anxiety disorders
(such as panic, agoraphobia and social anxiety),
depression, obsessive-compulsive disorder, posttraumatic stress disorder, bipolar disorder, psychosis and
medically unexplained symptoms.
‘During the programme you will be discovering a great
deal about yourself, especially about how you think and
act when you feel negative or down and, with help from
your therapist, how your problems and worries can be
helped by learning and applying some straightforward
techniques for resolution.
‘There is no “right” or “wrong” in the group, because
CBT doesn’t look at things in this way. CBT is an
“active” form of therapy so it means you’ll be working
with your therapist and other group members in a way
that should be interesting, collaborative and supportive.’
Please call them 01223 357221 to book your place.
Last but not least
I have 2 small portable printers to give away.
I will be taking leave from the week starting 20th
August.
Patricia Johnston, Older Resident’s Coordinator
Tel: 07469 660866
Email: patricia.johnston@ageukcap.org.uk

Find out more information on our website
www.volunteering.cuh.org.uk/ or give us a call on
01223 254663. We would love to hear from you.
August 2018
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garden centres will have tempting offers to move summer
stock that will boost garden colours. To fill small gaps, try
sowing salad leaves as they will give amazing colour in
under 3–4 weeks.

The normal gardening jobs for August will be slightly
different this year due to the lack of rain in June and July.
Our lawns have suffered this year but on the plus side there
is less cutting in this hot weather and more time to enjoy our
gardens. Many gardeners have continued to water their
borders and tubs but left their lawns to nature, knowing they
will recover. Autumn rains will soon make lawns green
again. Remember to weed where you can in your borders
and tubs as they take nutrients and water from your plants.
Collect valuable rainfall in water butts if you can. If the
summer remains dry, hosepipe and water restrictions will
come into play. Water plants at their base using a watering
can with rose attachment. Established trees and shrubs can
look after themselves. Fruit trees and bushes will benefit
from extra watering as the fruit develops. Our garden
vegetables need adequate moisture, but even this varies.
Leafy crops such as lettuce should never go short, nor
should seedlings and new transplants, whilst onions and
other root crops require little, apart from potatoes, where
watering at flowering stage significantly increases yield.
Water your plants early morning or late at night in these dry
spells. Irregular watering of vegetables can lead to problems
with blossom occuring in tomatoes. Remember to feed your
tomato plants with a tomato fertiliser, pinch out the tops and
remove leaves lower down on the plant to aid air
circulation. Aim for a maximum of 5 or 6 trusses of fruit per
tomato plant. Stake any tall plants such as dahlias and lilies
to prevent against wind and rain damage, if we have any!!
Some garden jobs in summer always need doing. Our
hedges and shrubs will need trimming. Prune wisteria after
flowering by removing all the side shoots from the main
framework to about 5 leaves from the main stem. Trim
lavender plants after they have finished flowering to keep
them compact. Take cuttings from tender perennials to
propagate for next year. Cut back herbs to encourage new
tasty leaves. Herbs can be dried or frozen for winter use.
Pick French and runner beans little and often to prevent
them from setting seed. Leaving mature pods to seed can
prevent further flowers developing and reduce crops. Gluts
of summer fruits make excellent jam. Raspberries,
blackberries, loganberries and even blueberries can
successfully be frozen. Tidy up your old strawberry plants
to improve ventilation and reduce pests and disease and root
the stronger baby plants for next year.
August is a good time to spray ground elder and other
perennial weeds with weed killer as plants have a larger leaf
surface area to absorb it. Check your shrubs and cut out any
infected plant material and squash any eggs you may find
under leaves. We want our gardens to remain colourful and
as perennials die and are cut back, gaps in colour beds can
be filled by foliage plants to give bulk and colour. Garden
tubs can be potted up quickly with flowering plants and
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When it is just too hot to venture into the garden, you can
relax indoors and plan your garden layout for next year.
Rough sketches or photos of your garden make useful
reference points. Healthy plants can be divided and
replanted into other parts of the garden as we plan for next
year. When planning your garden, think of those blooms
such as allium, nigella, nectarscordum that when long
flowered still offer structure and interest. Eryngiums,
phlomis and stacys will provide a mass of long standing
flower discs that lure the eye. Finally, remember our garden
birds and keep bird baths topped up in warm weather.
Happy summer everyone.
Chris Pittock, Girton Garden Society

Girton Community Choir
Here are some of us, on a balmy Wednesday July
evening, relaxing after our Midsummer Festival, which
was very well attended.

