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The Village Diary
April
Girton WI, Abbeyfield, 7.30pm
Titanic – Robert Burridge
Fri. 5
Rotary Memory Café, 10am–12 noon
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Sat. 6
Cottontails Family Forest School and
Easter Egg Hunt
Pavilion, Recreation Ground, 10am–12 noon
Girton Walking Group, walk along Coldham’s
Brook. Meet Newmarket Road P&R, 10am
Mon. 8 Girton Youth Project Bouncy Castle Day
All young people welcome, Recreation Ground,
11am–4pm
Thur. 11 Girton Garden Society, St Vincent’s Close,
7.30pm, The Joy of Spring Borders – Roger Harvey
Fri. 12 Early Birds WI, CFWI, Oakington Road, 10am
Making felt birds
Tue. 16 Parish Council Meeting, 7.00pm
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Thur. 18 Club 55, William Collyn Community Centre,
12 noon, Film, ‘The Children Act’
Fri. 26 Craft Club, Orchard Close, 2–4pm
All welcome
Sat. 27 Girton Churchyard Volunteers, Work Party
St Andrew’s Churchyard, 10am–12 noon
Sun. 28 Girton College Music Society, Stanley Library,
2.30pm, Goldenburg Duo
Mon. 29 Easter Charity Quiz Night
The George, 7.30pm
Wed. 3

May
Thur. 2 Club 55, 12 for 12.30pm
Lunch at Girton Golf Club
Fri. 3
Rotary Memory Café, 10am–12 noon
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
Sat. 4
Girton Walking Group, to Grantchester and back
Meet Granta Place, Mill Lane, 10am
Girton Garden Society, Spring Plant Sale
46 Cambridge Road, from 2pm
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Girton Parish Council
The following are amongst items discussed at Parish
Council meetings and information received by the Parish
Office. Due to leave of absence this report has been
compiled without the help of the Clerk, so may be
incomplete.

We are sure all will be saddened to learn that our vice
chairman Cllr Andy Griffin suffered a heart attack
recently and is awaiting surgery at Papworth Hospital.
We wish him a speedy recovery.

Vincent’s Close Community Centre at 7.00pm on
Tuesday 16th April and Tuesday 21st of May (the
AGM). Members of the public are welcome to attend
all Parish Council meetings and to speak in the open
session at the start.
A full list of Councillors can be seen on page 38.

Cotton Hall Foundation

At our March meeting we co-opted and welcomed two
new Parish Councillors, Rachel Thomason and Shahila
Mitchell, who duly signed their acceptance of
appointment and joined the meeting. We still have two
further vacancies waiting to be filled so please consider
whether this is something you would like to do and
speak to any Councillor or the Clerk if you wish to make
an application or know more about it.
Concerns were expressed by two members of the public
concerning the lack of protection from wind and rain
offered by the new bus shelter at the Church Lane bus
stop. These will be relayed to the Town Charity. It was
also reported that the CCTV system at the Pavilion has
been upgraded to provide improved resolution and
coverage.
We noted the opening of the new local road link from
Girton to Dry Drayton road and the consequent
reopening of The Avenue. Madingley PC is strongly
opposed to the latter change and have canvassed our
support to prevent it. We have maintained that the
decision on the future of this road should be taken once
all of the new local road network has been opened and
operated for a significant period. Only then can an
informed judgement be made on its value or otherwise.
We agreed a date for the Annual Parish Meeting of
Tuesday 14th May at Girton Glebe School from 7.30 to
9.00pm with local society stalls and light refreshments
available from 7.00pm. Please make a note in your
diaries.
We approved an insurance renewal proposal, a new fee
schedule for Parish facilities, and a proposal for
appointment of a new GTC Trustee. We appointed a
play equipment inspection contractor and resolved to
explore registration of The Old Crown as an ‘Asset of
Community Value’.
Redundant computer equipment
Offers are invited for redundant computer equipment,
essentially a desktop computer (minus hard drive and
operating system) and a laptop which requires a new
battery. Any interested parties should contact the Office
for further details and sealed bids should be submitted to
the Office by 12th April.
Next meetings
The next Parish Council meetings will be held at St
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WE SEEK A NEW TRUSTEE – ARE
YOU INTERESTED?
The Cotton Hall, now thoroughly renovated, is a
village asset that was given to Girton by Anne Marie
Cotton over 150 years ago. The charitable foundation
that was set up to look after it works on behalf of our
community. The volunteer trustees (that includes the
incumbent Rector of St Andrews) manage the Hall
and take on the responsibility of keeping it in good
condition in trust for us all. The income available for
this purpose comes from the reasonable rental rates
charged to use this attractive space for classes,
meetings, clubs, parties and other community
gatherings.
There is now a vacancy for a Trustee – so please
get in touch if you would like to know more.
The time commitment includes 5 or 6 x 2hr meetings
a year plus some other occasional hours that include
the annual spring-clean day – and lasts for a 4 year
term.
Would you be interested in helping our local
community by volunteering your skills and time to
this good cause and joining the current group ?
Chair – Bruce Hunter
Treasurer – Alice Few
Health & Safety – Margaret Pearce-Higgins
Maintenance – Ian Jones
Pre-School – Laura Norman
Youth Project – Frances Roach
Rector – Mandy Maxwell
Secretary – Sian Franklin
sian42f@gmail.com
01223 276986 – Please get in touch!
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From Our Councillors
County Councillor Lynda Harford
In May 2018 at a meeting of full Council the decision
was taken to move the council’s headquarters from the
six acre site at Shire Hall to a smaller, more flexible,
purpose-built building at Alconbury Weald. It is planned
that this will be a two storey building which is ‘bright,
efficient and flexible’ and will incorporate a private
wing for staff accommodating 350 desks, and a public
reception area with informal meeting space. Council and
committee meetings will take place in a multi-use 90
seater space which can be subdivided into three rooms
with the potential for community use. The County
Council is now inviting residents to view and comment
on the plans prior to submission of a formal planning
application in late spring. It is anticipated that
construction will commence towards the end of 2019
with build completion by December 2020. To view
plans and read the forecast financial benefits please go
to: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/public-invited-toview-council-plans-for-new-hq/.
The NHS is currently developing a local plan and is
asking for the help of local people to do this. Growing
pressure on the NHS – an ageing population, more
people living with long term conditions and lifestyle
choices affecting people’s health – means that changes
are needed to make sure that everybody gets the support
they need. A long term plan has been set out nationally
and local plans will be expected to be built around what
local people say. Please do give your views:
bit.ly/2UrPbI9.
Public Health England has released its quarterly update
on its outcomes framework showing Cambridgeshire is
generally a healthy place to live with a higher than
average life expectancy. To see where the county is
better or worse than the national picture:
cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/health/localphi/aphr/.
Locally a re-procurement process has been going on for
the Maple Surgery. By the time you are reading this I
believe a letter will have been delivered to all homes
where there is at least one patient, advising what the
outcome is. If you are a Maple Surgery patient and you
have NOT received a letter, please either contact the
surgery or let me know.
The number of applications for secondary school places
in Cambridgeshire continues to rise. A total of 6,691
were received by the deadline of 31 October 2018. More
than 5,990 (85.5%) were offered a place at their first
preference school. This significant increase in
applications is expected to continue and the county
council is planning for this by working with existing
schools to increase capacity and through planning for
new secondary schools in the areas where demand is
greatest. Planned investment for this is £200m between
2019 and 2024.
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Thank you to all of you who have been in touch recently.
Please do continue to contact me with your views and
questions on the issues that are important to you.
Lynda
lyndaharford@icloud.com;
01954 251775/07889 131022
Follow me on Twitter: @2whit2whoo