Thank you for coming!
We are taking our summer break, now, after our social
evening, but would be very pleased to see new members
in the new term. Our first meeting will be on Wednesday
12th September at 7.30pm, when we plan to sing some
familiar items, as well as new material, before the run up
to the festive season – sorry to mention it already.
You don’t have to be able to read music, but a sense of
humour helps as does a friendly disposition.
If you enjoyed the Festival and would like to add to our
sound – possibly even helping to improve it – please
come along to give us a trial. You have nothing to lose
and only friendship and a satisfied glow to gain. And
cake, sometimes.
If you would like to know more, phone Jane on 01223
474667, or just turn up on 12th September in the school
hall at Girton Glebe Primary School. You will be very
welcome.
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Cotton Hall News
The Hall is now open again after its annual spring clean
and decoration. This village facility is available to
everyone and aims to support local organisations, clubs
and societies while providing a convenient setting for
parties, wedding receptions and meetings. We currently
have holiday availability most days of the week and
weekends. From September we will have Tuesday,
Friday, Saturday and Sunday daytime hours and some
evenings free too.

For details, costs and bookings contact Wendy Ripley
07759 983 420 or cottonhallclerk@yahoo.co.uk
The Cotton Hall, Cambridge Road, Girton CB3 0PN
(next to St Andrew’s Church)
Charity Number 311356

More singers wanted for local group!
On Thursday 6th September, Girton Musical
Theatre is starting rehearsals for The Gondoliers by
Gilbert & Sullivan. The show will be staged in the
Glebe School from Thursday 28th February to
Saturday March 2nd 2019.
The Gondoliers is one of the most popular of the
G&S shows, and has some lovely tunes, and funny
characters. We are currently recruiting for the
chorus, for which there is no audition! An ability to
read music is helpful but not essential! There are
lots of online resources which can help with
learning the parts, and unlike many groups we have
a relatively long rehearsal period (almost 6 months)
which gives plenty of time to learn the lines, but
also allows us time for socialising. Most rehearsals
are followed by a trip to a local hostelry! We are a
friendly group, and have a good reputation for
putting on shows which are enjoyed by the audience
and the cast.
Rehearsals are on Thursdays at 8pm in Orchard
Close Community Centre. In January and February
we also rehearse in the school on Friday evenings.
If you would like to know more please contact
Helen on 276940 or send us an email:
info@girtonmusicaltheatre.org.uk

Cambridgeshire Hearing Help
Advice about equipment for deafness is available to
all; in addition NHS hearing aid wearers can
exchange batteries and have hearing aids re-tubed.
Sessions are from 2pm to 4pm on the third
Wednesday of each month at Girton Baptist Church.
These are free sessions and no appointment is
necessary. Should you require a home visit please
telephone 416141 between 9.30am and 12.30 pm
Monday to Friday.
More information can be found on our website
www.cambridgeshhirehearinghelp.org.uk

Over 55
Don’t be lonely, contact Patricia Johnston
of Age UK Tel; 07469 357221
or Club 55 - Girton Tel: 01223 564808

August 2018
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We’ve been eating out.
We have been to two eating
out establishments since the
last publication of the GPN
and I was extremely pleased to
see two of our members
enjoying themselves at the
first of our two visits. The
reason being that two of our
lady members share a common
birthday in July and between them they have clocked up
195 years. I think that not only is this a fantastic
achievement by each of them but it is also a wonderful
motivation for others. ‘So what’ if you are over 90 you
can still go out and enjoy life, mix with others and live
life to the full.
Joan (left), a mere
youngster, had just
celebrated her ninetysixth birthday, whilst Joy
(below) was one year
short of the century at 99.