A View from the District
The Joint Development Control Committee on 20
February began with a briefing on Transport Assessments
for new developments. One significant point made was
that the growing number of electric bikes, scooters and
buggies means that shared-use paths are less and less
appropriate in new developments. The Darwin Green
developer wished to bring forward a (very small)
temporary Community Centre to before the 50th
occupation, but to delay providing a permanent one from
the 100th to the 500th. I voted against but it was carried
with (in my opinion) once again developers being able to
evade the carefully-thought-out conditions built into
S106.
There were so many issues for Council I’ll just refer you
to the agenda and minutes at tinyurl.com/y65aexdy. The
main issues: we approved a modest pay increase for our
staff and ensured that all receive the living wage; we
approved the very first Neighbourhood Plan; and we set
our budget, with the maximum permitted increase in
Council Tax but still with a shortfall. The Leader of the
Conservative Group proposed an amendment to the
budget to add over £500,000 for cleaning our larger
villages and tackling fly-tipping, but this was defeated.
On 22 February I attended the funeral of Nigel
Gawthrope, former Mayor of Cambridge. The start was
delayed by the fact that his motorcycle cortege caused
traffic chaos in the city, but it was worth the wait. Despite
the sadness I think it can be said we gave him a good
send-off.
On 27 February there were meetings at Orchard Close
and St Vincent’s Close Community Centres to discuss the
future of the SCDC centres. Although these are generally
well-used, they are partly financed by the residents
whether they use them or not. It was a useful factgathering exercise and I shall follow developments
eagerly.
On 1 March I was guest of honour at the 8th birthday of
the Rotary Club’s Memory Café. I attend whenever I can,
and it is just wonderful to see blank faces light up as we
sing the songs of their youth. For carers, often spouses or
daughters, it’s time off but also a time to reconnect with
the loved one they once knew.
At the bi-monthly meeting of the Group Leaders at
SCDC, I asked in the light of the defeat of the Council
budget amendment what we could do to achieve some of
the aims by cheaper means. This sparked a lively
Girton Parish News

discussion and an agreement to explore empowering
local parishes to work in Girton. Would you welcome a
‘clear-up pack’ for volunteers?
On 6 March Cabinet met, again with a full agenda;
details at tinyurl.com/y6o6lh6y. Our concerns over our
shared ICT provision grow daily: there was a gloomy
report from the Scrutiny ICT group and Cabinet agreed
ICT needs very careful monitoring. After discussion
with all Members who attended, Cabinet agreed to
change its proposed response to the East-West Rail
consultation, to express concerns about the fact that all
proposed routes approach Cambridge from the south,
and the implied fact that trains would be diesel and not
electric. Cabinet also endorsed the work of our Brexit
Advisory Group for local businesses.
In pursuit of this administration’s goal of sustainability,
we recently installed solar panels on our waste depot, to
generate about a quarter of the depot’s use. The
installation should pay for itself within eight years. We
have also used reserves to buy a lease on the Science
Park which is expected to bring a return of over 5%.
The Council is looking actively at other ways to replace
dwindling Government grants with income streams.
If you would like a fuller monthly report emailed to
you please contact me at scdc@de-lacey.org and I shall
add you to the list of recipients. If you have any District
Council issues you would like to discuss please don’t
hesitate to ask me.
Douglas de Lacey

District Councillor Tom Bygott
South Cambs Council Budget
South Cambridgeshire District Council has adopted its
budget for 2019–20. The total spend on services in
2019/20 is nearly £21 million, with a £5 per year
increase in Council Tax for the average band D
property, bringing it up to £145.31 per annum. The
most eye-watering number was the size of the agenda,
at 472 pages, one of the heaviest meeting agendas I
have ever seen (weighing almost 1.2kg), and not really
suitable for an organisation that prides itself on its
environmental credentials when so many trees are
being cut down for paper.
Owing to careful management in previous years, the
Council currently has nearly £8M in reserves. It is
prudent for an organisation like the Council to keep
funds in reserve, as we are living at a time of great
uncertainty. The administration has ear-marked a fund
of £1M to be spent on ‘business efficiency’ without
explaining what that money would be spent on.
However, including this, an additional £7.4M in
savings needs to be found over the next five years to
balance the budget. I asked at the February council
meeting where these savings would come from, but so
far, the administration has not set out a plan.
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Low Carbon District to replace Water Recycling Centre
It has been decided to move the old Water Recycling
Centre that sits between the Cambridge Science Park
and the new Cambridge North Station. The Water
Recycling Centre was built in 1895 and has since
undergone a number of improvements as the City of
Cambridge has grown up around the works. It now treats
used water from customers in Cambridge and
surrounding villages, while at the same time maintaining
the quality of the River Cam.
A decision hasn’t yet been made as to where the new
facility to treat waste water will be built. These aren’t
popular to relocate because of the level of odour that
they can emit during the summer months.
This will expand the area around the new station that can
be used for development. The initial plans are to build
about 5,000 houses on land owned by Anglian Water
and Cambridge City Council; it also enables a further
3,000 houses to be built on adjacent land. There are also
plans to support the proposed employment growth in the area.
The development is envisaged as a low carbon district,
and has been chosen to receive a significant amount of
funding from central government, after the Chancellor
announced it was one of four schemes in the country set
to be awarded a share of £717 million. The project was
prioritised by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough
Combined Authority for the Housing Infrastructure
Fund in 2017.
With the proximity of the railway station, the Science
Park and surrounding business parks, the hope is to
attract residents who either work locally or commute on
public transport, rather than adding to the road
congestion along the A14, A10 and Milton Road.
Route chosen for the A428 upgrade
Highways England has chosen its preferred route for
improving the A428 between the Black Cat and Caxton
Gibbet roundabouts. This is for a dual carriageway that
will bridge the link between the two existing dual
sections of the A428. As with the section further east,
between Girton and Cambourne, the existing road will
be retained as a local route for village traffic.
The chosen route is the most northerly of the three
routes under consideration, passing close to the existing
A428 north of Croxton and Eltisley. In the consultation
it (the Orange route) was chosen by 83% of people who
took part in the consultation. The two more southerly
routes (Purple and Pink) were opposed by many of the
residents living in affected villlages, such as Abbotsley,
Waresley and Great Gransden.
Construction is scheduled to start in 2021/22, after the
A14 upgrade is completed in December 2020.
Cllr Tom Bygott
cllr@bygott.net
07765 475 513
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Girton Community Choir
The choir has now settled into its new home in the
North Room in St Andrew’s Church and we have
welcomed several new members. BUT we do have
room for a couple more. You don’t have to read
music – just the lyrics – and a sense of humour
helps. We consider ourselves choir members,
performing at various local events, but we are
friends, too, and we meet socially on occasion.
A recent programme on Radio 4 identified Brighton
as a Loneliness Hotspot and guess what people were
doing to remedy this situation? Yes! They were
joining choirs!
So why not come along
on a Wednesday evening
at 7.30pm to give us a
try? You would receive a
very warm welcome
from us all, including
this lovely lady who
coaches and encourages
us each week with a
smile!
See you soon?
For more information contact Jane on 01223
474667. Several people have done so already and
have not regretted it!

Concert for
Cam Sight
Easter Concert Orchestra,
conductor Steve Bingham,
leader Kate Clow.
We are delighted to be joined by the brilliant young
pianist, George Harliono, in a performance of the
Tchaikovsky Piano Concerto No 1.
The concert will also feature Shostakovich’s Festive
Overture and the wonderful 5th Symphony
by Carl Nielsen.
Saturday 13th April, West Road Concert Hall,
11 West Road, Cambridge, CB3 9DP
This is a production by Sean Rock on behalf of
Cam Sight with all ticket receipts and donations going
to Cam Sight. To book, please go to
www.camsight.org.uk/Event/concert-for-cam-sight.
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Jane Williams

Cambridge Gliding Centre
Open Day,
Sunday 5th May, 10am–4pm
Come and visit Gransden Lodge Airfield to find out
about the sport of gliding. All welcome. Discounted
trial gliding lessons with our qualified instructors
will be available using a choice of winch launch,
aerotow or motor glider. Call the office on 01767
677077 to book your flight in advance or just turn
up on the day. Refreshments. Free admission. Free
talks about gliding and static displays.
Airfield entrance on the B1046 between Little
Gransden and Longstowe, opposite Gransden Lodge
Farm (enter SG19 3EB into your SatNav).
More information online: www.camgliding.uk
or via Facebook: www.facebook.com/Cambridge
GlidingCentre.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Do you enjoy visiting beautiful
gardens?

EDDINGTON ACTIVITIES

If so, Girton Garden Society would love you to join
their members on our coach trips which are planned
for this summer to two well known gardens.

RHS Hyde Hall

RUNNING CLUB AT EDDINGTON
Run For Your Life has launched a friendly ‘get into
running’ session for complete beginners – every
Thursday from Eddington.

On Wednesday June 5th we are visiting the
outstanding Royal Horticultural Society gardens at
Hyde Hall, Essex (www.rhs.org.uk). On an
extensive hillside it has always been noted for its
roses, themed borders, woodland and ornamental
ponds and now the new Global Growth Vegetable
Garden.
We will leave Girton Church bus stop at 9.30am and
hope to return by 5.45pm. The cost, including entry
and automatic membership of GGS, for non
members is £22.50 per person.

Bressingham Gardens

On Wednesday 17th July we are visiting
Bressingham Steam and Gardens near Diss,
Norfolk (www.bressingham.co.uk). The gardens
cover 16 acres in total and include summer, winter
and fragrant gardens. Added attractions are the
steam train (cost included with your ticket), a
museum, the Dad’s Army Collection and The
Gallopers (carousel).

The group is open to all runners, from those who
cannot yet run continuously to those who want to
push themselves. All participants need a high-vis top
to take part.
The group sets off at 7pm from outside Sainsbury’s in
Eddington’s Market Square. Learn more here:
groups.runtogether.co.uk/RunForYourLifeCambridge
/Runs/Summary/6dafd32a-3b6d-437b-b90159ba6b7f8fa9.

foodPark
CONTINUES AT
EDDINGTON
We are delighted to
announce that, after a
successful trial,
foodPark will
continue to appear at
Eddington’s Market
Square throughout
the spring and
summer. foodPark is
every Friday 12–2pm in the Market Square, with
different food vans each week.
SPORTING FACILITIES LAUNCHED AT
EDDINGTON
A new set of sporting facilities in Eddington is
opening to the public.

We will leave Girton Church bus stop at 10am and
hope to return by 5.30pm. The cost is £23.25 per
person, which includes a ride on the steam train.

Located near the centre of Eddington, there is a
cricket pitch, sports pitches and trim trail available for
booking. A sports pavilion and cricket clubhouse
complete the suite of high-quality facilities.

For further details and booking forms
please contact Wendy Cattell on email at
wrc25@cam.ac.uk or tel. 01223 277534 or
email girtongardensociety@outlook.com.

If you or someone you know is interested in using the
sports facilities at Eddington, please visit
eddington-cambridge.co.uk/explore/sports or email
sports@eddington-cambridge.co.uk.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
GIRTON COLLEGE MUSIC SOCIETY
SUNDAY 28 APRIL at 2.30 pm (until 3.30 pm)
Stanley Library, Girton College
GOLDENBERG DUO
The Goldenberg Duo have performed together for forty
years; Susan Goldenberg has spent most of her career
as first violinist with the Kansas City Symphony, while
William, her brother, has been Distinguished Professor of
Piano at Northern Illinois University for almost four
decades. For their concert at Girton College (part of a
tour that embraces Edinburgh, Cheltenham, Amsterdam,
Paris and Brussels) they will perform works by composers
including Dvorak, Parry, Bridge and Bernstein.
Admission free; retiring collection.

GIRTON WALKING GROUP
Saturday 6th April: a walk along Coldham’s Brook.
Meet at Newmarket Road Park and Ride at 10am.
This walk is about 7 miles, but you can decide to
catch a bus back either to Cambridge or to the Park
and Ride, after about 5½miles.
Saturday 4th May: a walk to Grantchester and back.
Meet at Granta Place, Mill Lane, in Cambridge at
10am.
For more details contact Gina Lane,
ginaklane@aol.com.

will be
xxxxxxxx

April 2019

11

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Cambridgeshire Hearing Help
Advice about equipment for deafness is available to all;
in addition NHS hearing aid wearers can exchange
batteries and have hearing aids re-tubed.
Sessions are from 2pm to 4pm on the third Wednesday
of each month at Girton Baptist Church. These are free
sessions and no appointment is necessary. Should you
require a home visit please telephone 416141 between
9.30am and 12.30pm Monday to Friday.
More information can be found on our website
www.cambridgeshirehearinghelp.org.uk.

Calling All Gardeners
Girton Open Gardens will be held on
7 July 2019, 2–5pm,
as part of Girton Feast Week.

SILENT AUCTION OF ART
Work by local artists
Cotton Hall
Saturday 1st June

No matter if your garden is large or small,
wild or formal, please consider entering this
hugely enjoyable village event. A chance to catch
up with your neighbours and meet fellow
gardening enthusiasts.
If you’d like to open your garden or know more
details of what is involved, please contact Mary
Rodger on 277316 or mary.rodger32@gmail.com.
Closing date for entries is 15 June 2019.

Preview 3pm to 6.30pm
Bidding 6.30pm to 7.45pm
Refreshments and raffle
Free Entrance
All funds raised will be used by
St Andrew’s Action Abroad in support of
the Domboshawa House in Zimbabwe and
the Diocese of Kigali, Rwanda.

GIRTON GARDEN SOCIETY
Thursday 11th April at 7.30pm
St Vincent’s Close Community Centre
The Joy of Spring Borders
By Mr Roger Harvey
Competitions:
Three stems of any one flowering shrub
Three sticks of rhubarb
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Girton Glebe Primary School
Spring Jumble Sale
Friends of Girton Glebe (FOGG) would like to say a
huge thank you to everyone who donated, helped at and
came along to our spring jumble sale held on 9th
March. We very much appreciate the support we
receive from the Girton community and are delighted to
report that we raised over £1000 for the school which
will be put towards resources and activities for the school’s
pupils.
We are planning another jumble sale in September
2019. Details will be advertised in the Girton Parish
News and on the FOGG website
at www.foggpta.org.uk. We hope to see you there!
Friends of Girton Glebe,
Registered Charity 1098145
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footprint than that of a ‘snail mail’ letter. Clearly the
production of electricity and the technological device
does affect our environment but millions of emails
containing electronic documents are sent every day and I
suggest at a very much lower environmental cost than a
letter.

To The Editor:
Sam Clift, writing about his article’s email travels
between him on Tenerife, you in North Carolina, and
finally to Girton, was moved to exclaim: ‘Isn’t
technology wonderful?’ Well, yes it is; but then he goes
on to say, imagine the astronomical cost in stamps if it
had gone by post. So emails are cost-free? What about
all the hardware, devices, and electricity needed to make
them possible? And the impact on the environment? I
would like to think his tongue was in his cheek when he
wrote that, but I doubt if it was.
Presumably, by the way, you and Sam both flew to your
holiday destinations, a method of travel likewise enabled
by technology, but not exactly environmentally friendly!
Admittedly, more and more people now agree that we’re
damaging the environment, and action is needed, but
vast numbers remain unaware, indifferent, or dismiss it
as fake news.
All the same, I am not suggesting that we should return to
what’s dubbed snail mail, and vast expenditure on stamps!
Kind regards, Rivers Carew

Sam replies:
On writing the article my train of thought had been
prompted by something I had just read in a newspaper. It
stated that the price of stamps was to rise on the 25th
March 2019 by 3p both on first and second class stamps.
A first class stamp will cost 70p and a second class
stamp 61p and the cost of international postage will no
doubt rise in line with that.
Clearly Rivers is concerned about our carbon footprints,
us daring to take a foreign holiday. Let’s think for a
minute about the carbon footprint of a letter that might
travel from Tenerife to North Carolina and return a
couple of times before travelling from North Carolina to
England. The letter would have been collected by a
postman most probably driving a vehicle, placed on an
aeroplane and delivered by vehicle on arrival. This
would have been repeated a number of times and the
carbon footprint of that letter would probably have been
a size 12, large indeed. Paper is involved which also has
an environmental impact, our trees being cut down to
supply it.
Although there are costs both price wise and
environmentally in sending emails, fewer trees suffer
and I suggest that emails sent in a time that is often
measured in nanoseconds have a much lower carbon
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Should we return to horse drawn carriages, sailing ships,
holidays at Hunstanton and the feather quills so famous in
Girton?
Sam Clift