Both ladies were
looking great on our
first visit to The Boot
at Histon. I must say,
however, that not
every one was
impressed by the meal, some thought it was very good
whilst others not so
good. Although the
service was reasonable
it was clear that the
staff were not used to
dealing with large
groups. Nevertheless it
was a good day out
and clearly there were
some very serious
discussions going on
during the meal as one
can see from the picture above. Maybe the price of oil
was at the heart of the discussion or maybe the pending
rise in the price of sausage baps – who knows?
The second of our meals out was a trip to Girton Golf
Club on the 18th July. Unfortunately I was unable to be
there for the meal but did arrive shortly after everyone
had finished eating only to be met with a barrage of
compliments about the food. Everyone said that the meal
had been served quickly and hot with plenty of
vegetables and very tasty fish and meat. It seems that our
group of 36 had been handled with ease and it was a
August 2018

credit to the Golf Club and staff who had dealt with us. I
must say thanks Golf Club you did us proud. See you
soon.
‘The Darkest Hour’ our June film attracted a few more
people than usual and enthralled most who watched it.
There was a little hostility when I announced that the
short film before the buffet meal was very violent - this is
not the sort of thing for our gentle members. Most people
enjoyed the violence, Tom and Jerry cartoons always
bring a smile to the faces of those watching. The fact that
Tom was hit in the mouth with a flatiron that stretched
through to the back of his neck before it rebounded out of
his mouth seems funny – it’s violent!
We are in the middle of producing our pantomime at the
computer group and on Monday 16th July a few heads
were turned when Dick Whittington, his cat Tom and his
cook arrived at the bus stop outside Girton Church.
People were curious to know what a woman dressed as a
great big black cat, a woman dressed as a man and
another in cook’s costume and wearing Christmas
pudding earrings were doing there. We were able to
explain all and no yellow vans arrived so all ended well.
We do have a bit of fun and would like to invite you to
come along to Orchard Close Community Centre on
Wednesday 15th August for a fish and chip lunch out of
the paper followed by strawberries and ice cream
together with a sing-along, that’s if you can stand the
strain. Contact us on the number below if you would like
to come.
For your Diary:
Wednesday 15th August at Orchard Close
Community centre, 12 for 12.30pm: Fish and chips
from the paper, strawberries, ice cream and singalong.
Thursday 6th September at St. Vincent’s Close
Community Centre, 12 noon: Film ‘The Post’. Buffet
£5.
Wednesday 19th September 12 for 12.30pm: Lunch at
Oakington Garden Centre.
Thursday 11th October at St. Vincent’s Close
Community Centre, 12 noon: Film to be announced.
Wednesday 31st October 12 for 12.30pm: Halloween
Lunch at the Rose and Crown Histon.
Thursday 8th November at St. Vincent’s Close
Community Centre, 12 noon: Film ‘Their Finest’. A
1940’s themed film with short film of remembrance
songs and music. Buffet £5.
Tuesday 11th December 12 for 12.30pm: Christmas
Lunch at Girton Golf Club.
For more details contact:
Sam Clift Tel:01223 564808
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Our Day Out
My Curate suggested we have a ministry team Away
Day, which initially we thought might be a trip to
Wimpole or – at a stretch – maybe Norwich Cathedral.
But before we knew it, tickets to Wintershall:
The Life of Christ had been booked, purchased
and received. On 23rd June we set off for
Surrey; the Curate, the Lay Reader, the
Ordinand and the Incumbent (there has got to
be a joke in this somewhere).
I didn’t really know what to expect. It is a
three-and-a-half act drama set in the grounds
of a beautiful country estate. Act 1 involves
the nativity, the flight to Egypt and Jesus’
boyhood; Act 2 starts with the Wedding at
Cana and ends with the Feeding of the Five
Thousand. Sitting on the grass among the
1,500 people in the audience does bring this
‘account’ to life as we each received a small
portion of bread. The best bit was trying to
fathom exactly where the dove came from
which ascended above Jesus after his baptism in the lake.
Was it concealed in Jesus’ jumper? Whatever the trick, it
was brilliantly effective. Jesus himself conformed to type
with long, wavy brown hair and a beard.
Act 3 jumps around with more scenes of Jesus’ ministry
and the events leading to Jesus’ crucifixion and
afterwards, his Resurrection. There is then a short final
scene set in a large fishing lake which illustrates one of
the last appearances of the Risen Jesus to his disciples on
the beach. (The character playing Simon Peter actually
does jump in the water and swim to the shore on seeing
the Risen Lord – but keeps his clothes on the whole
time!) I have to confess to being disappointed that Jesus
didn’t zoom into the sky at the time of the Ascension, but
I suppose that is a big ask of what are essentially a cast of
village amateurs (but an entire village and the amateurs
were impressive).