Girton Garden Society
On Thursday 14th March at our
7.30pm meeting at St Vincent’s Close
Community Centre, Rob Collins
talked to us about birds. His interest
and speciality is swifts, so they were
the focus of his excellent talk.
Swifts arrive in the north in late April or early May and
remain until August. They fly the equivalent of eight
times to the moon and back during their lifespan which
can be up to about 18 years. They are twice the size of
swallows and spend the majority of their lives on the
wing, whereas swallows and house martins occasionally
perch. Swifts feed, sleep and mate on the wing and start
breeding in May. Two or three eggs are the norm and
these hatch in about 19 days. The chicks, once they have
done sufficient press-ups in the nest, launch forth in
August, and are soon off to Africa. They may stay on the
wing for up to 4 years, before they mate and build a nest
– a shallow cup of straw and other material, cemented
together with saliva. The sites often chosen are under the
eaves of old buildings or in church towers. They
specially favour Russian buildings, with their nooks and
crannies. In Scotland they nest high in the tall Scots pines
in Abernethy forest.
After departure time in August, they can be in West
Africa in 5 days and arrive in the Congo in 10 days. They
are also found as far afield as South Africa.
The height at which they feed on airborne insects is often
above that of swallows – it can be 10,000 feet up – and
they prefer the rear of a weather depression where there
is an abundance of insects. A swift can easily fly to
Germany from the UK to feed. Parents, gathering food
for the chicks, can gather 100,000 insects a day, with up
to 1,000 at a time.
Rob also told us about Hope Farm, in nearby Knapwell,
run by the RSPB. It is a conventional farm but with the
emphasis on encouraging birds. In stands of mature
wheat they leave small empty spaces from which
skylarks can take off. They cannot live in the tracks left
by vehicles as foxes patrol these.
Hope Farm has an Open Day on the 9th June, 10am to 4pm.
Felicia Moor
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News for Older
Residents
Men’s Shed
Like other enthusiasts, I am really pleased that real
progress is now being made with this project. In this
communal space people can gather together to pass on
their skills and expertise and/or learn new skills and
ways of mending, restoring, creating, renovating in a
relaxed and sociable environment. The possibilities are
endless.
Staying Stronger for Longer Campaign
The key to remaining independent is to keep active and
prevent falls. Regularly doing the Super Six exercises
will help in this respect. I still have plenty of the leaflets
to give away, so let me know if you want one.
As part of this campaign there will be a Functional
Fitness session on Wednesday 15th May from 2–4pm in
Orchard Close Community Room. It will be led by Ellen
Bridges of Let’s Get Moving Cambridgeshire which is
funded by Cambs County Council Health Committee.
Jane Jones of Forever Active will also be there for
advice and to answer questions and I will provide some
refreshments. For more information or to book a place
contact Ellen on 01954 713294 or email her at
ellen.bridges@scambs.gov.uk.

Arlington Manor Care Home wins
N
national
design award
e
Arlington Manor Care Home, which opened in September
w was awarded the ‘Best New Care Home’ title at the
2018,
s
prestigious
Pinders Healthcare Design Awards. These
awards
seek
to acknowledge the contribution made by
f
designers, architects and the owners of care homes,
o
hospitals and other care schemes to the well-being and
r
quality
of life for those in their care.
O
On being shortlisted, they received a cheque for £500
towards
the charity of their choice. They selected the East
l
Anglian
Air Ambulance and Barbara McGee, Community
d
Fundraising Area Manager for East Anglian Ambulance,
e ‘The East Anglian Air Ambulance is proud to be
said:
r
associated
with Arlington Manor and their support for us
has
been
incredible,
with £1,500 having been donated
R
since they have opened. Donations such as these help
e
towards keeping our life saving service in the air and also
s our current quest to become a 24/7 service.’
in

Gretton Court Strength and Balance Class
This group would be happy to have more residents and
non-residents join them on Wednesdays at 10.30am. One
attendee told me the exercises ‘increases their flexibility’
and another said they were a ‘lot more mobile’ due to
doing the exercises. It is great to hear these comments.
Those attending are welcome to enjoy a cuppa in the
Conservatory after the class. All the drinks cost 50p but
it is best to have the right coins as the machine does not
give any change!
Citizens Advice
Do remember to use this free service if, and when, you
need help and/or advice. An advisor is available every
Wednesday afternoon from 1–4pm in St Vincent’s
Close. No appointment is needed, you just turn up. Their
help and advice can at times save people money,
particularly in the area of changing energy providers.
Scams and Fraud
Please continue to be mindful of the clever fraudsters
who continually think of new ways to steal our money in
any way possible. Far too frequently I get email alerts on
a particular current threat. Action Fraud Helpline number
is 0300 123 2040.
Last but not least … Happy Easter!
Patricia Johnston
Older Residents’ Co-ordinator
Tel: 07469 660 866, Email:
patricia.johnston@ageukcap.org.uk
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Design innovations at the home include a physio room, a
i
music
room, a celebrations room which can be reserved
for
d functions, a winter and summer terrace and an outdoor
putting
green. Outside there are landscaped gardens
e
designed by award-winning landscape architect, the late
n Fountain.
David

t
s

A
r
e
y
o
u
o
v
e
r panel of expert judges visited the home in February
A
6
along
with two of its competitors before coming to their
decision. Entrants were judged on room and en suite sizes,
facilities made available to residents, use of outdoor space,
level of ambiance and interior and exterior design.
Lisa Vile
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Girton WI

Easter Bouncy Castle Day for All
Please join us on Monday 8th April for our infamous
inflatable bouncy castle day at Girton Rec between
11am and 4pm. We have hired the biggest assault
course we can find, the ‘impossible ladder’ and a mini
bouncy castle for the smaller ones! We would love to
see as many members of the Girton community there
and the event is completely free! Fingers crossed for
some good weather.
With the support, and funding, from Girton Town
Charity we are able to offer a variety of different
activities and opportunities for the young people of
Girton. We are always welcoming new people to join us
on either a Monday or Thursday evening, so if you are a
young person aged between 8 and 18 and want a place
where you can hang out with your mates and have some
fun, check us out on our Facebook page or website:
ymcatrinitygroup.org.uk/family-support/gyp/.
Club times are as follows:
Monday group is for ages between 7–11, from 4:30pm–6pm.
Thursday group is for ages between 11–18, from 5pm–9pm.
If you are interested in being part of or enrolling your
young person on to the youth project, please email
Frances at frances.roach@ymcatrinity.org.uk or contact
07771 357187.
Frances

Grant Funding
for Small and
Medium
Businesses
Small and medium
businesses in
Cambridgeshire can access Grant Funding and Free
Energy Efficiency reviews, thanks to ERDF funding.
The Business Energy Efficiency programme can
potentially provide grant funding up to a maximum of
£20,000, or 25% of project costs, to eligible businesses
for energy efficiency improvement measures0 such as
LED lighting, heating, insulation and solar PV.
The pot of grant funding is limited and businesses are
urged to register their interest by 30th June 2019 at
www.beecp.org/sign-up or call 01733 882549 or email
info@beecp.co.uk.
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Our Annual Meeting was
held on 6th March. It was
very well attended and no
snow this year was an
added bonus to the
numbers present. Susie
our President opened the
meeting and we sang a hearty rendition of Jerusalem; it
was very tuneful, with no accompaniment.
Susie gave us her Annual Report, which was dispersed
with much merriment, due to the sound system being
intermittent and music also coming out of the speakers.
The other members who were reporting to us decided it
was better not to use the microphone and just to speak a
bit louder, which proved much more efficient. We heard
from Hannah Wyborn, our Treasurer for the last year,
who presented us with copies of the accounts. We all
agreed that those that have attended have enjoyed the
films chosen by Jill Sparks, our Film Club Coordinator.
She always tries to select a Silver Screen performance
and we often go for lunch or coffee and cake afterwards.
Jill also spoke about Craft Club on behalf of Sue Brittain
and herself. This is a well attended group and is providing
a sociable outlet as well as a chance to share craft ideas.
This Club is open to everyone and not just WI members.
Janis Killick was thanked for organising the Walking
Group. Our Outings Coordinator Mary Orris, who has
held this post for 11 years, spoke about the many outings
and craft days that the CFWI have put on and how well
attended they have been by Girton WI members (48
events in total). Trips to Southwold and Countryfile Live,
Jigsaw Challenge, Federation Quiz, places of historical
interest, and rag wreath making are just a few to mention.
After the reports it was time to elect a President for the
following year. The only person willing to stand was
Susie Cumming (our present President), and after a paper
vote Susie was duly re-elected. The other members of last
year’s committee were all willing to stay in post except
Hilary Howlett who is standing down after two years of
helping to coordinate the year’s speaker programme
alongside Wendy Hunter. Susie thanked Hilary, who was
not present, and flowers were delivered to her. We gladly
welcomed two new committee members, Pat Mills and
Merilyn Burt, and we look forward to a successful year.
Our May meeting will be the first to be held in the new
William Collyn Community Centre and we are looking
forward to making it Girton WI’s new home. The
meetings will be on the first Wednesday of every month
and a new programme of speakers and events is going to
press very soon. Please note that our meeting on
Wednesday 3rd April will still be held in Abbeyfield and
our speaker will be Robert Burridge on the subject of
Titanic. Please do come along and join us, for this exciting
year of events to celebrate Girton WI’s 100th Birthday.
Wendy Hall
17
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As I write this in late February, I am looking out on a
scene of apparent devastation in my own garden, for we
have the landscapers in. The garden was, we are told,
laid out many years ago by a founder member of the
Girton Garden Society; but subsequent owners did not
share their enthusiasm, and it had become very
overgrown and neglected. You could see that it had once
been loved – but a long time ago. When we moved to
this house in 2015, our first act was to invite a team of
tree surgeons in to remove what seemed to be a minicopse in our back garden – it took five men 5 days to
clear the trees, and we still have several mature
specimens! At the moment, it looks even worse of
course, with diggers and dumpers moving around, and
all the grass stripped out. We are just bearing in mind
that in a year or so, it’s going to look lovely …
For those of you whose gardens are settled and waiting,
it’s the end of a dreary winter. Gardeners feel an
ambivalence about April: we long to go out and sow
seeds, but the ground can be frozen or sodden, the
weather cold and windy. Nonetheless, after one of the
hottest Februaries on record, our gardens are definitely
coming to life (especially the weeds), and there are
innumerable tasks to be getting on with.
The aforesaid pesky weeds will already be romping
away. It’s important to stop annual weeds before they set
seed. If March has been mild as February was, you might
already have missed that boat, but get on top of them
now and pull them out. The real horrors, perennials such
as couch grass, ground elder (which latter seems to be
more prevalent in Girton than it was where I used to live
in Harrow), horsetail (ditto), and bindweed, are going to
start smirking at you this month too. (“Thought you’d
got me eh?”) I’ve found the best way to control them is a
really tough ground membrane – that thick stuff with a
blue stripe has been quite effective; but horsetail can get
through anything, and I’ve decided to leave the ground
as lawn where it grows, and keep mowing.
If you grow fruit, the blossom may already be opening,
and is very vulnerable to frost damage if we get a sudden
cold snap. Have lots of lengths of fleece ready to be
grabbed in the evening. You can drape wall grown trees,
bushes and even small free-standing trees: for larger
trees, you can only cross your fingers. I have a fig tree in
my Girton garden, and have lost every fig not to frost,
but to a squirrel, each year since we came here. This
time, I’ve been saving those plastic wire bags that onions
and oranges are sold in, to tie over each individual fig. It
will be time consuming and will look awful; but it might
save the figs. If your fig tree is overgrown with long bare
April 2019

branches, you might need to
do some pruning – this can be
done this month. Take out a
few branches over successive
years, leaving a short stub at
the end. I also have some
citrus trees in pots; if you do
too, it’s time to start summer
feeding. Last year, in that hot
summer, I picked both limes
and lemons. Your houseplants
will need to be fed from April
onwards too, as well as
possibly repotted, and watering will need to be increased.
You can also start feeding shrubs and roses this month.
Watch out too for aphids and fungus on new rose growth,
which can start as early as April.
If the soil is reasonably moist and warm, it may be safe to
sow seeds of hardy plants and vegetables outdoors now,
where they are to grow. Scatter flower seeds
naturalistically, but sow vegetables and cutting flowers in
drills to help with weeding and thinning out. Look too at
lawns to see where the winter has left bare patches.
Returfing or seeding can be carried out if conditions are
favourable.
If you have vulnerable young shoots coming through,
beware of the predation of slugs and snails, because
they’ll be stirring if the weather is mild. If you garden
organically, the blue (metaldehyde) pellets are out. In any
case, DEFRA has banned them from sale from June 2019,
and existing stocks must be used by early 2020. Some
people prefer to live and let live, but most of us would
really rather they didn’t eat our precious plants. There are
innumerable organic methods of control, such as coffee
grounds, egg shells and copper rings on containers. None
of these have ever
really worked for
me. Night time
patrols work if
you can face it,
although that
presumably is
more of a problem
for allotment
holders!
Earlier spring bulbs may be starting to go over, depending
on what the preceding weeks have been like heat-wise. If
they are, remember to cut off the flower heads so they
don’t waste energy producing seeds. You want them to
store energy for next year’s flowers. Is anybody else
disappointed by the short life span of tulips these days? I
notice that gardening advice seems now to be to treat
them as annuals. I’m sure my mother’s went on for years.
And if the weather is awful, at least Gardeners’ World is
back on our TV screens on a Friday evening!
Gina Lane, Girton Garden Society
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“The Gondoliers”
Girton Musical Theatre is going from strength to strength, having celebrated the
successful staging of its 30th show! For this special occasion the society returned
to its first show, with one cast member and the group’s mascot (a winged lion,
with a bit of a makeover) appearing from the original production. The society has
also been nominated for a technical award by NODA East (National Operatic and
Dramatic Association, Eastern Region) for the set and costumes from last year’s
production of The Merry Widow.
Make sure to buy your tickets in good time next year, as we had to turn people
away on the Saturday night! For a full show report see www.noda.org.uk/show-reports/the-gondoliers-1552479151.
Girton Musical Theatre can be contacted on info@girtonmusicaltheatre.org.uk, or phone Helen (tel. 276940).
A selection of photos by Vish Chandradearan from the recent production of “The Gondoliers”.

“Roses white and roses red”
“That Gondolier had perished”

“The Duke of Plaza Toro always leads everybody!”
“For the merriest fellows are we…
with quipping and quaffing…”

Act 1 set - Venice and gondola

“They will never, never, never cross the sea again!”
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“Away they go to an Island fair”
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“Proclaim their graces, O ye double basses”

“And so to the top of every tree
promoted everybody!”

“Dance a Cachucha”

The Musical Director

“She of beauty was a model, when a
tiny tiddle toddle”
“Hail O King, of a golden land”

Cast at end of show with king and queen

April 2019
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News from Girton Glebe Primary School
News from Girton
Glebe Primary School
We have had a range of
exciting visitors in school
over the last four weeks who
have enriched the wonderful
work which has been taking
place within the classrooms at Girton Glebe Primary.
Please read on for a round-up of the last month’s news
and events …
Jumble Sale Success
Many thanks to our ever fabulous FOGG committee for
their work in organising the Spring Jumble Sale which
took place on 9 March. The event raised an amazing
£1100 for Girton Glebe and I must extend our thanks to
all members of the local community who came out in
support of this!
Music Live!
On 19 March, we were very excited to welcome Simon
Mayor and Hilary James to Girton Glebe, as we took
part in Cambridgeshire Music Live, the annual festival
of events offering young people a taste of world-class
music up close. Simon is one of the world’s foremost
mandolinists, and Hilary a singer, guitarist, artist and
trained teacher; as a duo, they combine a truly diverse
array of talents into a hugely entertaining show, which
the children enjoyed before taking part in music
workshops. It was a real pleasure in welcoming the duo
to Girton Glebe and our pupils thoroughly enjoyed their
morning of music!
Comic Relief – Mission: Impossible?
In support of Comic Relief on March 15, Girton Glebe
pupils took part in a range of Mission: Impossible?
challenges set by staff to raise money for the charity.
The children were charged with six challenges which
can be seen below:
1. Create the best sculpture made entirely out of toast
2. Take an impressive photograph
3. Create the best picture using just one toilet roll
4. The best use of a wire coat hanger
5. Create the longest line of pasta

The Big Pedal
In the run-up to Easter, we once again took part in the
Sustrans Big Pedal. The Big Pedal is the UK’s largest
inter-school cycling, walking and scooting challenge,
and our staff, parents and pupils were challenged to
choose human power for their journey to school
between 25 March and 5 April. Our thanks as ever to the
village community for their support of us during Big
Pedal fortnight, which sees an increase in pupils cycling
to school, and hopefully a decrease in school-related
traffic!
Mr Andrew Simpson
Headteacher

Garden Tip of the Month – April
“April showers bring forth May flowers”, but what if
there aren’t any?
In 2003 I had the good fortune to visit gardens in China
for 3 weeks in early spring, and when I got home I was
surprised to learn that while we were away no rain had
fallen, in fact there was scarcely any rain for 6 weeks
that spring. Spring flowers went over in half the usual
time, and the “June Gap” was more acute than usual. My
previous attempts to predict the next month’s weather
have been rather wide of the mark, and I hope this
solemn note is just as wrong as usual! If, however, there
hasn’t been plenty of rain in late March do consider
watering spring bulbs, and any plants you move, plant
out, or have planted out in the last six months, as the last
year has been drier than usual. If you apply spring lawn
fertilizer be prepared to water it in if no rain occurs
within a couple of days of the application, or risk
stressing the grass, which may then struggle and look
patchy.
April is the last chance to do some (rather overdue)
pruning, and a good month to take stock of your garden
plants and make plans for your gardening year. Try to
stagger the sowing of tender plants, for the vegetable
and flower garden, to avoid having too many seedlings
all needing the best sunny position on glasshouse
benches or windowsills, before you can shift them out to
harden off in May.
George Thorpe