experience which brought them to faith later in life. The
play was written in 1998 and has been performed
annually ever since, developing from the nativity story
into something far more encompassing. There is a move
afoot to perform The Life of Christ in other places.
It is a faith-inspiring thought that the events of Jesus’ life
have continued to be retold for over 2,000 years, and

have been transposed into many different cultural
settings. Wintershall offers a Home Counties presentation
of God’s Good News, but is no less relevant in its
sincerity or ability to capture the audience. Definitely
worth a trip.
Mandy

The event started at 10.30am and came to a conclusion at
about 3.30pm. It was a worthwhile experience for a few
reasons, but chiefly because it brought the Gospel to life
through the actors’ interpretations. So much is conveyed
by a tone of voice or a gestural expression, albeit only
one interpretation among many. The most powerful
aspect for me was Jesus’ forgiveness and respect for
others. The Pharisees and Temple Elders were a constant
source of detraction, irritation and malice, yet even on the
Cross, Jesus forgave these ‘mistaken’ people. Culturally,
this attitude was so revolutionary at the time, and in
reality, such forgiveness remains radical – and so hard to
imitate, if we are honest with ourselves. The beautiful
setting also made the occasion memorable.
It is interesting to know how such an endeavour began.
The owners of the Wintershall estate had a spiritual
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Rector: The Revd Dr Mandy Maxwell
The Rectory, 42 Church Lane, Girton
CB3 0JP
Tel: 276235
Email: girtonstandrews@gmail.com
Website: www.girton.church
Associate Priest: The Revd Christine Barrow
Tel: 575089 Email: mcbarrow@me.com
Curate: The Revd Diana Johnson
Tel: 07377 866567
Email: diana.johnson@cantab.net
Licensed Lay Ministers:
Mr Dugald Wilson Tel: 276940
Mrs Christina Deacon Tel: 525337

Minister: Revd Nick Lowe
219 Wellbrook Way, Girton CB3 0GL
Tel: 279289
Secretary: Mrs Virginia Rootham-Smith
Tel: 926807
Website: www.girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk

Sunday Services: August
We welcome families with children of whatever age.
Classes with interactive activities are available for
children each week during the morning service. Tea and
coffee are served after the service.
All services are led by Revd Nick Lowe, unless
otherwise stated.

Churchwardens:
Mr Bruce & Mrs Wendy Hunter
Tel: 503958

5th

10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
with Communion

Sunday Services: August

12th

10.30am

Morning Worship

19th

10.30am

Morning Worship
with Communion
Evening Worship
led by Christine Kimmitt

5th

10.00am
Holy Communion
(No Taizé Worship in August)

12th 8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

BCP Holy Communion
All Age Family Worship
Evensong

19th 8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

BCP Holy Communion
Holy Communio6
Evensong

26th 8.00am
10.00am

BCP Holy Communion
Morning Prayer

6.30pm
26th

10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship

September
2nd

10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship

Weekday Services: August
There is no Service of Holy Communion at Abbeyfield
this month
30th 11.00am
Service of Holy Communion
(BCP) at Gretton Court
All are welcome to any of our services.