6. Bring in an object which looks like something else
The children could enter a maximum of two challenges
and brought donations to Comic Relief with each of
their entries. The level of ingenuity was truly amazing
and we saw fabulous entries for each of the
competitions including a toaster made of toast, a rock
that resembled a seal and a line of pasta measuring over
215 metres! Please see our Twitter feed
@GirtonGlebePS for images from this event. Well
done to all who took part in this fundraiser!
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Girton Bowls Club
Now Spring and the lighter nights
have come our minds are turning to
the Outdoor bowls season. The green
is being prepared and cutting has
started in readiness for our first Club
night on 11th April.
Playing in four Outdoor leagues this year, we have a
very varied and full fixture list, and are hoping that this
season is a successful one for the Club. The completion
of the William Collyn Community Centre and its
availability for our use has made it possible for the Club
to organise an Open Triples Competition. This has been
arranged for Saturday 15th June and gives us an
opportunity to showcase our excellent bowls green and
also the Centre. We are very pleased that Peasgood and
Skeates (Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons)
have agreed to sponsor the event , which we hope will
be well supported by players from other local bowls
clubs.
The Indoor/Outdoor league, played at Chesterton Indoor
Bowls Centre, is coming to an end with the Club having
mixed fortunes in the recent matches – a 4–2 win
against Comberton and a 0–6 loss to Coleridge. With
some matches still to play we currently lie just below
half-way in the league table. An improvement on last
year’s results!
We continue to play in the Short Mat Bowls league
played at Cottenham Bowls Club. Everyone is enjoying
this new form of bowls even though we haven’t had
much success in this our first season. We were hoping
to be able to run this format of bowls in the centre in
2019/20 but discussions with the Centre management
lead us to believe that this may not be possible.
The Club has its
first individual
competition
winner! We are
very proud of
Janet Graaff
who won the
Cambridge and
District
League’s
Ladies’ Singles
competition.
Unfortunately
Janet was unable to attend the League Presentation
evening to receive her trophy, but Paul Tippett, Captain
of the Club’s C & D League, was delighted to collect it
on her behalf (see picture).
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We are delighted that the William Collyn Community
Centre is now open and welcome this wonderful
facility. The Club has been having discussions with the
Centre management over our use and the associated
cost. We are disappointed with the high cost that we
may have to pay, and also the Terms and Conditions for
the use of the Centre. Our discussions are continuing
and we hope that we can come to a solution that is
agreeable to us and the Centre because we do so wish to
make full use of the facilities on offer.
We are always looking for new members and our first
Club night is on Thursday 11th April at 6pm. Do come
along if you are interested. We have bowls that you can
use and coaching is available to inexperienced (and
experienced) bowlers. The only requirement is that you
wear flat soled shoes on the bowls green. Please contact
the Secretary, Margaret McCall on margaret.mccall
@ntlworld.com for more details. You can also visit our
Website at www.girtonbowlsclub@weebly.com to catch
up with events and photos of our activities to date.
Margaret McCall

Girton Golf Club
Here we are in mid-March and
winter seems to have ended before it
has begun with much warmer days
and even some sunshine. The golf
course is looking more and more
gorgeous with our team of
greenkeepers doing a fabulous job of
delivering the course in wonderful condition as the
competitive season starts both internally and with
matches against other clubs.
Socially the year has gone really well with lots of
events including fish and chip supper, pie night, steak
night, quiz nights and a spectacular sell out Punjabi
Party Night in March with brilliant Bhangra dancers
and delicious food. We have a Chinese Night on 20th
April with dinner by the talented team at The Black
Bull, Longstanton – not sure if there will still be tickets
available when you read this but certainly it is worth
calling in and asking. It will be a real treat!
Another great night is coming up on Saturday May
18th, when we have a fabulous ABBA tribute band,
ABBA Stars, performing at the golf club. With a light
meal, it will only cost £20 a ticket for members, or £25
for guests including the usual 12 months Social
Membership. You will need to get in quick for tickets
for this night as they will go like hot cakes. It is really
worthwhile getting Social Membership at just £10 an
individual or £15 a couple, and remember you get 20%
off food and drink prices, plus member rates for events.
We have shifted a little at the club on our membership
offerings and now full 7 day Membership is available
for under £78 a month and Associate Membership for
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less than £28 per month. For those people who have
little free time but would like to keep, or gain, a
handicap we have also introduced 9 hole qualifiers on a
Friday afternoon and evening. This is a good way to
keep playing and meet new golfers, yet spend less time
on your golf while still being a member of a club with a
proper handicap – maybe play 9 holes with a pal and
grab a meal before or after, or just a quick pint or G&T.
As a member you can also play 9/18 holes at any time
and put in supplementary cards to our handicap
secretary to help support your handicap. This is a great
offering to Associate Members and a real reason to join
on that basis. Talk to the guys in the Pro Shop for more
information.

We are looking for new players, so please come along.
Girton Netball training sessions are run on a pay and
play basis at £5 (first session is free) so you can come
as and when you’re able. They are held at Girton
Recreation Ground on a Monday evening 6.30–7.45pm
(term-time) – if you would like to come along, please
contact Mel at girton.village.netball@gmail.com or see
our Facebook page at http://tinyurl.com/girton-netball
for information on when and where we’ll next be
meeting.
Claire Chapman

Girton Tennis Club
We held our club’s AGM on
Monday 25th March at the
George Inn, Girton and our thanks
go to the George for hosting us
again this year. The minutes
should be on our website by the
time this article is published.

The Ladies competitions have already started and Linda
Pauley won the first qualifying Stableford of the year
on 7th March with 34 points. Whilst this was a midweek qualifier, all of the ladies’ major competitions are
played at weekends, ensuring that all members,
working or not, can get to play.
I hope to see you all soon at an upcoming event or
maybe just in the bar enjoying the outlook and a coffee
and cake, perhaps even on the course in the near future.
Alan Henderson-Smith
Tel: 01223 276169
www.girtongolf.co.uk

Girton Netball Club
We have reached the end of the
season and we came first! OK,
we came first in the Fun
Tournament but that’s brilliant
considering how many teams
were playing. Actually, we came
third in the league (which is also brilliant). It has been a
season plagued with injuries but we will return at the
end of April, fighting fit and ready to compete for first
place in the Summer League.
We had a couple of great triumphs in our last few
matches – we played Wildcats and won 20–12 and in a
tough match against the Tigers we won 21–18. In our
final match against the Vikings we lost by 5 goals. We
have made our coach Helen very proud.

Our club membership year starts from the 1st April so
now is the time to renew your membership or consider
joining us to get best value from your annual payment.
The latest rates, with details of early payment
discounts, are published on our website. We play on
the Girton Recreation Ground courts and members who
purchase a key have court access during most daylight
hours. The club runs a free supervised session for
juniors from 6.30 to 7.30pm on Friday evenings
(weather permitting) and club members play from
7.30pm. Potential new members are very welcome to
come along to our Friday club nights for one or two
free sessions to check it all out.
We are delighted to offer tennis coaching by accredited
LTA coach David Nation. David has many years of
experience working at local clubs, both with junior and
adult players. The coaching programme will run on
Tuesdays from 5.00 to 8.00pm during the Summer
Term: from 23rd April to 21st May (5 weeks) then
from Tuesday 4th June to 16th July (7 weeks). Each
session will be approximately 1 hour long. Junior and
adult groups will be confirmed based on the numbers
interested.
The cost of the complete 12 week course is £24 per
person for tennis club members (£48 for nonmembers). The courses will be beneficial for anyone
wanting to learn tennis and for those looking to
improve their strokes. If you are interested in taking
part, please reserve your place very soon by emailing
coaching@girtontennisclub.uk.
Details about all our activities can be found on our
website www.girtontennisclub.uk or by contacting our
Membership Secretary Kevin Keeves on 276660 or by
email at info@girtontennisclub.uk.
Alan Franklin
…continued on page 26
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Girton Colts Football Club
Girton’s Mini Kickers section
continues to flourish with regular
Saturday morning sessions for
children in reception and 1st school
years. The club is keen to recruit
more boys and girls from the
reception year group to expand the section going
forwards. Anyone interested can email info@girtoncolts
.co.uk. The older children have been playing some
friendly matches against other clubs as they prepare to
enter the league, as Under 7s, next season.
The Club’s U7–U11 Girls only training session is up and
running and we are really excited to see this grow in our
village. If your daughter would like to join us on
Saturday morning, please get in contact.
Since the last newsletter, the U8s have welcomed a new
player into the team and have been enjoying the
technical training sessions with the Norwich City FC
coaches. The team continues to improve and players
enjoy playing in different positions at matches. The
players look forward to finishing the Lent term on a high
with a friendly match in Bottisham.
The Colts U9s continue to enjoy their football and
managed a great away win at Manea, expanding their
football education by learning to overcome strong winds
and a sloping pitch. Most importantly, yet another new
scorer was added to the season’s statistics, meaning 10
of the 12 squad players have now scored at least one
goal. Unfortunately, the match this past weekend ended
in a home loss to Bottisham, but the boys are looking
forward to the final few games of the season over the
coming month.

Over Day Centre –
Vacancy for New Trustee
Over Day Centre is a registered charity
that provides professional care, catering
to individual needs, in an environment that is friendly,
engaging and health & safety conscious. Established in
1989, we have many years of experience in the care
sector and now serve a much larger South
Cambridgeshire population than just the village of Over.
We support our clients in their desire to maintain social
interaction and to stay as independent and active as
possible. Our services also provide much needed
support and respite for carers and families.
Over Day Centre is looking for a new trustee to join the
forward-looking board, with an interest in enhancing
facilities and services for the elderly. While some
experience of governance would be an advantage, we
are looking for a new team member able to contribute to
overseeing and leading on the development of the
Centre. Some experience in human resource
management would be a plus – but this is not a prerequisite.
The Centre has a strong band of volunteers, who help in
a wide range of ways, and is strong financially. It
organises a wide range of events both to benefit clients
and to develop links with local businesses and
organisations.
For more information please contact the Day Centre by
phone 01954 231807 or email admin@overdaycentre.
co.uk and our Chairman, Steve Couper, will get back you.

The U11s have won their last five matches with recent
wins against Ely and Cambourne. They are also enjoying
extra training sessions with coaches from Norwich City.
Girton Colts U16s continue to plug away in their last
few remaining games of the season but sadly have not
been able to get the results that are needed to get them
off the bottom of the table. They have played well in
patches but some errors in the first half have simply left
them too much to do in the second half.
It has been a tough league and whilst the scorelines
don’t necessarily reflect the performances in the games
by the team, it is the case that our points tally does not
lie. Whatever happens this season, there has been good
commitment from those players who have turned out
week after week and as we move into the last two
fixtures, we will continue to try and secure some more
points.
Kevin White
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Celebrating
25 Years of
Childcare
2019 is a special year for us as Scallywags will be
celebrating its 25th year of childcare.
Scallywags first opened its doors to welcome our little
people on 5th April 1994 – in Girton. Girton nursery
was a small setting providing childcare for just 15
children and the founders, Ian and Alison Bradley, had
a vision to extend and excel not only in outstanding
provision, but also in outdoor play and activities.
25 years on we are incredibly proud to be able to offer
the best childcare we can to over 150 children per day,
across our two settings. Alongside which we have our
very own in-house Forest School environment,
providing Forest School sessions every day for many of
our children. At these sessions children are encouraged
to understand and respect nature and animals, through a
series of activities and hands-on sessions, which build
confidence and a life long connection with the
environment. We are also very proud to have been
awarded the first ever plaque from the Green Light
Trust, to reflect the dedication and commitment of
delivering Forest Sessions here at Scallywags.

Information Sought -

For the attention of
any Girton residents with an interest in local history:
I live in Bassingbourn, but am currently researching the
Crick (sometimes called ‘Creek’) family from Girton,
who I believe may have moved away from Girton to
Great Wilbraham in Victorian times, and am
particularly interested in finding out more about the
early life and ancestors of Emma Crick. Born in Girton
in about 1836, she later married a Great Wilbraham
shopkeeper and post-master, Samuel Stubbings. Emma
died in Cambridge in about 1912. Emma had a sister,
Elizabeth (or Ellen) Crick, who was born about 1823
and who married another Great Wilbraham man, John
Burling. Emma’s parents are believed to have been
Ann(e) Stanford and John Crick/Creek who married in
Girton in about 1814. I would love to know more about
Emma’s family and her younger life in Girton before
her marriage – where they lived and worked, and if
possible, who their earlier ancestors were!
If any Girton Parish News readers have any information
about this, or know of any publications about the history
of Girton that might help me, I can be reached at
katerosevear@btinternet.com. Many thanks.
Kate Rosevear

Scallywags continues to thrive and be a wonderful,
happy and exciting place to be, for children from
babies right through to our pre-schoolers, who will be
heading off to big school come September.
May we take this time, to say a massive ‘thank you’ to
all our parents, past and present, who have supported
us on our journey. We are extremely grateful for your
continued business. Thank you again; it has been a
terrific adventure so far, with more adventures to come.
Alison & Ian Bradley
Founders

Volunteering at Girton Green
Chris Stock, aged 27, started working at Abbeyfield
Girton Green in October 2018 supporting the Chef Colin
Scott with food preparation. Chris, who has learning
disabilities, was made aware of volunteering through
Cambridge Council for Voluntary Service. Chris said,
‘Because of my disability I need to work with people
who have a lot of patience. Working at Girton Green has
been fun and helped me grow in confidence.’
Chris works two days a week and hopes one day to
become a Chef. Operations Manager Andrew Watson
said, ‘We are pleased that Chris is enjoying volunteering
with us and privileged to be in a position to be able to
offer opportunities for learning and development.’
Andrew Watson
Operations Manager
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Cottontails Preschool
This month, construction activites
have been very popular with the
children. They have made houses
and vehicles for themselves with the
big builder blocks and at forest
school they built a ladder which has stood the test of
time and has been used for some weeks now to climb up
into the trees.

Anglo-Saxon artefacts excavated from the Girton
College site and an Egyptian mummy. The children
asked excellent questions and worked well to find all of
the artefacts that were on their ticksheets.
Cottontails are actively seeking local volunteers to join
our committee and help us with fundraising. All of the
experience, ideas and input we can receive from new
committee members means we can continue to run our
fantastic pre-school for the local children of Girton.

For Shrove Tuesday, everyone had a turn at trying to flip
pancakes and there was much debate about which is the
best pancake topping!

We have children’s places available for the summer term
for children aged 2–4 years and are accepting
applications for autumn term and beyond too.

We have now begun inter-generational sessions with
visits to Arlington Manor care home which will now be
a regular visit. So far, they have been very successful;
the children have been interacting with the seniors at the
care home, reading stories with them, and we have sung
songs to them. The children are developing in
confidence, empathy and social skills through this
experience and we are seeing the positive results of the
sessions every time we go. Thank you very much
Arlington Manor for making us feel so welcome.

If you would like any further informaton about
Cottontails, please visit our website www.cottontails
preschool.org or contact us on 07935 224607 or
info@cottontailspreschool.org.
Laura Norman
Cottontails Preschool Manager
manager@cottontailspreschool.org

Debbie Chalmers
XDebbie Chalmers was a NNEB
nursery nurse and childcare
author who moved to Girton in
1996. She was active in the
village, organising children’s
drama groups at the WI Hall,
and working at Cottontails
Preschool and Girton Glebe
School. For more than 30 years,
she worked with hundreds of
children and young people,
helping many of them to learn
new skills and have fun.
We have also been on a very exciting outing to The
Lawrence Room at Girton College this month. We took
the bus to the college which was definitely a highlight of
the outing for the children! At the college, the children
looked around the amazing collection which includes

In late January, she had a severe asthma attack, and she
was taken to the intensive care unit at Addenbrooke’s in
Cambridge. She was comfortable, and in no pain, but she
did not regain consciousness. On the first of February, she
slipped away from us, in the most peaceful way that we
could have hoped for. She was 52, and leaves four
children who are now aged 18 to 25. Her funeral took
place at the Crematorium on 25th February and was
attended by more than 150 people.
Donations to Asthma UK in Debbie’s memory are very
welcome and can be made at www.asthma.org.uk/ or via
Debbie’s tribute page at deborah-chalmers.muchloved.com.
Debbie’s family would like to thank everyone for the
many cards and kind words and thoughts they have
received. All will be treasured.
David Chalmers
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Church can change your perspective

Transformation
A couple of weeks ago I heard a talk by a prison
chaplain from Whitemore. He was a compelling speaker
and gave us real insight into his work and the variety of
prisoners he looked after. He told us how prisoners
really appreciated visits from people on the outside,
especially prisoners without close family ties. As a
chaplain he had heard many stories of how people ended
up in prison, but the most rewarding aspect of his work
was seeing transformation in the lives of some of the
people he worked among. He also said that facing up to
what they had done was the first step towards
transformation.