For Hire: North Room
adjoining St Andrew’s
What is available?
A modern centrally heated room linked to the rear of
the church. Ideal for meetings of up to 12 with
tea/coffee making facilities, toilet facilities and
adjacent car parking at the recreation ground.
The charges: £10 per hour.

August 2018
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Girton Parish Council
Chairman
Haydn Williams, 40 Church Lane, Tel: 474667
chairman@girton-cambs.org.uk
Vice–Chairman
Andy Griffin, 1 Churchfield Court, Tel: 07956 447674
Councillors
Jane Buckler, 28 Girton Road, Tel: 277636
Gill Cockley, 73 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276703
Julie Dashwood, 36 High Street, Tel: 276590
Douglas de Lacey, 9 Woodlands Park, Tel: 565219
Roger Hickford, Manor Farm, Manor Farm Road,
Tel: 07985 770082
Anne Kettle, 11 Redgate Road, Tel: 277505
John Thorrold, 53 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276760
Bernard Townshend, 15 Churchfield Court, Tel:
564919
Lyndsay Williams, 51 Weavers Field, Tel: 07970
101578
Formal correspondence to the Council
should be addressed to the Clerk.
District Councillors
Tom Bygott, Tel: 232966
cllr.bygott@scambs.gov.uk
Douglas de Lacey, Tel: 565219
scdc@de-lacey.org
County Councillor
Lynda Harford, Tel: 01954 251775/07889 131022
lyndaharford@icloud.com
Parish Clerk and Acting Finance Officer
Susie Cumming, Tel: 472181
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk
Recreation Centre Bookings Administrator
Linda Miller, Tel: 472182
admin@girton-cambs.org.uk
Website: www.girton-cambs.org.uk/council.html
Postal address: Girton Parish Council
The Pavilion, Girton Recreation Ground
Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0FH

MOBILE LIBRARY
Thursday 23rd August
Thornton Court
Abbeyfield
St Vincent’s Close
Orchard Close
Gretton Court
Churchfield Court
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09.40 – 10.00
10.05 – 10.50
10.55 – 11.30
11.35 – 12.00
12.05 – 12.40
12.45 – 13.15

RUBBISH COLLECTION
Thursday 2 August
Thursday 9 August
Thursday 16 August
Thursday 23 August
Friday 31 August

Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue and Green bins

Contact numbers for bookings
Cotton Hall
07759 983420 (new number)
Orchard Close
277164
Pavilion
472182
St Vincent’s Close 276447

The Cogwheel Trust, working with
Girton Town Charity
Since 2016 Girton Town Charity has supported the
Cogwheel Trust in its provision of counselling for Girton
residents at our Norfolk Street, Cambrige counselling
rooms. People of all ages and from all walks of life
approach Cogwheel, often on the recommendation of
their GP. Some people contact Cogwheel at a time of
crisis in their lives and others come because they feel a
need for change or want to understand repeating patterns
of behaviour in themselves and those close to them.
People sometimes wonder if their problems are too small
to be addressed by counselling, but talking with a trained
professional can help with all sorts of issues and early
intervention often prevents problems from escalating.
The Cogwheel Trust is a local charity; we have provided
about 90,000 counselling sessions and have helped over
25,000 people in Cambridgeshire in our 30-year history.
In 2017 we provided about 6,000 counselling session at
our three centres in Cambridge, Ely and Sawston to
people who ranged in age from 6 to over 80. We offer an
initial assessment followed by weekly one-to-one
counselling where appropriate. We aim to make
counselling available to anyone who needs it, so while
everyone is asked to make a contribution towards the
cost of their sessions this is negotiated to be affordable.
Our remaining costs are met by grants and donations,
such as that for Girton residents from the Girton Town
Charity. Last year our service was accredited by the
British Association of Counselling and Psychotherapy;
we are the only organisation in the county with this
recognition.
J. Whitten, Community Fundraiser
The Cogwheel Trust CIO
47–51 Norfolk Street, Cambridge CB1 2LD
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