even, and especially, in extremis. And Jesus is willing to
wipe the slate clean despite the former record of wrongs.
The Resurrrection of Jesus is overwhelmingly about new
life in all its guises. As Jesus was transformed so he
offers to us the possibility of transformation in him, if
we dare to seek it.
Mandy

Believing in a person’s ability and desire to transform is
not easy. For reasons strongly relating to selfpreservation, many of us struggle with a deeply rooted
cynicism and scepticism. Outside the venue after the talk
I spoke to someone who said that they would struggle to
do the work of a prison chaplain because they would
always be thinking ‘once a criminal, always a criminal’.
We agreed that forgiveness was often very difficult and
wondered whether ‘forgive and forget’ was ever truly
possible after the most heinous crimes – a subject way
beyond the scope of this article. Forgiveness is hard
enough, but rarely do we forget on a conscious or subconscious level.
A long time ago my training incumbent did the funeral
of someone whose next-of-kin was a prisoner. This
person came along to talk about the funeral
arrangements with a police officer by his side and
another close by. By way of introduction he began the
conversation with, ‘You should know that X’s mother is
dead because I killed her.’ It took a few seconds for this
to register. I looked over at my incumbent and saw a
nervous look cross his face. All the normal questions
were asked and the arrangements were made. We were
not in a position to ask ‘the back story’.
As we draw near to Easter and some of us recall the
Easter story, we might make some sort of connection
here with Jesus on the Cross in the middle of two
criminals; one on his right and the other on his left.
Maybe they are terrorists, or robbers or murderers? We
are not told about their specific crimes. One of the
criminals challenges Jesus to ‘save himself and us’ and
joins in with the mockery of the by-standers. The other
criminal acknowledges his guilt, upbraids his partner-incrime and asks Jesus to forgive him. It is an incredibly
powerful scene. In the midst of all the pain and
brokenness (on every level – physical, societal,
emotional), Jesus welcomes this penitent into the
Kingdom of God. Transformation, it seems, is possible,
April 2019

For Hire: North Room
adjoining St Andrew’s
What is available?
A modern centrally heated room linked to the rear
of the church. Ideal for meetings of up to 12
with tea/coffee making facilities, toilet facilities
and adjacent car parking at the Recreation Ground.
The charges: £10 per hour.
Contact details: Bookings via the Rector
on 01223 276235.
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St Andrew’s Church

Girton Baptist Church

Rector: The Revd Dr Mandy Maxwell
The Rectory, 42 Church Lane, Girton CB3 0JP
Tel: 276235
Email: girtonstandrews@gmail.com
Website: www.girton.church

Minister: Revd Nick Lowe
219 Wellbrook Way, Girton CB3 0GL
Tel: 279289

Associate Priest: The Revd Christine Barrow
Tel: 575089
Email: mcbarrow@me.com

Website: www.girtonbaptistchurch.org.uk

Curate: The Revd Diana Johnson
Tel: 07377 866567
Email: diana.johnson@cantab.net
Licensed Lay Ministers:
Mr Dugald Wilson
Tel: 276940
Mrs Christina Deacon Tel: 525337
Churchwardens:
Mr Bruce and Mrs Wendy Hunter
Tel: 503958

Sunday Services: April
7th

10.00am
7.00pm

Secretary: Mrs Virginia Rootham-Smith
Tel: 926807

Sunday Services: April
We welcome families with children of whatever
age. Classes with interactive activities are available
for children each week during the morning service.
Tea and coffee are served after the service.
All services are led by Revd Nick Lowe, unless
otherwise stated.
7th

10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
with Communion

14th

9.00am

Palm Sunday Prayer
Breakfast
Palm Sunday Morning
Service

Holy Communion
Taizé Worship

14th Palm Sunday
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.00am All Age Family Worship
After the 10am service the APCM will
take place in church
6.00pm Evensong
21st Easter Sunday
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
8.30am Easter Breakfast in the Cotton Hall
10.00am Family Communion
6.00pm Evensong
22nd 10.30am–12.30pm Easter Monday ‘Springtingle’

10.30am
18th

7.00pm

Maundy Thursday
contemplation, with
Communion

19th

10.30am
5.00pm

Good Friday Prayer Service
Songs of Praise at Abbeyfield
+ optional Fish and Chips

21st

10.30am

Easter Morning Worship
with Communion

28th

10.30am
6.30pm

Morning Worship
Evening Worship
led by Christine Kimmitt

28th 8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.00am Morning Prayer

Weekday Services: April
Monday 1st, 11.00am Way of Life Course
at Abbeyfield Girton Green
Tuesday 9th, 11.00am Service of Holy Communion
at Arlington Court
2.30pm Service of Holy Communion at
Abbeyfield Girton Green
Thursday 25th, 11.00am Service of Holy
Communion (BCP) at Gretton Court
It would be great to see you at any of our services
or events.
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If you would like to discuss any Parish
Council issues, please contact the following:
Chairman
Haydn Williams, 40 Church Lane, Tel: 474667
chairman@girton-cambs.org.uk
Vice–Chairman
Andy Griffin, 1 Churchfield Court,
Tel: 07956 447674
Councillors
Jane Buckler, 28 Girton Road, Tel: 277636
Gill Cockley, 73 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276703
Julie Dashwood, 36 High Street, Tel: 276590
Douglas de Lacey, 9 Woodlands Park, Tel: 565219
Val Godby, 38 Woodlands Park, Tel: 276372
Roger Hickford, Manor Farm, Manor Farm Road,
Tel: 07985 770082
Anne Kettle, 11 Redgate Road, Tel: 277505
Shahila Mitchell, 18 Northfield, Tel: 07519 265755
Rachel Thomason, 168 Wellbrook Way,
Tel: 07896 980799
John Thorrold, 53 Cambridge Road, Tel: 276760
Mary Rodger, 11 Fairway, Tel: 277316
Formal correspondence to the Council
should be addressed to the Clerk.
District Councillors
Tom Bygott, Tel: 232966
cllr.bygott@scambs.gov.uk
Douglas de Lacey, Tel: 565219
scdc@de-lacey.org
County Councillor
Lynda Harford, Tel: 01954 251775/07889 131022
lyndaharford@icloud.com
Parish Clerk and Acting Finance Officer
Susie Cumming, Tel: 472181
clerk@girton-cambs.org.uk
Recreation Centre Bookings Administrator
Linda Miller, Tel: 472182
admin@girton-cambs.org.uk

Girton Churchyard Volunteers
On the last Saturday of each month a group of Girton
residents meet at the church to help maintain the
churchyard. We work from 10.00am until midday with a
break for coffee and homemade cake.
With the new bus
shelter and Golden
Goose railings as its
neighbour, the
churchyard has
become more visual
and part of the
village, and not just
an area surrounding
the church where
burials take place. Not all of us who help are regular
churchgoers but appreciate the peace and tranquillity to
be found there. The churchyard has an abundance of
wild life and flowers amongst the graves and these we
are careful not to disturb. Keeping the gullies around the
building clear, leaf collection, and cutting back briars
and bushes are some of the tasks. And the removal of
ivy from headstones has resulted in some interesting
finds. If you have time, go around and read some of the
older ones at the front of the church.
When a committee from Ely were inspecting the church
and churchyard they were very impressed at the way it
is being cared for – the right amount of tidiness mixed
with care for the environment, wildlife and the wishes of
the families whose loved ones are buried there.
Often people’s families have moved away or there is no
one left to care for the grave of a loved one, so by doing
this small service for them means they will not be
forgotten in future years.
If you would like to help, Wendy Hunter,
churchwarden, is our ‘leader’ and can be contacted on
01223 503958.
Judith Addison

Website: www.girton-cambs.org.uk/council.html
Postal address: Girton Parish Council
The Pavilion, Girton Recreation Ground,
Cambridge Road, Girton, Cambridge, CB3 0FH

Mobile Library
Please note changes to routes and times!
Thursday 25th April
Thornton Court
09.40 – 10.00
Abbeyfield
10.05 – 10.50
Cotton Hall/Church 11.00 – 11.30
Orchard Close
11.35 – 12.00
St Vincent’s Close 12.05 – 12.30
Gretton Court
12.35 – 13.00
Churchfield Court 13.05 – 13.30
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Rubbish Collection – April
Thursday 4 April
Thursday 11 April
Thursday 18 April
Saturday 27 April
Friday 3 May

Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin
Blue and Green bins
Black bin

Contact numbers for bookings
Cotton Hall
Orchard Close
Pavilion
St Vincent’s Close
William Collyn Hall

07759 983420
277164
472182
276447
01353 865029
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